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ThE AIlS GARDEN DIARY 

Back By Popular Demand! 
The AHS Garden Diary- An Ideal Holiday 
Gift Our Garden Diary sold so well last 
year, we couldn't keep up with the demand 
So if you didn't get your copy, here's 
another chance. Surprise your gardening 
friends with an unusual gift this holiday 
season, or treat yourself and your garden to 
this useful record-keeper. InSide this lovely 
cover (laminated to prevent staining) we've 
included 96 ring-bound pages to record all 
sorts of garden information: cultural in
structions for favorite plants, month-by
month events in the garden (enough space 
for three years' data), graph paper for 
drawing landscape and border designs; a 
blooming sequence chart to keep track of 

color in the garden from week to week; 
useful blank pages for you to do with as 
you please. We've also provided a pocket to 
hold informative newsclippings or catalog 
information, tabs for handy, quick reference 
and a preprinted rule to make measuring 
flowers or seedlings easier. 

Best of all, AHS members are entitled to 
a discount off the retail price ofg14.95. 
The discounted price for members is just 
gl1.95, including postage and handling. 

Send your check (made out to the 
American Horticultural SOCiety) to 
Deborah Harpster, AHS, Box 0105, Mt 
Vernon, VA 22121. Virginia residents add 
4% sales tax 
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Phaseolus coccineus, scarlet runner bean, is an attractive annual climber that is featured in the 
garden at The House of the Seven Gables and is also vividl y described in Nathaniel Hawthorne's 
novel of that name. For more on th is interesting garden turn to page 25. Photograph by George 
Taloumis. 
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Make every day 
a SUN day. 

With a Janco greenhotlse 
that's just right for your home 
or business. Free-standing or 
lean-to, Janco greenhouses are 
all-aluminum for easy care and 
come with regular @r factory
sealed insulat.eci glass. Achoice 
of attractive fInishes, teoL Start 
with a Janco,and you'll enjoy, 
years of growing success. 

Send S2.0Cl for our 48-page 
color catalog featuring the 
largest selection of greenhouses 
and aGcessories. Allo,;t(:utl~~;;j 

Dept. AJI J 0 9390 Davis Ave 
Laurel, MD 20707 (301)498-5700 

Your Best 
Marquee 

for What's 
Showing 

\/ 

Attractive, 
Inexpensive, Tall, 
Virtually 
indestructible! 
Made of heavy, 
pliable vinyl . 

Holds up well in 
hot or cold 
weather. 

Can be written on 
with any marking 
pen. 

Excellent for 
greenhouse or 
garden use. 
$15.00 per 
hundred 
post paid 

Specifications 
material-O.25 white vinyl 
display meQ-3% "x2'Y2" 
height-9'Y2 " 
available-plain , printed 1 
or 2 sides 
~ ~Si~O~ 18092 
~. Texas 75218·0092 
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PREsIDENT'S PAGE 

At our Board of Directors meeting 
in June of this year, the Directors 
of the Society heartily endorsed a 

new category of membership to be called 
the President's CounciL 

It has long been my feeling that contin
uing expansion of our membership will 
dep(md to a very large extent upon in
creasing the activities and benefits we bring 
to our constituents all around the country. 
It follows that one way to insure this 
expansioFl is to offer AHS activities 
regionally. 

The President's Council will be com
posed of people from every state who ar<~ 
able and willing to assist us in these re
gional programs. A Council member might 
be called upon, for example, to help make 
the Society and its activities more widely 
known by participating in an event such 
as Boston's upcoming Arnold Arboretum 
plant sale and auction. Members of AHS 
within the greater Boston area will be in
vited, and a representative of AHS will be 
on hand to act as host. I would like to 
encoYrage more cooperation of this kind 
with local gardening groups and institu
tions, and President's Council members will 
playa vital part in making these jointly
sponsored events possible. 

President's Council members will also 
be asked to help support the Society fi-

nancially with a contribution of $1,000 
annually. Of course, I know I am asking 
a great deal of President's Council mem
bers, but I also know that the Society is 
blessed with very dedicated people who 
will be willing to work toward the Coun
cil's goals. I need to rely on you to launch 
this program, and I know you will under
stand that an investment of this kind is the 
most effective way of insuring the growth 
of the Society and its ideals. Let's look 
forward to the day when this group, which 
I am sure will start with a few stalwart 
souls, grows rapidly to cover every state 
and every major community in the United 
States. 

A II of you who have called upon 
AHS to answer a question or solve 
a particularly troublesome garden

ing problem know Jane Steffey. From 1971 
until she decided to retire this past sum
mer, she served as the backbone of our 
popular Gardener's Information Service, 
corresponding with thousands of mem
bers, cheerfully answering countless tele
phone inquiries and helping the many vis
itors to River Farm. with their gardening 
questions and problems. Many of us are 
better gardeners because of h(Jr invaluable 
help. 

None of us on the AHS staff know quite 
what we will do without Jane or how to 
thank her for all she has meant to the So
ciety. We are glad that she will continue 
to visit us through the pages of American 
Horticulturist in her popular "Strange Rel
atives" column, so we will all have the 
opportunity to continue sharing her over
whelming enthusiasm for gardening and 
her vast knowledge of the horticultural 
world. 

I know I join the staff, the Board of 
Directors and all the members of the 
American Horticultural Society in thank
ingJane Steffey for her invaluable help and 
guidance and in wishing her many years 
of happy retirement to come. 6 



Four celebrated classics by the legendary "Monet" of garden design. 

A $9500 VALUE 
FOR ONLY $1995

-

WHEN YOU JOIN THE 
AMERICAN 

GARDEN BOOK CLUB 
This extraordinary money-saving 
offer is our way of introducing you 
to the distinctive joys of the new 
American Garden Book Club . 

Gertrude Jekyll was one of the 
most passionately inventive gardeners 
England has ever produced. Her 
revolutionary principles of subtle 
color blending and her "naturalistic" 
handling of flowers, wood and water 
transformed the stiff, contrived 
landscape of turn-of-the-century 
England and have continued to shape 
our American appreciation for natural 
landscaping and planting. 

At last, four of Gertrude Jekyll 's 
most admired works-long out of 
print and prized by collectors-have 
been reissued: Colour Schemes for 
the Flower Garden, Wall & Water 
Gardens, Roses, and Wood and Garden. 
These profusely illustrated editions "In Gertrude Jekyll, botanist and artist were uniquely combined .... 
have been updated for present-day The gardener who can' t be inspired by her, even now, must be 
American gardeners by Graham a hopeless case;' -Eleanor Perenyi, The New York Times 
Stuart Thomas, one of the world's best books in every garden category- each month's American Garden Book 
great gardeners and a distinguished garden history and design, illustrated Club Bulletin make it easy to pick out 
author. Armed with his page by reference works and encyclopedias, those titles of special interest to you. 
page glossary giving the current hard-to-fmd technical and specialty Your only obligation is to buy four 
nomenclature of Jekyll's suggested books. Your savings are significant- club selections during your fIrst year 
plants, you'll be able to transform often as high as 30%-so you can of membership, after that you earn 
your garden-no matter how build a fme library of elegant and credits toward free Bonus Books. 
daunting the conditions. indispensable gardening books. To become a Charter Member and 

Publisher's price for the set: $95.00 Featured titles are selected in receive your set of four superb books 
Charter Member's special price for collaboration with an Advisory Board by Gertrude Jekyll, just send the 
the set: $19.95 of America's outstanding authorities couIX>n today. Your introductory 
As a member of the new American on modern gardening and landscape volumes will be shipped to you right 

Garden Book Club, you'll be offered design. The club will offer only books away and the fIrst regular announce-
selections of similar merit ten times a of lasting value and use, and the in- meat of the club's selections will be 
year. You'll choose from among the formative, detailed descriptions in mailed to you in January. 

I The American Garden Book Club -------------AliOI-------------------- I 
I .. Name I 

MtlmbershIp SerVIce Department 
250 W. 57th Street , N .Y., N .Y. 10107 Address I 

City State __ Zip I 
How membetship works: You agree to buy Should you ever receive the main selection I 
four club selections during your first year of without having had JO days to return the 0 Payment enclosed. Please send my introductory books I 
membership. Beginning next January, you'll card , you may return that selection at our right away. 0 Charge my credit card as follows: I 
receive our bulletin of books offered ten expense. After fulfilling your initial 0 MasterCard 0 American Express I 
times a year. When you want the main obligation, you earn a bonus credit with 
selection, do nothing and you'll receive it every book you buy. Four credits entitle you Card # I 
automatically. If you want any other book to a Bonus Book, of which most are available I 

I listed---or none at all-indicate your at no extra charge, others for a nominal sum. Expires __ MasterCard Bank # I 
I decision on the reply card enclosed with the Unless prepaid, you will be billed on all S· I 
I bulletin and return it by the specified date. orders for postage and handling. 19nature I 
L _________ -..: ________________________ .3he clu!:!~e.::::e~~ ~~o~m_._:..mbe~~ ~~~. __ _ 



STRANGE RELATIVES 

lHE Box fAMILy 

T he box family, Buxaceae, is a com
paratively small but widely dis
tributed family in temperate and 

subtropical regions. Of about seven gen
era, four are of horticultural interest: Buxus, 

Sarcococca, Pachysandra and Simmond
sia.1t may seem strange enough to the non
botanist that common box and ubiquitous 
pachysandra are related, but the strange 
relative in the family is Simmondsia, com-

The boxwood walk at AHS's River Farm Headquarters serves as an attractive entrance to the 
garden even in the late fall and winter. 
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monly called jojoba, a native shrub of 
southwestern United States and Mexico. 

Iderntifying features of this family are 
wat~ry sap and persistent foliage of leath
ery texture. The leaves are simple and op
posite or alternate on the stem. Petalless 
flowers, which are either male or female, 
are borne in spik~s on the same plant or 
on separate plants. The calyx usually has 
four lobes but may have as many as 12. 
Mal~ flow~rs usually possess four prom
inent stamens, in some species more than 
four. There are generally fewer female 
flowers than male. The fmit is a capsule 
or a fleshy berry containing black shiny 
seeds. 

The genus Buxus is comprised of s~veral 
types of box, boxwood or box tr~e. Its 
small, shining l~aves are opposite, ever
green and without marginal teeth. Small 
flowers in axillary or terminal clusters 
bloom in April or May. The cluster con
sists of a terminal female flower and sev
eral mal~ flowers borne below it. The fruit, 
a three-horned capsule, ripens in June. 

Of about 30 known species, two are 
common in cultivation-Buxus semper
virens, common box, and B. mic:rophylla, 
littleleaf box. Common box, B. semper
virens, is a slow-growing plant originally 
from southern Europe. Its hard, uniform 
wood furnished Albrecht Durer with ma
terial for his woodblocks, and it is still used 
for this purpose today. This very hard, 
fine-gra'ined wood is in demand also for 
engraving and fin~ turnery work, in pieces 
inlaid with ivory, for example. 

Since the days of the Romans box has 
been the best of all plants for hedges and 
topiary work. The first home of common 
box in North America is thought to have 
been on a Long Island plantation where it 
was set out by Nathaniel Sylvester in 1652. 
Since colonial times box has been inti
mately associated with gardens of tem
perate sections of this country. Nowhere 
does it do so well as in Maryland and 
Virginia where the grace, charm and so
lidity of box enhance gardens large and 
small. 

B. sempervirens produces leaves that are 
very variable in. size, color and shape. The 



The very first works in porcelain 
by one of Britain's most gifted miniature painters, Joan Campbell 

PORCELAIN MINIATURES COLLECTION 

A collection of delicate little masterpieces in fine porcelain. 
Each bordered in precious cobalt blue and embellished with pure 24 karat gold. 

Strictly limited edition. 
Advance subscription deadline: 

October 31,1983. 
Limit: One collection per person. 

Collectors have always been fascinated 
by miniatures . . . especially those cre
ated by English artists. For from the 
time of Elizabeth I - who avidly col
lected miniatures herself-the English 
have excelled in this intricate and in
triguing art form . And now, when more 
and more people are discovering the de
lights of these charming works , Frank
lin Porcelain is. proud to present an 
original collection by the gifted British 
miniaturist Joan Campbell. 

A member of the Royal Society o/Min
iatllre Painters, Sculptors and Gravers, 
Joan Campbell is a brilliant exponent of 
a great artistic tradition. Her works 
have been shown at the Paris Salon, the 
Mall Galleries and in major exhibitions 
in Europe and the United Kingdom. 
And her paintings are included in dis
tinguished private collections on four 
continents. Now Joan Campbell has 
created her first collection of porcelain 
miniatures. Twenty-five collector plates 

For just $9.75 each. 

portraying the world ' s most beautiful 
birds in exquisite detail. 

Each dainty plate is small enough
just 1 \12 inches in diameter-to cradle 
in the palm of your hand . Yet even the 
tiniest details are portrayed with all the 
perfection of nature itself. 

Meticulously crafted in fine porce
lain , each plate will be bordered in co
balt blue embellished with a delicate 
floral design in pure 24 karat gold. 

Ttmeless loveliness in limited edition 
In the tradition of classic porcelain min
iatures , these enchanting little plates 
are being issued in limited edition. They 
will be offered only until the end of 
1983, and will then be permanently 
withdrawn. The collection is available 
only by direct subscription and only 

from Franklin Porcelain. 
The price for each miniature plate is 

just $9 .75-a price guaranteed to you 
for every plate in the collection . The 
plates will be issued at the rate of one 
per month and you will be billed on the 
same convenient monthly basis . To 
subscribe, simply mail the attached 
Subscription Application to Franklin 
Porcelain , Franklin Center, PA 19091 
by October 31, 1983 . 

