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River Farm Notes 
In this installment of River Farm 
notes I want to take the time to tell 
you a little about two of the beds 
we have constructed this year in our 
Ideas Garden. One of these is a chil­
dren's garden, and the other is a 
daylily..garden that promises to give 
us extraordinary color and enjoy­
ment for many years to come. 

Let us begin with the children's 
garden. We owe great thanks to Dr. 
Julia Rappaport, a very dedicated 
member of our board, for giving us 
the initial concept of a children's 
garden and the initiative and sup­
port we needed to make this project 
go. Thanks should also go to the 
people at The Family Food Garden 
magazine for providing us with the 
special idea we used in our chil­
dren's garden (Volume 9, number 4, 
April/May, 1981, page 30). 

There are two primary reasons 
why we decided to establish this 
garden. First, we wanted to show 
children that they too could find joy 
in gardening. Second, we wanted to 
show parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and other adults they could 
help to open a child's eyes to the ex­
citing world of gardening. 

We designed this garden so that it 
would provide a child with his or 
her own hideaway right in the mid­
dle of a flowery kingdom, an abode 
for learning, or thinking or just 
good old-fashioned playing. Another 
design feature was that this garden 
be " child proof," that is, it was to 
be planted, cared for and harvested 
by children. Our planting design 
was very simple, one that used only 
plants that would easily grow from 
seed, that would grow quickly and 
that would either flower profusely 
or provide for a good harvest 0'£ 
fruit or vegetables. 

Our garden is built around a tee­
pee that we constructed from bam­
boo poles. The tepee is located in 
the center of a 10' X 15' raised 
bed, and all plantings radiate from 
it. The poles are lashed together at 
the top, and twine ladders run from 
ground to tepee top between the 

Our children's garden at River Farm features 
a bamboo frame, vine-covered tepee sur­
rounded by easy- to-grow marigolds and sun­
flowers. 

poles. We planted 'Sugar Snap' peas, 
cucumbers and squash around the 
tepee so that these plants could 
climb the twine ladders and become 
the living sides of our structure. For 
the remainder of the plantings we 
used a mixture of plants that would 
give us splashes of bright color. At 
the front of the bed are waves of 
several different cultivars of mari­
gold, starting with dwarfs and end­
ing with giants. These were followed 
with zinnias and finally with masses 
of giant sunflowers. We also had a 
tomato corner and a rambling path 
of melons. 

Our children's garden is now a 
reality,; what a fun way to bring the 
wonders of the plant world to the 
attention of curious little minds. I 
have so enjoyed this project and the 
responses of our younger visitors 
that I plan to construct a similar 
garden next spring for my own chil­
dren. Why not try your hand at 
starting such a garden next year 
too? 

On now to the second garden that 
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I mentioned, our daylily garden. We 
owe special thanks to the American 
Hemerocallis Society, the National 
Capital Daylily Club, and especially 
Mr. Carl Orndorff, without whom 
this project would never have been 
accomplished. Mr. Orndorff and his 
fellow club and society members 
have made it possible for a collec­
tion of 106 daylily cultivars to be 
planted at River Farm. We incorpo­
rated this collection into a bed that 
was already partially planted with 
everlastings and other plant mate­
rial. The plantings in our mixed bed 
should complement one another and 
result in glorious color through 
much of the growing season. 

Though we will look at this gar­
den in more detail in a future arti­
cle, I do want to make note of a few 
specifics. First, the daylilies given to 
us were all donated by individual 
members of the National Capital 
Daylily Club, so we owe them a 
great debt of thanks. Second, their 
donation is a varied one and in­
cludes the whole daylily spectrum­
miniatures, small-flowered cultivars, 
large-flowered cultivars, doubles and 
spider-type cultivars. Third, these 
plants are all award winners, and 
every single one should be a delight. 
Though we can't expect tremendous 
bloom the first year, 1982, we can 
all look forward to a very, very col­
orful 1983. 

As in many past articles, I am 
going to end my ramblings with an 
invitation: our grounds are open 
(free of charge) from 8:30 til 5 :00, 
Monday through Friday-please 
come and see us.- Steve Davis 

Guides for AHS Tours Being 
Sought 
The Society is interested in hiring 
horticultural guides for its tour pro­
gram. If you think you can qualify, 
please send your resume outlining 
your special horticultural and geo­
graphic knowledge to the attention 
of Tom Richards, AHS, Mt. Vernon, 
VA 22121. Compensation will be in 
the form of free passage on the tour. 



American Horticultural Society Announces Its 1981 Award Winners 

AHS President Dr. Gilbert S. Daniels 
announced the 1981 American Hor­
ticultural Society award winners 
Sunday, September 27th at the or­
ganization's 36th annual meeting in 
Boston, Massachusetts. 

Dr. Henry Marc Cathey, recently 
appointed director of the U. S. Na­
tional Arboretum in Washington, 
D.C., has been awarded the Liberty 
Hyde Bailey Medal, the most presti­
gious annual honor given in Ameri­
can horticulture. 

Dr. Cathey's contributions to hor-
ticulture are numerous. For over priorities and problems of ornamen-
eight years he was chief of the Flo- tal and flowering plant research. 
rist and Nursery Crops Laboratory A native of Davidson, North Car-
in SEA's Horticultural Science Insti- olina, Dr. Cathey receiv@d his B.S. 
tute at Beltsville, Maryland. Last degree from North Carolina State 
year he was selected as the first ap- University in 1950. He received his 
pointee to the D. C. Kiplinger Chair M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from Cor­
in Floriculture at Ohio State Univer- neB University and studied a year in 
sity, where he assessed the future Europe as a Fulbright Scholar at the 
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erlands before' joining USDA as a re­
search scientist in 1956. 

Throughout his career he has re­
ceived many awards, among rh@m, 
the Foundation for Floriculture 
Award from the Society of American 
Florists; the Norman J. Colman 
Award from the American Associa­
tion of Nurserymen; the Silver Seal 
Award from the National Council of 
State Garden Clubs; and the Medal 
of Honor from the Garden Clubs of 
America. He has also been made a 
fellow of the American Society for 
Horticultural Science and was in­
ducted into the Floricultural Hall of 
Fame of the Society of American 
Florists. 

In addition to his contributions to 
science, Dr. Cathey has devoted a 
gI'eat deal of time to popularizing 
the hobby of gardening for people 
all over the world. He is known for 
his televised horticultural pr@senta­
tions and has been a regular guest 
on NBC's Today and Morning 
Break shows. He has also produced 
22 "Home and Garden Bulletins" 
over the years and has been instru­
mental in the success of the annual 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium. 
From 1974-1978 he was president 
of the American Horticultural 
Society. 

Seven citations may be given by 
the American Horticultural Society 
to an individual, firm or institution 
that has accomplished the unusual 

Sara Groves 

without being accorded proper rec­
ognition. These accomplishments 
must be of national significance. It is 
important to note that no category 
is filled if it is deemed there is no 
qualified candidate. 

The categories for the oitations 
are: Scientific, Commercial, Profes­
sional, Amateur, Teaching, Land­
scape Architecture and Horticultural 
Writing. Five citations were awarded 
this year in the following categories: 
Commercial, Landscape Design, 
Teaching, Writing and Professional. 

The Commercial Citation is given 
to an individual who, beeau.se of his 
or her commitment to the highest 
standards of excellence in the field 
of commercial horticultu.re, contrib­
utes to the betterment of gardening 
practices everywhere. 

The Commercial Citation is 
awarded this year to Mrs. Corinne 
Willard, president of Comstock, 
Ferre & Company Seed House of 
Weathersfield, Connecticut, which 
recently celebrated its 161st year in 
business, and which represents the 
commitment of four generations 
of the Willard family to the seed 
industry. 

Before becoming president of 
Comstock, Ferre she served as a 
horticultural consultant to the com­
pany and hosted a company-spon­
sored "Gardentime" weekly radio 
program for 12 years that sO\:lght to 
educate and inform the public about 
all aspects of gardening. 

Mrs. Willard is also the immedi­
ate past president of the Garden 
Writers Association of America and 
for 15 years served as executive sec­
I'etary of the Connecticut Horticul­
tural Society. Today she is technical 
director for the Connecticut Flower 
and Garden Show. Mrs. Willard is 
also a busy lecturer in southern New 



England, New York and Pennsylva­
nia. Her specialty is daffodils, and 
she is an accredited judge. 

Tne Landscape Citation is 
awarded to an individual whose 
work in landscape architecture or 
design contributes to a better aware­
ness of the field of horticulture. 

This year the Landscape Citation 
goes to Sara Groves, who was the 
first woman selected to become a 
member of the board of Bedding 
Plants, Inc. and was also the first 
woman selected to the board of The 
Georgia Commercial Flower Grow­
ers Association. As a result of her 
activities during her four-year term 
there, she received their outstanding 
service award. But it is mainly for 
her achievements at Georgia Tech 
University that she is being recog­
nized by the Society. Jim Wilson, 
who nominated her for this citation, 
wrote to AHS, "at a time of life 
when many people decide to take it 
easy, Sara Groves, who is married to 
a retired serviceman, opted for a 
new career when he retired from the 
military." With little or no formal, 
technical education in horticulture, 
Mrs. Groves started a successful 
greenhouse that produced bedding 
plants. Her true love, however, was 
landscaping with flowers. She went 
to work at Georgia Tech as a gar­
dener and was soon running the 
show. Today her efforts are noted 
by everyone who visits the campus. 
As Jim Wilson stated, "the extraor­
dinary aspect of these flower beds is 
not only their number, size and 
good design, but also their rich 
range of kinds and varieties. Mrs. 
Groves has achieved nearly year­
rOl:md color with annuals and peren­
nials in a climate where the deck is 
stacked against her." 

The Teaching Citation is awarded 
to an individual whose ability to 
share ' his knowledge of horticulture 
with othlilrs has contributed to a bet­
terpublic understanding of the plant 
world and its impact on man. 

