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direct, and life-long relationship with nature and the outdoors.  
One of OAK’s signature initiatives is the Every Kid in a Park 

program, in which every fourth grader in America can obtain a 
pass for free entry into more than 2,000 federally managed sites 
nationwide for an entire year. The program’s goal is to inspire 
a new generation to become stewards of our nation’s cultural 
and natural heritage. 

To learn more about OAK and how to become involved, 
visit www.outdoorsallianceforkids.org.

Online AuctiOn in OctOber
ThrOugh An annual online auction, the AhS offers personal 
tours of some of the finest gardens in America, led by notable 
horticulturists and other experts. This year, bidding on auction 
items begins on October 12 and runs through October 26. 

Among the destinations for this year’s tour packages are the 
Coastal Maine Botanical garden in Boothbay, Maine (led by Pres-
ident and CEO William Cullina); Bellevue Botanical garden in 
Bellevue, Washington (led by garden Manager Nancy Kartes); 
the Biltmore Estate & gardens in Asheville, north Carolina (led 

by Director of horticulture Parker Andes); Quarryhill Botanical 
garden in glen Ellen (led by Executive Director Bill McNamara), 
California; and the Sarah P. Duke gardens in Durham, north Car-
olina (led by Executive Director Bill LeFevre).  

Each unique auction package is for four guests and includes 
a personal tour of the garden guided by a horticulturist or gar-
den director, lunch at the garden (usually with the guide), and 
additional items such as access to behind-the scenes areas, gift-
shop discounts, and more.

Proceeds of the auction will support the Society’s national 
education and outreach programs and the stewardship of river 
Farm. More details about the individual auction destinations 
are available at www.ahsgardening.org/online-auction.to
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Programs • EvEnts • annoUnCEmEnts

GrOwinG GOOd Kids children’s bOOK AwArds
SinCE 2005, the Junior Master gardener Program and the American horticul-
tural Society (AhS) have honored engaging, inspiring works of plant, garden and 

ecology-themed children’s 
literature through the annual 
“growing good Kids–Excel-
lence in Children’s Literature 
Awards.” The awards selection 
committee includes AhS staff 
members, Junior Master gar-
dener specialists and coordina-
tors, teachers, youth leaders, 

and kids. The commit-
tee’s goal is to recognize 
children’s books that are 
especially effective at pro-
moting an understanding 
of, and appreciation for, 
gardening, nature, and 
the environment.

The 2017 winners of 
the  growing good Kids Book awards are: Secrets of The 
Vegetable Garden, by Carron Brown, illustrated by gior-
dano Poloni; Because of an Acorn, by Lola M. Schaefer 
and Adam Schaefer, illustrated by Fran Preston-gannon; 
Sleep Tight Farm, by Eugenie Doyle, illustrated by Becca 
Stadtlander; Good Trick, Walking Stick, by Sheri Mabry 
Bestor, illustrated by Jonny Lambert; and The Night Gar-
dener, by Terry Fan and Eric Fan.

This year’s winners received their awards in July during 
the AhS’s national Children & Youth gardening Sym-
posium in the greater Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver, 
Washington, area. To learn more about the growing good 

Kids awards and view previous winners, visit www.jmgkids.us/bookawards.

Ahs jOins OutdOOrs AlliAnce fOr Kids
ThE AhS recently joined Outdoors Alliance for Kids (OAK), a national partner-
ship of organizations and businesses that share a common interest in connecting 
children, youth, and families with the outdoors. “We are excited to be a part of 
this diverse coalition, whose goals dovetail so closely with our own focus on getting 
kids involved with plants and gardening,” says Nora MacDonald, AhS’s Associate 
Director of Membership and Member Programs. 

