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Help for Endangered Plants 
Amendments to the Lacy Act, signed 
into law on November 16, 1981 by 
President Reagan, will help aid plant 
conservation by prohibiting the in
terstate sale of rare plants that have 
been collected in violation of state 
law. Until now, slates with plant 
conservation programs and laws 
have been considerably hampered 
because they had no jurisdiction 
over the sale of illegally collected 
plants beyond their borders. Plants 
protected by the Convention on In
ternational Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(C.l.T.E.S.) also will be covered by 
the Lacy Act. Since it is unlikely that 
any of the almost 3,000 plant spe
cies identified by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service as needing 
protection will be proposed for list
ing as Endangered or Threatened 
species in the near future, the new 
Lacy Act amendments should be 
very helpful in protecting species 
identified as rare by the states or 
C.l.T.E.S. Eight states already have 
plant protection laws and will bene
fit from these amendments -Ari
zona, California, Michigan, New 
Mexico, Nevada, Texas, Florida and 
North Carolina. 

According to the Endangered Spe
cies T.echnical Bulletin, December, 
1981, "The market for certain 
plants, including cacti, orchids, and 
several carnivorous (insectivorous) 
plants is quite lucrative. Therefore, 
in the recent past suppliers have not 
hesitated to violate state laws as 
well as regulations that protect 
plants in national parks and other 
Federal lands." The new amend
ments will allow the Federal govern
ment to investigate violations of 
state laws anywhere within the 
United States and should help to 
control the illegal traffic. Last year 

Kalmia cuneata, commonly called white 
South Carolina. 

"cactus rustlers' stole approxi
mately $500,000 worth of plants 
from the state of Arizona alone, in
cludiIJ,g 400 saguaros, which can be 
sold for several hundred dollars 
each. Plant theft also is a major 
problem in other states such as Flor
ida where rare bromeliads, orchids 
and pitcher plants often are stolen 
and sold in interstate trade. 

The new Lacy Act amendments 
provide for up to $20,000 in fines 

w.s. Justicc- Smithsoillan Collection 

and prison terms of up to five years 
for selling illegally acquired plants 
with a value of over $350. 

The Lacy Act, passed in 1900, 
was one of the first Federal wildlife 
laws. Originally passed to outlaw in
terstate traffic in birds and other an
imals illegally killed in their state of 
origin, it has been amended several 
times and now also protects wildlife 
taken in violation of foreign as well 
as state law. 



Member Tip for Planting Seedlings 
Styrofoam egg cartons make excel
lent, handy containers for growing 
plants from seed. I prepare the car
tons for use by cutting the top off of 
the compartmented bottom and cut
ting off and discarding the locking 
flap. Then I poke a hole through 
each compartment near the bottom 
to provide drainage. Invert the top 
of the carton under the bottom to 
serve as a water reservoir. 

I have found the cartons very use
ful for several applications. First, I 
use them when planting seeds where 
I only will need a few plants, for 
example, the seasoning herbs such 
as marjoram, chives and parsley. In 
this case I sow a few seed in each 
compartment and thin as necessary. 
When the seedlings are large 
enough I transplant them direci:Iy to 
the garden. 

Secondly, I use egg carton con
tainers when growing bedding plants 
such as begonias whose seed and 
seedlings are small. Begonias don't 
seem to need a lot of root space be
fore moving into the garden. In this 
case, I germinate the seed in 5 1/2" x 
71/2" Jiffy flats, which can be pur
chased from Park Seed Company, 
Inc., Greenwood, South Carolina 
29647. I try to distribute the very 
fine seeds uniformly over the sow 
and grow mix in the flats . Germina
tion is somewhat erratic and occurs 
over a long period of time, so the 
seedlings are ready to transplant at 
various times. I prick the tiny seed
lings out and transplant them into 
egg cartons where they will grow 
until they are ready to go into the 
beds. In this way, since I want sev
eral dozen plants, I don't have to 

I---------------~ waste the seed and seedlings as I 
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would have to do if I planted di
rectly into egg cartons and then 
thinned out the extra seedlings. 

Finally, I use egg carton con
tainers for germinating species 
where I have only a few seeds (one 
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dozen or less). In this case I put only 
one seed in each compartment. For 
example, I received six seeds of 
Franklinia alatamaha from the 1981 
AHS free seed program. I planted 
them in moist grow mix in the egg 
carton, placed the carton in a plastic 
bag and stored it in the freezer for 
about a month. It is very easy to get 
the plant, roots and medium out of 
the egg compartment with a spoon. 

-w. P. Bebbington, 
Aiken, South Carolina 
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Pre-sowing treatment such as scarifi
cation, soaking or nicking the seed 
coat is a necessary step when germi
nating seed with hard seed coats . In 
an article for Australian Plants, De
cember 1980, W. H. Payne reports 
that pouring boiling water over 
seeds proved to be an easy and suc
cessful pre-sowing treatment. Mr. 
Payne is experimenting with differ
ent methods for treating, germinat
ing and growing different species of 
Australian wildflowers. 

After dividing samples of hard
coated seed into two groups, Payne 
placed seed from the first group into 
cups and filled the cups with boiling 
water. He left the seed to soak in 
the water for from three to seven 
days. The other group of seeds 
served as a control, and Payne 
treated them using a more conven
tional technique-he nicked each 
seed coat with a razor blade. The 
seed was pre-germinated in papier
mache egg cartons. Payne placed the 

seed in the compartments of the bot
tom of a dampened egg carton. The 
bottom of another carton, also 
moistened, was placed on top to 
hold the seed in place. Payne labeled 
both the top and the bottom carton 
with the name of the species in each 
compartment. 

In his article Payne says, "Seed 
that had had its outer coat pierced 
to let in moisture germinated first. It 
is not easy to do this with small 
seed and took many hours of work. 
Inevitably some seed was damaged 
by my clumsiness. But! The seed 
that copped the boiling water germi
nated as well. Not hot, but boiling 
water. Some people claim the seed 
would get cooked. I guess you can 
overdo it, but my results show that 
water boiled in an electric jug and 
then immediately poured on seed in 
a cup ... does not harm the seed. I 
did find that some seed did not ger
minate, but after two weeks in the 
egg carton without germination I re-
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moved the seed, washed off the Payne recommends using boiling 
sticky substance that seemed to have water only on seed with hard seed 
formed, soaked in warm water and coats. Other species can be treated 
replaced in a fresh egg carton." by soaking in warm water. 

Pre-genninating Seed: Method One ... 
A plastic sandwich bag can make an and staple or tape it shut. Be sure to 
excellent miniature "greenhouse" for label it with the name of the plant 
pre-germinating seed, suggests the and the date, and leave the bags in a 
American Rhododendron Society in location where they will receive dif-
its Summer, 1981 quarterly bulletin. fuse light and temperatures of be-
Pre-germinating seed is an especially tween 65° and 70° F. Watch for 
useful technique when used with mold and mildew on the paper 
plants that are to be transferred into towel. If any develops the towel was 
individual containers, species that probably too wet. 
are very slow to germinate and old As soon as the seeds develop a 
seed that is less viable. small root system, carefully trans-

To pre-germinate seed in a plastic plant to individual containers filled 
bag simply moisten and fold one- with a growing medium appropriate 
half of an ordinary paper towel and for seedlings. Loosely cover the 
sprinkle seed on the towel. Place the transplants with clear plastic film 
moistened pad of paper towel in the until they become established, at 
bag, fold down the top of the bag least until they develop their leaves. 

Method Two 
The National Garden Bureau recom- other disease organisms that might 
mends a slightly different method rot the seed. To moisten the sphag-
for pre-germinating seed using num, roll some in a towel, moisten 
milled sphagnum moss in plastic the towel and wring it. Re-moisten 
bags. They also point out that pre- and wring again in about an hour. 
germination be used to eliminate the The seed will not require a great 
need for the thinning, and that, sur- deal of moisture to germinate, and 
prisingly, it is not at all a new idea. the amount of moisture left in the 
American Indians pre-germinated moss will be more than sufficient. 
bean seeds in shallow clay dishes. Partially fill each bag with some 
They filled the dishes with sand, moist moss, add a pinch of seeds, la-
planted the seeds and then covered bel the bag with the species and cul-
them with warm ashes for three or tivar of seed and the date of plant-
four days to speed germination. The ing, seal the top of the bag shut and 
seedlings were dropped into holes then shake to mix the seeds into the 
and covered with soil as soon as sphagnum. The bags can then be 
root tips emerged. The Indians used placed where they will receive the 
this technique for planting early proper temperatures for germination, 
crops, because the cool soil at that depending on the species. 
time of the season tends to slow ger- When about half of the seeds have 
mination,and seed planted in the sprouted, prepare a container and 
usual fashion often would rot before transplant the seedlings. Moisten the 
it had a chance to germinate. medium before transplanting be-

The Garden Bureau recommends cause a dry medium can dry out the 
pre-germinating in plastic bags with seedlings and very quickly kill them. 
milled sphagnum moss (not sphag- It also is important to work quickly, 
num peat). Sphagnum moss makes because the tender root systems will 
an excellent medium because, once dry out very easily. Only remove a 
moistened, it will hold a great deal few seedlings from the bags at a 
of water and it is acidic enough to time. Seedlings that are planted 
discourage the growth of fungi or askew will straighten in time. 

GREAT NEWS 
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HOUSE PLANTS 
AND YOU 

Send for FREE 
INFORMATION on 
NUTRIPONICST~ 

Use Coupon Below 

Now you can grow healthy plants in
doors-even tomatoes using a totally 
new and simple system called "Nutri
ponics" . 