So you can di splay 
these delightful 
minia tures to best 
ad vantage , a 
handsome hard wood 
display rack will 
be provided to 
subscribers at no 
additional charge. 

.. ~ 

~ 
,~) 

• 
~, 

0> 
~ 

~J 

~ 

~I 

~l ~ @I 

Q 0; ~J 

~I 11); ffiJ 

,t), fl' G>I 

~, .~ ie, 

© 1983 FP 

- --- ADVA NCE SU BSCRIPTION APPLICATION . -_. 

THE BIRDS OF THE WORLD 
PORCELAIN MINIATURES 

COLLECTION 

Valid only if postmarked by 
October 31, 1983. 

Limit: One collection per person. 

Franklin Porcelain 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please enter my subscription for The 
Birds oJthe WorLd PorceLain Miniatures 
CoLLection by Joan Campbell, consist
ing of twenty-five miniature collec
tor plates in fine porcelain , each 
embellished with 24 karat g0ld. A 
custom-designed display case will be 
provided without additional charge. 
I need send no money now. The 
I'llates will be sent to me at the rate of 
one per month and I will be billed 
$9.75* each , prior to shipment . 

*Plus my state safes lax and 
$.75 for shipping and handling . 

Signature' ________ _ 

Mr.lMrs.lMissi _______ _ 
PLEASE PRI N T CLEARLY 

Addressi _________ _ 

City __________ _ 

State ______ Zip, __ -::-:: 
25 
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~d, VENT rnw[(]TIrnan 

BAYLISS AUTOVENTS 

-------

Models lor GREENHOUSES. COLDFRAMES and 
now SKYLIGHTS & SOLAR INSTALLATIONS. 

FEATURES 
• Fits most greenhouses 
• Vertical or Horizontal vents 
• No electricity. SOLAR POWERED 
• You select Opening Temperature 
• Corrosion resistant materials 
• Durable . Sample tested to 50 years 01 

normal use. 
---OUR GUARANTEE-

Our openers will open wider. laster. smoother. 
and more firmly while lilting 1112 to 4 times the 
actual loads of other similar products. 

FREE INFORMATION or 
dealer inquiries welcomed. 

8uperiorc71utovents 
17 422 La Mesa Lane 
Huntington Beach. Ca. 92647 

6 October 1983 

STRANGE RELATIVES CONT'D 

most widely grown types probably are 
'Suffruticosa' and 'Arborescens', both of 
which are cultivars of B. sempervirens. 
Sometimes called edging box, 'Suffruti
cosa' is a dwarf shrub often less than three 
feet tall at maturity. 'Arborescens' is larger, 
usually attaining the height of a small tree. 
Both have standard boxwood character
istics, namely, dense, evergreen foliage and 
full, billowy, rounded shapes. Suffruticosa 
means somewhat shrubby; arborescens, 
becoming tree-like. Incidentally, leaves and 
twigs of this species are toxic. 

Buxus microphylla, the littleleaf box of 
Japan, reached America after 1860. Rarely 
over three feet in height, it is hardier than 
common box, which it resembles except 
that its leaves are smaller and its branches 
are prominently four-angled or winged. 
Littleleaf box flowers in early spring and 
is visited by bees. 

There are several cultivars and varieties 
of B. sempervirens and many of B. micro
phylla. Observant plantsmen have selected 
and perfected types for varied environ
ments, so cultivars differ in their ability to 
withstand low temperatures. The beauty 
and popularity of box may tempt garden
ers to grow it beyond its natural range of 
hardiness. Such venturesome growers must 
give attention to the known endurance of 
types that especially attract them. 

B. sempervirens is regarded gem:rally as 
hardy in U.S.D.A. Zone 6. Valuable dis
coveries of special hardiness include 
'Northern Find' from Canada, 'North
land' from central New York, and 'Inglis' 
from Ann Arbor, Michigan. Flat-topped, 
wide-spreading, and only two feet tall is 
'Varder Valley', another hardy variant 
found in the Balkans in 1930 and intro
duced to this country in 1957 by the Ar
nold Arboretum. 

Some of the cultivars of B. microphylla 
are even hardier than their parent plant. 
'Compacta', introduced by Kingsville 
Nursery in Maryland and also known as 
'Kingsville Dwarf', is reportedly hardy in 
southern Canada. 

B. microphylla var. japonica, Japanese 
box, hardy to U.S.D.A. Zone 6, also is 
known for its adaptability to the warm, 
dry climates of the Gulf States. B. micro
phylla var. koreana, Korean box, is hardy 
in Zone 4; however, its foliage turns brown 
in winter and therefore it is not a box of 
choice for many landscape plantings. Its 
cultivars 'Tide Hill', 'Wintergreen' and 
others are considered improved selections 
for permanent green color in the garden. 

Both Japanese and Korean box are very 
hardy, but they lack the pleasant fragrance 
characteristic of common box. 

A small group of Asiatic and Malayan 
evergreen shrubs, the sarcococcas, provide 
two or three species for the shrub border 
and for ground covers. These plants, which 
are also commonly known as sweet box, 
differ from Buxus in having leaves that are 
longer and are arranged alternately on the 
stem. Leaves of both are leathery. Like 
box, sarcococcas are slow growing. Five 
species have been introduced to cultivation 
and have proved winter hardy in many 
parts of Great Britain. In the United States, 
two or three are planted for ornament. The 
flowers are small, whitish and without pet
als. Each plant bears clusters of male and 
female flowers in the leafaxils. Male flow
ers are borne above the female flowers. 
The male flowers, which are borne in great 
profusion, are showy because of their white, 
one-inch-Iong stamens tipped with pink or 
cream-colored anthers. fruit is a black or 
dark red, fleshy berry with one or two 
seeds. The name, a tongue twister sound
ing almost like the name of a disease, is 
derived from Greek words meaning fleshy 
and berry, an allusion to the fruit. 

Sarcococcas are most useful on the Pa
cific Coast and in southern states, U.S.D.A. 
Zone 8 southward. They are hardy in the 
north only in sheltered places. The four
to six-foot Himalayan sarcococca, Sar
co cocca hookerana, is cultivated in Wash
ington and Oregon for its lustrous two- to 
three-inch, lance-shaped leaves. fragrant 
flowers, borne in mid-spring, appear in 
short racemes, male and female in the same 
tuft. Its fruits, which ripen in autumn, are 
black berries. Half the height of S. hook
erana and hardier is its variety S. hook
erana var. humilis. This plant from west
ern China can be used as a ground cover 
because it rarely exceeds two feet. 

S. ruscifolia, which has leaves resem
bling the butcher's-broom, Ruscus, is fra
grant sarcococca from central China. It 
flowers in great profusion and is extremely 
fragrant. Its dark scarlet fruits are per
sistent, so spring flowers and colorful fruits 
often appear together among the leaves. 
In cultivation it is not as tall as iFl the wild, 
making it a useful ground cover. It is more 
tender than S. hookerana, and blooms and 
fruits heavily in the San Francisco Bay area. 
Elsewhere it is suited for U.S.D.A. Zone 
7. 

S. saligna, whose name refers to its re
semblance to willows, Salix sp., has droop-



ing willowlike branches. Its pale, bright 
green leaves, six inches long and one inch 
broad, are willowlike as well. In gardens 
where it can withstand the winters it is an 
attractive bun-shaped bush for the shrub 
border, but it is quite tender and suffers 
leaf tip burn quickly . 

Two perennial herbs of value as ground 
covers in shade because of their more or 
less evergreen leaves are the spurges, Pach
ysandra procumbens and P. terminalis . 
Masses of leathery leaves, spoon-shaped 
and with irregularly toothed margins, pro
duce low, dense growth. Their very early 
flowers are attractive to bees. A small white 
berry results from pollination. 

These two species present a classic ex
ample of instances in which two closely 
related species have been found, one in 
eastern North America, and the other in 
eastern Asia. P. procumbens, mountain 
pachysandra or Alleghany spurge, is the 
American native. It was discovered in the 
southern Appalachians by the French bot
anist, Andre Michaux, during his travels 
in this part of the world in the late 1790's. 
Alleghany spurge is hardy far north of its 
natural range in the southeastern and south
central states. It is trailing at first, then 
becomes erect, reaching a height of about 
one foot. It may vary from deciduous to 
(wergreen. If the foliage deteriorates in 
winter, flower spikes appear before the 
leaves in spring, but a solid leaf cover de
velops by Mayor June. Its summer foliage 
is a mottled, dingy gray-green. By fall and 
winter, it is bronze. 

Although the leaves are alternate on the 
stem, they appear whorled becaus€! they 
are so closely spaced. Flower spikes three 
or four inches long arise directly from the 
rootstock. Individually small, but numer
ous €lnough to be conspicuous, these pink
ish-white blossoms are pleasingly fragrant. 
Both male and female flowers occur on the 
spike, a few females at the base and abun
dant pink-stamened male flowers at the 
top. Fruits are inconspicuous and may not 
€!ven develop in cultivation. 

P. terminalis, Japanese spurge, is truly 
evergreen, with thick glossy foliage form
ing a dense mat. It succeeds in either sun 
or shade and has been a favorite ground 
cover for many years. It spreads by un
derground rootstocks and has a tendency 
to crowd out some delicate things that get 
in its way. The small white flowers, borne 
in May, come at the top (terminalis) of the 
stem, which distinguishes this spurge from 
P. procumbens. The cultivar 'Variegata' 

SNOW 
CROCUS 

mixed colors 

TH[ fIN[ST IJIlPORJ[D DUTCH CROCUS 

Bright sharp flowers when few other 
plants are in bloom; sometimes even in 
the snow ! These are species crocus, which 
bloom earlier and more profusely than 
hybrids. They multiply rapidly! 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money promptly refunded. 

50 corms: $5.95 plus $1.95 shipping 
100 corms: $10.95 plus $1.95 shipping 

Order before oct. 10 and deduct 5%! 

-------------LifeSci. r.o. Box 276, Waldwick, NJ 07463 

Gentlemen , Please send me ___ _ 
crocus corms. Checl~ or money orde r for 
b is enclosed 
NAME _______________________ __ 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

If you have 
a specia l 
l ittle n iece, 
a grandson 
or ot her 
favor ite chi ld 

Give the gift 
that turns on 
a child's mind. 
Give HIGHLIGHTS. the wor ld's most honored 
magaz ine for children 2 to 12. All through 
t he yea r . eac h issue is in co lor . Stori es. 
games. articles. crafts. hidden pictures 
fun . But fun with a purpose: to help preread · 
ers to preteens lea rn to read a nd reason. 
--------------1 
1 year $16.95 (Postage & handling outside I 
U.s.A. is $4/yr.) Gift rate valid to 12/25/83 I 
Pl ease send HIGHLIGHTS as my gift to: 

child na me!s) and age!s) 

address 

CI(V state 

Sign gift ca rd "From 

you r name 

you r address 

apt. no. 

ZIp 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

11. NSZ~ I 

apt. no . 

I 
I 
I 
I you r cay state Z iP 

$ ______ enclosed -1 Bi II me [no need I 
to pay till Jan II I 

-4-\ighlights' f'or Chddren I 
I 2100 W. 5th Ave .. P .O. Box 269 I I •• RA-A Columhus. Ohio 41216 01. N DZ 
--------------~ 

r-----------------------
Send me 

Burpee~ free 
garden catalog! 

I want your full-color garden 
catalog describing more than 
1,800 vegetables, flowers, trees, 
shrubs, bulbs, and garden aids. 
(If you ordered from Burpee in 
1983, your new catalog will be 
sent to you automatically in 
January.) 

Since 1876, Burpee has been 
developing new vegetable and 
flower varieties that are easier 
to grow and more productive. 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed 
or your money back any time 
within a year. Special discount 
for ordering early. 

B ~~ urpee® 
w. Atlee Burpee Co. _ 
2024 Burpee Building, Warminster, PA 18974' 

Nrume ____________________________________ __ 

Admess ______ ------------------------------

City ________________ State· ______ Zipl _____ __ 
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THE AMERICAN 
HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 
is delighted to offer to its 

members the following books 
written by the legendary English 

gardener 

GERTRUDE JEKYLL 
which have been specially 

reprinted to a high standard by the 
ANTIQUE COLLECTORS' 

CLUB 
of Great Britain 

GARDENS FOR SMALL COUNTRY 
HOUSES 

(with Sir Lawrence Weaver) 
. $44.50 less 20070 
discount to members $35.60 

WOOD and GARDEN 
$29.50 less 20070 

discount to members $23.60 

HOME and GARDEN 
$29.50 less 20070 

discount to members $23.60 

WALL, WATER and WOODLAND 
GARDENS 

$29.50 less 20070 
discount to members $23.60 

COLOUR SCHEMES for the 
FLOWER GARDEN 

$29.50 less 20070 
discount to members $23.60 

GARDEN ORNAMENT 
$49.50 less 20070 

discount to members $39.60 

LILIES FOR 
ENGLISH GARDENS 

$29.50 less 20070 
discount to members $23.60 

CHILDREN and GARDENS 
$29'.50 less 20070 

discount to members $23.60 

ROSES FOR ENGLISH GARDENS 
$29.50 less 20070 

discount to members $23.60 

A GARDENER'S TEST AMENT 
$29.50 less 20070 

discount to members $23.60 

FLOWER DECORATION 
IN THE HOUSE 

$29.50 less 20070 
discount to members $23.60 

Make checks payable TO 
The American HorTiculTural Society and 

send TO Box 0105, Mount Vernon . Va 22121 , 
attention Deborah Harp sTer . Please 

undersTand ThaT as These books are being 
dispaTched from England There will be 

a delay of f our TO fi ve weeks. 
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STRANGE RELA TlVES CONT'D 

has leaves splashed with white. The plant 
reaches a height of about one foot. 