The T€aching Citation is given 
this yeal! to Carlton B. Lees. Some 
@f the most illustrious h0fticultural 
institutions in America have been 
the settings for his educational pro­
gramS: The Brooklyn Botanic Gar" 
den, Kingwood Center in M'ansf,ield, 
Ohio, The Pennsylvania Hortkul­
tural Society, The Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society and The New 
York Botanical Garden, where he 

now serves as senior vice-president. 
Mr. Lees is a noted lecturer, au­

thor and landscape designer. He is 
the author of Budget Landscaping, 
published in 1960, and the revised 
and updated New Budget Landscap­
ing, published in 1979. At the New 
York Botanical Garden he was re­
sponsible for the development of 
new horticultural programs when he 
joined the staff in 1973, and he was 
a part of the design team that reno­
vated the Conservatory. At the Gar­
den's Cary Arboretum, the visitor 
and education center was planned 
under his guidance. 

When Mr. Lees was with The 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
he was responsible for the Society's 
library, educational and service pro­
grams, the publication of Horticul­
ture magazine and the planning, 
management and staging of the 
famed New England Spring Garden 
and Flower Show. Previously he was 
executive secretary of The Pennsyl­
vania Horticultural Society, horticul­
turist at Kingwood Center and a 
member of the staff of Brooklyn Bo­
tanic Garden. 

Mr. Lees has a Master's degree in 
horticulture from Cornell University. 

The Writing Citation is given to 
an individual who, through the body 
of his written work, has made a sig­
nificant contribution to horticulture. 
This year's recipient is Thomas H. 
Everett. 

A distinguished member of the 
staff of the New York Botanical 
Garden since 1932, he has earned 
an international reputation through 
his long career as horticulturist, au­
thor, lecturer, educator and consult­
ant. While on the staff, he per­
formed at various times the duties of 
the Director of Horticulture, Super­
intendent of Maintenance and Sen­
ior Curator of Education. 

In 1968 Mr. Everett relinquished 
active directorship and supervisory 
roles at the Garden to engage in 
writing a new, definitive encyclope­
dia of horticulture, which was titled 
The New York Botanical Garden Il­
lustrated Encyclopedia of Horticul­
ture. Six volumes of this 10-volume 
work have now been published. 

As an author T. H. Everett is 
widely known in the United States 
and abroad. Among his many books 
are The American Gardener's Book 
of Bulbs and How to Grow Beauti­
ful House Plants. 
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The Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society awarded him the Thomas 
Roland Medal for skill in horticul­
ture. As elected president of The 
Kew Guild, an association of gradu­
ates of Kew, Mr. Everett was only 
the second American in nearly 80 
years to be so honored. He is also a 
founding member of The New York 
Hortus Club. 

The Professional Citation is given 
to an individual who makes his liv­
ing as director of an arboretum or 
botanical garden and whose achieve­
ments during the course of his ca­
reer represent a significant wntribu­
tion to horticulture. 

This year's recipient is Henry A. 
Ross. He is founder and director of 
Gardenview Horticultural Park in 
Strongsville, Ohio a,nd has devoted 
30 years of his life to developing 
Gardenview as a hO<fticultural park 
for the education and enjoyment of 
the people in his community. Gar­
denview is a 16-acre public park 
supported entirely by membership 
and admission fees. It includes 500 
varieties of flowering crabapples, 
thousands of daffodils, tulips and 
azalus and over 1,500 tuberous be­
gonias. In addition, it contains two 
small lakes, a library and meeting 
room (built by Mr. Ross), rose 
gardens, and perennial beds of 

Carlton B. Lees Henry A. Ross 

hemew<;:aUis, iris, peonies and 
rhododendrons. 

Mr. Ross conceived the idea for 
Gardenview soon after graduating 
born the horticulture program at 
Ohio State University. He designed 
the landscape and maintained the 
garden singlehandedly for many 
years. 

GardenV'iew is now a non-profit' 
organization, still maintained almost 
singlehandedly by Mr. Ross. It is a 
tribute to his expertise as a plants­
man and to his belief in the educa­
tional value and enjoyment to be de­
rived from a public ga.rden that 
Gardenview has thrived in spite of 
Iack of funds and local government 
support. Gardenview's thousands of 
visitors over the years confirm that 
his dream was meant to come true. 

Harold Epstein 

The Meritorious Service Award 
may be given annually to a member 
or friend of the Society to recognize 
puMicly obltstanding and exemplary 
service in support of the Society'S 
programs, services or activities. 

The Meritorious Service Award is 
being given this year to Harold Ep­
stein. His name is familiar to almost 
everyone in the 1'lorticultural field. 
Although by training a certified pub­
lic ac:countant, Mr. Epstein has de­
voted almost 50 years of his life to 
promoting an interest in gardens 
and gardening. He was an organizer 
and president ot The Hortus Club of 
New York. He is past president of 
The Men's Garden Club of New 
York, the northeast region of the 
American Rhododendron Society 
and The American Rock Garden So­
ciety. He has also received Distin-

III ................................. gttished Service Awards from The 

New Board Members Elected 
At our 36th Annual Meeting in Bos­
ton the Society elected three new 
members to the Boaro of Directors. 
Two incumbents and one retNrning 
board member were also elected. 

The new members of the board 
are Mrs. Charles W. Allen, Jr., Mrs. 
Malcolm Matheson, Jr. and Mr. 
Mark Sullivan. Mrs. Erastus Corn­
ing,. II is a returning member of the 
board and the incumbents reelected 
are Mr. J. Judson Brooks aNd Mrs. 
Frances Jones Poetker. 

Mrs. Charles W. Allen, Jr., of 
Glenview, Kentucky, is an active 
participant il). the civic and cultural 
affairs of Louisville and the sur­
rounding area. A trustee of Berea 
College in Berea, Kentucky and a 
member of the board of United Ken­
tucky Bank, Mrs. Allen also is on 
the Executive Committee of the 
Greater Louisville Fund for the Arts 
and a director of the Kentucky Cen-
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ter for the Arts Endowment Fund, 
Inc. 

Mrs. Erastus Corning? II, of Al­
bany, New York, has rejoined the 
Society'S board of directors .. A past 
president of the Garden Club of 
America, Mrs. Corning also is a 
member of the Executive Committee 
and a Director of the New York Bo­
tanical Garden. 

Mrs. Malcolm Matheson, Jr. is 
from Mt. Vernon, Virginia. Cur­
rently she serves on the Woodlawn 
Council of the National Trust and 
on the gardens and grounds commit­
tee of Kenmore. The Matheson fam­
ily home was formerly at River 
Farm. 

Mr. Mark Sullivan, III has repre­
sented the Society as legal counsel 
for £ol1'r years. A partner in the firm 
of Hamel, Park and Saunders, Mr. 
Sullivan is an amateur horticulturist 
who gardens in Washington. 

New York Horticultural Society, 
The American Rock Garden Society 
and The American Orchid Society. 

Members of AHS know him as a 
faithful and supportive member of 
the board who has been instrumen­
tal in establishing a horticultural 
travel program for the Society that 
is the best of its 'kind now in opera­
tion. Through his many contacts all 
over the world, he has managed to 
arrange garden tours that are 
unique. AHS members come back to 
him again and again to see the hor­
ticultural delights of Europe, Asia, 
Africa, South America and the 
United States. The Society is proud 
of the educational benefits he has 
provided to so many of its members. 
The success of his program assures 
the Society a significant source of in­
come which allows it the means to 
gcmerate yet more educational bene­
fits for its membtus. Without Harold 
Epstein'S support, the Society would 
surely not be, where it is today. 

( 
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Letter To The Editor 
America's wild plants are under se­
vere pressure. The Fish & Wildlife 
Service has identified about 3,000 
species and varieties from all parts 
of the country which are biologically 
endangered or threatened as a result 
of habitat loss, over-collecting, com­
petition by introduced animals or 
plants or other causes. Those centers 
of naturally greater diversity that are 
also areas of rapid economic devel­
opment contain high concentrations 
of threattmed species: over 40 per 
cent of the native flora of Hawaii 
are considered extinct or endan­
gered, over 700 species from Cali­
fornia and 200 from Florida are un­
der study for listing. Some taxa are 
particularly vulnerable: nearly 25 
per cent of our native cacti and car­
nivorous plants are either already 
protected or candidates for listing. 

There is only one national pro­
gram to conserve wild plants, the 
Endangered Species Act. While list­
ing of rare plants under the Act has 
not proceeded as rapidly as it should 
(only 60 species are now protected), 
the Act has stimulated development 
of rare plant conservation programs 
by the Forest Service and at least 15 
states. The Bureau of Land Manage­
ment is now in the process of for­
mulating its policy. 

Equally important, the Endan-

Former President of AHS Dies 
John Hamilton Walker, 68, presi­
dent of the American Horticultural 
Society from 1965 to 1967, died Sep­
tember 2, 1981 at his home in Hil­
ton Head Island, South Carolina. 

Mr. Walker was a retired exec­
utive vice president of the Society of 
American Florists, where he was in­
strumental in establishing the Ameri­
can Florists Marketing Council and 
the endowment fund for the Society. 
Before beginning his career in asso­
ciation management, Mr. Walker 
served as an authority on presiden­
tial protection with the United States 
Secret Service from 1943 to 1948, 
and as an officer of the National 
Geographic Society. 

When he retired from the Society 
of American Florists in 1978, Mr. 
Walker was elected to the Horticul­
tural Hall of Fame. He was also 
awarded the American Society of 
Association Executives' highest 
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gered Species Act identifies habitat 
destruction as the primary cause of 
endangerment and creates a process 
to conserve rare species' habitats. 
Section 7 of the law requires any 
Federal agency which is undertaking 
an action which may affect a pro­
tected species or its critical habitat 
to consult with the Fish & Wildlife 
Service to assure that their actions 
do not jeopardize the species' con­
tinued existence or modify or de­
stroy its critical habitat. 