OAK’s mission is to advocate for equitable and readily available opportunities to 
connect with the outdoors. The coalition’s 100 member organizations—which in-
clude the Sierra Club, the American heart Association, Seed Your Future, and the 
Children & nature network—are brought together by the belief that the wellness 
of current and future generations, the health of our planet and communities, and 
the economy of the future are all reliant on ensuring that people have a personal,  

contacts for
aHs programs, 
membersHip benefits &
departments

For general information about your membership, 
call (703) 768-5700. send change of address 
notifications to our membership department at 
7931 East Boulevard Drive, alexandria, va 
22308. If your magazine is lost or damaged in 
the mail, call the number above for a replace-
ment. requests for membership information 
and change of address notification can also be 
e-mailed to membership@ahsgardening.org.

tHe american gardener  to submit a letter to 
the editor of The American Gardener, write to 
the american gardener, 7931 East Boulevard 
Drive, alexandria, va 22308, or send an e-mail 
to editor@ahsgardening.org.

deVeLopment  to make a gift to the ameri-
can Horticultural society, or for information 
about a donation you have already made, call  
(703) 768-5700 ext. 127, or send an e-mail 
to development@ahsgardening.org.

e-maiL Lists  to subscribe to specific e-mail 
lists for updates on programs and events, visit 
http://connect.ahsgardening.org/email.

internsHip program  the aHs offers in-
ternships in communications, horticulture, 
and membership. For information, send an  
e-mail to internships@ahsgardening.org. In-
formation and application forms can also be 
found in the gardening Programs area of www.
ahsgardening.org.

nationaL cHiLdren & YoUtH garden  
sYmposiUm  For information about the society’s 
annual national Children & Youth garden sym-
posium, e-mail education@ahsgardening.org, or 
visit www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs.

reciprocaL admissions program  the aHs 
reciprocal admissions Program offers mem-
bers free admission and other discounts to 300 
botanical gardens and other horticultural des-
tinations throughout north america. a list of 
participating gardens can be found on www.
ahsgardening.org/rap. For more information, call 
(703) 768-5700 ext. 119.

riVer farm  the aHs headquarters at river 
Farm is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays year-
round (except Federal holidays), and 9 a.m. to  
1 p.m. saturdays from april through september. 
For information about events, rentals, and direc-
tions, visit the about river Farm section of www.
ahsgardening.org.

traVeL stUdY program  visit spectacular 
private and public gardens around the world 
through the society’s acclaimed travel study 
Program. For information about upcoming 
trips, call (703) 768-5700 ext. 127, e-mail 
development@ahsgardening.org, or visit the 
gardening Programs section of www.ahs 
gardening.org.

Website: www.ahsgardening.org  the aHs web-
site is a valuable source of information about 
the society’s programs and activities. Users 
must set up a username and password to ac-
cess the member’s-only sections.

Gifts of Note
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American 

Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to  
support its programs. We would like to thank the following donors for 

gifts received between July 1 and August 31, 2017.

In Memory of Charles Henry 
(Bee) Smith, Jr. 
Mr. John Javens 
Mr. and Mrs. Tevis and  
    Pamela Sensel 
Mr. Jon M. Stout 
Mr. Michael J. Petite 
Middleburg Womens  
    Bible Study  
 

In memory of Dallas Reeve 
Tom and Jane Underwood
 
In memory of James Corfield 
Tom and Jane Underwood  
 
In Honor of Jane Underwood 
Mrs. M. Vivian Boley 

If you would like to support the American Horticultural Society  
as part of your estate planning, as a tribute to a loved one, or as part 

of your annual charitable giving plan,  please call Susan Klejst, Director of 
Development & Engagement, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 127.

Mrs. Barbara J. Becker
Mr. Jack J. Blandy
Mrs. Barbara L. Carr
Mr. and Mrs. Donne and 
    Beth Colton
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 
    Conlon
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Currey
Mr. and Mrs. George 
    Diamantis
Dr. Amy Goldman Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. 
    Hanson
Mrs. Martha Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Morris
Ms. Julie Overbeck

Mr. Duane Partain and  
    Ms. Jane Scheidecker
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Tickle
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tunis
Ms. Katherine J. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Zech
 
Burke & Herbert Bank  
     Trust
Cooley LLP
Davenport LLC
John Marshall Bank
The Patterson Group
Rubino & Company
TTR Sotheby’s 
    International Realty 

$1,000+ Gifts

Seed-Saving Time
remember to submit your seeds for the 2018 aHs seed 
Exchange. turn to page 61 to find a submission form and 
information on how to participate in this popular annual 
aHs member program.

sarah p. duke gardenssarah p. duke gardens

bellevue botanical gardenbellevue botanical garden
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nAtiOnAl POllinAtOr GArden netwOrK MeetinG At river fArM
ThE AhS will host the third annual meeting of the national Pol-
linator garden network (nPgn) at its river Farm headquarters 
in Virginia on October 14. Along with the AhS, more than 50 

partnership organizations belong 
to nPgn, which is a collabora-
tive effort to inspire the creation 
of pollinator habitat through sus-
tainable gardening practices and 
habitat conservation.