Simmondsia, a genus with only a single 
species, has come to the forefront of public 
attention only in 'recent years, not for its 
garden interest but for its economic value. 
The species, S. chinensis, is the source of 
jojoba oil for some of our toiletries and 
cosmetics and for certain industrial uses. 
Although it is an American native, this 
plant was named for a nineteenth-century 
English naturalist, F. W. Simmonds. It is 
the only member of the box family native 
to California. Jojoba occurs naturally over 
an extensive area in the Sonoran D€sert 
that covers parts of Arizona, California 
and Mexico. It is an evergreen xerophyte, 
meaning a plant adapt€d to withstand ex
tremely dry conditions. Because of its ever
green habit and the relatively large size of 
its leaves, it is exceptional among North 
American desert plants, where the great 
majority of woody perennials have small 
and ephemeral leaves. 

Jojoba plants are dioecious: male flow
ers are borne on one plant, female, on an
other. Female flowers are small, solitary 
and appear at alternate leafaxils. Male 
flowers, on the other hand, are more showy. 
They are clustered in pale greenish-yellow 
axillary heads. It is the pistillate, or female, 
plant that bears the seed, an acornlike one
seeded capsule. The plant does not reach 
seed-bearing maturity until it is four or five 
years old, and the sex of the plant cannot 
be determined until it flowers. Seed pro
ductivity varies considerably from year to 
year, and it is in the seed-bearing capacity 
of the plant that its economic importance 
resides. 

This subtropical North American desert 
plant is unique in the vegetable kingdom; 
it secretes liquid wax in its seeds rather 
than the glyceride oils secreted by other 
plants. Liquid waxes are important to in
dustry. They are difficult to synthesiz€ and 
the only other source of such wax is the 
sperm whale. 

In the 1970's jojoba became the subject 
of intensive research as a source of oil us
able as a substitute for sperm whale oil in 
a variety of industrial uses such as in lu
bricants for high-speed machinery, and as 
an ingredient of soaps, cosmetics, floor wax, 
auto wax and furniture polish. According 
to the National Academy of Sciences, the 
development of jojoba as a crop promises 
to provide important economic benefits to 
arid tropical and subtropical regions. The 
plant tolerates extreme desert tempera-

tures, thriving under soil and moisture 
conditions not suitable for most agricul
tural crops. 

In 1977 the NAS concluded that the fu
ture of a jojoba industry lies in developing 
the natural shrub into a cultivated crop. 
In consequence, significant research is being 
conducted at Boyce Thompson South
western Arboretum, the University of Ar
izona's Office of Arid Land Studies and 
Department of Plant Science, and at other 
research institutioris. 

The British periodical, New Scientist 
(December 23-30, 1982), reported that "a 
laboratory in Britain has demonstrated a 
way of building up a bank of male and 
female clones of jojoba by plant tissue cul
ture ... a vast supply of identical, disease
free plants. The laboratory is exporting its 
first plants in a ratio of one male to seven 
females to Arizona and the Middle East." 

Meanwhile, the ornamental potential of 
jojoba has not gone unnoticed by horti
culturists, who point out that its habit of 
growth is reminiscent of boxwood. Like 
common box, it is evergreen, and its nu
merous branching stems produce attrac
tive hemispherical mounds of foliage. Be
cause of this similarity, Simmondsia might 
well be used in the Southwest as a substi
tute for box. Under normal conditions it 
should require little or no training; its 
compact habit would lend itself to judi
cious clipping or shearing as required to 

keep the plant shapely. Although it is not 
widely recognized as a subject for orna
mental planting, it is seen in a few South
western gardens and growing under nat
ural conditions in arboreta. It is grown 
from seed and is listed by at least one west
ern seed source as a dense mounding ever
green of four to eight feet in height. Al
though native to frost-free areas (U.S .D.A. 
Zone 10), at maturity it is hardy to 15° F. 

River Farm, our headquarters property, 
is graced by some handsome members of 
the box family-our old box hedges. A 
former owner purchased some of these 
plants for his estate in the early 1920's 
when old boxwood plants were being as
sembled for landscaping the grounds of the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
They thrive here still and are much ad
mired always.~' 

-Jane Steffey 

Jane Steffey recently retired as the Society's 
horticultural advisor. She is now an active 
AHS volunteer and will continue to serve as 
Editorial Advisor to American Horticulturist. 



AHS Best Sellers 
For Holiday Giving 

Choose long-lasting gifts for 
your gardening friends from 
our list of best-selling books 
reviewed in American Horticul
turist. All available at a special 
discount to AHS members. 

Manual of Woody Plants. 
Michael A. Dirr. Stipes Publishing Com
pany. Champaign, Illinois. (3rd edition.! 
1983. 826 pages; softcover, $19.80.; hard
cover, $28.80. AHS discount prices, soft
cover, $17.85; hardcover, $25.95 includ
ing postage and handling. 
This updated edition of a very useful 
book includes 300 new species and 500 
new cultivars not found in earlier edi
tions. There are also over 300 new line 
drawings. Excellent information on size, 
hardiness, habit, growth rate, culture, 
diseases, landscape value, cultivars and 
propagation of each woody plant. 

Gardens of a Golden 
Afternoon. 
Jane Brown. Van Nostrand Reinhold. New 
York, New York. 1982. 20.8 pages; hard
cover, $29.95. AHS discount price, $22.50. 
including postage and handling. 
Tells the story of the gardens designed 
jointly by Gertrude Jekyll and Edwin Lut
yens. Beautifully illustrated with many 
color photographs and details of garden 
design. Recommended reading for the 
lover of English cottage gardens or for 
the garden history buff. 

A Dictionary of Botany. 
R. John Little and C. Eugene Jones. Van 
Nostrand Reinhold Company. New York, 
New York. 1980. 40.0. pages; hardcover, 
$18.50.. AHS discount price, $16.0.5 in
cluding postage and handling. 
A botanical dictionary covering all aspects 
of the plant sciences. Indispel'lsable to 
the professional or the serious amateur 
who makes frequent use of the litera
ture. The perfect gift for the student of 
botany or horticulture. 

Japanese Maples. 
J. D. Vertrees. Timber Press. Forest 
Crove, Oregon 1978. 178 pages; hard
cover, $39.50. AHS discount price, $30.89 
including postage and handling. 
An authoritative work on a group of 
plants with tremendous variety-Japa
nese maples. Describes and illustrates the 
more than 250 cultivars of Acer palma
tum, plus many other species of Acer 
found in Japan. Enjoyable rea{jing and 
beautifully illustrated. 

Gardens Are for people. 
Thomas D. Church. (Edited by Crace Hall 
and Michael Laurie.! McCraw-Hili Book 
Company. New York, New York. (2nd edi
tion.! 1983. 256 pages; hardcover, $37.50. 
AHS discount price, $31.50. including 
postage and handling. 
An updated edition of a classic work in 
landscape architecture that includes 
Thomas Church 's thoughts on .design 
principles. All of the illustrations are new, 
and most of the gardens shown are ones 
Church designed after 1955. Destined to 
set new standards in the field of land
scape architecture. 

The Complete Book of Roses. 
Cerd KnJssmann Timber Press. Portland, 
Oregon 1981. 436 pages; hardcover, 
$50..0.0.. AHS discount price, $43.75 in
cluding postage and handling. 
Updated and translated from the original 
German edition of 1974, this is THE de
finitive study of the rose from prehistoric 
times to 1981 . Describes each variety of 
rose, with information on the originator, 
date of introduction and parentage of 
the hybrids. Various rose-related topics 
include paleontology, mythology, com
mercial production, propagation and 
plant breeding . Includes rose species, old 
garden roses and modern hybrids. 

The Life and Travels of John 
Bartram. 
Edmund Berkeley and Dorothy Smith 
Berkeley. University Presses of Florida. 
Tallahassee, Florida. 1982. 376 pages; 
hardcover, $25.0.0.. AHS discount price, 
$22.50. including postage and handling. 
A fascinating account of the life and 
travels of John Bartram, .one of America 's 
foremost botanists and plant collectors . 
His travels in search of plants took him to 
most parts of the eastern United states, 
and his unusual plant collections had a 
profound influence on horticulture and 
botany in the eighteenth century A book 
for all plant lovers. 

The Englishwoman's Garden. 
AMide Less-Milne and Rosemary Verey 
(editors). Merrimack Book Service. Salem, 
New Hampshire. 1980.. 156 pages; hard
cover, $24.95. AHS discount, $17.95 in
cluding postage and handling. 
The story of 36 English gardens as told 
by their owners, including plant likes and 
dislikes, climatic and architectural prob
lems, gardening practices and the history 
of each garden. Describes many gardens 
developed or rejuvenated since World 
War II. A truly inspirational work. 

Japanese GardenS-Design 
and Meaning. 
Mitchell Bring and Josse Wayembergh. 
McCraw-Hili Book Company. New York, 
New York. 1981. 214 pages; hardcover, 
$27.50. AHS discount price, $23.25 in
cluding postage and handling. 
Analyzes in detail 10 outstanding gardens 
and discusses the origins of the Oriental 
garden design concepts . Chapters on 
Principles of Design and Construction 
Details as well as extensive garden plans 
and excellent photographs throughout. 

Order Form 
Prices reflect AHS Member Discount 
and include pestage and handling. 

Manual .of weedy Plants 
o Hardcever 
o Seftcever 

o The Life and Travels .of 
Jehn Bartram 

o Gardens .of a Gelden 
Afterneen 

o Japanese Gardens
Design and Meaning 

o Gardens Are fer Peeple 
o The Cemplete Beek .of 

R.oses 
o Japanese Maples 
o The Englishweman's 

Garden 
o A Dictienary .of Betany 

$25.95 
$17.85 

$22.50 

$22.50 

$23.25 
$31.50 

$43.75 
$30.89 

.$17.95 
$16.05 

Enclosed Is my check for __ books 
in the amount of $, ______ _ 

Please allow six weeks for delivery. 
Discount price includes p.ostage and 
handling. Virginia residents add 4% 
sales tax. 

Mail to: Deborah Harpster, American 
Horticultural SOCiety, P.O. Box 0105, 
Mount vernon, VA 22121. 

Ship to: __________ _ 

Street: __________ _ 

City: __________ _ 

State: ______ Zip ___ _ 



Alice Eastwood 

O f all her outstanding traits, Alice 
Eastwood was best known for her 
hardiness. Why else would the Ar

nold Arboretum have asked her to go to 
the Yukon in 1914 when she was fifty-five 
years old to collect willow samples? Evi
dently they believed her when she wrote, 
"I don' t mind aNything wh€m I want to get 
something." 

"Anything" in the Yukon consisted of 
a rough cabin, a defective wood stove, in
sufficient food and a floor coated with ice 
during the winter. In the spring and sum
mer it meant hordes of mosql:litoes, which 
she ignored as she resolutely collected wil
lows and other botanical specimens. Alice 
Eastwood worked alone, hiked miles into 
the back country and made many new 
friends. 

None of this was unusual for her. She 
had been doing it all her life. At the age 
of six, she had been introduced to the world 
of plants by her uncle, William Eastwood. 
Thrilled with the interest of his orphaned 
niece, this doctor and experimental hor
ticulturist gave her books on plants and 
taught her Latin plant names. 

She was a serious-minded, conscientious 
child who had been born in Toronto, Can
ada on January 19, 1859, the eldest child 
of Colin Skinner and Eliza Jane Eastwood. 
Unfortunately, her mother died when Alice 
was six, but before she did, she summoned 
the little girl to her bedside and made her 
promise to take care of her four-year-old 
sister aNd fourteen-month-old brother. 
Solemnly, Alice agreed. 

Perhaps her mother realized that her 
husband would not be as reliable. Imme
diately after her mother's death, her father 
parceled his children' out among relatives 
and left for parts unknown. He did main
tain sporadic contact with them, and when 
Alice was eight she even lived with him for 
a time. But the grocery store he had started 
failed , and once again the children were 
divided up. This time her brother was left 
with relatives while she and her sister were 
put in Oshawa Convent in Toronto. Uncle 
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William kept a solicitous eye on them and 
continued to influence Alice's botanical 
leanings, but at the convent she found an
other mentor, an old French gardener-priest. 

Physically, the conveRt was dank and 
cold. It also provided very little iN the way 
of intellectual stimulation, and the food 
that was served was often inadequate. Yet 
Alice, the eternal optimist, made a friend 
of one nun, studied diligently and watched 
over her sister. Her happiest hours were 
spent in the garden with the priest. 

In 1873, when she was fourteen, her life 
changed radically. Her father had made a 
new life for himself as a storekeeper in 
Denver, Colorado, aRd he offered a home 
to the sisters. The move to Denver was 
both a joy and a disappointment-a joy 
because Alice could attend East Denver 
High School and a disappointment be
cause her father barely made enough money 
to keep the little family going. Alice's per
sistence in attending school baffled him. 
He needed her to work and bring in money, 
so work she did while still graduating as 
valedictoriaR in 1879. She then began her 
career as a high school teacher. 