This new system uses a modern attrac
tive planter (or even a used tin can), that 
acts as a water reservoir for a flower pot 
permitting long periods without water
ing if you desire. Your plants gradually 
absorb all the moisture they require, 
simply, easily, practically eliminating 
leading causes of house plant failure: in
adequate moisture and overwatering. 
Fl!lly tested. We have received many let
ters from customers expressing satisfac
tion . 

NUTRIPONIC KITS A V AILABLE 

Kits include our 50-page beautifully il
lustrated book on Nutriponics along 
with Liqui-SoiITM, special Nutriponic 
pots and planting medium. Windowbox 
also available. 

WINDOWSILL GARDENS 
Grafton, N.H. 03240, Dept. AH 

o Send Information 
o Send $9.95 kit 
o Send $19.80 kit 
Include $2.00 for shipping. 

Name 

Address 

Cit y, State Zip 

Checks ar Maney Orders Only 
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GREENHOUSES 

Evertite answers all your needs all year 
'round with: 
• Over 90 models starting at $375. 
• Precision prefabrication for fast assembly. 
• Quality engineered throughout . 
• Full accessories line including automatic 

climate controls. 
Get the inside story .. . 
Write for $2 Color Catalog AH, 
refunded on purchase over $100. 
Call Toll Free (800) 321-3050 \_ 
In Ohio (216) 25H,100 ~O"' . 

30'h 

c§UurmIlum "" 
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. . . by Aztec 

Safe supplemental heat for indoor plants 
or starting seeds plus personal comfort 
for less than a dime a day. 

Uses 50 watts 
- 1.2 KWH in 24 "ours. 
No Maintenance. 

Warms like the sun. Portable, versatile 
- 12" x 18" x 3/4"; weighs 2-1/2 Ibs. 
Allowing 5" distance from plant, heater 
may be placed under, affixed to wall or 
suspended. Replacement guarantee if 
fails due to defective workmanship or 
materials within one year. 

Three colors: Green, Gray, Grained 
Walnut. Price: $13.95 plus$2 handling! 
delivery. 

Send for complete descriptive brochure, 
"SunGro." 

MEDALLION PRODUCTS 

P. O. Box 1702 
Alexandria, Va. 22313 
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Germinating Seed: Another Method 
Bricks, believe it or not, are the se
cret to keeping freshly sown seed 
evenly moist with a minimum of 
fuss says Ralph Balcom in the Fall, 
1980 issue of the American Primrose 
Society Bulletin, Primroses. 

Primrose seed, like most other 
types of seed, must not be allowed 
to dry out after it has been sown, 
even for an hour or two, or the seed 
generally will not germinate. Gar
deners deal with this problem in a 
variety of ways - from hourly hand 
misting to sealing containers in plas
tic bags to elaborate automatic 
watering systems, but few systems 
seem as practical, and as little 
known, as germinating seed on 
bricks covered with soil. This idea, 
says Mr. Balcom, is quite popular 
among primrose enthusiasts in his 
area. 

To construct a brick-watered con
tainer, start first with an ordinary 
brick, never a glazed one. With old 
crating or other scrap wood build a 
box that fits tightly around the sides 
of the brick when it is lying face up. 
Since this box or frame will serve to 
hold the growing medium the seed 
will be germinated in, it should ex
tend about 1 112 inches above the 
top of the brick . 

Fit the brick into its frame (if you 
didn't make the frame with the 
brick already in place), and make 
sure it slides all the way to the bot
tom so you will have room for soil 
on top. A nail or two nailed through 
the frame and extending under the 
brick will serve to keep the brick 
from falling out the bottom. 
Chicken wire staple-gunned across 

the bottom also would serve the 
same purpose. 

Spread an appropriate germinat
ing medium on the top of the brick 
to within one-half inch of the top of 
the frame/container. The medium 
will vary slightly depending on the 
seed you plan to sow, but it proba
bly would consist of some combina
tion of peat, sphagnum moss, perlite 
and/or vermiculite. Since soil-less 
mixtures can be hard to wet, mois
ten the mixture before putting it on 
top of the brick. 

Spread the seed to be germinated 
on the medium, and place a piece of 
glass or plastic over the frame to 
conserve moisture. A sheet of paper 
will reduce the amount of light 
reaching the seed if necessary. 

Set the brick and frame into a 
shallow pan of water, which will 
serve as a reservoir. Keep the water 
level high enough so that it is al
ways touching the brick, but never 
covering it. Obviously, if the water 
reaches the top of the brick the ger
minating medium will become wa
terlogged, a situation just as deadly 
to seed as overly dry medium. 

Membership Invited to Submit Board of 
Directors Nominations 
It is not too early to begin thinking 
about nominations for the Board of 
Directors election scheduled for the 
Annual Meeting in Cincinnati, Sep
tember 29-0ctober 2, 1982. Presi
dent Daniels has appointed the 
Nominating Committee for 1982. It 
consists of Mrs. John M. Maury, 
Chairman, Mr. Richard J. Hutton 

and Mrs. Harry J. Van de Kamp. 
Members are encouraged to submit 
names (send in care of the Society) 
to the Nominating Committee. Sug
gestions should be accompanied by 
resumes detailing the candidate's 
horticultural and/or professional 
interests. 
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 
GEICO PREFERRED PROGRAMS FOR LOW-COST AUTO 

AND HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE. 
The coupon below is special. Because the Society has 

arranged to have GEI CO PREFERRED programs 
available to you, you can use the coupon to request a free 
rate quotation from GEl CO. If you qualify, you may 
save money on auto and home insurance. As a Society 
member, you are entitled to extra cons ideration fo r 
advantages like these: 

LOW RATES FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS. 
GEICO PREFERRED insures those members of pre

ferred groups-like AHS-whose driving records are 
better than average. Better drivers cost GEICO less. 
And these savings result in low rates. 

GUARANTEED ONE-YEAR RATE ON YOUR AUTO 
POLICY AS WRlnEN. 

Many auto insurance companies now offer only 6-
month auto policies. But as long as you don't change the 
conditions of your policy, GEICO PREFERRED rates 
are guaranteed to remain the same for a full year -so 
you don't risk having your rate increased afte r just 6 
months. 

LOW-COST HOME INSURANCE, TOO. 
Just check the appropriate box at the bottom of the 

coupon , and you will also receive free information on 

low-cost insurance for homeowners, renters and owners 
of condominiums. Your application will receive special 
consideration. 

YOU CAN CUSTOMIZE YOUR OWN COVERAGE. 
The coverages GEICO offers vary by state, but you 

have many options in putting together your car and 
home insurance packages, both in the amounts and 
kinds of protection. You also get a wide choice of con ve
nient payment plans. GEICO auto insurance is not 
available in New J ersey and Massachusetts. Home
owner insurance is not available in New J ersey and 
Mississippi. 

YOU GET GEICO PREFERRED TREATMENT. 
All Society member inquiri es receive prompt, prefer

ent ial service by a GEICO PREFERRED Insurance 
Counselor. 

FOR A FREE RATE QUOTATION 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-110<>-366·2734. IN MARYLAND CALL COLLECT (301) 986·3500 
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Car = 2: City, _________________________ State' ______________________ _ 
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Year & Make 

Model (Nova, ~ 
Granada. etc.) 

Body type: 
2 / 4 dr. sdn. ~ 
hardtop. sta. wag 
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One way driving ~ 
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Is car used in 
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to l from job)? 
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· For accicients. violations, or lieense suspension, give dates and complete details, including cost of damages. on a separate sheet. 718 
L ____________ ~~=~~~~~~~~~~=~~~~ ____________ J 

GEICO and Affiliates. Corporate Headquarters: Washington, D.C. 20076 



Nichols Free 1982 Catalog 
• We offer over 500 garden varieties 

• Special Space Miser Selections 

• New Short Season Vegetables 

• New Oregon Sugar Pod II 

• Herb Seeds & Herb Plants 

• Saffron Crocus • Garlic • Shallots 

GROW MORE VEGETABLES 
Send for our 70 page catalog filled 
with Gardening Tips & Cooking Hints 

Nichols Garden Nursery 
1190 West Pacific 

Albany, Oregon 97321 

Over 30 years of reliability and service 

Propagation Breakthrough 
. . ~~. -:'-" " , , . 

... ,,,1' • 
~".w~1f. 

,.Y .r. . ....", '" 

Nothing comes even close to the 
propagation yields, convenience and 

versatility of Aquamonitor Mist Controls. 

1. AQUAMON ITOR's se nsor is placed in the 
cutting seed bed . Its automatic multi-level 
mist is unique and unequaled . 
2. A ll system adjustments are at the sensor, 
handy for " hardening off" . You save time, 
steps and avoid mov ing plants. 
3. Mist blasts can be set for 1/ 10 second up to 
100 and more . 
4 . AQ UAMONITOR is exceedingly stab le and 
reliable in or outdoors . The sensor is self 
c leaned automatical ly. 
5. It costs nothing to install o r move. It is pre
w ired, pre-p lumbed, plug in , pullout, hand 
f itted and portab le 
6 . It is amaz ingly easy to operate and adjust. 
Once set , it can be left pretty much alone until 
" hardening off" . 
7. 'One kit ca n operate a single nozz le or as 
many as 150 . Power is less than two watts . 
Multi-kit insta llat ion s cost less and provide 
better contro l . 
8. It is rugged, durable, troub le free , safe, 
dependab le, so lid sta te and has litt le wear or 
upkeep . The first kits so ld 11 years ago are 
operating today . 

WRITE FOR OUR FREE LITERATURE 

AQUAMONITOR 

Box 327-Z Huntin gton, N .Y. 11743 
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CALENDAR 
March 3-7 
Greater Des Moines Home and Garden Show 
Veterans Memorial Auditorium 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Hours: Wednesday 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.; 

Thursday and Friday noon to 10:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Sunday 
noon to 8:00 p.m. 

