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Mark Dwyer pointed out the unusual 
coleus (Solenostemon sp.) called Under 
The Sea® ‘Copper Coral’, which has deeply-
cut leaves with a shape that somewhat 
resembles a fish skeleton. The coloration 
of mottled red-orange and pink, with 
yellow edging and lime-green stems, 
makes a splash in a container, reaching 
18 to 30 inches tall and spreading 12 to 
18 inches wide in sun or shade. Zones 
10–11, 12–1. Hort Couture.

Echeveria ‘Wildfire’, which forms a rosette 
of ruffled, red-edged foliage, captured 
the fancy of Linda Askey, who called it a 

“total delight.” She used this 10-inch-tall 
beauty in containers with other drought-
tolerant succulents such as Kalanchoe 
thyrsiflora ‘Flapjacks’ and ‘Fantastic’, and 
trailing sedums ‘Ogon’ and ‘Blue Spruce’. 
Zones 10–11, 12–10. Sprint Horticulture.

A heat-tolerant tickseed, Bidens 
Beedance™ ‘Painted Red’ is a staff favorite 
at Suntory for its fragrance and appeal 
to bees. Mounding to 11 inches and 
spreading three to four feet, these red-
tipped yellow flowers can spill out of a 
container in full sun, blooming from spring 
to fall. Zones 9–11, 11–9. Suntory.

Light a fire in your late-summer garden 
with the feathery red spikes of Celosia 
argentea var. cristata (Plumosa group) 
‘Dragon’s Breath’, backed up by distinctive 
red-and-green foliage. Growing to two 
feet tall in full sun, this was a big hit with 
Mark Dwyer. Tolerates heat, humidity,  
and drought. Zones 9–10, 10–1. Sakata 
Ornamentals.

A colorful spiller that Mark Dwyer singled 
out is Calibrachoa Superbells® Holy Moly!™. 
Its petunalike yellow flowers splashed 
with cherry-red bloom all summer on 

18-inch cascading stems, attracting 
hummingbirds. Adaptable to full or part 
sun. Zones 9–11,11–1. Proven Winners.

‘Cherry Night’, a variegated-leaf geranium 
(Pelargonium 5hortorum), performed well 
in all areas of the country, earning an All-
America Selections (AAS) National Flower 
Award. It has unusual bronze foliage 
with green edges, along with cherry-pink 
flowers. Use this in containers or garden 
beds, in sun or part shade. Zones 9–11, 
11–1. Dümmen Orange. 

For a long-blooming plant that attracts bees, 
butterflies, and hummingbirds, consider 
Summer Jewel™ Lavender, a new selection 
of scarlet sage (Salvia coccinea). An AAS 
Flower Award winner for the Southeast, 
Great Lakes, and Heartland regions, it grows 
up to two feet tall in full sun, blooming 
repeatedly from early summer until fall. 
Zones 8–10, 10–1. Takii & Co. Ltd. 
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New Plants 
for 2016BY CHARLOTTE GERMANE

‘Burning Heart’ caladium‘Burning Heart’ caladium

Annuals & Tender Perennials

A novel red caladium, ‘Burning Heart’, was Linda Askey’s favorite plant this year; it also 
received good ratings in a University of Georgia trial. The bronze leaves with orange and pink 
spots grow up to two feet tall in sun or shade. “It did well in the Alabama sun as long as 
there was moisture in the soil,” Askey says. “If it dried out, the color faded and the leaves 
crisped. In bright shade, the plants were elegant and grand all season long. The color is a 
velvety rusty red, unlike any others I have ever seen. It is not traffic-stopping color, but it is 
enriching in a garden border. It works very well with warm color combinations and serves as 
a coarse texture.” USDA Hardiness Zones 9–11, AHS Heat Zones 12–4. Classic Caladiums.

Here’s a selection of plants 

worth trying in your garden 

this year.
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EACH JANUARY, we offer you a 
preview of some of the showstop-
pers, as well as the quietly useful 

plants that will appear in catalogs and 
garden centers in the coming year. Out 
of the scores of new varieties introduced 
this year, we selected these plants because 
they were successfully trialed in test gar-
dens around the country, won industry 
awards, were favorites of their growers, 
or simply captured the imagination of 
gardening pundits.

Trends for 2016 include compact plants 
that tuck easily into small gardens, native 
plants that are naturally adapted to regional 
conditions, deer resistant plants, and plants 
that support pollinators. Sometimes the 
new plants are just plain fun, like a hydran-
gea that blooms in two colors at once, a ce-
losia with brilliant red plumes, or a wacky 
grafted tomato and potato plant.