From all accounts, she was an excellent 
teacher, but she lived for the summers when 
she would scrape a little money together 
and spend the season in the high Rockies 

learning to identifY wildflowers and col
lecting specimens for her herbarium. In 
those frontier times of the 1880's, she went 
far beyond the stage stops, traveling alone 
by foot or on horseback. She often en
coumered rough miners, cowboys and 
ranchers, but she always maintained, 
"Never in all my experieRces have I had 
the slightest discourtesy and I have never 
had any fear. I believe that fear brings clan
ger." Carrying a gun, in her opinion, was 
showing fear, so she never carried ORe. 

"What grand times I had in the south
western part of Colorado," she wrote much 
later, "wandering around alone over those 
beautiful mountains where the alpine re
gions far surpass in abundance, variety and 
beauty of the flowers anything I have seen 
in any other region." She quickly became 
an institution in Denver. Everyone knew 
that Miss Eastwood could tell a person 
more about native wildflowers than any
one else. So when the famous English nat
uralist, Alfred Russel Wallace, visited Den
ver and said he wanted to explore Gray's 
Peak, she was volunteered as the only per
son equipped to be his guide. 

Off they went together, the famous man 
in his sixties, the unknown young woman 
in her twenties, for three days on what she 
called "a glorious adventure." They easily 
climbed 1,170 feet in a day, stayed the 
nights in rough cabiRs with miners, and 
finally ascended Gray's Peak. Wallace 
mentioned in his autobiography, My Life, 
that he found many new alpine plants and 
altogether was well satisfied with the jour
ney. Alice, in her own account, was en
thusiastic about her encounter with the 
great man. 

One of Alice's favorite companions was 
Al Wetherill. He and his brothers had just 
discovered Mesa Verde on their land and 
Alice was privileged to explore the area 
with them. On one trip, Al lost his way 
and lowered her and the baggage down 
the steep slopes of Montezuma Canyon by 
rope while he went off to find help. She 
spent the night alone on a shelf between 



LEFT: Alice Eastwood, in 1929 or 1930, sitting on the bench dedicated to her in the Shakespeare 
Garden at Golden Gate Park. ABOVE: Alice Eastwood as a young woman in 1912. The photographer, 

Gustav Eisen, was Curator of Zoology and one of Eastwood's colleagues at the Academy. 
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the top of the canyon and the river, but 
she maintained that she "wasn't at all wor
ried. I knew if I followed the creek up that 
I would reach Monticello eventually and 
I am a good walker." Since she always 
carried matches ("If one is lost the smoke 
of a fire will tell your location and if the 
need is warmth, that also is met"), she 
remained relatively warm and dry until a 
very concerned Al returned the next day 
to guide her out. 

All through her twenties she continued 
teaching, collecting and exploring. Every 
penny she made was shared with her fam
ily or used to finance her botanical sum
mers. Her father had remarried in 1880, 
his fortunes had improved, and he and 
Alice were able to make some astute real 
estate purchases in th@ fast-growing city 
of Denver. By the time she was thirty-one, 
those investments paid enough to give her 
a small but assured income. That was what 
she had been waiLing for. She quit her 
teaching job and decided to spend the rest 
of her life studying botany. 

By then her reputation had spread to 
San Francisco, which, with its California 
Academy of Sciences and its able botanists 
T. S. and Kate Brandegee, was a center for 
western botanical research. With her spare 
cash, she took the train to San Francisco 
to visit the Academy. There she met the 
Brandegees and impressed them with her 
knowledge and enthusiasm. They encour
aged her to write articles for their journal 
Zoe, and when she returned to Denver, 
they decided to woo her back to San 
Francisco. 

At first they offered her $50 a month to 
help organize the Academy herbarium, but 
in 1892 they upped the offer to $75 and 
the position to Curator of the Academy. 
Still, leaving her beloved Denver was dif
ficult. Her biographer, Carol Green Wil
son, claimed that about that time she met 
a tubercular Eastern journalist who had 
come to Denver to get well, and that he 
and Alice planned to get married. How
ever, he died, and almost immediately she 
accepted the Brandegees' offer. In her own 
biographical notes Alice never mentioned 
the romance, if indeed there had ever been 
one. But then she was always reserved about 
her private life; what mattered most was 
her life as a botanist. To Carol Green Wil
son she insisted, "I never had time for A 
man, but I've always had men friends. 1 
just couldn't let anyone of them interfere 
with my work." 

It is not really clear whether it was an 
affair of the heart that brought her to San 
Francisco or her own desire to advaflce 
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her career in a more stimulating intellec
tual atmosphere. However, the results of 
her move certainly were clear. It was at 
the Academy where she built a reputation 
as one of the finest botanists of her time. 

She moved to San Francisco in 1892 and 
was immediately. elected a member of the 
Academy. For its time, the Academy was 
quite advanced. Albert Kellogg, one of its 
founders, set the tone back in 1853 when 
he resolved "that we highly approve the 
aid of females in every department of nat
ural history, and that we earnestly invite 
their cooperation." But even he could not 
have foreseen how important one woman 
would be to the Academy. 

For the next fourteen years she spent 
her time organizing the Academy's botan
ical collections and adding to them through 
her own expeditions. At her own expense, 
she began botanizing in the Sierra and Coast 
ranges by stage, horseback and on foot. 
Often she went alone and made friends 
with the people she encountered on lonely 
ranches. Sometimes she found ill women 
and hungry, poorly clad children. She would 
always stop to help them and share her 
provisions, and when she returned to San 
Francisco she would send clothing and food 
back to the needy families. Alice loved her 
plants but she loved people more. Once 
she wrote about the isolated ranches of the 
Santa Lucia Mountains: "To me human 
beings are as interesting as the plants and 
there were situations here that were un
usual because of the isolation." 

Despite her bold spirit, she was not a 
loner. As often as not, she would go off 
exploring with other intrepid companions 
although, as she confessed, "I am not a 
true mountain climber as I go only for the 
flowers and views to be had from the lofty 
heights." But go she did, clad in buttoned, 
denim skirts she designed herself with a 
heavy cottOR nightgown as a bustle. She . 
could walk four miles an hour and never 
seemed to tire. 

"The Hill Tribe," a group of San Fran
cisco n~sidents who enjoyed roaming nearby 
Mt. Tamalpais on Sundays, welcomed her 
in their midst. One member remembered 
her as "a hatless, short-skirted, broad
shouldered woman of wonderful strength
who used to trudge easily twenty miles a 
day with the sun in her serene bronze face 
and the wind in her flying hair, carrying 
her heavy plant presses on her back." She 
was also asked to join a men's hiking group, 
the Cross Country Club, which explored 
the Sierras. Of course, the men appreciated 
the fact that Alice did not mind being cook 
and bottle washer while they tended to the 

horses, the fire and the water. All through 
her life, cooking for her friends remained 
the one domestic task she enjoyed, prob
ably because food and the appreciation of 
it meant a good deal to her. 

If her friends were not available, she did 
not hesitate to tackle mountain climbing 
on her own. One day she set off by herself 
to collect specimens on Mt. Shasta. As she 
started up the mountain, she encountered 
a party of six men intent on climbing to 
the top who persuaded her to accompany 
them. Years later she recalled the joy she 
experienced during the descent when she 
donned a burlap sack, diaper-fashion, over 
her skirts and slid down the snow-covered 
slopes on it: "Our path was a beautiful 
rosy pink from the snow algae of which I 
had heard but now saw for the first time. 
It was a wonderful experience and I have 
always wished that I could do it again. 
However, at the lower levels the snow was 
soft and my skirt became very wet along 
the bottom and heavy and for the first and 
only time [1] wished that I could have been 
dressed like the men." 

By 1906, Alice had the Academy'S bo
tanical collections in good shape, but some 
inner voice had warned her to separate out 
the irreplaceable type specimens and put 
them together in one place where she eQuId 
easily find them during an emergency. Her 
foresightedness was all that saved 1,211 
botanical items when the San Francisco 
earthquake and fire hit the city on April 
18, 1906. She awoke that fateful day to 
feel the tremor, but it did not particularly 
worry her since it was felt less in her part 
of the city. After breakfast she went down 
to the Academy, but could not get in. No 
one was there, doors were locked and all 
around her buildings had been destroyed. 
The Academy was partially ruined, but what 
really worried her was the nearby fire. What 
if the Academy were to burn down? 

At last she located a male friend who 
managed to get her into the front hall, 
where others were frantically rescuing li
brary records. But the botanical collection 
was on the top flqor, and the marble stair
case was in ruins. "We went up," she wrote 
in a letter that was later published in 
Science, "chiefly by holding on to the iron 
railing and putting our feet between the 
rungs .. Porter helped me to tie up the plant 
types, and we lowered them to the floor 
of the museum by rop@s and strings tied 
together. Not a book was 1 able to save, 
nor a single thing of my own, except my 
favorite lens, without which I should feel 
helpless." 

By the time they got everything to the 



TOP: Alice Eastwood and John Thomas Howell in the Mojave Desert, on a botanical expedition 
to Utah and Arizofla in 1933. Photograph by Ynez Mexia, who accompanied them. BELOW: 
Eastwood and Howell on Mt. Rainier, Washington in 1937. Photograph by Edith H. English. 

street, the fire had reached the building 
next door. The military was letting no one 
take possessions out of the area, but Alice 
pleaded for her specimens and the records 
of the Academy and eventually had them 
transported out of immediate danger by 
private conveyance. From there, with the 
help of friends, she took them to Russian 
Hill, and when that seemed threatened, 
moved them on to Fort Mason. 

With all her concern for the Academy's 
property, she neglected her own private 
quarters, which were completely burned: 
"All my pictures and books are gone and 
many treasures that I prized highly; but I 
regret nothing for I am rich in friends and 
things seem of small account." About the 
Academy she wrote, "I do not feel the loss 
to be mine, but it is a great loss to the 
scientific world and an irreparable loss to 
California. My own destroyed work I do 
not lament, for it was a joy to me while I 
did it, and I can still have the same joy in 
starting it again." Which is exactly what 
she did. Undaunted and forty-seven years 
of age, she set out for the mountains to 
recollect the many specimens that had been 
lost. There was no money for the project; 
she used her own small income. And from 
then until her death, whenever she received 
gifts of money on her birthday or other 
holidays, she always spent it on books for 
the Academy. 

The University of California at Berkeley 
offered her research facilities in the botany 
department, but for nearly six years her 
position at the Academy remained in limbo. 
In addition to recollecting the plants, she 
had to verify the plant names from the 
original specimens. She visited the Na
tional Herbarium in Washington, D.C., the 
New York Botanical Gardens and, finally, 
the Gray Herbarium at Harvard. 

As usual, Alice quickly gathered new 
friends around her and obtained a job as 
staff assistant at the Herbarium. She w0fked 
there for two years and then took her sav
ings and went to Europe to check original 
plant specimens. 

It was like a homecoming for her, meet
ing well-known scientists and studying the 
collections at the British Museum of Nat
ural History, the Royal Botanic Gardens 
at Kew in England, and the Natural His
tory Museum of Paris. But finally she re
turned to Cambridge and received the call 
she had been waiting for: the California 
Academy of Sciences wanted her to rebuild 
their Herbarium. They had decided to re
establish themselves in Golden Gate Park 
which, from Alice's standpoint, was an ex
cellent plan. Not only did she have a her-
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barium to tend, she also had unlimited 
land to turn into gardens. 

She enlisted the help of the park super
intendent, Scotsman John McClaren, and 
together they worked to educate people 
about both the foreign and domestic spe
cies of plants they grew in the gardens. 
Every week she decorated the entrance 
lobby of North American Hall, the new 
Academy headquarters, with an educa
tional flower show. Each specimen was 
carefully labeled with its name and country 
of origin. The show became the longest 
continual floral exhibition in the world. In 
addition, she drew up a tree map of the 
park. 

Alice Eastwood was a friend of horti
culturists in addition to being an outstand
ing field botanist. One nurseryman, Victor 
Reiter, Jr., wrote that "it was not until 
Alice Eastwood became head of the De
partment of Botany that ornamental hor
ticulture had its champion .... Not only 
did she establish the herbarium of culti
vated exotics [in 1915) but she was able 
to accumulate a library which includes many 
books necessary for their study." In his 
opinion there was "nothing to equal [this] 
herbarium of cultivated plants west of the 
Rockies and perhaps west of the Atlantic 
seaboard ." 

Miss Eastwood also recognized and as
sisted many horticultural groups, becom
ing the founder and leader of a study group 
called the California Botany Club and 
forming the influential California Horti
cultural Society. The California Spring 
Blossom and Wildflower Association, which 
spread a love for flowers and gave con
servation lessons to children, made her its 
Honorary Life President, and she was 
named the "Sweetheart of the Business
men's Garden Club" in San Francisco. 

She published a wide variety of articles 
on cultivated plants for both popular gar
den magazines and scholarly journals. Many 
of those articles cleared up the confusing 
nomenclature of bottlebrushes, escallonias 
and pittosporums and frequently, accord
ing to Reiter, "exposed plants masquer
ading under wrong names." California 
nurserymen, in fact, were often heard to 
say, "If you do not know what it is, send 
it to Miss Eastwood." 

Her love for gardening and gardeners 
led her to encourage the use of California 
native plants in gardens throughout the 
world. For, as she wrote to E. P. Killip, 
Curator of Plants at the National Her
barium, her interest in plants "take[s) in 
the whole world .... This also brings me 
in contact with all the garden people and 
I love all those who love plants. They are 
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the finest people in the world and all are 
my good friends." 