Admission fee: $3 .00 

March 4-7 
Metropolitan Louisville Home, Garden and 

Flower Show 
Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center-East 

Wing 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Hours: Thursday and Friday 6:00 p.m. to 

11:00 p.m., Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

March 4, 11, 16 and 25 
Winter Lecture Series 
American Horticultural Society 
Mt. Vernon, Virginia 
Information: Call or write Dorothy Sowerby 

a t the Society. 

March 5-14 
Cleveland Home and Flower Show 
Cleveland Public Hall/Convention Center 

Complex 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Hours: Friday, March 5th, 4:00 p.m. to 

11 :00 p.m.; Saturdays and Friday, March 
12th 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; Monday 
through Thursday 11 :00 a.m. to 10:00 
p.m.; Sundays 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Admission Fee: $4.00 

March 6-14 
Long Island Flower Show 
George E. Nold Exhibition Hall 
New York State University 
Farmingdale, New York 
Hours: March 6-13 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 

p.m.; Sunday, March 14th 11:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 

Admission fee: Adults $4 .00, children 2.00, 
Senior Citizens weekday discount $3 .00 

March 6-14 
1982 Indiana Flower and Patio Show 
Indiana State Fairground 
Exposition and Expo-Pavilion Buildings 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Hours: Monday through Thursday 11 :00 

a.m. to 9:00 p.m. ; Friday and Saturdays 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. ; Sundays 10:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

March 7-14 
Philadelphia Flower Show 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
Philadelphia Civic Center 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Hours: Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. 

to 9:30 p.m.; Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. 

Admission fee: Adults $5.00, children $2.50 

March 11-12 
Perennial Flowers Conference 
Longwood Gardens 
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania 
Fee: $65.00 
Information: Longwood Gardens, Inc., Ken

nett Square, PA 19348, (215 ) 388-6741 
ext. 516 

March 13-21 
111 th New England Spring Garden and 

Flower Show 
Commonwealth Pier Exhibition Hall 
Boston, Massachusetts 

March 13-21 
Buffalo Home and Garden Show 
Buffalo Convention Center 
Buffalo, New York 
Hours: Saturdays, Sunday March 14, Mon

day and Friday 11 :00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., 
Tuesday through Thursday 4:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m., Sunday March 21, 11:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. 

Admission fee: $3.00, children under 12 free 

March 18-21 
Central Missouri Home, Lawn and Garden 

Show 
Hearnes Multi-Purpose Building 
Columbia, Missouri 

March 21-ApriI 18 
Spring Flower Show 
Phipps Conservatory 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Hours: Daily 9:00 a.m. to 5 :00 p.m. and 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Information: (412) 255-2376 
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March 24-28 
Baltimore Flower and Garden Show 
Baltimore Convention Center 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Hours: Wednesday through Saturday 10:00 

a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. 

March 24-28 
New Hampshire Flower and Garden Show 
National Guard Armory 
Canal Street 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
Hours: 10 :00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Admission Fees: $3.00, $2.50 for Senior citi

zens and advance sale, children under 12 
free 

March 27 
Fourth Annual Winterthur Gardens 

Conference 
Theme: Colonial Revival Gardens, colonial 

style gardens from the late 19th to mid-
20th centuries 

Winterthur Museum and Gardens 
Winterthur, Delaware 
Information: Gardens Conference, Education 

Division, Winterthur Museum and Gar
dens, Winterthur, DE 19735, 
(302) 656-8591 

March 28-31 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium 
Williamsburg Conference Center 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

March 31-April 4 
Edmonton Home and Garden Show 
Sportex BuildinglExhibition Grounds 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

April 1-3 
American Daffodil Society Annual Conven-

tion and National Show 
Headquarters : Radisson Hotel 
Show and Annual Meeting: Hermitage Hotel 
Nashville, Tennessee 

April 3-4 
Boyce Thompson Southwestern Arboretum 

Sixth Annual Plant Sale 
Boyce Thompson Southwestern Arboretum 
Superior, Arizona 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

April 8-14 
48th Minnesota Home and Garden Show 
Minneapolis Auditorium 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Hours: Thursday and Monday through 

Wednesday 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Fri
day and Saturday noon to 11 :00 p.m., Sun
day noon to 7:00 p.m. 

April 8-0ctober 10 
Floriade '82, A once-d-decade horticultural 

exhibition 
Amsterdam, Holland 
Information: Netherlands National Tourist 

__ ,I 
Office, 576 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10036 or a local tourist office 

April 9-25 
Dogwood Arts Festival 
Knoxville, Tennessee 
Information: Dogwood ArtS Festival, 203 

Fort Hill Building, Knoxville, TN 37915, 
(615) 637-4561 

April 10-18 
Portland Home and Garden Show 
Multnomah County Exposition Center 
Portland, Oregon 
Hours: Weekdays 6:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., 

Saturdays 1 :00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., Sunday 
April 11 1 :00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Sunday 
April 18 1 :00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

April 16-18 
Metropolitan Miami Flower Show 
Tropical Park, at Bird Road and the Palmetto 

Expressway 
Miami, Florida 
Hours: Friday 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Sat

urday 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Sunday 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

April 17 
Rhododendron and Azalea Show 
Northlake Mall 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Hours: 10:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Information: Dr. Joseph Coleman, 7997 

Pleasant Hill Raod, Lithonia, GA 30058 

April 17 
Longwood Program Spring Symposium 
Theme: Alternative Sites for Public Gardens 
Longwood Gardens 
Kennett Square, Pennsylvania 
Admission Fee: Before AprilS, $12.00, after, 

$16.00, includes admission to the gardens. 
Luncheon following symposium $8.00 per 
person 

Information: The Longwood Program, 153 
Agricultural Hall, University of Delaware, 
Newark, DE 19711, (302) 738-2517 

April 23-25 
American Horticultural Society 

Spring Symposium 
Washington D.C. 
Information: call or write Dorothy Sowerby, 

AHS, Box 0105, Mt. Vernon, VA 22121 
(703) 768-5700 

April 24-25 
45th Annual Rose Show 
Pacific Rose Society 
Los Angeles County Arboretum 
301 North Baldwin Avenue 
Arcadia, California 
Hours: Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., Sun

day 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Admission fee: Admission to the Show is free, 

however, admission to the Arboretum is 
$1.00 for adults, $ .50 for senior citizens, 
children ages 5 -17 and students with JD's 

A valuable, 
• new growing 

aid ... 

~ I_® 
ABSORBENT POLYM ER 

" Water absorbent polymers " are being 
recognized by profeSSionals and home 
gardeners alike as a more effective 
water holding medium . 

A product of USDA research . AquaStor 
absorbent polymers increase a soils 
water holding capacity , without causing 
overwatering problems. 

This remarkable powder combines 
available moisture plus increased aera
tion to provide plants with the ideal en
vironment for uniform , uninterrupted 
growth . 

• Water indoor plants less often with 
AquaStor 450. AquaStor helps protect 
plants from water stress . And next 
vacation . . no water worries . 

• Protect gardens in hot dry weather 
with AquaStor 900. Flowering plants 
develop more blossoms. It helps pro
duce greater vegetable yields in less 
time .. . with less water wasted . 

• A sure start for trees and shrubs. 
AquaStor 900 helps establish and pro
tect outdoor plants during that first 
critical growing season . 

The 4 oz . package of AquaStor 450 is 
enough for ten average houseplants . 
For outdoors order AquaStor 900 . One 8 
oz . package does 30 ten foot rows , 200 
sq . feet of garden , or 12 average trees 
or shrubs . AquaStor will gradually bio
degrade in one to two years . 

Give AquaStor a try. We guarantee 
you'll like it. 

Order now - we pay the postage! 

Absorbent Industries Inc. 
611 E. Jefferson SI. 
Morton, IL 61550 

Name 

Address 

City State __ Zip, __ _ 

O MC O VISA# 

Interbank# - Exp. Date, _ _ _ 

AquaStor 450 
__ 4 oz . 

$4 .95 ppd . 
__ Three for 

$12 .95 ppd. 
__ 5Ibs . 

$49 .95 ppd . 

AquaStor 900 
__ Boz . 

$7 .95 ppd . 
_ _ Three for 

$19.95 ppd . 
51bs 
$49 .95 ppd . 

Credit card or money orders shipped Within 48 hrs 
Check orders. allow 2·4 weeks lor delivery 



New I Deer 
Repellent 
Patented by the Weyerhaeuser 
Co., a new deer (BGR) repellent 
protects conifers, seedlings, or
namental plantings and orchards 
from browsing. Registered with 
the EPA. Proved by years of test
ing, reduces damage up to 97%. 
Easy to apply - long lasting -
long shelf life. Now in both pow
der and liquid form! -

One gallon, or 16 oz. powder, pro
tects 400 young trees. 

One gal. $23.50, Five gal. $78.00 
16 oz. powder $23.50 
Five lb. powder $78.00 

Postage paid - order direct. 

DEER-AWAY T.M. 

Dept. AH 
712 15th Ave. N.E. 
Mpls., MN 55413 

All-Purpose 
Powder Duster 

Effective and 
easy to use 
on indoor 
and outdoor 
plants. 
Just "puff' plant pests away. 

Long lasting, polyethylene bellows 
container has large filler opening 
and interior filter to help prevent 
clogging. Comes with c1ean·out rod 
and two nozzles-regular and right 
angle to spray into hard· $995 
to-reach places. only 
including postage and handling. 