In assembling this list, we appreciated 
the learned feedback from horticulture pro-
fessionals and garden writers in many areas 
of the country, including Denny Schrock, 
lecturer and Master Gardener coordina-
tor at Iowa State University in Ames; Jane 
Berger, journalist and landscape designer in 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts; Linda Askey, 
garden writer in Birmingham, Alabama; 
Mark Dwyer, director of horticulture at Ro-
tary Botanical Gardens in Janesville, Wis-
consin; Jessica Walliser, garden communi-
cator in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Julie 
Bawden Davis, garden writer in Orange, 
California. �

Charlotte Germane is digital communica-
tions manager for the American Horticul-
tural Society.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE RESPECTIVE COMPANIES LISTED IN 
CAPTIONS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
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Edibles

Garden communicator Jessica Walliser 
extended her zucchini season this summer 
with a 2015 AAS National Award winner, 
‘Bossa Nova’. “I loved the mottled light-and-
dark green skin of this hybrid selection. The 
plants were a bit more compact than the 
other summer squash I grew, and ‘Bossa 
Nova’ was both the earliest producer and 
the latest! I had fruit from ‘Bossa Nova’ a 
full week before the other summer squash 
varieties in my garden, and it kept cranking 
out zucchinis almost until frost.” Zones 
0–0, 12–1. Park Seed.

At last you can get two crops of blueberries 
in one year with Perpetua™, a true double-
cropping bush. Part of the BrazelBerries®

series, it sets fruit in midsummer and 
again in fall. Perpetua’s dark green leaves 
grow in a twisted form and are flushed 
deep red in winter, while the new canes 
turn bright yellow and red. The berries 
are sweet and mild. Zones 4–8, 8–4. Fall 
Creek Farm & Nursery. 

Find red-purple notes for your edible 
landscaping with Japanese mustard 
(Mizuna) ‘Red Kingdom’. Mild flavor 
combines with more heat tolerance and 
less bolting than other Japanese mustards. 
Ready to harvest three to five weeks after 
direct sowing, this is a “cut-and-come-
again” crop where a few outer leaves at 
a time can be picked, and the plant will 
grow more leaves for a total of three to four 
harvests. Its AAS National Award indicates 
it adapts well to many regions. Zones 0–0, 
12–1. Asia Seed Co. Ltd. 

Once you’ve tasted pluerry, a delectable 
cross between Japanese plum and sweet 
cherry, you’ll want more. Candy Heart 
Pluerry™, the second release by the Zaiger 
family company, which cross-pollinates 
trees by hand to create novel and delicious 

interspecific fruits, will be introduced this 
year. Ping-pong-ball-size fruit hangs on the 
tree for a month, reaching peak ripeness in 
mid- to late summer depending on region. 
Candy Heart needs 500 to 600 chill hours 
and grows on standard root stock. If you 
already have Sweet Treat pluerry, it will 
serve as a pollenizer for Candy Heart. 
Zones 6–9, 9–6. Zaiger Inc. Genetics.

Pepper ‘Cornito Giallo’ is a petite sweet 
Italian hybrid pepper that received an AAS 
vegetable award for its outstanding flavor 

and long growing 
season. This 
24 - inch - t a l l 
pepper blooms 
early and keeps 
on going into the 
fall; make your 
first harvest of 
bright yellow 
peppers 75 days 
after you set out 
the seedlings. 

Zones 0–0, 12–1. Johnny’s Selected Seeds. 

Growing to only 18-inches tall, ‘Mascotte’
is being hailed as the first “true” 
bush bean ideally suited for container 
culture. Purple blossoms herald the 
arrival of the slender, crisp beans in 
this sturdy, disease-resistant selection. 
Begin harvesting after 54 days. Plants 
will keep producing through the end 
of summer. Zones 0–0, 12–1. Renee’s 
Garden Seeds.
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Perennials

Expect chrysanthemum flowers year 
after year, in late summer and fall, with 
Dendranthema ‘Pumpkin Igloo’. Denny 
Schrock was impressed by the “non-fading 
vibrant orange flower color on a compact 
branching plant that doesn’t need to be 
pinched.” Schrock also noted that new 
shoots emerging from the base of the plant 
in fall “were a good indication that it will 
survive winter well in USDA Zone 5.” Grow 
this 18-inch-tall plant in full sun. Zones 
5–9, 9–5. Blooms of Bressingham.