Until 1929 she conducted the Academy 
botanical classes alone, but at that time 
John Thomas Howell was hired as her as
sistant. Later, when she grew older and it 
became necessary for the automobile to 
replace walking~ he drove her to places 
where she could still collect. She never did 
like to drive, though, and always main
tained that "there is no way so good for 
a knowledge of the plants as walking 
through a region." 

It was Howell's remembrances of her 
that have painted the most vivid portrait 
of Alice Eastwood as a person. "She took 
delight in flouting trivial social conven
tions," he wrote. She liked simple food and 
clothes, chamber music, poetry and the 
works of English and American nine
teenth -century novelists-particularly 
Henry James. Her favorite magazine was 
The Saturday Evening Post and she read 
mystery novels for pleasure and relaxa
tion. She loved to talk about food and 
memorable meals and enjoyed making jel
lies, preserves and pickles for herself and 
her friends. 

As a teacher, she was experimental, in
teresting and adventurous, using anec
dotes and appropriate allusions to litera
ture and the arts. "With Miss Eastwood," 
Howell wrote, "nothing of knowledge or 
wisdom was reserved-her table was a ver
itable feast spread out for anyone who 
wished to sample or to partake deeply .. . . 
Anyone with a sincere love of flowers or 
beauty could have known Miss East
wood." 

She maintained her love of humanity 
and her almost childlike belief in goodness 
until the end of her long life. Perhaps be
cause she had such a generous, outgoing 
and giving spirit she could not conceive of 
evil in others, and, by and large, her beliefs 
were well founded. As decade followed 
decade, through the 1920's, 1930's and 
1940's, she became the grand old lady of 
the Academy. Honors were heaped upon 
her-the California Spring Blossom and 
Wildflower Association dedicated a red
wood grove to her at Prairie Creek Red
woods State Park, the Arboretum she had 
dreamed of became a reality, the Shake
speare Garden she started contained a rose
granite bench dedicated to her by the Cal
ifornia Botany Club. Because she hdped 
to found the American Fuchsia Society, 
nurserymen named a fuchsia for her. There 
was also an Alice Eastwood lilac and an 
Alice Eastwood orchid. Two botanical 
genera honor her- Eastwoodia and 
Aliciella. 

She continued working hard both in the 
field and at the Academy. From 1912 until 
1949, she added 340,000 specimens to the 
Herbarium, many of which she discovered 
and named. With Howell's invaluable help 
she stafted the quarterly Leaflets of West
ern Botany, which contained scholarly ar
ticles about both cultivated and wild plants. 
She also encouraged other, younger female 
botanical explorers like Louise A. Boyd, 
who went to the Arctic, and Ynez Mexia, 
who penetrated remote areas of Mexico 
and South America. 

Despite all the honors she received, there 
was one she would never accept. Because 
she had been self taught and had never 
received a college degree, she refused any 
honorary degrees offered to her. In that 
refusal can be seen a little of the curmud
geon personality that Howell briefly al
luded to: "Her impatience could be as vi
olent as her kindness and generosity were 
great, and the force and bite of that im
patience were dreaded by all who ever en
countered it." 

The rebellious Alice claimed that she fol
lowed the command of Emerson to "scorn 
conventions and you always can." Even in 
religious matters she was unconventional, 
mentioning in her notes the "absurdity of 
dogmas in religion and philosophy and the 
insoluble mysteries of time, space, life and 
infinity. One can build up any kind of a 
system on a predicated hypothesis. To me 
the feeling that comes from the order and 
law of the universe is truly religious and I 
think that every scientific person must be 
religious without any belief in a dogma of 
any kind." Her life's work continued un
til she was ninety, when she retired and 
was made Curator Emeritus. Howell, her 
assistant for many years, took her place as 
Curator. In 1950, at th~ age of 91, she 
flew to the Seventh International Botanical 
Congress in Sweden, where she served as 
honorary president. They sat her in Lin
naeus' chair, this tiny, indomitable woman 
who had followed the teachings of Lin
naeus throughout her long and fruitful 
lifetime. 

As one person declared at the celebra
tion the Academy held for her in honor of 
her fiftieth working year, "There has never 
been anyone like her on earth and there 
never will be, if I am permitted to 
prophesy." 4) 

Marcia Bonta writes a weekly column for the 
Altoona Mirror. Her articles have appeared in 
The Conservationist, Bird W atcher's Digest 
and Pennsylvania Heritage. Her first book, 
Escape to the Mountain; was published in 
1980. 



Alice Eastwood, at age 80, studying a lupine specimen at the Academy in 1939. The instrum~nt in 
front of her, basically a hand lens mounted on a stand, was commonly used for 

examining and dissecting plant specimens. 
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BY PETER LOEWER 

16 October 1983 

H awley, Pennsylvania is a typical small town. Its main 
street is wide, with room for parked cars on either side, 
and it supports a working Victorian hotel, an authentic 

'30's diner, a railroad track (only at one end) and, nestled be
tween tree-covered hills, a small grid of tree-lined side streets 
with well-cared-for homes. The fishing is fine in the spring, 
baseball reigns all summer long (the ballfield is next to the fire 
company) and every fall hunters journey from Philadelphia to 

try for their first buck in the thick forest that begins just the 
other side of the town line. 

Just east of the town proper, high on one particular hill, a 
f<~w small homes are perched on the hillside. One particular 
house on a two-acre lot boasts a small clearing, some 2,500 
square feet carved out of living rock, that easily holds thousands 
of individual plants and over 600 rare and. unusual species from 
literally every corner of the world. It is the rock garden of 
L. Budd Myers. 

My first visit to the garden left me speechless for an hour. 
Only then did I begin to mouth the platitudes and cliches to 
hide my astonishment at the plants growing at my feet. There 
was no way to prepare for the carefully worked patchwork quilt 
of color that existed a half mile from an A & P and a mile from 
the hotel on that sunny day in June. 

"There's much more color in early May," said Myers. "Last 
winter we had enough snow covtlr to protect many of the more 

ABOVE: Bud Myers at work in his garden. RIGHT: A small area of 
Myers' garden set aside for propagation. 
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tender alpines, and the fence held back the usual onslaught of 
deer. 1 woefully discovered mornths after the rock garden was 
under way that it was created in the path of a deer run. The fence 
is a hateful but necessary limitation, but it stopped plants from 
being mangled by deer hook" 

We walked to the large natural rock outcrop, just back of the 
center of the ga~den, where 1 saw a blooming eastern bear grass 
(Xerophyllum asphodeloides) below the edge of the rock. "That 
only blooms every other year at the best, but this is the finest 
it's been in recent memory," Myers said. He arched his hand 
over his left shoulder as he looked down the hill. "Up there is 
the pea tree (Caragana arborescens forma Lorbergii) and some 
of the wildflower collections. Down to our left, at the bottom, 
is the bog garden. Then along the old rock wall I've put taller 
plants for a good background-many others that just don't fit 
anywhere else-then I've put invasive plants on top of the wall, 
like Coreopsis verticillata, a tickseed." 

" Starting up from the bottom right are many plants collected 
in the westem states-there are some dozen species of columbine 
here (Aquilegia spp.) ... . Then directly to Ol'lr right is a collection 
of a dozen cold-hardy rabbit-eared cacti (Opuntia spp.) from 
the Great Plains and a few other types of plants from that area." 

"I started fifteen years ago," he continued, "with a bulldozer 
hired for the day. We cleared all the soil from the tops of the 
rock outcrops-the driver was a bit confused by the whole thing
and put all the collected soil to one side. The garden became 
rather like a small and sqware amphitheater with the rocks be
coming the tiers of seats and the point at the center of the old 
stone wall being the open arena. After the big digging was over, 
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then 1 started on my own. 1 covered all the areas that would not 
get immediate treatment with black plastic to kill existing weeds 
and to keep more from sprouting. 1 trucked in gravel from a 
nearby bank. Then, working with a general mix of sand, gravel, 
peat moss, some composted soil and a dash of powdered manure, 
1 began to move in fill. The first plants to enter the garden were 
dwarf evergreens to create focal points: hemlocks, spruces and 
rhododendrons." 

It was beginning to get warm by now, the sun heating the 
tops of the gravel chips and the areas of bare rock, so 1 asked 
about watering. 

"I rarely water," he said. "This is a weekend garden; it must 
be on its own-often for two weeks or more---without much 
help from me. The top dressing of small gravel chips that covers 
the entire garden acts as mulch to preserve moisture. During the 
winter months, the garden is also on its 0wn. Years without 
snow always take their toll of plants, but the majority usually 
recover." 

"And," he added, "under the walkway at the very lowest 
center of the garden, 1 installed a system of perforated drainpipes 
that are embedded in the gravel fill so Water can never stand or 
stagnate." 

Looking down towards the stone wall, 1 said that although 
the garden was only 50 by 50 feet, it never seemed small or 
overly crowded; there always seemed to be room for more. 

"The levels of rock hdp to give the garden breathing room," 
he said. "I've had to prune a tew dwarf conifers over the years 
when they grew enough to block out a view-it's easy to forget 
that, even if a plant only grows an inch a year, when you're 
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TOP LEFT: A diminutive bellflower, Campanula dasyantha (formerly C. pilosa). TOP RIGHT: Native Eastern prickly pear cactus, Opuntia 
humifusa. BOTTOM LEFT: Candy tuft, lberis sempervirens and tiny Iris pumila. BOTTOM RIGHT: Haberlea rhodopensis, a gesneriad, 
and Japanese painted fern, Athyrium goeringianum 'Pictum', hug the edge of a rock. 

dealing with a limited space the ten-year total can make a 
statement." 

"I've tried to shy away from hard and fast rules," he explained. 
"You remember: don't put a shocking pink next to a bright red, 
etc., but when you're dealing with a world of alpines and the 
like, it's impossible to tone most of them down." He pointed 
to a new lily blooming at the foot of the wall. "Speaking of 
intensity, that will have to go. It's called 'Headlight' and it sure 
is; much too bright next to grey rock. Oh, it will never be 
finished; a garden is a living thing. And plants die. You would 
not believe the number of plants that have not survived or seeds 
that never germinated." 

Seeds are one of the clues to the complexities of Myers ' garden. 
For many years he has belonged to the various alpine and rock 
garden societies both here and in England and Scotland. It is by 
the judicial use of the various seed exchanges that he has been 
able to build such a vast collection of plants. 

"It's easier to start from seed," he said. "Aside from the sheer 
excitement of shepherding a plant from seed to flowering, it 
gives a plant the opportunity to adapt to differences between 
here and its original home, whether in the Himalaya Mountains 
or Kew Gardens. And there are differences. I've often felt that 
if a plant can survive the rigors of the Northwest, it can do well 
most anywhere. We can never predict snow cover, amount of 
rainfall, or temperatures from week to week. Last year was going 
to be the worst in a decade and instead it was very, very mild. 

Oh, it did hit all right, but only about the beginning of April 
when you would least expect it. Then there were the rains this 
year. That dwarf Yucca from Utah (probably a form of Y. glauca) 
is planted in sand and rock, but it rotted out with all that water. 
But there's a new sucker at its base, so maybe next year. 

" Starting plants from seed arld bringing them on has been one 
of the goals: it's sometimes satisfying, always interesting. But 
creating the appropriate settings within this small rock garden 
has tended to be the astonishing outcome of needs imposed by 
the plants themselves ." 

Some plants are collected by Myers in his annual fall jaunt 
to the mountains of the far West and often southwest Canada. 
There he visits other collector-gardeners and conservation groups 
associated with botanical gardens: "It's amazing, but often many 
nursery plants collected from the Pacific west coast do not survive 
for long here in the East. They should, by all reasoning, but they 
often don't." 

"And you never know what is blooming right over the next 
hill," he continued as we walked over to a small cleft in the 
rocks and bent down to see a diminutive Jack-in-the-pulpit, a 
three-inch blossom on a six-inch plant. " I found this beauty in 
the woods above the garden, just across the street. It's held its 
dwarf size for two seasons now." 

Just to our left a cloud of candy-striped Lewisia (L. cotyledon 
'Sunset Strain') blossoms began to move in a slight breeze, un
aware that they were no longer in the mountains in Oregon; to 
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ABOVE: Two plants native to the eastern United States. On the left is Chamaelirium luteum, commonly called blazing-star or fairy-wand. 
On the right is pitcher plant, Sarracenia purpurea. RIGHT: Along the edge of the garden, yellow-flowered pea tree, Caragana arborescens 
forma Lorbergii, blooms above a remarkable assortment of dwarf conifers and other flowering plants. 

our right a group of American columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) 
perched over a bed of Aurinia saxatilis (formerly Alyssum 
saxatile) 'Citrinum', while a few steps more took us to a large 
bed of Haberlea rhodopensis in full bloom, gently nestled against 
a clump of Japanese painted fern (Athyrium goeringianum 
'Pictum' ). 

1 asked Myers about the biggest insect problem in his garden. 
"Slugs!" he spat. "I come out at night with a flashlight to 

collect them, and this has to be the worst year for them in living 
memory. All that rain has led to some of the largest I've ever 
encountered. The pitcher plant in the bog (Sarracenia purpurea ) 
has happily gorged itself on them this spring." 

We followed the path past the mounds of tufa rock, brilliant 
with the bright yellows of Draba rigida and the Douglasia 
vitaliana (sometimes listed as Vitaliana primuliflora) down to 
the small bog garden. 