To order yours, send check or 
money order to Woodstream, 
Dept. A, Lititz, PA 17543 

\\'woodstream 
CORPORATION 
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April 24-May 2 Interpretation, Old Salem, Inc., Drawer F, 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia Salem Station, Winston-Salem, NC 27108, 
Garden Club of Virginia (919) 723-3688 
Information: Historic Garden Week Head-

quarters, 12 East Franklin Street, Rich- May 11-13 

mond, VA 23219, (804) 644-7776 International Rhododendron Conference 
Royal Botanic Gardens 

May 1 Edinburgh, Scotland 

30th Anniversary of Historic Annapolis 
Tour of eight private gardens and William May 16, Rain Date May 23 

Paca Garden Spring Open House 
Annapolis, Maryland American Horticultural Society 
Information: Historic Annapolis, Inc., Tour River Farm 

Office, 18 Pinkney Street, Annapolis, MD Mt. Vernon, Virginia 
21401, (301) 267-8149, weekends (301) Information : Phone or write Dorothy Sow-
263-5553 erby at the Society 

May 6-8 May 19-21 
Restoring Southern Gardens and Landscapes Royal Horticultural Society Chelsea Show 

Conference Chelsea, London 
Old Salem Information: The Royal Horticultural Society, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina Vincent Square, London, England SWiP 
Information: Department of Education and 2PE, Telephone 01-834-4333 

Join the Virginia Wildflower Society 
The Virginia Wildflower Preserva- The scope of related volunteer ac-
tion Society invites you to consider tivities and membership benefits will 
membership in a statewide effort to be diverse, educational and reward-
preserve native plant communities ing. Several introductory charter 
endangered by the encroachment of meetings for prospective members, 
commercial and residential develop- featuring a brief slide presentation, 
ment. They plan to rescue threat- will be held throughout Northern 
ened colonies and specimens of rare Virginia in the evenings beginning 
and unusual plants and permanently March 11. For dates and other in-
relocate them to pre-determined formation call Mary Painter, Direc-
conserves throughout the state. tor, (703) 573-7747. 

Dates to Remember 
It is not too late to sign up for the plore the Horticulture, History, Art 

remaining lectures in the Society's and Culture of Arizona and enjoy 
Winter Lectures at River Farm. visits to that state's famed Organ 
Learn about Perennials, Colonial Pipe and Saguaro National Monu-
and Historic Landscape Design, ments, the Desert Botanical Garden 
Woodland Gardening and Plant and the Nature Conservancy Bird 
Propagation on March 4, 11, 16 Sanctuary at Sonoita Creek. 
and 25. From April 3 to 22 Society mem-

Or, consider signing up for a tour bers will be touring the Fabled Gar-
of gardens this spring and summer. dens and Cities of China. Visit Can-
China, England's Chelsea Flower ton, Peking, the Great Wall and the 
Show, Holland, Belgium, the Gala- Forbidden City, sample the exotic 
pagos Islands off Ecuador's coast, quisine and learn about this interest-
Pennsylvania's Brandywine Valley ing land firsthand. 
and the historic Washington, D.C. The Spectacular Spring Gardens 
area are just a few of the exciting of Georgia and South Carolina and 
places participants in Society spon- the natural areas of this part of the 
sored tours can visit. country are well known. Callaway 

This spring the Society is sponsor- Gardens, Okefenokee Swamp, his-
ing several exciting tours. From toric Savanah, Charleston, South 
March 15 to 30 members will ex- Carolina and Middletown Place 
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Gardens are just a few of the stops 
scheduled for participating members 
on this tour from April 9 to 22. 

Floriade '82, called the greatest 
flower show on earth, is one of the 
destinations on the Society's tour of 
Flower Shows in Holland and Bel
gium, scheduled from April 18 
through 29. Also scheduled are visits 
to several Dutch mansions and pal
aces, and in Belgium, stops in Ghent 
and Brussels. 

Also in April is the Society's 
Spring Symposium and the Post 
Symposium Tour of the gardens and 
mansions of the Middle Atlantic. 

Every year the Chelsea Flower 
Show is one of the premier events in 
the gardening world. Visit this fa
mous show and tour some of Eng
land's most beautiful areas from 
May 6 to 21. Scheduled are visits to 
Wisley, the garden of Mrs. Lee
Milnes, one of the editors of The 
Englishwoman's G(1rden, and Leeds 
Castle, considered by many to be 
the loveliest castle in the world. 

Washington, D.C. area residents 
will want to reserve Sunday May 
16, Rain Date Sunday, May 23, to 
attend our Spring Open House. We 
are planning a plant sale, tours of 
the house and gardens and displays 
by area plant societies, artists and 
craftsmen. 

Our final tour for the spring is 
scheduled for May 26 through June 
9 to Ecuador and the Galapagos. 
Participants will visit beautiful 
Quito high in the Andes, the Indian 
markets at Otavalo, Cuenca and 
Quayaquil before crusing to the Gal
apagos Islands for a seven-day tour. 

There are several other exciting 
tours already scheduled for the sum
mer and fa ll. Cruise the Mediterra
nean and visit its Villas and Palaces 
from June 8 to 18. Learn about 
Mountain Flora and the Remarkable 
Rockies from July 7-14. Tour China 
and the Grand Canal from Septem
ber 7 to 30. In October members 
will be invited to tour Kentucky and 
Tennessee in Autumn (October 4-
14), Australia and, also, England. 
Finally, in November, from the 1st 
to the 24th, members will tour the 
Orient. 

For more information, brochures 
and reservation cards for any of the 
above activities, write to Dorothy 
Sowerby in care of the Society. 

Catalogue 
for 
Gardeners 

Issued 
Spring and Fall . 

O, nolh"a missourl,nsls 
Ozark Sundrop. 

each contains an abundance 
of hardy plant varieties and 
useful cultural information . 

. ' HoIhrook Farm 

., &Nursery 
Route 2, Box 223B , 2013 
Fletcher, N. C. 2B732 

I'm interested . Enclosed is $1 .00 which is 
deduclible with my first order . Please send me 
your new catalogue starting wilh the Spring 
1982 issue . 

Name 

Address 

City ___________ __ 

State ____ _ Zip ____ _ 

Perllnnials • Wi ld flowers 

Bulbs • Soloctod Woody PI.nts 

I 
NOW ... BY MAIL! 

FLOWER ARRANGING 
SUPPLIES: 

Tools, Techniques, 
Tricks of the Trade! 

SPECIAL OFFER -

MAKES A GREAT GIFT: 

The Original 
Stem Stripper 

A unique tool for removing thorns 
and leaves from stems. 

$995 including 
only ea . postage [, hand ling 

-----------
The Keth Company 
Box ]28, Dept. PH·] 
Oceanside, Ca lifornia 92054 

Please send me __ Orlglnal Stem Strlpper(s) a l $9.95 
each incl ud ing postage and hand li ng. Enclosed is my check 
or money order . (Sorry . no CO.D.s. CA res . add 60<; ea . lax.) 

O Please send your FREE Complete list of Flora l Suppl ies. 

PLEASE 
PRINT 
Name 

Address 

Stale. ZIp 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

Enjoy WATER-LILIES 
In your own garden. 

Lilypons catalogue 
features everything 
needed for your 
garden pool, 
including the pool. 

Lilypons Water Gardens 

WATER-LILIES 
Fiberglass garden pools, 
Lotus, aquatic plants, 
Filters, pumps, lights 
PVC pool liners, sweeps 
Statuary, books, koi 
Goldfish, scavengers 
Send $2.50 for catalog, 

r- -----------------------------
LILYPONS WATER GARDENS 

1Ji03 Amhort Road 1503 Lilypons Road 
Lilypons, Mru:yiand 21717 Brookshire, Texas 77423 

(301) 874·5133 (713) 934·8525 

YES, Please send me the new colorful 
Lilypons catalog. I enclose 82.50 

~ame ________ ~ ____ ~ ______ _ 

(Please prtnt) 

Address __________ _ 

City 

Stale ___________ _ 

Z l p ________ ___ _ 

--------______________________ .. L-. ____ ____________ 
1 
_____________________________ _ 



HOR1IUJLruRAL 
EXPLORATIONS 

The American Horticultural Society 
proudly presents its Spring and Sum
mer Explorations. These are specially 
designed and exclusive. We visit both 
private and public gardens. In addi
tion, local escorts give us highlights of 
history, scenery, and culture. These 
programs are suitable for all levels of 
horticultural interest. 

HOLLAND AND BELGIUM 
(April 18-29) 

See unique Keukenhof with its fine bulbs 
and park, and the Floriade, considered the 
"greatest flower show on earth," held only 
once every ten years. Visits to Aalsmeer 
flower market. quaint towns, lovely man
sions and small gardens in both countn'es. 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC STATES 
(April 26- May 6) 

Right after our Spring Symposium. join us 
for an in-depth visit of Washington, Wi/
mington. and Philadelphia. See Dumbarton 
Oaks. U.S. National Arboretum. Long
wood, Winterthur. Brandywine Museum. 
Nemours. Hagley Museum. among others, 

ENGLAND IN SPRING 
(May 6-21) 

We spend an entire day at Chelsea Flower 
Show. plus visit famous public gardens like 
Stourhead. At some of the impressive private 
homes we will be greeted by the hosts and 
guided through their gardens, with tea served. 

NEW ENGLAND 
(May 11-24) 

Boston area visits include ArnoldArboretum 
and private gardens. We travel to the Berk
shires and Vermont, nurseries and arboretums 
in Connecticut and Rhode Island. On Cape 
Cod see Heritage Plantation with its fine 
rhododendron collection. 

ECUADOR AND GALAPAGOS 
(May 26-June 9) 

This is a cruise of the Galapagos Islands. a 
truly unique travel adventure, Lectures by a 
resident naturalist gives us an in-depth view 
of endemicfiora andfauna. A Iso see Andean 
Indian culture. 