The Endangered Species Act must 
be reauthorized by Congress before 
the end of May 1982. Hearings are 
expected to begiN in January. Dur­
ing this process the Congress may 
change significantly or abolish im­
portant aspects of the program. 
Some economic interests are pressing 
for the effective repeal of Section 7's 
vital habitat protections and reduced 
legal protection for the species them­
selves. The Reagan Administration 
may be sympathetic to these views; 
it is already considering requests by 
some land-managing agencies that 
they be exempted from Section 7's 
consultation requirements. 

A second line of attack may be to 
exempt plants and "lower" animals 
(invertebrates) from the Act. Already 
at least one Congressman has advo­
cated this step. These taxa lack 
broad public appeal, so the Con-

award, the Key Award. Mr. Walker 
had served on the boards of several 
organizations, including the Na­
tional Council of Therapy and Re­
habilitation Through Horticulture 
and the National JUNior Hbrticul­
tural Association. 

Society Receives Significant 
Gift 
The Society is the recipient of a be­
quest from the estate of Mr. Ernest 
F. Quick in the amount of 
$164,742. Mr. Quick, who was a 
resident of Spearville, Kansas and a 
member of the Society since 1972, 
died on April 16, 1980. 

The Board of Directors has passed 
a resolutioN authorizing the staff to 
prepar(;) a plaque for placement in 
the garden at River Farm as a fitting 
memorial to his iNterest and gener­
osity. Proceeds from Mr. Quick's 
bequest will go into the operating 
fund. 

gress may conclude that it can sacri­
fice them to the developers at little 
political cost. 

The Endangered Species Act is the 
most important conservation statute 
in the world. Reauthorization of a 
strong and effective program is es­
sential to maintaining our own and 
the world's rich flora and fauna. All 
who value our wildlife should par­
ticipate in defending the Act. 

Lovers of plants, because they are 
less numerous than supporters of 
wildlife conservation, have a partic­
ular responsibility. If they do pot 
speak I1P, wild plants may well lose 
that legal protection from which 
they now benefit. Such a loss would 
be a tragedy for plant lovers and for 
all Americans. 

Whether acting as individuals or 
as members of plant societies, gar­
den clubs, or conservation organiza­
tions, plant lovers should coordinate 
their efforts with those of the grow­
ing coalition of supporters of the 
Act. Please contact faith Campbell 
at Natural Resources Defense Coun­
cil, 1725 I Street, NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20006, to learn the latest de­
velopments in the reauthorization 
struggle and how you can partici­
pate most effectively. -Faith 
Thompson Campbell, Director, Plant 
Conservation Project, Natural Re­
sources Defense Council 

New Booklet on Ivies 
The American Ivy Society has pub­
lished a 12-page booklet that will 
imerest ivy enthusiasts everywhere. 
The Care of the Ivies and the Cox 
Arboretum-American Ivy Society Ivy 
Collection includes seven pages of 
cultural tips, information on the reg­
istration of ivy cultivars and a help­
ful list that suggests various cultivars 
of Hedera helix for specific uses 
such as bonsai, terrariums and topi­
ary. A four-page appendix in the 
b00klet lists all of the ivy cuhivars 
currently in the Cox Arboretum­
American Ivy Society Ivy Collection. 

To order a copy of this booklet 
send $1.75, including postage and 
handling, to Cox Arboretum, Ivy 
Care, 6733 Springboro Pike, Day­
tonI OH 45449. Make checks paya­
ble to the Cox Arboretum Ivy Re­
search Fund. Reduc€d rates are 
available for quantities of 12 or 
more. 

( 



AHS REMINDS YOU 
OF IMPORTANT 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS: 
GEICO PREFERRED PROGRAMS FOR lOW-COST AUTO 

AND HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE. 
The coupon below is specia l. Because the Society has 

arranged to have GElCO PREFERRED programs 
available to you, you can use the coupon to request a free 
rate quotation from GEl CO. If you quali fy, you may 
save money on auto and home insurance. As a Society 
member, you are entitled to extra consideration for 
advantages like these: 

LOW RATES FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS. 
GElCO PREFERRED insures those members of pre­

ferred groups-like AHS-whose driving records are 
better than average. Better drivers cost GE ICO less. 
And these savings result in low rates. 

GUARANTEED ONE-YEAR RATE ON YOUR AUTO 
POLICY AS WRITTEN. 

Many auto insurance companies now offer on ly 6-
month auto policies. But as long as you don 't change the 
conditions of your policy, GE lCO PREFERRED rates 
are guaranteed to remain the same for a full year-so 
you don 't risk havi ng your rate increased after just 6 
months. 

LOW-COST HOME INSURANCE, TOO. 
Just check the appropriate box at the bottom of the 

coupon , and you will also receive free information on 

low-cost insurance for homeowners, renters and owners 
of condominiums. Your application will receive special 
consideration. 

YOU CAN CUSTOMIZE YOUR OWN COVERAGE. 
The coverages GEICO offers vary by state, but you 

have many options in putting together your car and 
home insurance packages, both in the amounts and 
kinds of protection. You also get a wide choice of conve­
nient payment plans. GE ICO auto insurance is not 
available in New J ersey and Massachusetts. Home­
owner insurance is not available in New J ersey and 
Mississippi. 

YOU GET GEICO PREFERRED TREATMENT. 
All Society member inquiries receive prompt, prefer­

ential service by a GEICO PREFERRED Insurance 
Counselor. 

FOR FREE RATE QUOTATION 
CALL COLLECT (301) 986-3344 

Your AHS membership entitIes you to special consid­
eration for low-cost auto and home insurance. Good 
drivers, find out how much you may save. For free rate 
quotation, call (301) 986-3344 collect. Or mail this cou­
pon. No obligation. No salesman will call. 

r---------------------------------------------, 
THIS RATE REQUEST FORM IS BROUGHT TO YOU 

BY AHS FOR YOUR BENEFIT. 
Send to: GEICO PREFERRED, GEICO Plaza, Washington , D.C. 20076. 

Name __________________________________________________ _ 

Addres,,-s ___________________________________________ Apt. = ____ _ 

City _____________________________ State' ________ Zip, ____ _ 

Employer ____________________________________ _ Yrs. ____________ _ 

Gov!. or Military Grade _____ ___ Have you previously been insured with GEl CO? 0 Yes 0 No 

Location of car if different from address above: 

Car = 1: City _________________________ State ______________________ __ 

Car = 2: City _________________________ State ______________________ _ 

Car = 3: City __________________________ State ______________________ _ 

Name of current insurance co. _________ Month / Year Current Policy Expire,,-s ___ __ 

Accidents Violations License 
M Driver %of Use in Past in Past Suspen 

Ustall or Marital Yrs. Training of Cars 5 Years· 3 Years " si n " 
drivers F Relation Age Status Occupation lie. Yes No = 1 :2 =3 Yes No Yes No Yes No 

If student away at school, how many miles to school? 

__miles. 

Year & Make 

Model (Nova, ~ 
Granada, etc.) 

Body type : 
214 dr. sdn, ~ 
hardtop, sta. wag 

No. of cylinders ~ 

Est. Annual 
Mileage 

Days per week 
driven to work • 
or parking area 

CAR 1 CAR 2 CAR 3 

- -
SELF One way driving ~ 

distance 

Is car used in 
business (except ~ 
to / from job)? 

If " yes" explain __________________ _ 

· For accidents, violations, or license suspension, give dates and complete details, including cost of damages, on a separate sheet. 718 
L ____________ ~~~~=~~~~~~~~~=~~~~ ____________ ~ 
GEICO and Affiliates. Corporate Headquarters: Washington, D.C. 20076 



New Watering and Planting Method for Staghorn Ferns 

Platyceriums, commonly called 
staghorn or elk-horn ferns, are per­
haps the most striking ferns in culti­
vation, but, because of their epiphy­
tic nature and unique habit of 
growth, they can be very difficult to 
accommodate in a northern apart­
ment or home. In the wild these 
plants are found growing on the 
sides of trees with a set of sterile, 
shield-like fronds that collect humus 
and debris falling from the tree 
above to create their own growing 
medium.- These fronds point upward 
and a set of fertile fronds point out 
perpendicular to the tree trunk or 
hang downward. I have often envied 
greenhouse owners and gardeners in 
the southern portions of the country 
who can easily grow these unique 
plants. For them watering is accom­
plished with a hose, water runoff is 
no problem, and adequate humidity 
and air circulation is easily main­
tained. Not so in my northern 
apartment! 

Over the years my mother, who 
also collects platyceriums, and I 
have developed a system for potting 
these plants that helps minimize the 
problems of watering and dripping 
plants, but also allows us to grow 
them vertically, as they are found in 
nature. Our plants are grown in­
doors in shallow lath baskets par­
tially lined with plastic and are wick 
watered. With these few modifica­
tions in potting style, we have found 
our iplatyceriums to be excellent, 
easy to care for, d\:l;rable house 
plants. In fact, mine have proved to 

be very adaptable and not at all 
bothered by moves from apartment 
to apartment. This potting method 
also would be very suitable for pot­
ting some of the other humus col­
lecting ferns sueh as Aglaomorpha 
and Drynaria. , 

-- Our plants are grown in shallow 
baskets made of three-quarter by 
three-quarter-inch st['ips of pine or 
redwood that have been sawed to 
the proper length ana securely 
nailed into a square or rectangular 
shape. The baskets sold for orchids 
would do nicely, but I make my 
own because they do not need to be 
as deep as orchid baskets, and they 
are quite easy and inexpensive to 
make. The size of the basket de­
pends o~ the plant. I have a small 
Platycerium bifurcatum 'Nether­
lands' in a basket that is 10 inches 
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high, eight inches across and four 
inches deep, a P. grande in a 
9 x 9 X 4: basket and a P. bifurcatum 
with several pups (suckers) in a 
17 X 4 x 3 basket. I also made a 
large octagonal basket for one of my 
mother's plants, a beautiful P. ste­
maria. Since these plants resent 
being disturbed, they should be pot­
ted in a basket large enough to ac­
commodate two to three years 
growth. A good estimate would be 
to use a basket five OJ; six inches 
wider (about three inches on each 
side) than your plant and eight to 

TOP: The supplies you will need to mount 
your Platycerium. MIDDLE LEIT: To con­
struct a basket nail the first four slats into a 
tectangular shape, plac::e three or four cross­
pieces between them and nail thtlm in place 
to form the back of the basket. Build up the 
sides of the basket one levd at a time by nail­
ing two slats across from each other in a 
criss-cross pattern. RIGHT: The finished 
product viewed from the top. BOTTOM 
LEIT: View from the front. As the plant 
grows, it will cover the wire holding it in 
place, 

10 inches taller. The baskets should 
be sealed with a varnish-type sealant 
before planting to prevent rotting. 
Do not use creosote, as it is toxic to 
plants. If desired, the baskets can be 
stained before they ' are sealed. 