" I planted an old concrete-stoppered porcelain ba,thtub here," 
said Myers. " I added a rotted log and filled it with thoroughly 
soaked peat moss, then, as in the rest of the garden, started most 
of the bog plants from seed. The first plant used was truthfully 
a minor reason for the establishment of the bog. It was a Geum 
pentapetalum, in turn raised from one seed that alone germinated 
from a seed exchange packet of many years ago. Before the bog, 
it languished for several years in the scree, but now, after moving 
it to the lip of the tub, the shrublet has thrived and gnarled itself 
into a splendid natural bonsai." 
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There are sharp inclines on either side of the buried tub, held 
back by a naturalistic wall of squarish rocks that edge the bog 
to make it a level below the rest of the garden-a manmade, 
cirquelike basin. 

1 looked to the right and saw a collection of small succulent 
rosettes only inches high and all covered with brick-red blossoms. 
"Those are Rosularia paniculata," he said, "surely one of the 
most beautiful reds in the garden." 

We walked back to the rock ledge:1t was now late afternoon, 
and the sky in the west was getting heavy with rolling grey 
clouds. A soft murmur of thl,mder was the only noise. 

"We're going to get one of those storms that run through this 
valley like an express train with no local stops," said Myers. 

1 looked over the garden, still amazed by the many different 
plants around me. Then 1 noticed an empty spot of dirt way 
over to the right, close to the fence. It was about three feet square 
and very conspicuous now that 1 became aware of it. 1 asked 
what grew there. 

"Nothing yet," answered Myers. "It was recently reclaimed 
from a stand of sedums that went wild and is now ready for a 
few choice plants from next year's crop of seedlings." 0 

Peter Loewer is a botanical artist and scientific illustrator who 
writes and illustrates his own books. His latest book is Evergreens: 
A Guide for Landscape, Lawn and Garden. 
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The Seven Gables 
Garden 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE TALOUMIS 

I grew up in Salem, Massachusetts, 
but it was not until my college years 
that I visited one of its most talked

about attractions- the House of the Seven 
Gables. Built in 1668, it is probably one 
of the best-known houses in American lit
erature. It was once the horne of Susan 
Ingersoll, whose cousin Nathaniel Haw
thorne assured it a place in American tra
dition by basing a romantic novel on his 
impressions of the house. 

Hawthorne's The House of the Seven 
Gables, which was published in 1851, was 
inspired not only by the unique, seven
gabled building, but also by the garden. 
According to Daniel Foley, curator of the 
garden today, the Gables garden of Haw
thorne's time was typical of the nineteenth 
century-a conglomeration of flowers and 
fruits, such as lilacs, pear trees, quince 
bushes, grapevines and scarlet runner beans. 

While there is no evidence that he was 
a gardener himself, Hawthorne had gn~at 
respect for hortiC\!!lture, probably partially 
due to the influence of his uncle, Robert 
Manning. Manning gained a reputation as 
the foremost horticulturist in America. His 
book on the culture of pears drew visitors 
from across the nation to see his orchard 
and garden. 

The Gables garden described in Haw
thorne's masterpiece was already begin-

LEFT: Tulips fill the garden at the House of 
the Seven Gables in early May. 

ning to decay: "The enclosure had for
merly been very extensive, but was now 
contracted within small compass, and 
hemmed about, partly by high wooden 
fences, and partly by the outbuildings of 
houses that stOOG on another street. In its 
center was a grass plat, surrounding a ruin
ous little structure, which showed just 
enough of its original design to indicate 
that it had once been a summerhouse. A 
hopvine, springing from last year's root, 
was beginning to clamber over it, but would 
be long in covering the roof with its green 
mantel." 

Another reference reveals the condition 
of the plants in the garden: "When Phoebe 
was quite dressed, she peeped out of the 
window, and saw a rosebush in the garden. 
Being a very tall one, and of luxuriant 
growth, it had been propped up against 
the side of the house, and was literally 
covered with a rare and very beautiful spe
cies of white rose. A large portion of them, 
as the girl afterwards discovered, had blight 
or mildew at their hearts; but, viewed at 
a fair distance, the whole rosebush looked 
as if it had been brought from Eden that 
very summer together with the mold in 
which it grew." 

The Gables garden with which Haw
thorne was so intrigued eventually dete
riorated completely, and it was not until 
1910, when the house itself was restored, 
that attention was paid to the garden once 
again. Luckily for visitors today, the view 

of the ocean is not obscured by the fences 
and outbuildings that Hawthorne de
scribed, and the shimmering water pro
vides an unusually dramatic backdrop. 

The present-day garden, which was de
signed by Boston landscape architect Ar
thur Shurcliff, was developed with the 
knowledge that the house and garden would 
be open to the public. A simple knot gar
den, with boards along the beds to provide 
formal precision and a sense of neatness, 
gives the feeling of colonial America while 
controlling foot traffic to protect plants 
from the many visitors who tour the gar
den annually. 

"This is a patterned UacobeanJ garden," 
says curator Foley. " Important are lilacs, 
many of which were here when I carne, 
and the large boxwoods, which I was able 
to bring in from a large estate. It is these 
two plants that give character to the gar
den, a sense of proportion, a feeling that 
this is a garden that has long been here, 
which it has." 

Shurcliff's plant selections are truly a 
reflection of history, as Foley notes: "The 
collection of plants we have is an example 
of kinds that have been grown for 400 
years. They include foxgloves, peonies, 
hostas, herbs, clove currant (Ribes odor
atum), yews, hollies, snapdragons and lil
ies, including Lilium speciosum, which was 
introduced at the time Hawthorne wrote 
the story. We have marigolds, gaillardias, 
delphiniums, shasta daisies, sweet Wil-
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liam, pansies .. . bittersweet, bayberry, 
rugosa and hugonis roses, baby's-breath 
and bouncing Bet. " 

The Gables garden is planned for all
season color. In this respect it is surpris
ingly successful, considering the harsh New 
England climate. Fortunately, its seaside 
location keeps killing frosts away most years 
until early December or so. 

The scarlet runner beans, Phaseolus coc
cineus, are one of the major attractions of 
the Gables garden. Grown on trellises on 
the garden side of the house, this annual 
climber has brilliant scarlet flowers and 
long pods similar to those of wisteria . The 
scarlet runner bean is vividly described in 
Hawthorne's classic: "When the bean vines 
began to flower on the poles, there was 
one particular variety which bore a vivid 
scarlet blossom. The daguerrotypist had 
found these beans in a garret, over one of 
the seven gables . ... By way of testing 
whether .there were still a living germ in 
such ancient seeds, Holgrave had planted 
some of them; and the result of his ex
periment was a splendid row of bean vines, 
clambering ... in a spiral profusion of red 
blossoms .... Ever since the unfolding of 
the first bud, a multitude of humming
birds had been attracted thith€r ... at 
times, it seemed as if for every one of the 
hundred blossoms there was one of these 
tiniest fowls of the air .. . hovering and 
vibrating about the bean poles." 

There are many other features that fas
cinate Gabl€s garden visitors-the huge 
horse ch€smut; the espaliered yews; the 
pansies, which seem to bloom eternally in 
the cool breez€s that blow off the ocean; 
the splendid American lindens (Tilia amer
icana), the constant bloom of g€raniums, 
snapdragons and sweet alyssum which come 
up like weeds; and the chrysanthemums, 
which wntinue flowering well after 
Thanksgiving. 

What impresses visitors most, though, 
is the view of the gard€n as they em.erge 
from the darkened room where an intro
ductory slide pres€ntation is given. Before 
them is the perpetually restless sea, the 
House of the Seven Gables with th€ scarlet 
rulmer beans climbing their trellises, the 
neat flower beds, the gulls screaming over
head, the wisteria arbor under which you 
may lunch, and the two €ye-catching, 
eighteenth-century spiral tr€llises cover€d 
with roses. Th€ effect is mesmerizing. 

TOP LEFT: Chrysanthemums add color to the fall garden at the Gables. TOP RIGHT: In 
September, the raised beds overflow with late-season color. BOTTOM LEFT: Hawthorne's 
birthplace, the red building beyond the garden, was moved to its present location in 1958. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The ocean provides a dramatic backdrop for the Gables garden. ABOVE: 
Scarlet runner beans, featured in the garden, are described in Hawthorne's class ic. 

American Horticulturist 27 



28 October 1983 



Visitors have Daniel Foley, along with 
two sisters Kathy Wilson and Robin Kan
ter, to thank for the garden's current healthy 
state. Foley is also responsible for the flower 
arrangements which are found throughout 
the House of the Seven Gables, specifically 
in the kitchen, front hall, parlor, dining 
room, Phoebe's room and Clifford's room. 
In the spring, the arrangements may fea
ture tulips, in the summer, delphiniums 
and shasta daisies. Whatever the season, 
all the flowers are picked in the garden, 
but unobtrusively, so they will not be 
missed. Foley also features woody plants 
in some of his displays: autumn brings vi
burnums and bayberry, and this past spring 
there were opulent displays of flowering 
dogwood and hawthorn, all cut on the 
premises. 

Foley also favors wild plants for his ar
rangements: "People who come here from 
the Midwest are fascinated by Joe-Pye weed, 
boneset, purple loosestrife, Queen Anne's 
lace and ' others, which they do not seem 
to know .... they want to know how and 
where ... the flowers are arranged. I tell 
them they are first cut and hardened in 
water at least overnight. Then they are 
arranged in water with sugar added to pro
long their longevity, in Oasis, with char
coal added to keep the water sweet." 

Visitors late in the season might catch 
a glimpse of Foley working in the garden 
in a heavy sweater and turtleneck, with an 
ever-ready smile and answers to questions 
about the Gables garden, his arrangements 
or gardening in general. If he has the time, 
he will tell you a story or two before going 
back to his garden beds, which he is al
ready preparing for the enjoyment of next 
season's visitors. 

The garden at Hawthorne's House of 
the Seven Gables is indeed a wonderful 
surprise. Over 170,000 visitors from all 
over the world come to view it annually 
as part of a general tour through the re
stored Gables "complex" of seventeenth
and eighteenth-century Salem homes, in
cluding the house in which Hawthorne was 
born. See "Sources" on page 34 of this 
issue for more information on the garden. 

o 

George Taloumis, former editor of 
Horticulture, is a free-lance garden writer and 
photographer. He is a member of Garden 
Writers Association of America and serves as 
the New England regional editor of Flower 
and Garden. 

TOP LEFT: Planned for all-season color, the Gables garden display begins with tulips in early 
May. TOP RIGHT: The garden is still colorful in October. BELOW LEFT: Snapdragons, sweet 
alyssum, geraniums and dusty-miller provide mid-summer color. ABOVE: 'Rubrum' lilies grace 
the garden in August. 
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The 
Sour Gum 

BY STEVE BENDER 

T here is something that makes cer
tain plants appeal to certain peo
ple, something that makes a par

ticular plant-be it specimen or entire 
species-more endearing to one person than 
to another. I suppose that "something" is 
a characteristic or quality of the plant that 
happens to fulfill an individual's particular 
psychological or aesthetic needs. Whatever 
"it" is, over the years the plant becomes 
more than an object of quiet admiration; 
it becomes a sort of friend . Just sniffing its 
fragrance, sitting under its leafy boughs or 
even glimpsing it on a distant hillside helps 
relieve the tensions of everyday life. 

The plant of my heart is the sour gum. 
One of the finest hardwood shade trees of 
the eastern United States, its glossy-green 
summer foliage, abundant blue fruit and 
unforgettable autumn color are just some 
of the qualities that endear it to me. Even 
its botanical name, Nyssa sylvatica, is 
beautiful. In classical mythology Nyssa was 
a water nymph; sylvatica means "of the 
forest." Somehow, this tree can support 
me in times of crisis. Fortunately, speech 
isn't one of its many attributes; undoubt
edly, sour gums occasionally have troubles 
of their own to relate-leaf spots, scale, 
an upturn in the lumber industry-and I 
just don't have the time to return the favor. 
We humans are a selfish lot. 

The sour gum claims several other names: 
black gum, tupelo and pepperidge. Why 
gum is there no one seems certain, since 
the tree is not now, nor apparently ever 
was, a source for that sticky commodity. 
Pepperidge is similarly without founda
tion. I can't imagine naming a tree after a 
brand of shortbread cookies. The name 
tupelo, however, is an accurate description 
since it is derived from the Creek Indian 
words eto, meaning tree, and opeluwv, 
meaning swamp. Sour gum is commonly 
found in moist, lowland soils. 

Sour gum is known for its glorious fall 
foliage. 

Sour gum belongs to the family Nys
saceae, which in modern times is limited 
in distribution to the temperate areas of 
eastern Asia and the eastern United States. 
Its prehistoric sweep was considerably more 
extensive, as demonstrated by the fossil
ized fruits discovered in England, conti
nental Europe, Siberia, Japan and the 
western United States. 

In the United States, Nyssa is repre
sented by water tupelo (N . aquatica), oge
che tupelo (N . ogeche) and sour gum. In 
addition, botanists recognize a separate 
variety of sour gum, N. sylvatica var. bi
flora, commonly called swamp black gum. 

Nyssa sylvatica is one of the dominant 
forest trees along the Atlantic Coast and 
is found in close association with oaks, 
beech, red maple (Acer rubrum) and black 
cherry (Prunus serotina ). Despite its pre
dilection for moist soils, it is intolerant of 
flooding. Under anaerobic conditions the 
root system quickly deteriorates, and toxic 
levels of manganese and iron build up in 
the soil solution. For this reason, it actually 
performs best in Appalachian uplands, on 
rolling hillsides and in open fields. 