For copies of the free brochure that 
gives detailed information. please write 
Mrs. Dorothy Sowerby, AHS. Mount 
Vernon. VA 22121. Or telephone herat 
1-703-768-5700. 
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Super Absorbents Save Time and Money 
Super absorbents are a new group of 
wonder products that deserve the at
tention of gardeners and horticultur
ists in all parts of the country. These 
starch-based absorbents are capable 
of storing several times their weight 
in water as a gel, holding it avail
able for plants and at the same time 
actually increasing soil aeration and 
improving drainage. Their gardening 
applications, both indoors and out, 
are many -use them to store water 
at the root zone of newly planted 
sod, use them in a seed bed where 
they will hold a layer of water next 
to the emerging seedlings, lJse them 
to improve the water holding capac
ity of sandy soils, or mix them into 
potting soil and use them to store 
large quantities of available water 
for container-grown plants both in
doors and out. 

These spong~-like compounds 
originally were developed by the 
U.S.D.A. Northern Regional Re
search Center in Peoria, Illinois, 
and, although they are now avail
able in slightly different formula
tions under several different brand 
names, all actually are composed of 
a man-made acrylic compound 
chemically grafted to cereal grain 
starches. These powders, which in 
their dry form may look something 
like slightly off-color dry milk or 
wheat germ depending on the prod
uct involved, can absorb from 200 
to 5,300 times their own weight in 
water. 

I enjoyed experimenting with sev
eral different samples I received and 
compared their amazing absorbency 
levels. If you purchase one or more 
of the products in the source list at 
the end of this article, just for fun 
place one level teaspoon in two 
ounces of water. Some of the gels I 
tested absorbed the two ounces of 
water, some almost twice as much. 

Water held as a gel by these com
pounds is fully available to plants 
and will remain in the soil until it is 
extracted by plants or until it evapo
rates. The gels will re-absorb water 
whenever it is available, thus creat
ing a sort of shrink-swell cycle. 
These super absorbents will last 
through many such cycles, and in a 
growing environment they will re-

A super absorbent is shown here in its gel
like form. 

main effective for a period of any
where from six months to several 
years. They will gradually biode
grade in relation to the number of 
times they expand and contract. 

Most important, these absorbents 
are able to store water without wa
terlogging the soil. As the particles 
of absorbent expand they force the 
soil particles apart, increasing aera
tion and improving drainage. Once 
the absorbents are fully saturated, 
any' excess water will flow over and 
around them just as it would a satu
rated sponge. For gardeners this 
means that not only is the danger of 
root rot minimized, but also the lack 
of water stress imposed on plants 
and improved aeration actually help 
to speed plant growth. 

These water absorbent polymers 
are compatible with all species of 
plants. They do not affect and are 
not affected by the pH of the soil or 
soiless growing medium, and, in 
their dry form, they can be stored 
indefinitely in a moisture proof 
container. 

Obviously, a product with all of 
these characteristics could be put to 
an almost limitless number of uses 
in the garden. In the following para
graphs I will briefly discuss some of 
the ways they can be used. 
Container -grown Plants 

Super absorbents can be added to 
potting soil that is to be used for 
house plants, container-grown an
nuals and perennials in the garden, 
bedding plants and nursery stock. 
After a thorough initial drenching, 
plants grown in treated soil will re
quire much less frequent watering. 
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That means container-grown vegeta
bles, which often must be drenched 
more than once on a hot summer 
day, will need water much less 
often. Bedding plants sitting in tiny 
containers on a hot, sunny win
dowsill or, worse yet, on a hot side
walk in front of a supermarket can 
be watered less often without sub
jecting them to water stress . Diffi
cult-to-water hanging baskets will be 
much easier to care for. 

Interior plantscapers are using 
super absorbent-amended soil mixes 
to reduce their watering schedules 
on indoor plantings, and with a lit
tle bit of experimentation, a vaca
tioning house plant enthusiast or pa
tio gardener could have his vacation 
and still keep his peace of mind 
knowing his plants are all well 
watered. Indoors, plants grown in 
amended soil may need water as sel
dom as once a month, and wick 
watered plants or those grown in 
self watering planters will need 
water even less often. Either repot 
house plants with amended soil or 
mix some super absorbent with 

water to form a loose gel and plant 
plugs of it directly in the pot. Plant 
roots are able to extract water di
rectly from the gel, and rooted cut
tings actually can be kept in super 
absorbent gel alone. The roots act as 
a check valve and allow water to en
ter the root but not leave it. Do not 
try to root cuttings in this manner, 
however, since, in the absence of 
roots, the gel can pull water out of 
the plants. You can grow unrooted 
cuttings in a soil amended with 
super absorbent. 

Watering schedules will take some 
experimentation and will vary ac
cording to the size and type of the 
container as well as the plants in
volved. Absorbent Industries (see the 
source list at the end of this article 
for the address) has a special formu
lation of super absorbent designed 
for indoor use, AquaStor 450, now 
called AquaStor 600se. Mix it at a 
rate of one teaspoon per quart of 
growing medium or five pounds per 
cubic yard. Super absorbents can be 
added to soil along with fertilizer 
and any other soil amendments you 

Haul-n-Hide ... it's a wheelbarrow, big deal! 

Storage, 
It folds to 

8" wide! 

wish to add, and the soil can be 
steam sterilized. 

Outdoors use a formulation de
signed for nursery or landscape use 
(for example AquaStor 900, now 
called AquaStor 1000) and apply it 
according to the package directions. 
When transplanting vegetable sets or 
bedding plants grown in amended 
soil, plant any excess growing me
dium along with the transplants, be
cause the absorbents will continue 
to store water for plants in the gar
den. The treated soil will help to 
lessen transplant shock since it will 
keep a supply of readily available 
water near the young plants. 
Seeds and Seedlings 

To improve the germination per
centage of seed and the performance 
and strength of seedlings add super 
absorbent to the germinating me
dium, or work a small amount of 
the powder into the seed bed before 
planting (consult the package for the 
proper amount). These absorbents 
even can be broadcast over the 
ground and then worked into the 
surface of the soil when seeding a 

r To~;;;-e~;;-d ~h;;'k - - - ~e~d--=-= -;:;a:I:;;':-;:;~e(S) .95 ea. plus $5.25 ea. shipping. 
I or money order to: . 

send __ Haul-n-Hide(s) at $58.95 ea. plus $6.00 ea. shipping. 
CITY METAL PRODUCTS send __ Screened Bottom(s) at $9.95 ea. plus $4 .00 ea. shipping. 
Dept. 1808 0 Check 0 Money order enclosed. Amount $ ___ _ 
440 Wegner Rd. 
McHenry. IL 60050 

Name _____________________________________ _ 

Allow 4 weeks for delivery; Shipping Address ___________________________ _ 
if paying with personal check Cit State Zip 

\ allow 6 weeks for delivery. y -----
,-----------------------------------------



THE 

COMPLETE 
BOOK 

OF 

ROSES 
by GERD KRUSSMANN 

8-112 x 11" cloth 
463 pgs. photos, maps & illust. 

A lavish book on one of the world's 
favorite flowers. This comprehen
sive work covers all aspects of the 
rose including history, botany, 
genetics, breeding, cultivation, 
and identification. 

Gerd Krussman, former Director of 
Germany's National Rosarium 
and an internationally known au
thority on roses, spent a lifetime 
preparing this book. 

Here's what the experts have to 
say: 

"For once the title does not lie
this is the COMPLETE book of 
roses ... a monumental and auth
oritative work ... the definitive 
stl:.Jdy of the rose from prehistoric 
times to 1981 ... without any ques
tion, this book should be in the 
I ibrary of any serious gardener." 

Gil Daniels, President, 
The American Horticultural Society 

"Dr. Krussman has producea 
what will surely be one of the de
finitive books for the rose lover 
... an indispensible and classic 
work in horticultural literature 
.. recommended as a reference 
for all serious rosarians." 

Harold Goldstein, 
Executive Director 

The American Rose Society 

JACKET PRICE S50.00 
All Books Shipped UPS 

A.H.S. Special Discount Price 
$42.50 

TO ORDER YOUR COPY 
Mail to: Dorothy Sams 
American Horticultural Society 
P.O. Box 0105 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121 

Please send a copy of Complete 
Book of Roses to me. I understand 
that the price of S44.50 includes 
shipping charges. 

Virginia residents add 4% sales tax. 

I 

lawn. Moisten them thoroughly, and 
they will hold a layer of water next 
to the seeds, which will be available 
to the seedlings as soon as the root 
tips emerge. Agriculturists actually 
are experimenting with encasing dif
ferent types of crop seed in a pellet 
of super absorbent either by itself or 
in combination with fungicide, ferti
lizer or other ingredients. Coated 
seed has been proved to out perform 
un-coated seed in a number of dif
ferent field trials. Perhaps eventually 
some flower or vegetable seed for 
the home gardener will come pre-
coated with a super absorbent. . 

Landscape contractors have found 
that super absorbents will act as a 
binder when mixed with seed, mulch 
and water, holding the seed in con
tact with the mulch and water. Seed 
sown in this manner exhibit higher 
germination and survival rates. The 
technique, called hydrolic mulching, 
even has been effective on slopes 
where erosion is a problem, since 
the seedlings get a faster, stronger 
start. 
Transplanting 

Super absorbents can be used in a 
variety of ways to help lessen trans
plant shock and improve the 
strength and performance of many 
kinds of transplants, including large 
trees, balled and burlapped or con
tainer-grown nursery stock, bare 
root trees, seedlings, shrubs and sod. 