Line the back and bottom of each 
basket with medium-weight plastic. 
A staple gun is handy for attaching 
it to the basket. I staple the plastic 
at the top back of the basket, once 
or twice down each , side and 
just inside the front rim. It doesn't 

-need to be stretched tight, in fact a 
little extra plastic at the bottom of 



) 

the basket will serve to hold a few 
errant drips of water until they are 
taken up by the growing media. The 
plastic not only serves to keep the 
media in the basket, but also to in­
crease its moisture holding capacity 
and keep the back of the basket dry. 
Don't cover the sides of the basket 
because platyceriums like well aer­
ated soil. 

At this point I usually pound a 
nail part way into each side of the 
second-to-the-top crosspiece and 
string wire aCJ:oss the back of the 
baskef to serve as a hanger. Once 
the plants are in place, the baskets 
can be hung on the wall exactly like 
a painting. 

My plants are generally growing 
in long fibered sphagnum moss. If I 
have any on hand, I also include 
some leftover orchid mix, bark chips 
andlor osmunda. Pre-soak the mix 
in a bucket of water because it can 
be difficult to moisten, and then fill 
the basket about half full. 

Next add the wick system. Place 
an aluminum can (a beer or most 
soda cans will do) at the top of the 
basket and position the hole of the 
can so that you can see it when 
looking through the top slats of the 
basket. This is where you will water 
the plant, and the more visible the 
hole, the larger the target you will 
have for your watering can. After 
experimenting with candle wicking, 
various types of string, yarn and 
various other types of cording, we 
have found that a piece of old nylon 
stocking makes the best wick. To 
make a wick, cut a nylon stocking 
in half and then cut off the foot and 
part of the top, leaving a piece 
about one foot long. Place one end 
of this in the can so it touches the 
bottom and drape the other end 
over the front of the can and into 
the center of the basket. The wick 
system does not need to be wired in 
at this point; it will be secured as 
the plant is wired in on top of it. 

Fill the basket three-quarters .full 
of potting media before positioning 
your plant, and then place the plant 
two inches from the bottom of the 
basket. Y Ol:lr platycerium will grow 
up, that is, the new fertile fronds 
will rise above the old ones. The 
"body" of the plant, that portion 
covered by the sterile fronds, should 
be above the rim of the basket when 
the plant is finally positioned. If 
sunk too deep in the basket the 

Slll!tils9 
. " by Aztec 

Safe supplemental heat for Indoor plants 
or starting seeds plus personal comfort 
for less than a dime a day. 

Uses 50 watts 
- 1.2 KWH in 24 hours. 
No Maintenance. 

Warms like the sun. Portable, versatile 
- 12" x 18" x 3/4"; weighs 2-1/2 Ibs. 
Allowing 5" distance from plant, heater 
may be placed under, affixed to wall or 
suspended. Replacement guarantee if 
fails due to defective workmanship or 
materials within one year. 

Three colors: Green, Gray, Grained 
Walnut. Price: $13.95 plus$2 handling! 
delivery. 

Send for complete descriptive brochure, 
"SunGro." 

MEDALLION PRODUCTS 

P. O. Box 1702 
Alexandria, Va. 22313 

Catalogue 
for 
Gardeners 

Issued 
Spring and Fall . 

OenolhfJra missourisns;s 
Ozark Sundrops 

each contains an abundance 
of hardy plant varieties and 
useful cultural information . 

I_Holbrook Farm 
., '& Nursery 

Route 2, Box 223B, 2009 
Fletcher , N.C. 28732 

I'm interested . Enclosed is $1 .00 which is 
deductible with my first order . Please send me 
your new catalogue starting with the Spring 
1982 iss ue . 

Name 

Address 

City ___________ _ 

State ____ _ Zip ____ _ 

Perennials • Wildflowers 

Bulbs • Selecled Woody Planls 

Enjoy WATER-LILIES 
In your own garden. 

Lilypons catalogue 
features everything 
needed for your 
garden pool, 
including the pool. 

Lilypons Water Gardens 

WATER-LILIES 
Fiberglass garden pools, 
Lotus, aquatic plants, 
Filters, pumps, lights 
PVC pool liners, sweeps 
Statuary, books, koi 
Goldfish, scavengers 
Send 82.00 for catalogue. 

r------------------------------
LIL YPONS WATER GARDENS 

1511 Amhort Road 1511 Lllypons Road 
Lllypons, Maryland 21717 Brookshire, Texas 77423 

(301 ) 874-51 33 (713) 934-8525 

YES, Please send me the new colorful 
L1lypons catalog. I enclose 82.00. 

Name ______________________ _ 

(plea.e print) 

Addre •• __________ _ 

Cit y ___________ _ 

State ___________ _ 

Zlp ___________ _ 

~--------~-=--~----____ ~ __ ~ L-. __________________________ 
1 
___________________ _ ________ _ _ • 

American Horticulturist 9 



plant may not receive adequate aera­
tion and rotting will be a problem. 

You will need to wire the plant, 
media and wick system in place with 
plastic florist wire or some other 
type of rust-proof wire. Attach the 
wire to one side of the basket with a 
staple gun or wrap it around the 
second slat, and then cross back and 
forth across the plant to make sure 
all is held securely, but not too 
tightly, in place. Extra bits of sphag­
num can be tucked in to fill in the 
spaces. When you are finished, the 
can should be entirely covered by 
the potting media. Scraps of chicken 
wire are very useful for holding the 
potting media in place; they will dis­
color quite quickly and will soon be 
all but invisible. The sterile fronds 
of the plant will eventually cover the 
wire that holds it in place. 

Although I occasionally take my 
plants off the wall for a thorough 
soaking, for the most part they can 
be watered exclusively by filling up 
the can whenever the plant gets 01'1 

the dry side. The can does not re­
main filled with water all the time. 
It merely serves as a reservoir while 
the wick pulls water slowly out of 
the can and into the potting media. 
You may want to test for drips the 
first few times you water. Some of 
my plants drip a bit, some not at all. 
Once the media is throughly satu­
rated, it will always drip. By adjust­
ing when and how much water I 
give each plant I have learned to 
recognize the "dripping point" for 
each plant, and I adjust my watering 
accordingly. 

Platyceriums are available from 
Jerry Horne, 10195 Southwest 70th 
Street, Miami, FL 33173. Send a 
busil'1ess size, stamped return enve­
lope for a list; and Endangered Spe­
cies, 12571 Redhill, Tustin, CA 
92680, catalogue and newsletters, $4. 

-Barbara W. Ellis 

Seed Donations Sought 
The AHS 1982, Seed Program is 
about to get underway. If any mem­
ber of the Society has seed he or'she 
would like to share with other mem­
bers, donations will be appreciated. 
We can accept seed if there is 
enough available to fill at least 100 
orders. Naturally, more unusual and 
hard-to-come-by seed is preferable. 
Please write Steve Davis in care of 
the Society, Mt. Vernon, VA 22121 
for details. 
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New Variety of Flower Discovered; First Since WWII 
Botanists Norlyn Bodkin of Vir­
ginia's James Madison University 
and James Reveal of the University 
of Maryland have discovered the 
first new variety of flower to be 
found on the Eastern Seaboard since 
World War II. Discovered in the 
Shenandoah Mountains on the Vir­
ginialWest Virginia border, the plant 
has been classified as a new variety 
of Trillium pusillum, a member of 
the Lihaceae family. It has been 
named T. pusillum var. monticulum, 
monticulum signifying "of the little 
mountains." The new plant's com­
mon name will be the Shenandoah 
wake-robin. 

The search tor a new variety of 
Trillium began when Dr. Reveal 
heard reports that the Virginia 
wake-robin, T. pusillum var. virgi­
nianum, had been sighted in the 
Shenandoah mountains. In April 
Bodkin comtacted Reveal for help in 
identifying plants resembling the 
Virginia wake-robin that he had lo­
cated at an altitude of about 4,400 
feet in the Shemandoah mountains, 
an unlikely habitat for the Virginia 
wake-robin, which normally occurs 
only in low-lying coastal areas. Re­
veal and Bodkin spent several days 
during the plant's April flowering 
season recording statistics about the 

plant, after which they took samples 
back to James Madison University 
to compare them to the Virginia 
wake-robin. Although the two 
plants look similar to thtl casual ob­
server, the botanists found enough 
distinguishing characteristics to des­
ignate a new var::iety. The mountain 
variety bears shorter and broader 
leaves than the coastal variety. It 
also has a wavy petal edge. Further­
more, the anthers and stigma of the 
Shenandoah wake-robin are the 
same length and its sepals are boat 
shaped. The Virginia wake-robin 
bears flat sepals and its stigma is 
longer than its anthers. 

R.eveal and Bodkin located fewer 
than 1,000 plants of T. pusillum 
var. monticulum and consequently 
will try to have the plant listtld as an 
Endangered Species. Unfortunately, 
the chances of success are small. On 
June 22 of this year the Department 
of the Interior announced that verte­
brates as opposed to all "lower 
forms of life" will receive priority 
for protection. This is a biased 
priority that botanists often suffer, 
says Reveal, and the protection of 
rare and endangered plant species 
"is going to be up to the citizen 
now." - The Washington Post, 
August 3, 1981 

Forcing More Blooms on Bougainvilleas 
Potted bougainvilleas can be forced 
into bloom as many as three times a 
year using a method passed on from 
the Royal Horticultural SQciety's 
journal in the April, 1981 issue of 
Bonsai Clubs International. The 
method is not intended for use on 
plants grown as bonsai but for 
plants grown for exhibition in deep, 
12-inch pots. 