One major focus for the 
group is its Million Pollinator 
garden Challenge, a campaign 
that encourages people to create 
and register gardens that sup-

port pollinators. At the annual meeting, representatives from 
participating organizations will strategize about expanding 
awareness of this effort and other promotional initiatives.

Visit www.millionpollinatorgardens.org for more informa-
tion about nPgn and registering a garden.

river fArM becOMes certified wildlife hAbitAt
in AuguST, the national Wildlife Federation officially grant-
ed the status of Certified Wildlife habitat to river Farm, the 
AhS’s 25-acre headquarters in Virginia along the banks of the 
Potomac river. To achieve this designation, a space must meet 
a set of criteria such as employing sustainable practices and 
providing sources of water, food, and shelter to wildlife.

“This certification reflects the AhS’s commitment to en-
couraging environmentally-friendly gardening practices on a 
national scale,” says Associate Director of gardens and Facili-
ties Dan Scott. “river Farm models how gardeners can attract 
and support wildlife through its four-acre meadow, wildlife 
garden, and diverse mix of plants.”  

For more information about this certification program, visit 
www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife.aspx. 

Ahs MeMbers eliGible fOr tGOA/MGcA PhOtOGrAPhy cOntest
ThrOugh A special partnership with the gardeners of Amer-
ica/Men’s garden Clubs of America (TgOA/MgCA), the 
AhS’s members are eligible to participate in the group’s annu-
al photography contest. The winning images from each year’s 
competition are featured in calendars produced by TgOA/
MgCA. Visit www.tgoa-mgca.org to find out how to enter.

three bOArd MeMbers recently PAss AwAy
ThrEE PAST and present AhS Board of Directors members 
passed away this summer. Charles Henry (Bee) Smith, Jr., 
who was a Board member from 1996 to 2001 and then served 
on the AhS Advisory Council for many years, died on July 24 
at age 96. Another former Board member, Gerald T. Halpin, 
passed away on August 14 at age 94. A well-known Washing-
ton, D.C.-area developer, he served on the Board from 1990 
to 1996 and was also a longtime river Farm neighbor. Also on 
August 14, AhS Board member Thomas E. Johnson died at 
age 62. A prominent Washington D.C.-area architect specializ-
ing in the preservation of historic buildings, Johnson had been 
on the Board since 2014. m

News written by AHS staff.

mark your calendar for these upcoming events 
that are sponsored or co-sponsored by  
the aHs. visit www.ahsgardening.org or call  
(703) 768-5700 for more information.

aHs nationaL eVents  
caLendar

oCt. 5–7. America in Bloom Symposium and Awards Program. 
Holliston, ma. (aHs partner event.)
oCt. 6. Great Plants Symposium. sturbridge, ma.  
(aHs partner event.)
oCt. 12–26. 9th Annual AHS Online Auction. national.
oCt. 30–nov. 8. Gardens of Argentina: Buenos Aires, Mendoza & 
Salta (with optional post-tour to Iguaza Falls, nov. 8–10).  
aHs travel study Program.

DEC. 1–22. Indoor Holiday Display. river Farm, alexandria, va.
DEC. 9. Holiday Open House. river Farm, alexandria, va.

2018
Jan. 6–28. Gardens, Wine & Wilderness: A Tour of New Zealand. 
aHs travel study Program. (Wait list only.)
aPr. 13 & 14. Spring Garden Market. river Farm, alexandria, va.

associate director of gardens and facilities dan scott poses by a sign 
identifying river farm as a certified wildlife habitat.