When preparing the hole for a 
container-grown or balled and bur
lapped tree ot shrub work some 
super absorbent into the hole along 
with the bone meal and any other 
soil amendments you are planning 
to add. Once the tree or shrub is 
planted and thoroughly watered the 
absorbent will hold a supply of 
water right at the root zone for the 
newly transplanted plant. One of the 
important characteristics of these 
new absorbents, especially in this 
case, is that they trap capillary 
water, which is the water that ordi
narily runs right through the large 
pores in the soil and is lost. As a re
sult, water that would be lost is 
trapped in the root zone, and water 
waste due to run off is greatly re
duced. Be sure to work the absorb
ent into the soil. If you merely line 
the hole with the powder, it might 
create a gel-like ball around the 
plant and thus reduce aeration. 
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Bare-root plants can be dipped in 
a thin slurry of super absorbent and 
water to reduce transplant shock 
and improve performance. This 
treatment also can be used to store 
water on plant roots during ship
ping, where it will reduce damage 
caused by drying out and will weigh 
less than ordinary growing medium. 
Even seedlings being transplanted 
will benefit from a dipping, since it 
will help prevent their tender roots 
from drying out during and after 
transplanting. Make sure the mix
ture is thin enough so that you can 
dip the roots into it without damag
ing them, and that it clings to the 
roots without completely covering 
them. 

Super absorbents also can be used 
to reduce transplant shock and im
prove the performance of a newly 
sodded lawn. Work the absorbent 
into the surface of the soil, lay the 
sod and water thoroughly. Again, 
the absorbent will hold water in the 
root zone and trap capillary water 
that ordinarily would be lost. This 
can be an especially important bene
fit in areas with sandy soils, in arid 
parts of the country where water is 
especially precious and if there is a 
sudden stretch of hot, dry weather 
after sodding. The sod will get a 
faster start and the roots will grow 
quickly down into the soil, thus 
minimizing the danger of damage 
due to drying out. 

These are only a few of the many 
uses for super absorbents, and scien
tists, horticulturists, landscape con
tractors and home gardeners un
doubtedly will discover more as 
these products become better 
known. 

Super Absorbents are available 
under several different brand names, 
including AquaStor@), Terra-Sorb®, 
Super Siurper, Viterra 2 and Perma
sorb. Thus far, most of these prod
ucts are available only to nursery
men and other professionals, but 
homeowners can purchase both for
mulations of AquaStor from Ab
sorbent Industries, Inc., 611 J effer
son Street, Morton, IL 61550. Some 
of the super absorbents also may be 
available at local nurseries and gar
den centers, and plans are underway 
to market Terra-Sorb® through 
these retail markets in the future. 

-Barbara W. Ellis 
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GARDENERS MARKEI'PIACE 
CLASSIFIED AD RATES: 50¢ per word; $10.00 
minimum per insertion. 10% discount for three 
consecutive insertions using same copy. Copy 
must be received two months prior to publi
cation date. Send orders to the attention of Cindy 
Weakland, American Horticultural Society, 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121. Or call (703) 
768-5700. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 
AFRICAN VIOLETS-GESNERIADS-Free 
pamphlets, "Helpful Hints with African Vi
olets" and "Gesneriad Growing Suggestions" 
available by sending stamped, addressed enve
lope to GESNERIAD-SAINTPAULIA NEWS, 
Box 549, Dept. AH, Knoxville, TN 37901. 

AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWER SEEDS 
Rare selective collection of over 200 species, 
specializing in brilliant WESTERN AUSTRA
LIAN WILDFLOWERS. Banksias, Bottle
brushes, Eucalypts, Kangapaws, Grasstrees, Ev
erlastings, Hakeas, Wattles, Honeymyrtles, 
Boronias, Starflowers, Cone Flowers, Desert Pea, 
Feather Flowers, Xmasbush, Wax flowers, Flan
nel Flowers, Smokebush, Dryandras and many 
more. For FREE descriptive lists, send Inter
national Postal Reply Coupons of $1.00. BUSH
LAND FLORA AUSTRALIAN SEED SPE
CIALISTS, P.O., Box 118, SCARBOROUGH-
6019. WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

THE AVANT GARDENER 
" DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO 
READ-for the gardener who wants to get more 
out of gardening!" Subscribe to THE AVANT 
GARDENER, the most useful, most quoted of 
all gardening publications. Every month this 
unique news service brings you the newest and 
most practical on-going gardening informa
tion-new plants, products, techniques, with 
sources for every item, plus feature articles, spe
Cial issues. Now in its 14th year. Awarded the 
Garden Club of America Medal for outstanding 
achievement in horticulture. Special to new sub
scribers, $10 for a full year. Sample copy $1. 
THE AVANT GARDENER, Box 489M, New 
York, NY 10028. 

AZALEAS AND RHODODENDRONS 
SPECIALIZING IN THE UNUSUAL ...... . 
Dwarf Rhododendrons, Evergreen & Deci
duous Azaleas, Dwarf Conifers, Companion 
Plants. Catalog refundable, $1.00 . THE CUM
MINS GARDEN, 22 Robertsville Rd. , Marl
boro, NJ 07746. (201) 536-2591. 

BOOK SEARCH SERVICE 
Send your list of wanted gardening books or 
general titles to me. (Out of print, antiquarian, 
second hand. ) I'll try to locate them. No obli 
gation. Edward F. Smiley, Bookseller, RFD 5, 
43 Liberty Hill Rd., Bedford, NH 03102. 

BOOKS 
New EXOTICA 4, enlarged to 16,300 photos, 
by Dr. A. B. Graf; 2,590 pages in 2 volumes, 
scheduled June 1982, prepublication offer $155.; 
July on, $175. TROPICA-7,000 Color photos 
of exotic Plants and Trees, $115. EXOTIC 

PLANT MANUAL-4,200 photos, $37.50. 
EXOTIC HOUSE PLANTS-1,200 photos, 
$8.95. Circulars gladly sent. ROEHRS, Box 125, 
E. Rutherford, NJ 07073. 
WORLD'S LARGEST CATALOGUE for Or
ganic Growers: fertilizers , fo liars, pest controls, 
books, $1.50. Catalogue FREE with 2 lbs. Bio
Activator improves 4 tons compost or one acre 
green manure plowdown $9.95. Necessary 
Trading, 438 Main, Newcastle, VA 24127 (703 ) 
864-5103. 

BROMELIADS 
THE BROMELIAD TREASUR Y Dept. A offers 
a selection of decorative species and hybrid Bro
meliads at very reasonable prices. Unique 22 
page DESCRIPTIVE LIST, $1.50. Also "Bro
mel iads for Modern Living," 80 page booklet 
with 135 beautiful Bromeliad color photos, $4.00 
postpaid. 639 Bend Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. 

CACTI 
From the wonderful world of cactus, rare, un
usual specimens, books, fertilizers, pots, labels. 
1982 List 50¢; deductible first order. BAR
NETT CACTUS GARDEN, 1104 Meadow
view, Bossier City, LA 71111. 
EDUCATIONAL ITEM. Cactus seed Kit, $4.85 . 
List $1.00, FREE with kit. DOUGLAS GREEN
HOUSE, Route 1, Box 736, Monroe, GA 30655. 

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 
" All New" ... Full Color Cacti/Succulent Book 
· .. 144 Beautiful color plant photos ... Plus 
· . . 24 page 1982 Plant & Price Listing Catalog 
· . . $2.00 (Bulk Mail ). K&L Cactus Nursery, 
12712 Stockton Blvd. , Galt, CA 95632. 

CA~OROUSPLANTS 

Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and 
supplies. Book, The World of Carnivorous Plants 
$6.50 postpaid. Illustrated catalog 25 ¢, Pete; 
Pauls Nurseries, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 
WIP- World's largest grower of exotic carni
vores, over 75 varieties. Now featuring rare 
Tropical Pitcher Plants (Nepenthes). Fully il
lustrated catalog 50¢. WIP, Box 303C, Grant, 
FL 32949. 

CATALOGS 
96-page color catalog has many sensational val
ues on more than 1300 varieties Peonies, Day
lilies and Iris, plus timely tips. $2.00 (deductible 
on first catalog order). Gi lbert Wild & Son, Inc. 
AH-382 Joplin Street, Sarcoxie, MO 64862. 

DAYLILIES 
Seven named varieties. Wide color and season 
range, $10. Descriptive catalog 25 ¢. TRAN
QUIL LAKE NURSERY, 45 River Street, Re
hoboth, MA 02769. 

DWARF CONIFERS 
Over 140 types of Bonsai & Dwarf Conifers 
described by size, shape, color and texture. De
scriptive catalog $1.00 (refundable). Plant and 
price list free. WASHINGTON EVERGREEN 
NURSERY, Box 125 AH, South Salem, NY 
10~90. 

DWARF PLANTS 
Spring Happiness Sale. Five Dwarf Conifers 
$16 .75. Bakers dozen Rockery Starter $16.75 . 
Five Uncommon Compact Shrubs $14.25. Con
tainer grown, UPS prepaid Botanical Name La
bels. Catalog also lists Heathers, Ericaceous 
Shru.bs, Miniature Roses, Phlox, Primulas, Epi
medIUms. DA YSTAR, Rd. 2, Litchfield, ME 
04350. 

EDUCATION 
THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 
SCHOOL OF HORTICULTURE. An intensive 
19-month program combining academic classes 
with practical work to train profess ionals in the 
field of horticulture. Curriculum includes bot
any, horticulture and landscape design, with work 
experience at both the Botanical Garden in the 
Bronx and at the Cary Arboretum in Millbrook, 
NY. Licensed by the New York State Education 
Department. For further information contact: 
Rosemary Kern, Education Department, THE 
NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN, Bronx, 
NY 10458. (212) 220-8739. 