1) After flowering, prune each 
plant heavily and feed with a high 
potassium (potash) fertilizer such as 
12-12-17, one tablespoon per 12-
il'1ch pot. 

2) Water twice a day for two 
weeks. 

3) Spray the new, rapidly growing 
foliage with a weak fertilizer solu­
tion once a week, and if any signs 
of disease appear spray or treat 
accordingly. 

4) After two weeks of heavy 
watering gradually reduce the 
amount of water given until the 

plants are only watered enough to 
keep them from wilting . 

5) Six to seven weeks after the 
plants are pruned and fed (step 1) 
they should be in full flower. Fertil­
ize the plants again with a high po­
tassium fertilizer and foliar feed 
agam. 

6) Water heavily for two weeks to 
help the plants take up the fertilizer 
and then resume normal watering. It 
is not necessary to let the plants dry 
out as thoroughly as in step 4, 
where the severe watering schedule 
seems to promote flower bud 
initiation. 

7) The plants should bloom for 
about six weeks before it is time to 
restart the cycle. 

Bougainvilleas should be potted in 
a rich, organic medium that includes 
compost and some peat. Good 
drainage is essential. Since they are 
greedy feeders, top dress the pots 
every three months. 



The Am erican Horticultural Soc iety is pleased to o ffe r m embers these exce llent ga rdening 
books from Sterling Publishing at a spec ial discoun t rate. 

Buy' any of these titles for 30% 
less than the retail price. 

* POCKET ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
INDOOR PLANTS 
Age Nico laisen 

It full y desc ribes 35 0 
diffe rent indoor pl ants 
by their Latin and com­
mon names, and ac­
companying descrip­
ti ons provide complete 
notes on care and culti-
vati on. 
paper 
$6. 10 
AHS, 

$6 .95 retai l , 
to members of 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS-

AGE Jll teOlJlsaI 

lliiMMiR~ 

YEAR RO UND GROWING 
Barrie M achin and N ige l Scopes 

The volume contains all 
the intern ation al re­
search ca rried out si nce 
1973, and is accommo­
dated in a special large 
format edi tion that con­
ta ins 27 color plates and 
text il lustrations. 
$24.95 retail , $18.70 to 
members of A HS. 

IKEBANA: SPIRIT AND TECHNIQ UE 
Shusui Lomoda and Horst Po intner 

A comprehensive, self­
co ntain ed course of 
practica l lessons, tech­
nica l advice and nearl y 
500 photos and draw­
ings that ill ustrate the 
w ide var iety of ar­
rangements it is possible 
to create. 
$16.95 retail , $13.10 to 
members of AHS. 

* INDOOR PLANTS 
A Popular Guide 
Brian and Valerie Ploudley 

Over 100 breathtaking 
color photographs w ith 
fu l l notes fo r eac h 
genus, detai ls of its ori­
gins, attri b utes, re­
quirements, descrip­
ti ons of it s member 
species and detai ls of 
culti vati on and ca re. 
$14.95 retail , $11 .70 to 
members of AHS. 

CACTUS LEXICON 
Curt Backeberg 

Comprehensive dicti o­
nary of a l l know n 
sp'ecies, and contai ns 
over 4000 entries, 535 
of w hich are il lustrated . 
A monumental sum ­
mary of all spec ies of 
cacti . 
$65 .00 retail , $46.75 to 
members of AHS. 

IVIES 
Peter Q. Rose 

Detai led chapters on 
nome nclature, uses, 
and general cultiva tion. 
Thorough descripti ons 
o f more th an 125 
spec ies, va ri eti es, 
cl ones of ivies. Histori­
cal information on its 
d iscoverer a nd key 
ide nti f ication charac ­
teri sti cs. 
$17 .50 retail , $1 3.50 to 
members of AHS. 

Order Form 

TH E ILLUSTRATED REFERENCE ON CACTI 
AND OTHER SUCCULENTS IN 
5 VOLUMES 
Edgar and Br ian Lamb 

An encyclopedic refer­
ence work prov id i ng 
quick and easy recogni­
ti on of cacti and succu­
lents, w ith photographs, 
description, country of 
origin and general cul ti ­
vati on. 
Each vol. $20.95 retail , 
$15.90 to members of 
AHS. 

BROMEL/ADS FOR HOME, GA RDEN 
AND GREENHOUSE 
Werner Ra uh 

Bea ut ifull y illustrated 
w ith 134 original color 
photos, 3 15 bl ack­
and-white photos and 
90 line drawings, th is 
book is a comprehen­
sive work cover in g 
eve ry aspect o f 
bromel iads. 
$50.00 retail , $36.25 to 
members of AHS. 

flROIIl I ! '-D<; 

O RCHIDS AND THEIR CULTIVATION 
Rev ised Edition 
Dav id Sander 

This co mp letely up­
dated edition contains 
new in fo rm at ion on 
composts, c hemi ca ls, 
pott ing techniques and 
pest control. 
$19.95 reta il , $1 5.20 to 
members of AHS. 

M ail prepaid orders 10 the attention of Dottie Sams, American Horticultural Society, M ount Vernon, VA 22 121. V irginia residents, add 4% sales tax. 

QTY. 

M ake checks payable to the American Horticultural Society. 

TiTlE •• DI SCOUNT PRICE TO AHS MEMBERS 

Bromeliads for Home, Ga rden and G reenhouse . . 

Cactus Lex icon ................................ . . . .. . .. . 

Chrysa nthemu ms-Yea r Round G rowing .............. . . 

Ikebana. 

Ill ustra ted Reference on Cacti and O ther Succulents. 

Vol I $15.90 ___ Vol3 $15.90 Vol 5 
Vol 2 $15.90 Vol 4 $15.90 

$36.25 Name _________________________ _ 

$46.75 
$18.70 
$13. 10 

Address ______ ___________________ _ 

City ________________ 5Iale ____ ZIP ___ _ 

$15.90 ' JuSI Published 
" Includes Postage and Hand ling charges 

___ • Indoor Planls-A Popular Guide . ................... . . $11.70 
$1 3.50 
$15.20 

$ 6. 10 

A ll books hardcover unless otherw ise indicated 
Ivies. 

O rchids and Their Cul tiva tion ................. . 

Pockel Encyc lopedia of Indoor Plan Is .. ... Paper 



November 7 
Callaway Gardens' Founders Day 
Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Information : Callaway Gardens, Pine 

Mountain, GA 31822 

November 7 
Middle Atlantic Region of the American Daf-

fodil Society Fall Regional Meeting 
Boar's Head Inn 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
Information: Mrs. J. Raymond Moore, Jr., 

904 Applewood Lane, Baltimore, MD 
21212 

November 8-29 
Pittsburgh Fall Flower Show 
Phipps Conservatory 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Hours : Daily 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

November 10 
Lecture 
Indianapolis Museum of Art's Horticultural 

Society Study Center 
Indianapolis Museum of Art 
1200 West 38th Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Speaker: Dr. Gilbert S. Daniels, President, 

American Horticultural Society 
Topics: River Farm, house plant cultivation 
Time: 8:00 p.m.; No admission fee 
Information: (3 17) 923-1331 

November 11-13 
National Agricultural Career Show 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Information: George Verzagt, National Agri­

cultural Career Show Manager, National 
Future Farmers of America Center, 5632 
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, PO 
Box 15160, Alexandria, VA 22309, 
(703 ) 360-3600 

November 11-14 
Holly Society of America, Inc. 
Annual Meeting 
Mobile, Alabama 
Information : Holly Society of America, Inc., 

407 Fountain Green Road, Bel Air, MD 
21014, (30 1) 879-0976 

November 18-20 
Second Annual Convention and Trade Show 
Professional Lawn Care Association of 

America 
Commonwealth Convention Center 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Information: Jane Stecker, Administrative 

Director of PLCAA, Bostrom Manage­
ment 

Corporation, Chicago, IL 60611 
(3 12) 644-0828 

November 20-22 
Central Florida Orchid Society Fall Show 
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Florida Festival, Opposite Sea World 
Orlando, Florida 
Hours: 11 :30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Friday and 

Saturday, 11 :30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sunday 
No admission fee 
Information : Ann Mann (3 05 ) 876-2625 

November 21-24 
American Society of Landscape Architects 

81st Annual Meeting and Educational 
Exhibit 

Washington Hilton Hotel 
Washington, D.C. 
Information: American Society of Landscape 

Architects, Attn . Bill Oyler, 1900 M Street, 
N .W., Suite 320, Washington, DC 20036, 
(202) 466-7730 

November 29-December 3 
Entomological Society of America 

Annual Meeting 
San Diego, California 
Information: Program Chairman, Dr. Vahram 

Sevacherian, Department of Entomology, 
University of California, Riverside, CA 
92521, (714) 787-3588 

December 18-January 10 
Pittsburgh Christmas Flower Show 
Phipps Conservatory 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Hours : 9:00 a.m . to 5:00 p.m. 

January 15-16 
American Rock Garden Society 
Eastern Winter Study Weekend 
Marriott Hotel 
Newton, Massachusetts 
Information: Donald M. Hughes, 157 Circuit 

Street, Hanover, MA 02339 

If your horticultural club or association is 
planning an event that may be of interest to 

our national audience, please send us infor­
mation concerning the nature of the meeting, 
the dates, times and location at least three 
months prior to the time the meeting will 
take place. We will be happy to include it in 
our Calendar unless space limitations prevent 
us from doing so. 

Dates to Remember 
Kenya, China, Hawaii, Arizona and 
England are just some of the desti­
nations for Society sponsored tours 
scheduled during the corning winter 
and spring. 