Indigo Frost™ is a compact agapanthus 
with two-foot spikes of white-and-blue 
flowers that attract birds and butterflies. 
This drought-tolerant classic of Western 

and Southern landscapes will bloom 
spring through summer in full sun to part 
shade. Zones 7–10, 10–7. Southern Living 
Plant Collection, Sunset Western Garden 
Collection.

High Country Gardens calls its orange- 
flowering Penstemon pinifolius ‘Luminous’ 
its 2016 Plant of the Year. This selection of 
the native evergreen pineleaf beardtongue 
grows to just 10 inches tall, making it 
a fine choice for edging in sunny, well-
drained spots. Brilliant yellow-throated 
orange blossoms appear in late spring 
and early summer. Zones 5–9, 9–5. High 
Country Gardens.

Grow your own vigorous white rock cress 
from seed with ‘Pixie Pearls’ (Aubrieta 
5cultorum). The flowers open in early 
spring on six-inch mounds of evergreen 
foliage. Ideal for sunny or partly sunny 
rock gardens, walls, and paving crevices. 
Zones 4–8, 8–4. Jelitto Perennial Seeds. 

Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia) 
is a longtime garden favorite for its 
drought tolerance and deer resistance. 
Mark Dwyer was impressed by ‘Denim ‘n 
Lace’, a new cultivar with shorter, upright 
stems that won’t flop over. Choose a full-
sun location for this 32-inch-tall plant 
and enjoy aromatic foliage and sky-blue 
flowers with amethyst calyxes from late 
spring to early fall. Zones 4–9, 9–4. 
Proven Winners.

An improved selection of North American 
native smooth oxeye (Heliopsis helianthoides
var. scabra), ‘Prima Ballerina’ brings sturdier 
stems to the middle or back of your sunny 
border. Drought tolerant and adaptable to 
clay soil, this will grow two feet tall in the 
first year and up to 40 inches in the second 
year. Its bright yellow daisylike flowers 
attract pollinators. Zones 3–9, 9–3. Jelitto 
Perennial Seeds. 

Add stature to your dry garden or meadow 
with ‘Thin Man’, a six-foot-tall Indiangrass 
(Sorghastrum nutans) selection native to 
New Mexico. Heat and drought tolerant, 
‘Thin Man’ has a narrow, upright growth 
habit. Birds and other wildlife will enjoy the 
bronze seedheads that ripen in late summer. 
Zones 4–9, 9–4. High Country Gardens.
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If 10- to 15-foot-tall smoke trees (Cotinus 
coggygria) don’t fit in your small garden, 
try ‘Old Fashioned’, a six-foot-tall, deer-
resistant beauty that has three seasons 
of interest with purple-flushed spring 
foliage that turns blue-gray in summer 
and red-orange in fall. Its plumy pink 
flowers bloom in summer. Full sun 
locations promote the best color. Zones 
4–8, 9–4. UpShoot.

Jane Berger grew Kodiak® Black mountain 
bush honeysuckle (Diervilla rivularis)
in New England and notes that “being 
drought tolerant and deer resistant, it’s 
a winner.” This native shrub selection 
boasts purple-black foliage in three 
seasons with red coloring in fall, and 
its yellow flowers attract a variety of 
pollinators. The four-foot-tall  mounding 
habit works well in the landscape and in 
containers. For prime color, grow it in sun 
or part shade. Zones 5–7, 7–5. Spring 
Meadow Nursery, Proven Winners. 

Hibiscus Summerific® ‘Perfect Storm’, a 
new compact rose mallow that bears pink 
and white flowers with red eyes, received 
plaudits from both Denny Schrock and 
Mark Dwyer. It tops out at three feet 
in full or part sun. The black-purple 
leaves form a mounding backdrop for 
the flowers. “Because it has so many 
stems/shoots, it blooms for a long time in 
summer and fall,” says Schrock. Zones 
4–9, 9–4. Proven Winners.

Bring the majesty of dawn redwoods 
(Metasequoia glyptostroboides) to your 
landscape with Jade Prince™, which is noted 
for its improved form, with upright, dense 
branching and a strong central leader. Mark 
Dwyer lists this as one of his favorites for 
2016. The deciduous needles range from 
bright green in spring to rusty orange in fall. 
It will reach 70 feet tall and 25 feet wide at 

maturity in 30 to 40 years in a site with full 
sun. Zones 5–9, 9–5. J. Frank Schmidt & 
Son Co.