FOR SALE 
American Orchid Society Bulletins 1946-1981, 
1949 and few issues missing; 17 issues Hawkes 
Orchid Journal; Ames. fasc. I & II, 1908 & 
1909. $1,000 as is. W. L. Tolstead, Davis & 
Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241 . 

FREE 
DUTCH BULB 

AND TULIP 
CATALOG 
Breck's Advance Sale Cat
alog , with 60 beautiful full 
color pages, offers you an 
opportunity to fight inflation 
by reserving your plants for 
fall planting now. Includes 
newest varieties of Tu lips, 
Hyacinth, Crocus and many 
more exotic bulbs you may 
have never seen be fo re . 
Shipped to you direct from 
Holland. 

PLUS FREE 
TULIP BULB OFFER 
Details included with your catalog. 

---BRECK'S---
I Serving American Gardeners Since 1818 I 
I BRECK'S, Peoria, I llinois 61632 DEPT E630Z I 
• 0 Please rush money-saving FREE Garden I 
I Catalog with Free Plants offer. I 
I Name ____________ 1 

I Address I 
Ic~ I 
I State Zip I 

.... _________________ l... _________________ J ~-------------;.I 



ROCK 
GARDENS 

Wilhelm Schacht 
"One of the world's leading au
thorities on alpines offers here a 
comprehensive guide to the de
sign and construction of rock gar
dens ... . More than 100 fine color 
photographs:' 
-ALA Book/ist 

"A well-written and beatifully illus
trated book on one of the more 
challenging specializations in gar
dening." 
-American Horticu/tura/ist 

"A splendid addition to the library 
of the rock gardener." 
-Bulletin of the American 
Rock Garden Society 

190 pages 120 illus., 
108 in full color $19.00, postpaid 
ISBN 0-87663-354-8 

To order, send your check or 
money order to 

UNIVERSE BOOKS 
381 Park Ave. So., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 

Enjoy benefits 

with a Janco Greenhouse. 
All Janco models now available with your 
choice of regular 0 , factory·sealed in
sulated glass. 

Add solar warmth to your home and in
crease your living area with a Janco lean
to, or make a Janco free-standing 
greenhouse the pleasure center of your 
lawn . Your Janco agent can help you 
choose the best model for your site, and 
advise you on the advantages of heat
retentive insulated glass. Every Janco is 
all-aluminum for minimum maintenance. 

Think Janco when you think 
"greenhouse." Send $2.00 for 
48-pg. full-color catalog today! 

Allow 4 wee ks for literature to arrive. 

+ Janco Greenhouses 
Dept. AH3 
9390 Davis Avenue 
Laurel, MD 20707 
(301) 498-5700 

FLOWER ARRANGING 
FREE CATALOG-Flower Arranging Sup-
plies. Books, foams, wire, vases, dried materials. 
Low prices . Designer'S Bench, Box 839-AH, Au-
burn, NY 13021. 

FRAGRANCE 
Seeds for fragrant, rare & Grandmother's plants, 
trees, shrubs, vines etc. THE FRAGRANT PATH, 
Box 328A, Ft. Calhoun, NE 68023. Catalogue 
$1.00 deductible. . 
FREE CATALOGS 

~ 

COMPLETE GARDEN CAT ALOG-l 04 
pages. Seeds, Plants, Trees Accessories (Pots, 
Organic Plant Foods, Pest Control, Books). 
Mellinger's, Dept. AMH, North Lima, OH 
44452. 

GALA HERB WEEKEND 
Bittersweet Hill Nurseries Rt. 424 and Gover-
nor's Bridge Road, Davidsonville, Maryland is 
having a Gala Herb Weekend March 20-21st. 
Free Herb Garden Designs-Exhibits-Door Prizes 
& Demonstrations. Special sale prices on fa-
vorite Herbs. Public invited! Phone (301) 798-
0231. 

GARDEN FURNITURE 
Solid Teakwood Garden Seats-featured in the 
arboretums & gardens of England. The perfect 
heirloom gift for church, park or private garden. 
Send $2.00 (deductible) for the 10-page British 
color catalogue and current price list. Precipi-
tation, Inc., 17317 Germantown Rd., German-
town, MD 20874. (3 01 ) 428-3434. 

GARDENING 
" THE BACKS AVER SHOVEL"-Our new, 
narrow cut tapered shovel moves less earth. Digs 
smaller, neater holes EASIER ON YOUR BACK! 
Overall length is five feet-no stooping. Nar-
row cut blade averages 5" in width instead of 
traditional 8Vi'. Standard 11 Vi' long blade al-
lows you to dig deeply without disturbing large 
amounts of soil. WRITE FOR FREE ILLUS-
TRATED BROCHURE. For a BACKSAVER 
SHOVEL send $15.00 (Price includes UPS). Md., 
D.C., Va. residents add local sales tax. P.l. Tool 
Supply, 17317 Germantown Rd., Germantown, 
MD 20874. 

GERANIUMS 

New, odd, unusual , dwarf, fancyleaf, ivyleaf, 
scentedleaf, Lady Washington. Catalog $1.00, 
Refundable on first order. COOK'S GERA-
NIUM NURSERY, 712B N. Grand, Lyons, KS 
67554. 

GLADIOLUS BLUBS 
Finest American varieties available. Novelty 
types-Miniatures and Exhibition varieties. Top 
size bulbs. 1 % in diameter and larger. Assorted 
Novelty collection (25 bulbs) $10.95. Assorted 
Miniature collection (25 bulbs) $9.95. Assorted 
Exhibition collection (25 bulbs) $13.95. All or-
ders shipped Late March Early April, postage 
paid. Send $1.00 for individual listing of over 
150 varieties. FLAD'S GLADS, 2109 Cliff Court, 
Madison, WI 53713 . 

GREENHOUSE GROWING 
PROPAGATION BREAKTHROUGH-Don't 
gamble-Use only the best mist controls. Guar-
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anteed, versatile, portable, indoor, outdoor, au-
tomatic, economical. Write AQUAMONITOR, 
Box 327-B, Huntington, N'( 11743. 

HAW AllAN PLANTS 
FREE "How to Grew Tropical Plants and Seeds," 
when you send for our catalog of plants, seeds, 
books and gifts from HAWAII. 50¢ postagel 
handling. HANA GARDENLAND, PO Box 248 
AH, Hana, HI 96713. 

HERBAL NEWSLETTER 
Herb hobbyists share ideas and inspiration 
through POTPOURRI FROM HERBAL ACRES. 
Send business SASE for brochure. HERBAL 
ACRES, Box 428, Dept AH-2, Washington 
Crossing, PA 18977. 

HERBS 
HILLTOP HERB FARM, 24 years experience. 
Herb plants for collectors, Goodies from Gai-
limaufry Shoppe. Compleat catalogue $2 .00 
(refundable) . PO Box 1734, Dept. AH, Cleve-
land, TX 77327. (713) 592-5859. 

ROUSE PLANTS 
ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI 
& SUCCULENTS. Visitors welcome. 1982-83 
Catalog $1.25. LAURAY OF SALISBURY, Rt. 
41 (Undermountain Rd.), Salisbury, CT 06068 
(203) 435-2263. 

ROYA SPECIAL 
ESTABLISHED HOYAS, 2-3 inch pots, labeled 
and different, some in bud. Eight each for $17.95 
plus $4.00 air and insurance. Descriptive list of 
100+ hoyas $1.00. FREE WITH ORDER. SAN 
LUIS GARDENS, Rt. 3, Box 269A, Dept. AH, 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

INSECTICIDAL SOAP 

NON TOXIC TO HUMANS & PETS, 
SAFER'S Insecticidal Soap. Controls many in-
sect pests. Will not harm honey bees, bio-de-
gradable. Easy to use, add water (40 to 1) and 
spray. 8 Oz. concentrate $3 .95 + 95¢ postage. 
CA Residents add tax. Order from DPI, 165 
O'Farrell St., Suite 400XAH, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 

IRIS 
Siberian iris. Seven named varieties. Broad color 
range, $10. Descriptive catalog 25 ¢. TRAN-
QUIL LAKE NURSERY, 45 River Street, Re-
hoboth, MA 02769. 

MAPLES 
Rare amj Unusual japanese Maples and japa-
nese Black Pine. 50¢ Shipping List. MATSU-
MOMIjI NURSERY, PO 11414, Philadelphia, 
PA 19111. (215) 722-6286. 

NEW METHOD OF IRRlGA TION 
NEW METHOD OF IRRIGATION. Saves up 
to 80% of water and energy used on gardens, 
lawns orchards and residential & commercial 
lands~aping. One control will irrigate up to 300 
square feet of garden or as many as four trees. 
No maintenance, vandalism or electricity. Slm-
pie to install. Tested and proven successful by 
U.S. Dt;:partment of Agriculture. Price $30.00 
each. California add 6% sales tax. No C.O.D. 
Guaranteed. WATERGUARDE, PO Box 1222, 
La Mesa, CA 92041, Dept. A. 
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PERENNIALS 
Rare and choice herbaceous perennials. For cat
alogue send $1.00, refundable with first order 
to: SWEET SPRINGS PERENNIAL GROW
ERS, Dept. AH , 2065 Ferndale Rd., Arroyo 
Grande, CA 93 420. 

PHALAENOPSIS (MOTH) ORCHIDS 
Blooms for months in greenhouse or window
sill ; seedlings to blooming size-white, pink, 
yellow, peppermint, novelty, species. Ship win
ter, weather permitting- $8-18 up plus 15 % 
shipping. GREEN VALLEY ORCHIDS, Rt. 1, 
Box 233 S, Folsom, LA 70437. 