The sour gum's growth habit varies as 
much as its habitat. In college, horticulture 
students are instructed to identify sour gum 
by its distinctly horizontal branching and 
pyramidal shape. Yet many sour gums 
possess pendulous branches while others 
are excessively twiggy. A sour gum's can
opy may be rounded, oval or flat-topped. 
Such disparity is undoubtedly linked to 
seedling variation as well as environmental 
factors. 

Two of the surest ways to identify a sour 
gum in the woods are by its stems and by 
its bark. Find a leaf scar on one of its 
slender, gray stems and look for a triad of 
vascular bundle scars-an unmistakable 
sign. The bark is also unique. On mature 
trees it breaks into thick, irregular blocks 
reminiscent of alligator hide. 

One could be oblivious to leaf scars, not 
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IVOW ... BY MAIL! 

FLOWER ARRANGING 
SUPPLIES: 

Tools, Techniques, 
Tricks of the Trade! 

SPECIAL OFFER -

MAKES A GREAT GIFT: 

The Original 
Stem Stripper 

A unique tool for removing thorns 
and leaves from stems. 

$095 including 
only :I;;a. postage & handling 

-----------
The Keth Company 
P.O. Box 645 
Corona del Mar, CA 92625 

Please send me __ Orlglnal Stem Strlpper(s)at $9.95 
each including postage and handling. Enclosed is my lJ check 
or [ i moneyorder . (Sorry. no Co.O.s. CA res. add60e ea . lax.) 

o Please send your FREE Complete List of Floral Supplies. 

PLEASE 
PRINT' 
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City ____ _ 
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Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

Proven for centuries I From 
the remote islands of Peru . a 
100% organic fertilizer made of 
nutrient-rich seabird droppings 
from the Guanay (wah-ni) . an 
anchovy eater 

Plantjoy 's high nitrogen con
tent and other elements enrich 
even the poorest soil. Plant joy 
IS excellent lor all varieties of 
vegetable . fruit and ornamental 
gardens . houseplants 
and lawns. Send today for 
., The gourmet food lor your 
plants and soit." 

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or your money back. 
Name ____ _ ________ ___ 

Street _____________ ___ 

City _ _ _ _ _ State Zip ___ _ 

o MasterCard o Visa 0 Check 
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Pflce Includes postage and handling . If mailing to Alaska 
Hawati. add $2 00 Please allow 2-4 weeks tor delivery 
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CHOUTe:>. INC. 
5207 Verdont Woy 
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SOUR GUM CONT'D 

care a twaddle about bark and still be able 
to spot a sour gum in a September woods. 
The sour gum is one of the first trees to 
turn color in the fall. Its leaves of flame, 
scarlet and burgundy are without parallel. 
In early autumn, when the oaks, beeches 
and hickories remain cloaked in somber 
tones, eyes are drawn to a shining sour 
gum, as if to a scarlet needle in a verdant 
haystack. 

The sour gum owes its glorious color to 
the pigment anthocyanin, which is water 
soluble and usually found in the cell sap. 
The reactions of various sugars with com
pounds known as anthocyanidins produce 
anthocyanin. It is usually red in an acid 
solution but may become purplish if the 
pH is in the neutral or alkaline range. In 
combination with other pigments-or
ange-yellow carottme and yellow xantho
phyll-it turns orange. 

For most of the growing season the sour 
gum's anthocyanin is hidden behind its 
leaves' abundant supply of bright green 
chlorophyll, which transforms energy from 
the sun into carbohydrates. But the leaves 
cease producing chlorophyll as the days 
shorten in autumn and the temperatures 
decline. As it drains away, the red stain of 
anthocyanin is revealed. 

For many trees the intensity of their fall 
coloration is largely determined by envi
ronmental factors. Because sunlight is 
turned into carbohydrates, which in turn 
give rise to anthocyanins, brilliant au
tumns I!lsually follow sunny summers . 
Rainfall must be sufficient, but not exces
sive; too much rain may spur abnormal 
growth late into autumn, so that tender, 
new leaves are killed by frost before they 
can turn. Temperatures must also be right. 
When the mercury dips to the low forties 
at night, carbohydrates are trapped in the 
leaves by quick-forming cork cells at the 
bases of stems. The temperature drop soon 
unleashes faU splendor. 

Be this as it may, variations in the sour 
gum's color are probably due more to ge
netics than to the environment. One tree 
I know of, growing fully in the open, al
ways turns golden-orange. Other trees sit
uated in semi-shade inevitably glow bright 
red. 

It is this consistency of autumn elegance 
that binds me to the sour gum. Rain or 
shine, through thick and thin, the sour gum 
always comes through. Because of this, un
fortunately, many of us take it for granted. 
In Maryland, for example, we judge a great 
autumn not by its gums but by its oaks 

(the fall of 1981 was truly magnificent). 
This is because the oaks are the last great 
trees to turn and, depending on the weather, 
may be,either ruddy or muddy. When they 
are ruddy, the combination of gums and 
oaks is like lobster and a good Chardon
nay. Together they are sensational, but it 
is prudent to remember that the first is nice 
alone too. 

From my doting description of the sour 
gum's fall foliage it may seem that it is a 
tree for only one season. Fie upon this 
notion! The sour gum is a sporting com
panion the year 'round. In spring and sum
mer its glossy, dark green leaves glint in 
the sun. In barren winter its furrowed bark 
lends interest. 

Sour gums have the reputation for being 
genetically short-lived trees. To me, that's 
like saying that soldiers are genetically short
lived people. If sour gums are short-lived, 
it is probably because many grow in 
swampy lowlands and are subjected to pe
riodic flooding. Waterlogged soils expe
dite root decay and heart rot, but on well
drained upland soils, I suspect the situation 
is somewhat different. In the central Mary
land woods near where I grew up, for ex
ample, there is an enormous sour gum 
towering over the rest of the forest. Higher 
than the oaks, taller than the tulip poplars, 
its first fifty feet are devoid of branches. 
In autumn its awesome canopy, a head 
above the other trees' shoulders, beams 
beet-red. Because sour gums grow slowly, 
this tree must be very old. Noting its kingly 
aspect, I named the tree Arthur. 

Arthur::, I grant you, is an exception. He 
must be every inch of 100 feet tall. Ac
cording to authorities, the majority of sour 
gums stretch to reach 60 feet. But might 
not a small part of his stature be attributed 
to the fact that he is growing on a well
drained hillside rather than in a lowland 
bog? 

The inconspicuous flowers of the sour 
gum are polygamo-dioecious, meaning that 
male and female flowers are borne on sep
arate trees, but perfect flowers appear on 
each tree as well. Seeds are carried in blue
black, oblong drupes that ripen in the fall. 
Birds relish these fruits and therefore are 
responsible for spreading the tree hither 
and yon. 

Not all creatures like them, however. I 
remember singing the praises of the sour 
gum to one apparently sane individual when 
he stopped me right in the middle of my 
oration and said, "Oh, you don't have to 
tell me about a gum tree! Drops those lousy 



blue berries all over the yard, don't it? 
Oughta chop all those stinkin' trees down 
if you ask me." I didn't ask, but what I 
should have asked was how he compared 
the mess of withered, little gum fruits to 
that of an oak's acorns, a mimosa's seed 
pods or the seed balls of a sycamore. Ah 
well, there's no use reasoning with some 
people. 

Sour gums are uncommon in the nursery 
trade primarily because they develop long 
taproots, making them difficult to ttans
plant. However, they can be grown in con
tainers if they are root pruned annually to 
prevent the taproots from ringing the con
tainers. Sour gums are propagated by seed, 
which generally is stratified in cold, moist 
sand for 60 to 90 days before sowing to 
overcome dormancy. Research has dem
onstrated that young seedlings grow better 
when transferred directly into three-gallon 
containers than when started in smaller
sized containers. 

It is a rare individual who successfully 
transplants a sour gum from the wild. I 
am among the chosen few. The trick is 
knowing which trees to dig. If your equip
ment consists of little more than a common 
spade and a piece of burlap, concentrate 
on smaller trees, primarily those four feet 
or less in height. Forget trees that are grow
ing on rocky and shallow soils. The roots 
afe liable to be sparse and stringy, and 
what's left of them after you get through 
hacking away will not be enough to sup
port the plant. The trees to look for are 
those growing in loose, deep soils. They 
are much more likely to have a network 
of feeder roots dose to the trunk. The more 
feeder roots you take along with the tree, 
the more likely it is to survive. 

In the home landscape the sour gum is 
a welcome addition. Utterly superb in nat
uralized areas, it is also a fine lawn tree. 
It is not recommended as a street tree, 
however, as it is intolerant of pollution and 
road salts. It performs best in an acid, moist, 
well-drained soil with full sun or part shade. 

So if the pressures of everyday life are 
getting to y<m, go talk to a sour gum tree. 
It's a lot cheaper than talkillg to a psy
chiatrist.Plus, n0 appointment is necessary, 
and the tfee will never mentioN your sex 
life. 

SO\!lC gums are a generous lot. 0 

Steve Bender is the new Assistant Garden 
Editor for Southern Living magazine and is a 
frequent contFibutor to American 
Horticulturist. 

CURE FOR THE 
COLD. 

Bitter cold strikes young and old alike. And about all you could do before 
Thermolactyl was relieve the symptoms. 

You could try to block the icy winds with layers of bulky clothing. Or wear 
old-fashioned long johns and perspire the moment you step indoors. 

But now Damart is offering a cure you can live with (and afford!): 
Form-fitting underwear made of Thermolactyl, a manmade fiber much warmer 
than cotton or wool and also much lighter! 

Damart Thermolactyl retains your body heat. And yet it b-r-e·a-t-h-e-s, 
allowing perspiration to evaporate. So you feel warm and dry, not cold and 
clammy. You're comfortable outdoors and indoors, too. 

No wonder more than 1,000,000 Americans already wear Damart 
Thermolactyl for outdoor sports or to prevent nagging aches associated with 
cold and dampness. No wonder it's the choice of polar and Himalayan 
expeditions, the Ladies Professional Golf Association, and the Jets, Patriots, 
Bears, Bills, Steelers, Eagles and Packers football teams. 

Damart's colorful catalog features form-fitting tops and bottoms in all 
sizes (including tall) for both men and women. 
You'll also find caps, glove liners, socks, even 
thermal lingerie! 

Send for your catalog right away. Not only will 
you survive the common cold; you'll thrive in it! 

r--~amart ------
I Mail to: DAMARf, Dept. 31119 
I 1811 Woodbury Avenue 
I Portsmouth, N.H. 03805 

I FREE CATALOG Yes - rush your catalog of 
I warm but lightweight Damart Thermolactyl. 
I I understand there's no obligation at all. 

I Name __________ ~~--~~--====~ ___ 

WARMTH WITHOUT 
WEIGHT OR WETNESS. 

I (please print) 

I Address ~ PRO.IS!S ,~ 
I "Cllff \,\t. I 

City State Zi """'"'' ," 
L. p © 1983 Damar! I ---------------------------------' 
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FREE! Howtogeteas
ily the highest survival of 
new plants faster with better 
roots. Make more money. 
Discover now a proven 
mist system-the latest in 
reliable solid state feed
back controls. You will love 
its simplicity. 
Treat your new plants with 
an amazing fog-like mist 
environmentthat gets ph& 
nominal results. 

UNEQUALLED 
INEXPENSIVE 
GUARANTEED 

r q-REER'C;iRDENi1 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I Justly Famous For I 
: Rhododendrons : 
I Azaleas I 
I Japanese Maples I 

Dwarf Conifers 
I Bonsai Materials I 
I Flowering Trees & Shrubs I 
I Rock Garden Plants I 
I Good selection of I 
I unusual Horticulture Books - I 

I Color catalog describes, prices over I I 2000 plants. Widely recognized as a I 
I valuable reference book. $2.00. I 

: WORLD WIDE SHIPPING : 

I Dept AH 1280 Goodpasture Is. Rd. I 
I Eugene, Oregon, 97401 I 

(503) 686-8266 J 1 _________ _ 
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SoURCES 

THE HOUSE OF SEVEN GABLES 

The Gables garden and house are open to 
the public every day of the year except 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's. 
Summer 
July 1 to Labor Day. Open daily 9:30 a.m. 

to 6:30 p.m. Admission $3.50 for adults, 
$1 .00 for children 6-17. Tour of the gar
den and three houses, including The 
House of the Seven Gables. 

Winter 
September 6 to June 30. Open daily 10:00 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission $2.50 for 
adults, $1.00 for children 6-17. Tour of 
the garden and the Gables house only. 

ALICE EASTWOOD 
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A GARDEN SMALL 

The following organizations all have pub
lications and extensive seed exchanges of 
great diversity. 
Alpine Gardcm Society, Lye End Link, St. 

John's Woking GU21 1SW, Surrey, 
England. Membership is about $15.00 
per year. 

American Horticultural Society, PO Box 
0105, Mt. Vernon, VA 22121. Mem
bership is $20.00 per year. 

American Rock Garden Society, Donald 
M. Peach, Secretary, Rte. 1, Box 282, 
Mena, Arkansas 71953. Membership is 
$9.00 per year. 

Hardy Plant Society, Hon. Sec. Miss Bar
bara White, 10 St. Barnabas Road, Em
mer Green, Cabersham, Reading RG4 
8RA, England. Membership is $8 .00 per 
year. 

Japanese Rock Garden Society, Noriyoshi 
Masuda, 943-123 Nibuno, Himeji, Ja
pan. Membership $15.00 per year and 
you must use an International Postal 
Money Order. 