Carolina Sweetheart™ is the newest selection 
of the classic eastern redbud (Cercis 
canadensis) with variegated foliage. The 
show begins in early spring when the small 
deep pink flowers open on the bare trunk and 
branches. The new foliage emerges maroon 
before turning green with white margins. 
It will reach 20 to 30 feet tall with equal 
spread in a site in full sun to part shade. 
Zones 4–9, 9–3. Star Roses & Plants.

Summer Romance™ Double Pink mandevilla 
(Mandevilla 5hybrida) won the Southern 
Nursery Association Retailers Award 
this year. This tender vine with double 
pink flowers grows quickly to 40 inches 
and doesn’t mind heat and humidity. 
Plant in full sun, fertilize biweekly, and 
you’ll be rewarded with blooms from late 
spring to fall. Zones 9–11, 11–5. Ball 
Horticultural Co.

Lacy Hearts™ (‘MonHart’) is a new 
selection of Chinese hydrangea vine 
(Schizophragma elliptifolium) with 
unusual variegated foliage that appears 
moonlit. In summer, clusters of airy white 
flowers reminiscent of lacecap hydrangeas 
add even more decorative effect. Plant 
this deciduous vine in part sun to part 
shade, and it will slowly climb to 10 or 15 
feet. Zones 6–9, 9–6. Monrovia. �

The oddball vegetable of the year has to 
be Ketchup ‘n’ Fries™ TomTatos®, a cherry 
tomato and potato grafted together to 
produce tomatoes above ground and 
potatoes below. The growers say you can 
expect more than 500 cherry tomatoes and 
over four pounds of potatoes from each 
plant. Zones 0–0, 12–1. Territorial Seed 
Company.

Shrubs, Trees & Vines

L.A. Dreamin’™ bigleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea 
macrophylla) was a hit in the Southern 
California garden of Julie Bawden Davis. 
“It bloomed throughout the spring and 
summer months, on both old and new wood, 
producing long-lasting blue and pink blooms 
on the same plant without any adjustment of 

the soil pH,”  says Davis. She grew the four- 
to five-foot-tall, five- to six-foot-wide plant 
in a container, and recommends a site with 
bright indirect light. Introduced in 2015, it 
will be widely available in 2016. Zones 6–9, 
10–6. Ball Horticultural Co.

You might want to find room for one more 
rose. British rose breeder David Austin, 
who named Rosa Olivia Rose Austin™

(‘Ausmixture’) after his granddaughter, 
calls it “possibly the best rose that we 
have introduced to date. It is also one of 
the most disease-resistant of all the roses 
we know.” The three-foot shrub blooms 
prolifically and its pink, double/full old-
rose style flowers give off a strong, fruity 
fragrance. Zones 5–9, 9–5. David Austin.

Wholesale Nurseries/
Marketing Consortiums
Visit these companies’ websites to 
locate retail sources for their plants.

Asia Seed Co., Ltd.,www.asiaseed.
net/eng/sub/company/01.asp.
Bailey Nurseries,
www.baileynurseries.com.
Ball Horticultural Co.,
www.ballhort.com.
Blooms of Bressingham,
www.bloomsofbressingham.com.
Dümmen Orange,
www.dummenorange.com.
Fall Creek Farm & Nursery, Inc.,
www.fallcreeknursery.com.
Jelitto Perennial Seeds,
www.jelitto.com.
Hort Couture,
www.hortcoutureplants.com.
J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.,
www.jfschmidt.com.
Monrovia, www.monrovia.com.
Proven Winners,
www.provenwinners.com.
Sakata Ornamentals,
www.sakataornamentals.com.
Southern Living Plant Collection,
www.southernlivingplants.com.
Sprint Horticulture,
www.sprinthorticulture.com.
Sunset Western Garden Collection, www. 
sunsetwesterngardencollection.com.
Suntory, www.suntorycollection.com.
Takii & Co. Ltd., www.takii.com.
UpShoot, www.upshoothort.com.

Retail Sources
Classic Caladiums, Avon Park, FL.
www.classiccaladiums.com.
David Austin Roses, Tyler, TX. 
www.davidaustinroses.com.
High Country Gardens, Santa Fe, NM. 
www.highcountrygardens.com.
Johnny’s Selected Seeds, Winslow, 
ME. www.johnnyseeds.com.
Park Seed, Greenwood, SC.
www.parkseed.com.
Renee’s Garden, Felton, CA. 
www.reneesgarden.com.
Territorial Seed Company, Cottage 
Grove, OR. www.territorialseed.com.
W. Atlee Burpee & Company,
Warminster, PA. www.burpee.com.
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