PLANTS, RARE but AFFORDABLE 
Outstanding O rnamentals • Hardy Western 
Natives • Conifers • Wild Fruit • Bird and 
Wildlife Plants • Bee Plants • Containerized 
starter-plants; affordable prices. Informative 50-
p. list-$1.00. FORESTFARM, 990 Tetheraha, 
Williams, OR 97544. 

PROTEA 
EVERLASTING FLOWERS! Mail order PRO
TEA BOUQUETS $15/up. Seeds, Books, Post
ers. PROTEA GARDENS OF MAUl, RR #2, 
Box 389, Kula, HI 96790. 

RHODODENDRON ADMIRERS 
Open the doors to beauty, knowledge and 
friendship. Membership in the American Rho
dodendron Society will fu rnish the keys. Annual 
dues to this non-profit educational organization 
are $12.00 annually. Write ARS, Dept. AH, 
14635 S.W. Bull Mt. Rd., Tigard, OR 97223. 

RHODODENDRONS 
SPECIES RHODODENDRONS. One of the 
largest collections in the United States. Send 
$1.00 (deductible) fo r catalog. We ship. THE 
GREENERY, 14450 N. E. 16th Place, Bellevue, 
WA 98007. 

RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS 
Rhododendrons ; evergreen and deciduous aza
leas. Hybrids and species, dwarf and standard . 
We ship . Catalog, $1.50. SON OMA HORTI
CULTURAL NURSERY, 3970 Azalea Avenue, 
Sebastopol, CA 95472. 

ROTOTILLERS 
TROY-BILT ROTOTILLERS Pre season Dis
counts! Can ship . (703 ) 942-3871 or write 
Hickory Hill Nursery, Rt. 1, Box 390A, fish
ersville, VA 22939. 

SEEDS 
SEEDS! Heirloom vegies, M~xi can peppers, 
wildflowers, more. Send First Class stamp, we'll 
send catalog. G. SEED COMPANY, BOX 
95-A, RUTHERFORD, CALIFORNIA, 94573. 

SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
Deliciously surprise your fami ly with real Ole 
South favorites. Blackeye peas, grits. Each $1.75 
lb. Specify item, quantity. THE COTTON BOLL, 
PO Box 156-H, Hayneville, AL 36040. 

SUCCULENTS ARE OUR SPECIAl. TY 
Adromischus, Crassulas, Echeverias Sed urns 
Euphorbias and many more. Listings'available: 
Mail order and flats available at nursery. Please 

call first fo r appointments. R.G.R. NURSERY 
GROWERS, 30016 Disney Lane, Vista, CA 
92083 . (714) 726-5921. 

UNCOMMON SEEDS 
WO RLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of qu ali ty 
rare seeds from every continent. Thousands of 
exoti c o rn amen ta ls, tropi cals, housepl ants, 
palms, fl owers, bulbs, perennials, trees, rare 
herbs, medicinal, edible plants. Illustrated 128 
page catalog $1 .00. Free vegetable catalog, with 
European & Oriental varieties. WORLD SEED 
SERVICE, Box 1058-AT, Redwood City, CA 
94064. 
FREE CATALOG. Rare, exotic and unusual 
seeds. For the hobbyist and serious gardener. 
THE COTTON BOLL, PO Box 156-C, Hayne
ville, AL 36040. 

UNUSUAL INDOOR PLANTS 
Unusual Indoor Plants. 1,800 Varieties-Be
gonias, Ferns, Geraniums, Herbs, Exotics. NEW 
1982-84 catalog with more color $2.50. 
LOGEE'S GREENHOUSES, AH, 55 North 
Street, Danielson, CT 06239. 

WILDFLOWERS 
Califo rnia Natives, Over 200 Species, shipped 
anywhere. Catalog $1.25 . LAS PILIT AS NURS
ER Y, Star Route 23X, Santa Margarita, CA 
93453. 

WORK CLOTHES 
Factory outlet work clothes. Bargains on new 
shirts (low as $4.95 ), pants, jackets, shoes, boots, 
gloves, coveralls. Send $1.00 for catalog. Show
room Monday-Friday. Sara Glove Company, 
16 Cherry Avenue, Dept. C-131 , Waterbury, 
CT 06704. 

TREE PEONIES 
CHINESE CONQUEST 

Blue and green flowers plus many unusual specimens from 
Chinese dynasties never seen before. Send $2 .00 for Chinese 
catalog and new 1980-1981 all other peonies catalog-credited 
on first Ofder. Also AMARYLLIS catalog. 

LOUIS SMIRNOW and SON 
85 Linden Lane. Brookville. N.Y. 11 545 

Made from 
Sphagnum !2 ~ 
Peat Moss 2%"round $3.72 $6.34 

with built-in 3"round $5.59 $9.34 

Nutrients. 4"round $9.84 $18.58 
2'!A"square $3.97 $6.84 

All prices 3"sq uare $6.84 $12.58 
are postpaid. 

ill 
$13.47 
$21.71 
$44.07 
$14.72 
$29.07 

BONAVISTA Dept. 81 
BOX 813, LARAr'JlIE, WYOMING 82070 

~NEW!~ 

BEGONIAS 
The Complete Reference Guide By 

Mildred L. Thompson 
and 

Edward J. Thompson 

9" x 12" 364 pages Over 2450 varieties 
Over 650 il lustrations 165 in color 

At Last! In One Volume for 
Beginner & Advanced Growers 

History Illustrated with old 
botanical and horticultural prints. 
Classificat ion Facts and 
characteristics of the 8 groups of 
begonias ... over 2450 species and 
cultivars. 
Culture Special needs of the 8 
groups with many step-by-step 
pictures for potting, mixes, staking, 
pruning, fertilizing, spraying, 
propagating. 

~Recial Techni~ues For hanging 
containers, naturalistic growing, 
hybridizing, terrariums, and the 
different growing environments: 
window garden, fluorescent light 
garden, outdoor garden and 
greenhouse. 

Al l books shipped UPS or First Class Mall. 
$35 

TO ORDER YOUR 
AUTOGRAPHED COPY 

Mail to: The Thompsons 
Subsidiary of Millie Thompson. Inc. 

P.O. Drawer PP 
Southampton. NY 11968 

Please send an autog@Qhed copy of 
BEGONIAS for me. I understand that the 
price of $35.00 includes shipping charges. 

Name ______ ______ _ _ 

Address ____________ _ 

State Zip 

o Check or money order enclosed. 
o Charge to __ Visa or __ MasterCard 

Number Expiration date __ 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Signature 
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1982 Awards Nominations Sought 
Members are invited to recommend 
candidates for the Society's 1982 
awards. The Awards and Citations 
Committee will be meeting soon to 
nominate individuals and would 
welcome suggestions from the gen
eral membership of candidates for 
the Liberty Hyde Bailey Medal, the 
G.B. Gunlogson Award and the 
seven Citation awards. 

more productive and enjoyable. A 
recent recipient, Dr. Calvin Lam
born, was the developer of the 
'Sugar Snap' pea, the most imp or
~ant. breakthough in vegetable breed
mg m years. 

Citations are awarded to individu
als, firms or institutions who have 
accomplished something unusual 
and of national importance in one 
of the following seven aspects of 

2ND CLASS 

POSTAGE 

PAID AT 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 

AND AT ADDITIONAL 

MAILING OFFICES 

horticulture: scientific, commercial, 
professional, amateur, teaching, 
landscape architecture and horticul
tural writing. 

If you would like to suggest nomi
nations for any of these categories, 
please forward the name(s) of your 
nominee(s) as well as pertinent bio
graphical information to Mrs. John 
Maury, Chairman, in care of the So
ciety, no later than May 31. The Liberty Hyde Bailey Medal is 

the highest award the Society can 
bestow on an individual. Past recipi
ents include such notable horticul
turists as Dr. Donald Wyman, au
thor of Wyman's Gardening 
Encyclopedia and consultant to 
American Horticulturist; the late 
David Burpee, president of W. Atlee 
Burpee Company, Inc.; and Alfred 
Byrd Graf, author of Exotica and 
the Exotic Plant Manual. To qualify 
for this prestigious award an indi
vidual must be a resident of the 
North American Continent and 
must have made significant contri
butions in at least three of the fol
lowing areas of horticultural activty: 
teaching, research, writing, plant ex
ploration, administration, art, busi
ness and leadership. 

Don't Miss Our Spring Symposium 

The G.B. Gunlogson Award is 
given for the creative use of new 
technology to make home gardening 

This year's Spring Symposium in 
Washington, D.C. promises to be 
something special. Participants will 
enjoy visits to both public and pri
vate gardens in Virginia and Mary
land, outstanding lectures, good 
company, our Spring Symposium 
Banquet and a wine and cheese re
ception here at our own River Farm 
on the banks of the Potomac. If you 
haven't signed up already, do so to
day. Use the registration form in the 
January 1982 issue of American 
Horticulturist news or write or call 
Dorothy Sowerby at the Society. 

This year's Post Symposium Tour, 
Gardens and Mansions of the Mid
Atlantic States, also promises to be 
very interesting. Scheduled from 

April 26 through May 6, this excit
ing tour will take you on an in
depth look at the museums, monu
ments and gardens, both public and 
private, of the Nation's Capital. 
Also scheduled are visits to the 
United States Department of Agti
culture, Agricultural Research Cen
ter in Beltsville, Maryland, and a 
four-day stay in one of America's 
richest gardening areas, the Brandy
wine Valley. Here participants will 
visit Longwood Gardens, Winter
thur, the Morris Arboretum, the 
Henry Foundation for Horticultural 
Research and also tour historic Phil
adelphia. For more information on 
this exciting tour call or write Doro
thy Sowerby at the Society. 
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