First, though, members and resi­
dents in the Washington area will 
not want to miss our annual Christ­
mas Open House, scheduled from 
1 :00 to 4:00 p.m. on December 17 
here at River Farm. In addition to 
tours of the house and refreshments, 
all of our guests will enjoy watching 
Bobbi Birra from the Yacht Haven 
Garden Club demonstrate how to 
make holiday decorations. We are 
also planning a holiday plant sale, 
and guests are invited to register to 
win a traditional boxwood wreath 
that is to be awarded as a door 
prize to a lucky visitor. 

From February 4 to 18 members 
will have the opportunity to travel 
to East Africa on the Indian Ocean 
to participate in a unique tour that 
emphasizes both the Flora and 
Fauna of Kenya. Learn about the 
plants and animals of this nation so 
famous for its national parks, wild­
life and beautiful scenery. 

Horticulture, botany, history, ar­
chaeology and the arts and cultural 
aspects of Southwestern Arizona will 
be the focus of our tour to this fas­
cinating state from February 15 to 
30. Participants will visit Organ Pipe 
National Monument, the Desert Bo­
tanical Gardens, Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum, Frank Lloyd Wright'S 
winter home, Taliesen, several pri­
vate gardens as well as such spots as 
"Too-Tough-To-Die;' Arizona and 
the O.K. Corral. 

Visits to gardens and natural 
areas in our 50th state are scheduled 
from February 20 to March 5, 1982 
on our tour of the Wonders of Ha­
waii . Enjoy exotic foliage, breath­
taking scenery and lovely beaches on 
four of Hawaii's beautiful islands. 

Peking, Canton, Shanghai, the 
Great Wall and the Forbidden City 
are just some of the destinations on 
what is sure to be a very exciting 
exploration of the Wonders of 
China, scheduled from April 3 to 
22, 1982. Participants will visit 
Hong Kong before traveling to the 
mainland to tour historic gardens, 
parks and museums and learn more 
about China's history and culture. 

From April 9 to 22 members will 



enjoy the Natural Wonders of Geor- from four to six months in filling 
gia and South Carolina during the orders. If you have ordered or are 
height of the spring blooming sea- planning to order this popular book, 
son. Destinations include the famed please be patient. Your order will be 
Okefenokee Swamp, Callaway Gar- filled as soon as possible. 
dens with its well-known azalea dis-

Old Cultivars The Best play, Park Seed Company and Way-
side Gardens as well as natural areas This year's African Violet Society of 
with native carnivorous plants. America's Annual Convention and 

Finally, two very exciting tours Show proved that newest is not nec-
are scheduled for May and June, essarily best. 
1982. From May 6 to 20 members Tinari Greenhouse's 'Pink Philly' , 
will again have the opportunity to a cultivar registered in 1969, was se-
visit the Gardens of England and the lected as Best in Show, and 'Katy 
Chelsea Flower Show. The ship Did', registered by Catheine Hawley 
World Discoverer will be home in 1970, was selected as runner-up. 
from June 8 to 18 for participants in 'Blue Excitement', registered in 1969 
our tour of Mediterranean Villas by C. Wilson, placed third. 
and Palaces as it visits Italy, Spain, The first and second place entries 
Portugal and France. in the Collection category also con-

For more information, brochures tained old cultivars. The First Place 
and reservation cards for any of the Collection consisted of Hawley's 
above activities, write to Dorothy 'Superfection' , registered in 1971, 
Sowerby in care of the Society. 'Katy Did' and Max Maas' 'Mary 

Delayed Again 
C', registered in 1975. The Second 
Best Collection consisted of Gran-

The Englishwoman's Garden by Al- ger's 'Starshine' and Mrs. T. Cor-
vilde Less-Milne and Rosemary yell's 'Colorado Knight', registered 
Verey has been one of the most pop- in 1972 and 1974 respectively, as 
ular books made available to Society well as a very old cultivar, 
members thus far. Unfortunately, 'Admiral', registered by Armacost & 
since the books are shipped from Royston in 1948. -African Violet 
England, there have been deiays of Magazine, September 1981 

Biological Control of Chestnut Blight Effective 
Biological control may be the an- pathogenic forms that wer\'! respon-
swer to solving the problems of the sible for destroying more than 13 
American chestnut, say researchers million acres of American chestnut," 
at West Virginia University's Agri- says Dr. MacDonald. Researchers 
cultural and Forestry Experiment also are studying the biology of the 
Station. They have just received a hypovirulent strains to understand 
grant from the United States Forest what causes them to lose their abil-
Service to continue their studies in ity to kill trees, and ways of artifi-
controlling chestnut blight through cally establishing the weakened 
this means. strains within the forest. The hypo-

"The occurrence of a disease of virulent strains of fungus have been 
the blight-causing fungus has pro- deployed in study areas in three of 
vided a new outlook for the Ameri- West Virginia's counties, Pendleton, 
can chestnut," says Professor Wi 1- Pocahontas and Tucker. To date 
liam L. MacDonald of the these strains have been used success-
University's Plant and Soil Science fully to treat and control infections 
Division. Weakened or diseased caused by pathogenic forms. 
strains of the fungus, called hypovi- Researchers also are gathering in-
rulent, have been responsible for the formation on the natural spread and 
natural remission of chestnut blight establishment of the hypovirulent 
in Italy and in several isolated loca- strains. According to Dr. Mac-
tions in the United States. Donald, "with successful establish-

The program at the University of ment of hypovirulent strains comes 
West Virginia was established to the hope that chestnut blight can be .J 
"evaluate the potential of using controlled biologically and the 
weak (hypovirulent) strains of the American chestnut can again be 
blight-causing fungus to control the grown successfully." 

You won't 
believe the 
difference ... 

.... 1\ 
ABSORBENT PQlYt,£R 

A product of USDA research , 
AquaStor is a new soil additive that 
dramatically increases water holding 
capacity . It helps plants develop faster 
and grow hardier, with less frequent 
watering . 

Protects gardens 
in hot, dry weather 

With AquaStor , flowering plants de­
velop more blossoms. It helps produce 
greater vegetable yields in less time . 
All with up to 50% less water . 

A sure start 
for trees and shrubs 

AquaStor helps establish plants . It 
virtually eliminates transplant shock 
and encourages root development. 

Water houseplants 
once a month . 

This remarkable powder absorbs 
hundreds of times its weight in water , 
forming swollen gel particles. These 
actual " pieces of water " provide avail­
able moisture throughout the soil. 
Plants draw water only as needed . 
Smaller houseplants may require water 
every two weeks . 

The 40z . package of fast absorbing 
AquaStor 450 is enough for ten aver­
age houseplants. For outdoors order 
extra absorbing AquaStor 900. One 8 
oz . package does 30 ten foot rows , 
200 sq . feet of garden , or 12 average 
trees or shrubs .. AquaStor will gradu­
ally biodegrade in about two years . 

We guarantee results 
or your money back! 

Absorb!'lnt Industries Inc. 
611 E. Jefferson St. 
Morton, 1161550 

Name' _ ___ ____ _ _ _ 

Address, _ _ _______ _ 

City _ ___ State_ Zip, __ _ 

IJ MC O VI SA# _ _ _ _ ___ _ 

Interbank# Exp . Date. __ _ 

AquaStor 450 AquaStor 900 
_ _ 4 oz . 80z 

$4 .95 ppd . $7 .95 ppd . 
_ _ Three for Three for 

$12 .95 ppd . $19 .95 ppd . 
Credit card or money orders shipped within 48 hrs 
Check orders . allow 2·4 weeks tor delivery 
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GARIENER'S~IPlACE 
GARDEN FURNITURE 
Solid Teakwood Garden Seats-featured in the 
arboretums & gardens of England. The perfect 
heirloom gift for church, park or private garden. 
Send $2.00 (deductible) for the 10-page British 

CLASSIFIED AD RATES: 50~ per word; $10.00 BROMELIADS 
color catalogue and current price list. Precipi-
tation, Inc., 17317 Germantown Rd., German-

minimum per insertion. 10% discount for three THE BROMELIAD TREASURY, Dept. A, of- town, MD 20767 (301) 428-3434. 
consecutive insertions using same copy. Copy fers a selection of decorative species and hybrid 
must be received two months prior to publi- Bromeliads at very reasonable prices. Unique GARDENING 
cation date. Send orders to the attention of Cindy 20 page DESCRIPTIVE LIST, $1.00, refund- "THE BACKSAVER SHOVEL"-Our new, 
Weakland, American Horticultural Society, able with first order. Also "Bromeliads for narrow cut, tapered shovel moves less earth. 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121. Or call (703 ) Modern Living," 80 page booklet with 135 Digs smaller, neater holes. EASIER ON YOUR 
768-5700 . beautiful Bromeliad color photos, $4.00 post- BACK! Overall length is five feet-no stooping. 

age paid. 639 Bend Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. Narrow cut blade averages 5" in width instead 

AMARYLLIS BULBS BULBS 
of traditional 8 V," . Standard 11 W' long blade 
allows you to dig deeply without disturbing large 

AMAR YLLIS, Imported Dutch Hybrids. Ex- WHOLESALE AND RETAIL Finest Topsize amounts of soil. WRITE FOR FREE ILLUS-
hibition Size Bu lbs 32cm./up. UNITED NA- Holland Bulbs. Special offer for fall 1981-100 TRATED BROCHURE. For a BACKSA VER 
TIONS, white with red stripes . LUDWIG'S Mixed Longstemmed Tulips $24.50. 100 Daf- SHOVEL send $15 .00 (Price includes UPS). Md., 
GOLIATH, bright red. FIREDANCE, ver- fodils Naturalizing Mixture $29.50. 100 Nar- D.C., Va . residents add local sales tax. P.I. Tool 
milion . FANTASTICA, velvety red with white cissi Paperwhites $29.00 . Add 10% shipping. Supply, 17317 Germantown Rd., Germantown, 
stripes. LUCKY STRIKE, rich deep scarlet. Free color catalog. MESSELAAR BULB COM- MD 20767. 
BOUQUET, fine salmon. DUTCH BELLE, rosy PANY, Box 269M, Ipswich, MA 01938. 
pink. BEAUTIFUL LADY, orange. MARIA GREENHOUSE GROWING 
GORETTI, white. APPLEBLOSSOM, pink with CACTI AND SUCCULENTS PROPAGATION BREAKTHROUGH-Don't 
white stripes. $7 .50 each, 10 for $65 .00. Cul- Cactus, Epiphyllums, Lithops, Echeverias and gamble- Use only the best mist controls. Guar-
tural instructions included. Free color catalog. other succulent plants, 95 page Catalog $1.00. anteed, versatile, portable, indoor, outdoor, 
Add 10% shipping. MESSELAAR BULB COM- CACTUS GEM NURSERY, Dept. H, 10092 automatic, economical. Write AQUAMONI-
PANY, Box 269M, Ipswich, MA 01938 . Mann Drive) Cupertino, CA 95014. TOR, Box 327-B, Huntington, NY 11743. 

