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et Natural. This kit includes a 72-cell seedling insert that fits 
into an 11-by-22-inch base tray, and an electric heat mat that 
speeds germination significantly. The seven-and-a-half-inch-
high domed lid helps maintain humidity and provides good 
head space for the seedlings as they grow.

Peaceful Valley (www.groworganic.com) offers the Speedling 
Transplant Tray, a reusable polystyrene tray with pyrami-
dal-shaped cells that provide excellent drainage and reduce trans-
plant shock. Each cell is three inches square at the top and three 

inches deep. Trays 
are available with 32, 
72, 129, 200, or 338 
cells. The Speedling 
Drain Tray has 
ridges that hold the 
transplant tray above 
the bottom surface, 
exposing the cell 
bottoms to air. This 

results in a natural “air” pruning of the taproots, which promotes 
the development of feeder roots.  

The sturdy Multi-Purpose Tray from Charley’s Greenhouse 
& Garden makes it easy to transport lots of seedlings outdoors at 
one time. It is about 26 by 18 inches, three inches deep, and is con-
structed of heavy-duty molded plastic. The tray can also be used for 
capillary watering or serve as a humidity tray for indoor specimens.

This is also a good time of the year to start new houseplants 
from cuttings. For those that can be rooted in water, Gardener’s 
Edge offers a stylish option that accommodates multiple cuttings. 

Its Cuttings Tubes 
Set features six two-
and-three-quarter-
inch long glass tubes 
held in a decorative 
steel rack. Place a 
cutting of your fa-
vorite houseplants 
in each tube. At only 
eight inches long and 
four-and-one-half 

inches wide, the rack is small enough to set on a counter or a wide 
windowsill. You can also use the tubes as miniature vases for cut 
flowers from your garden. �

Rita Pelczar is a contributing editor for The American Gardener.LE
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50 the American Gardener

ONE OF my favorite indoor gardening activities in 
winter is starting new plants from seeds and cut-
tings. Most of my seeds won’t be sown for a couple 

of months, but a few, such as celeriac and leeks, need to be 
planted in mid-February here in the mountains of North Car-
olina, so an early start is essential.

The Seed Packet Organizer from Gardener’s Edge (www.
gardenersedge.com) helps remind you when to sow each packet 

of seed, whether 
you start them in-
doors or sow them 
directly in the gar-
den. The attractive 
powder-coated steel 
box has monthly 
dividers for sorting 
seeds by season and 
includes five storage 
envelopes (more can 

be ordered separately) for seeds you collect from your garden.
The limiting factor in starting seeds indoors is usually space.  A 

compact seed-starting unit such as the “Q” Plug System Kit from 
Charley’s Greenhouse & Garden (www.charleysgreenhouse.com)
can help you maximize the real estate you have. The kit includes 
a 48-cell tray with “Q” plugs that fit into a waterproof flat topped 

with a clear plastic dome. Seeds or cuttings are started in the  plugs, 
which are made from composted tree bark. After soaking in water, 
they become spongy like peat, but they don’t crumble. Insert the 
soaked plugs into the cells for a snug fit. 

Rapid Rooter Plugs from Planet Natural (www.planet-
natural.com) are also very easy to use for indoor propagation. 
Made from compost that is enriched with micronutrients and 
beneficial bacteria, they come in 50-plug packs and fit into the 
cells of the Hot House Seed Starting System, also from Plan-
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Camellias in Bloom!

Camellia Tours with Director Robert Bowden 
will be offered in January and February.  

Register at leugardens.org

Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State,  
Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture.

January 15-April 15 — David Rogers’ Big Bugs
Gargantuan insect sculptures made 

from natural materials will be displayed 
throughout the gardens. 

Big Bugs Invasion!

Thank you to Orange County Arts & Cultural Affairs Grant and the 
Friends of Leu Gardens for their generous support of this project.
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