AUDUBON '"FEEDER Join the CACTUS OF THE MONTH CLUB. 
Special offer for large capacity squirrel-proof List of Exotic cacti for stamp. For your first HELP WANTED 

bird feeder complete with post direct from man- SURPRISE cactus send $2.95 to: CALIFORNIA GARDENER/CARETAKER. Experienced. Self-
ufacrurer. CLARKE PRODUCTS CO. INC., Box CACTUS PAD, 88 McKee Street, Dept. AHS, starter. Small northern Westchester, New York 
391, West Hartford, CT 06107 (203) 236-3378. Ventura, CA 93001. estate. Lakeside cottage. Good salary. Depend-

AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS CARNIVOROUS PLANTS 
able. Mature couple. Recent references. Box CW, 
American Horticultural Society, Mt. Vernon, 

EXOTIC MALA YSIANNIREY A and Mad- WIP-World's largest grower of exotic carni- VA 22121. 
denii rhododendron adapt easily from tropical vores, over 75 varieties . Now featuring rare HERBS mountaintops to sunny windowsills. Catalog T ropical Pitcher Plants (Nepenthes). Fully il-

LA VENDER, ROSEBUDS, POTPOURRI, herbs, $1.00. THE BOVEES NURSERY, 1737-C SW lustrated catalog 50¢ . WIP, Box 303C, Grant, 
Coronado, Portland, O R 97219. FL 32949. spices, essential oils, fixatives ... . Wholesalel 

BONSAI TREES Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and 
Retail Catalogue 50¢. Potpourri Crafting Book-
let $2.00 . Tom Thumb Workshops,-Box 3496 

Grower and Importer of Quality Bonsai. Send supplies. Book, The World of Carnivorous Plants, AH) Alexandria, VA 22302. 
50¢ for catalog. BRUSSEL'S BONSAI NURS- $6.50 postpaid. Illustrated catalog 25 ¢, Peter 

HILLTOP HERB FARM, 24 years experience. 
ERY, 305 Colonial Rd., Memphis, TN 38117. Pauls Nurseries, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 

Herb plants for collectors, Goodies from Gal-

BOOKS CATALOGS limaufry Shoppe. Compleat catalogue $2 .00 

All-color TROPICA enlarged 2nd Edition, 7,000 96-page color catalog has many sensational val-
(refundable). PO Box 1734, Dept. AH, Cleve-
land) TX 77327. (713) 592-5859. 

photos, $115 .00 . Pictorial Cyclopedia EX- ues on more than 1,300 varieties Peonies, Day-
Fall perennial HERBS for your garden Culinary OTICA, 12,000 photos, $78.00. EXOTIC lilies and Iris, plus timely tips. $2 (deductible 

PLANT MANUAL, 4,200 photos, $37.50 . EX- on first catalog order). Gilbert Wild & Son, Inc., HERBS for your windowsi ll. Send $1.00 for 

OTIC HOUSE PLANTS, 1,200 photos, $8.95 . AH-1181, Joplin Street, Sarcoxie, MO 64862. catalog and free HERBAL surprise-refunded 

Shipped prepaid if check with order. Circulars with order. HIGH MEADOW FARMS, DAH, 

gladly sent. ROEHRS, Box 125 , E. Rutherford, DWARF CONIFERS Box 357, Hayesville, NC 28904. 

NJ 07073. Over 100 types of dwarf conifers described by HOUSE PLANTS 
48-PAGE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG. 400 size, shape, color and texture . Mail Order. Cat-
books for indoor, outdoor, hydroponic and alog $1.00 (refundable ). WASHINGTON UNUSUAL INDOOR PLANTS. 1,800 Vari -

greenhouse gardening. 25¢. CAPABILITY'S, Box EVERGREEN NURSERY, Box 125 AH, South eties-Begonias, Exotics, Geraniums, Cacti, 

114A11, Deer Park, WI 54007. Salem, NY 10590. Oxalis, Herbs. Catalog with color $2.00. Lo-

Secondhand and rare books on botany and gar-
gee's Greenhouses, AH, 55 North Street, 

dening. Free catalogues issued quarterly . Ian FAMILY FOOD FACTORY Danielson, CT 06239 . 

Jackson, PO Box 9075) Berkeley, CA 94709. FAMILY FOOD FACTORY. Amazing new ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI 

" STEP BY STEP BOOK OF DRIED BOU- hydroponic home planter grows nearly 400 veg- & SUCCULENTS. Visitors welcome. 1980-81 

QUETS" New 2nd Edition includes 24 color etables annually fo r "pennies per pound"-in- Catalog $1.00. LAURAY OF SALISBURY, Rt. 
41 (Undermountain Rd.), Salisbury, CT 06068 

pages, 275 black & white show-and-tell photos. doors, outdoors. Build it from PVC pipe, stock 
(203) 435-2263. 

Diversified Colonial & Modern dried flower components. "How To" Report $1.00 (refund-
House plant Supplies. Full line of growing ma-arrangements, bridal keepsakes & Williams- ab le ). CLARK SYSTEMS, 1670 W. Broadway 

burg styles. $8.95 plus 85 ¢ post. Also compan- 4A, Anaheim, CA 92802. terials including books, soil, ferti lizers, sprays. 

ion book, the "Step by Step Book of Preserved African Violet cuttings. Send 2 stamps for cat-

Flowers 2nd Ed." with directions for drying FLOWER JEWELRY alog . DoDe's Gardens, 1490 Saturn Street, 

with silica gel, microwave, oven heat and hang- Handpainted enameled flowers on 14kt. gold Merritt Island FL 32952. 

ing. Alph abetized Flower Index. $2.95 plus 85 ¢ and sterling silver; earrings, pendants and EXOTIC FOLIAGE PLANTS, Variegates, Suc-
post. Both books $12.75 prepaid. Roberta Mof- brooches all featured in our latest catalogue. cu lents, Hoyas, Sansevierias, Cycads, Ferns, 
fitt Designs, PO Box 3597, Wilmington, DE Send $1 to John De Salvio Company, 507 Fifth Bonsai, Flowering bushes and trees, ground-
19807. Free Newsletter, send stamp. Avenue, New York, NY 10017. cover, LANDSCAPING MATERIALS, Bam-
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boo, Palms, Aloes, Haworthias, Bulbs, Ever-
greens, Azaleas, Camellias. Cata log and 
newsletters. $4. Endangered Species, 12571 (F) 
Redhill, Tustin, CA 92680 

HOYA SPECIAL 
ESTABLISHED HOYAS, 2-3 inch pots, labeled 
and different, some in bud. Eight each for $1 7.95 
plus $4 .00 air and insurance. Descriptive list of 
100+ hoyas $1.00. FREE WlTH ORDER. SAN 
LUIS GARDENS, Rt . 3, Box 269A, Dept. AH, 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

INDOOR TROPICAL PLANTS 

HAWAIIAN PLANTS. Our new 1981 catalog 
is now available and lists many rare and unusual 
plants, seeds and gifts. Send 50¢ postage/han-
dling. HANA GARDEN LAND, PO Box 248 
AH, Hana, Maui, HI 96713. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Exotic Butterflies, Beetles ... Africa, Brazil , etc. 
64 Page Catalog. $1.00 . COMPLETE SCI EN-
TIFIC, PO Box 307-H, Round Lake) IL 60073. 

PECANS: Quart each halves, pieces, meal. Three-
quart sampler $11.95 postpaid. Tenpeco, Box 
638 HO, Rutherfo rd, TN 38369. 

NEW METHOD OF IRRIGATION 

NEW METHOD OF IRRIGATION. Saves up 
to 80% of water and energy used on gardens, 
lawns, orchards and residential & commercial 
landscaping. One control will irrigate up to 300 
square feet of garden or as many as four trees. 
No maintenance, vandalism or electriciry. Sim-
pie to insta ll. Tested and proven successful by 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Price $30.00 
ea. California add 6% sales tax . No C.O. D. 
Guaranteed. WATERGUARDE, PO Box 1222, 
La Mesa, CA 92041. 

ORCHIDS 

ORCHIDS! ORCHIDS! ORCHIDS! Brome-
liads, Staghorn Ferns, Books, Peters Fertilizer 
Potting Mixes, Supplies for indoor and green-
house culture . 22 page catalog. 30¢ coin or 
stamps . FOX ORCHIDS, INC. , 6615 West 
Markham, Little Rock, AR 72205. 

ORCHIDS AND BROMELIADS 

ORCHIDS and BROMELIADS, plants and seeds. 
New catalog, with color, offering about 2,500 
different species available since December 1981, 
$2 .00 ; or $4.00 if airmailed (postage only). 
SEEDS of many Philodendron, Palm, Coffee-
nana ect. Fresh ARALIA ELEGANTISSIMA 
SEEDS just ready, 10,000 for $110.00, 50,000 
for $350.00, 100,000 for $550.00, 200,000 for 
$900.00; airmailed. Payment of seeds or ca ta-
logs by check in U.S . money payable exclusively 
in New York, by any bank. Wholesale price list 
available for $1.00 postage. ALVIM SEIDEL, 
Box 1, Corupa, Santa Catarina, Brazil. 

PHALAENOPSIS (MOTH) ORCHIDS 

B'looms for months in greenhouse or window-
sill. Available from flask to blooming size. White, 
pink, yellow, peppermint, novelry species. Ship 
winter, weather permitting. Add 15% shipping 
U.S.A. GREEN VALLEY ORCHIDS, Rt. 1, Box 
233S, Folsom, LA 70437. 

RARE MAPLE SEED 

JAPANESE MAPLES, UNUSUAL SPECIES 
AND SELECTED CUL TIVARS. Small packets 
for collectors, specialists and bonsai use. Send 
18¢ for list. MAPLEWOOD SEED COM-
PANY, 6219-A S.W. Dawn, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034. 

RARE NATIVE PLANTS 

Rarely offered southern species, woody and 
herbaceous, a ll nursery-grown, including large 
selection of southeastern natives, many hardy 
northward, and newly introduced exotics se-
lected fo r southern gardens. Send SASE for mail -
order list. WOOD LANDERS, 1128 Colleton 
Ave., Aiken, SC 29801. 

Rhododendron -chapmanii , R.' austrinum, R. 
speciosum , R. serrulatum, R. prunifolium , 
Magnolia ashei (Weaherby), Magnolia pyr-
amidata, Stewartia malacodendron. Grown from 
native seed or cuttings. Write for prices and 
shipping dates. SALTER TREE FARM, Rt 2, 
Box 1332, M adision, FL 32340 

RHODODENDRON ADMIRERS 

Open the doo rs to bea uty, knowledge and 
friendship. Membership in the American Rho-
dodendron Sociery will furnish the keys. Annual 
dues to this non-profi t educa tional organization 
are $12.00 annua ll y. Write ARS, Dept. AH, 
14635 S.W., Bull Mt. Rd ., Tigard, OR 97223. 

RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS 

Rhododendrons; evergreen and deciduous aza-
leas. H ybrids and species, dwarf and standard. 
We ship. Catalog, $1.50. SONOMA HORTI-
CULTURAL NURSERY, 3970 Azalea Avenue, 
Sebastopol, CA 95472. 

UNCOMMON SEEDS 

Our la test ca ta log features many new seeds and 
bulbs not previously offered. If you a re a serious 
grower of uncommon plants, our ca talog is spe-
cially for you. Catalog 25 ¢. The Banana Tree, 
715 Northampton St.) Easton, PA 18042. 

WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of qu aliry 
rare seeds from every continent. Thousands of 
exotic o rna menta ls, tropica ls, housep lants, 
palms, flowers, bulbs, perennials, trees, ra re 
herbs, medicinal , edible plants. Illustrated 128 
page catalog $1.00. Free vegetable ca ta log, with 
European & Oriental va rieties. WORLD SEED 
SERVICE, Box 105 8-AT, Redwood Ciry, CA 
94064. 

FREE CATALOG. Rare, exotic and unusual 
seeds. For the hobbyist and serious gardener. 
THE COTTON BOLL, PO Box 156-C, Hayne-
ville, AL 36040. 

$1.00 Horticulture Special. One each, Exoti c 
plant, Pack seeds, Pictured ca ta log. Also carry 
Hawiian Jewelry, Perfume Musk, Sandlewood, 
seeds. TEALS TROPICALS, Route 1 A, Cata-
wissa, MO 63015. 

UNUSUAL PLANTS AT AFFORDABLE 
PRICES 

Containerized starter-plants of. Wild Fruits . 
Conifers. Hardy Western Natives. Bee Plants 
• Other Ornamentals. Wealth of information 
in our descriptive list-$1.00. FORESTFARM, 
990 Tetherah, Williams, OR 97544. 

WATER PURIFICATION BY REVERSE 
OSMOSIS 

Have healthier looking plants and flowers. Easy 
Do-It-Yourself installation and operation. Make 
all the desalted, purified water you need for 
pennies a gallon. Ideal for all your drinking and 
cooking needs. 5 Gal.lDay unit = $65 .00; 15 
Gal.lDay unit = $98 .00. Completely warranted 
and a money back offer if not completely sat-
isfied. Shipments made by UPS . Information 
catalog $5.00. Will apply toward your pur-
chase. Mail your check to Spiral Filtration, 747 
No. Twin Oaks Valley Rd. #13, San Marcos, 
CA 92069 . 

TREE PEONIES 
CHINESE CONQUEST 

Blue and green flowers plus many unusual specimens from 
Chinese dynasties never seen before. Send $2.00 for Chinese 
catalog and new 1980-1981 all other peonies catalog-credited 
on first order. Also AMARYLLIS catalog. 

LOUIS SMIRNOW and SON 
85 Linden Lane. Brookville . N.Y. 11545 

Come to our 
Christmas 

Open House 
at River Farm 

Thursday 
December 17, 

1981 
1 to 4 p.m. 

Holiday 
arrangements 

and gifts 
for sale. 

Propagation Breakthrough 

• 0 D 0 .;:'t,; • . 
~ , 

Nothing comes even close to the 
propagation yields, convenience and 

versa tilit y of Aquamonitor Mist Controls . 

1. AQUAMON I,TOR's SenSo r is placed in the 
cutt ing seed bed . Its automatic mu lti- level 
mi st is unique and un equaled. 
2. All sys tem ad justme nts are at the sensor, 
handy fo r "hardening off" . You save tim e, 
steps and avo id moving plants. 
3. Mist blas ts ca n be set for 1/ 10 second up to 
100 and more . 
4 . AQUAMONITOR is exceed ing ly stabl e and 
re liable in or outdoors. The sensor is se lf 
clea ned automati ca ll y. 
5. It costs nothin g to insta ll or move . It is pre­
wi red, pre-p lumbed, plug in, pullout, hand 
fitted and portab le . 
6 . It is amazi ngly easy to operate and adjust. 
Once se t, it can be left pretty much alone unt il 
"hardenin g off" 
7 'One kit ca n operate a sing le nozz le or as 
many as 150 . Power is less than two watts . 
Mu lti -kit installations cost less and provide 
be tter control 
8 . It is rugged, du rab le, trouble free, safe, 
dependab le, so lid state and has litt le wear or 
l:Jpkeep . The fir st kits so ld 11 yea rs ago are 
operat ing today 
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Biological Control of Codling 
Moths 
Entomologists at the United States 
Department of Agriculture and farm 
advisors from California's Fresno 
and Tulare counties hope to develop 
a " living" insecticide that not only 
will control codling moth in walnut 
orchards but also leave a tiny bene­
ficial wasp unharmed. The insecti­
cide is granulosis virus, and the 
wasp is Trioxys pallidus, a parasite 
of aphids which has been doing an 
adequate job of controlling these in­
sects ever since it was introduced 
into California in 1962. Unfortu­
nately, every time growers use a 
chemical pesticide to control codling 
moth they also kill all of the benefi­
cial wasps and other insects in their 
orchards. 

Granulosis virus has been used to 
control the codling moth in apple 
and pear orchards where it is 
sprayed on trees for the larvae to 
ingest while eating portions of the 
plants. The virus was first isolated 
from codling moth larvae on apple 
and pear trees near Chihuahua, 
Mexico. Granulosis attacks only co­
dling moths and similar pest insects 
and is not harmful to warm-blooded 
animals or insects like Trioxys wasp. 
Researchers have obtained 97 per­
cent control on the granulosis virus­
sprayed trees, results that are equiv­
alent to the control obtained on 
trees sprayed with a commonly used 
insecticide. That is, where 100 nuts 
fell from unsprayed trees, only three 
nuts fell from virus-sprayed trees. 

#1ERlCANHoRTICULTURlST 

Unfortunately, two factors make 
the granulosis virus treatment pro­
hibitively expensive at the moment. 
First, only a small amount of the vi­
rus is being "manufactured" for use 
in this research as a public service 
by a California company. Secondly, 
granulosis, like all viruses, is pro­
tected by a protein shell which 
breaks down when exposed to the 
ultraviolet light in sunlight, heat and 
the alkaline pH in the insect's gut. 
These conditions also break down 
the infectious material contained 
within the virus. Researchers have 
found that by adding dried milk 
powder to the water in which the vi­
rus is sprayed they can extend the 
life of the virus. With dried milk 
added to the spray solution the virus 
will last about two weeks, although 
it begins to lose its vigor in five or 
six days. Without dried milk granu­
losis breaks down even sooner. 
Dried milk in the amounts used 
by the researchers is still quite 
expenSIve. 

The codling moth is one of the 
most destructive insects in walnut 
groves, and aphids are a close sec­
ond in infiictipg damage to the 200 
million dollar crop. 

Nylon Filament Trimmers A 
Danger To New Trees 
Gardeners who use weed-wacker­
type nylon filament trimmers to 
edge and control weeds around their 
yards should be careful when using 
these trimmers around newly 
planted trees and shrubs. According 
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to the Cooperative Extension Service 
of Purdue University these trimmers 
can easily damage the bark around 
the base of a young tree, and newly 
planted, thin-barked trees can easily 
be completely girdled through care­
less use of this type of weeding/edg­
ing equipment. 

Manual For Hort Therapy 
Programs Published 
Professionals, students and garden­
ers with an interest in horticultural 
therapy will want to order one or 
more of the new horticultural ther­
apy manuals published by the Chi­
cago Horticultural Society. Each 
130-page manual in the series of 
four is written for a different client 
group and is an invaluable idea-and­
technique-filled guide presenting in­
formation on how to initiate and set 
up year-round therapy programs. 

The four manuals are: Horticul­
tural Therapy for Nursing Homes, 
Senior Centers, Retirement Living, 
for work with the elderly; Horticul­
tural Therapy at a Physical Rehabili­
tation Facility, for work with the 
physically disabled; Horticultural 
Therapy for the Mentally Handi­
capped; Horticultural Therapy at a 
Psychiatric Hospital, for work with 
the emotionally ill. 

The manuals are $10.00 each, in­
cluding postage and handling. To 
order send a check payable to the 
Chicago Horticultural Society to 
"Books," Horticultural Therapy De­
partment, Chicago Horticultural So­
ciety, Box 400, Glencoe, IL 60022. 
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