Ro yal Horticultural Society, Vincent 
Square, London SW1P 2PE, England. 
Membership $20.00 per year. 

Scottish Rock Garden Society, Mrs . E. R. 
Law, Kippielaw Farm, by Haddington, 
East Lothian EH41 4PY, Scotland. 
Membership $12.00 per year. 

Gardeners who would like a list of the over 
600 plants growing in Bud Meyer's amaz
ing garden may send a self-addressed, busi
ness size envelope with 40¢ postage to 
Assistants to the Editor, American Hor
ticultural Society, PO Box 0105, Mt. Ver
non, VA 22121. 



JASMINES 

The true jasmines and some of the so-called 
jasmines such as Trachelospermum and 
Gelsemium are available from the follow
ing nurseries and seed companies. 
Plants 
Country Hills Greenhouse, Route 2, 

Corning, OH 43730, Catalogue 
$2.50. 

Logee's Greenhouses, 55 North Street, 
Danielson, CT 06239, Catalogue 
$2.50. 

Louisiana Nursery, Route 7, Box 43 , 
Opelousas, LA 70570, Catalogue 
$1.00. 

The Wayside Gardens Company, 
Hodges, SC 29695, Catalogue $1.00. 

Mrs . R. C. Welsh, Route 3, Box 1700, 
Madison, FL 32340, Catalogue free. 

White Flower Farm, Litchfield, CT 
06759, Catalogue $5.00. 

Seed 
J. L. Hudson, Seeds man, PO Box 1058, 

Rtldwood City, CA 94064, Catalogue 
$1.00. 

Steve Pirus, Collector of Rare & Exotic 
Seeds, PO Box 693, Westminster, CA 
92683, Catalogue free. 

SOUR GUM 

Nyssa sylvatica is available from the fol
lowing sources. 
Forest Farm, 990 Tetherow Road, Wil

liams, OR 97544, Catalogue $1.00. 
Gossler Farms Nursery, 1200 Weaver Road, 

Springfield, OR 97477, Catalogue $1.00. 
Greer Gardens, 1280 Goodpasture Island 

Road, Eugene, OR 97401, Orders (800) 
547-5329, Catalogue $2.00. 

Louisiana Nursery, Route 7, Box 43, Ope
lousas, LA 70570, Catalogue $1.00. 

Mellinger's, 2310 West South Range, North 
Lima, OH 44452, Catalogue free. 

Waynesbor0 Nurseries, Waynesboro, VA 
22980, Catalogue free. 

Woodlanders, Inc., 1128 Colleron Ave
nue, Aiken, SC 29801, Catalogue $2.00. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

WHITE 
fiRE 

COMPOST 
STARTER 

MAKE FASTER COMPOST! 
Composting is a cheap source of excellent fertilizer. but sometimes it tal~es too 
long to mal~e . Often this is coused by too linle nitrogen. WHITE FIRE Compost 
Starter solves this problem. 

WHITE FIRE provides nitrogen. necessary for the quicl~ initial heating and breol~· 
down that results in fast composting .. . safely and inexpensively. Now you can 
use low·nitrogen materials. such as leaves. sawdust. hoy. etc .. and still get fast 
compost. 

14 ounce package: $3.95 plus $1.50 shipping 
(treats roughly 25 cubic feet) 

Order before October 10 and deduct 5 % ! 

- Easy to use 
- Inexpensive 
- ~afe 
- Use low·nitrogen 

materials normally 
difficult to compost 

~~ :I Satisfaction 
,. Guaranteed 
"'il>l! or your money back 

1----------------IlifeSci, P.O. Box 276, Waldwick, NJ 07468 I 
I Gentlemen. 
I Please send me pa cl~age (s ) of WHITE FIRE 

I 
Compost Storte r If I am not pleased . my money w il l 
be promptly refunded . Checl~ or money orde r for 

I b is enclosed 
INAME ________________________ ___ 

I ADDRESS __________________ ____ _ 

I CITY ___________________ _ 

I STATE ZIP 

WATER-LILIES 
in your garden 

Lilyponscatalogue 
features everything 
needed for your 
garden pool, 
including the pool 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
Waterlilies, Lotus, Aquatic plants, Goldfish, Scavengers, 

"-
Koi Fiberglass garden pools, PVC pool liners, Sweeps, 

Filters, Pumps, Lights, Statuary, Books and much more. 

New colorful Lilypons catalogue and seasonal mini catalogs, S3.00. 

Nam~ ___________ _ LILYPONS WATER GARDENS 
(Please print) 

1510 Amhon Road ]510 Lil~cpons Road 
Addres"-------_________ _ Lilypons, Maryland 21717 Brookshire, Texas 77423 

City_ . _____________ _ 
(301) 874·5133 (713) 934·8525 

I State. _ _ ._______________ YES, Please send me the new color-
ful Lilypons catalogue and seasonal I 

I Zip_ - --- - - - --- --- -- - - mini catalogs. I enclose S3.00. 

I ______ --------------------------~ 
American Horticulturist 35 



BooK REVIEWS 
CLIMBING PLANTS. 
Kenneth A. Beckett. Timber Press. 
Portland, Oregon. 1983. 178 pages; 
hardcover, $17.95. AHS discount price 
$16.50 including postage and handling. 

At last-an English garden book actually 
written for international readers! The ma
jority of this book is devoted to describing 
and giving cultural information for a wide 
variety of climbing plants, all of which are 
ra ted for hardiness according to the 
U.S.D.A. Zone designation. Although many 
of the species included in this book are 
commonly grown in the U.S., many others 
that are equally adaptable are rarely seen 
here. If you like to grow vines, this book 
may introduce you to some new ones you 
would like to try. 

TWO FIELD GUIDES 

FIELD GUIDE TO ORCHIDS OF 
NORTH AMERICA. 
John G. Williams and Andrew E. 
Williams. Universe Books. New York, 
New York . 1983. 143 pages; softcover, 
$10.95. AHS discount price $10.00 
including postage and handling. 

THE FIELD AND GARDEN GUIDE 
TO HERBS. 
M. M. Kondor and C. B. Wilson. 
Stackpole Books. Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 1983.319 pages; 
hardcover, $19.95. AHS discount price 
$16.60 including postage and handling. 

Field Guide to Orchids identifies, de
scribes and illustrates (in color) all 177 
species of orchids found north of the Mex
ican border. A simple key aids the iden
tification of genera while colored drawings 
are provided for species identification. In 
addition, keys to species are provided for 
five of the larger genera . This is an excel
lent little book for anyone interested in our 
native species of orchids: 

The Field and Garden Guide to Herbs 
is nothing of the sort. While it does discuss 
200 species of herbs occurring in the wild 
throughout North America, it does not in
clude any information on the native hab
itats, nor does it provide any means of 
identification. All species are illustrated with 
either a photograph or a line drawing; 
however, such illustrations are totally use-
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less for identification purposes. The herbal 
uses are discussed briefly, and some notes 
on culture will be of value if you want to 
grow any of these plants in your garden. 

HILLIER'S MANUAL OF TREES 
AND SHRUBS. 
Van Nostrand Reinhold Company. New 
York, New York. 1981. (5th edition). 
576 pages; hardcover, $20.50. AHS 
discount price $18.3 5 including postage 
and handling. 

This basic reference work on woody plants 
is finally available from a u.S. publisher. 
Extensive descriptions of species and cul
tivars include comments on their use and 
value in the garden. Slight judgment is re
quired as hardiness information pertains 
to the British Isles. 

FLOWERS FOR NORTHERN 
GARDENS. 
Leon C. Snyder. University of Minnesota 
Press. Minneapolis, Minnesota. 1983. 
387 pages; hardcover, $25.00. AHS 
discount price $23.75 including postage 
and handling. 

Written by a professor of horticulture at 
the University of Minnesota, this book is 
a first-hand accounting of those plants that 
will grow successfully where winter tem-

peratures may drop to -50°F and summers 
can be counted on for temperatures over 
100°F. The author selected plants that 
would grow successfully in U.S.D.A. Zones 
1 to 4, but readers in the harsher portions 
of Zone 5 wiU also find this a useful book. 
Each plant is briefly described, and cul
tural information is provided. Where ap
plicable, some of the more readily avail
able cultivars are also listed. Colored 
photographs (277 of plants and 11 more 
of gardens) illustrate many of the recom
mended species. 

W ATERLILIES. 
Philip Swindells. Timber Press. Portland, 
Oregon. 1983. 159 pages; hardcover, 
$17.95. AHS discount price $16.50 
including postage and handling. 

This is a book about waterlilies and their 
relatives. A few brief chapters give essen
tial cultural information, including a short 
chapter on pool construction. However, 
the major portion of the book describes 
and comments on the many species and 
cultivars of this group of plants. An ex
cellent chapter on hybridization deals 
mostly with the wOFk of George Pring, 
who developed many new hybrids at the 
Missouri Botanic Garden in the early part 
of this century. 



PESTICIDES 

ARE PESTICIDES REALLY 
NECESSARY? 
Keith C. Barrons. Regnery Gateway, 
Inc. Chicago, Illinois. 1981. 245 pages; 
softcover, $6.95. AHS discount price 
$6.70 including postage and handling. 

THE NEW PESTICIDE USER'S 
GUIDE 
Bert L. Bohmont. Reston Publishing 
Company. Reston, Virginia. 1983. 452 
pages; hardcover, $19.95. AHS discount 
price $18.00 including postage and 
handling. 

Are Pesticides Really Necessary? is an at
tempt to provide the reader with a rational 
evaluation of both the value of chemical 
pesticides and the dangers involved in their 
widespread use. The author also discusses 
natural pest control methods and their ef
fectiveness under certain circumstances. 
This is a calm, well-organized presentation 
which clearly shows the choices we must 
make in order to achieve a necessary bal
ance in the use of various pest control 
systems. 

The New Pesticide User's Guide is an 
agricultural students' textbook that deals 
with the practicalities of using pesticides. 
It is also a how-to book and is highly rec
ommended for any serious gardener who 
wants to know exactly what is being done
and how it can be done safely-in the area 
of p€sticide use. 

THE ORTHO PROBLEM SOL VER . 
Michael D. Smith, Editor. Ortho 
Information Services. San Francisco, 
California. 1982. 1,022 pages; 
hardcover, $149.95. AHS discount price 
$135.00 including postage and handling. 

If your grass doesn't grow or your spruce 
tree is dropping its needles, this is the book 
for you. A major publication aimed at the 
problems of the home gardener, The Or
tho Problem Solver is divided into several 
sections including lawns; annuals, peren
nials and bulbs; trees, shrubs and vines; 
v€getables, berries and grapes. Each sec
tion begins with a discussion of the general 
problems that the home owner may en
counter within the group and then dis
cusses the specific problems of individual 
genera. An excellent color photograph and 
an analysis of what may have caused the 
problem are followed by reeommenda
tions for solutions. Other sections of the 

Problem Solver cover household pests, 
weeds, plant diseases, soil, and cultural 
and climate problems. An excellent 190-
page index provides many alternative ways 
to find solutions to any problem. 

While this book is available for reference 
at most Orrho 'product dealers, the ad
vanced gardener will find a home copy of 
immense personal value. This is a reference 
book that you will use for years to come. 

LANDSCAPE PLANTS IN DESIGN
A PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE. 
Edward C. Martin, Jr . A VI Publishing 
Company. Westport, Connecticut. 1983. 
496 pages; hardcover, $61 .50. AHS 
discount price $53 .55 including postage 
and handling. 

Originally intended as a textbook for land
scape architects, this photographic survey 
of plants will be of immense value to any
one planning a garden, whether large or 
small. Plants are grouped as trees, shrubs 
or vines according to their usual use in the 
landscape, and a two-page spread on each 
plant shows details of flowers, fruit and 
bark and also provides numerous exam
ples of actual plantings. 

Photographs of the bare branches in 
winter and the plant in full leaf during the 
growing season add to the usefulness of 
the illustrations. Information is also pro
vided on form, texture, color, size, growth 
and spacing, and there are brief cultural 
notes. Finally, where applicable, closely re
lated species and cultivars are described. 
This book is highly recommended to both 
amateur and professional landscapers.~ 

-Gilbert s. Daniels 

Gilbert S. Daniels is the Immediate Past 
President of the American Horticultural 
Society. 

--------------------------------------------------------, 

ORDER foRM 
Please send me the books I have checked below at the special 

AHS discount rates. 

0 Climbing Plants $16.50 Enclosed is my check for __ books 
0 Flowers for Northern $23.75 

Gardens For the total amount of $ 

0 Field Guide to Orchids of $10.00 
Please allow six weeks for clelivery. North America 

0 The Field and Garden $16.60 
Discount price includes postage. Virginia 

Guide to Herbs 
residents add 4 % sales tax. 

o Water lilies $16.50 Mail J,: Deborah Harpster 
0 Landscape Plants in $53.55 American Horticultural Society 

Design- A Photographic P.O. Box 0105 
Guide Moul'lt Vernon, Virginia 22121 

o Hillier's Manual of Trees $18.35 
and Shrubs Ship to: 

o Are Pesticides Really $6.70 
Necessary? Street: 

o The New Pesticide User's $18.00 
Guide City : 

o The Ortho Problem $135.00 
Solver State: Zip: 
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JASMINES CONT'D from page 23 

come in the summer. It is unique for its 
fuzzy foliage and yellow hairs on the blos
som calyxes. 

J. nudiflorum, winter jasmine, is the har
diest of the jasmines, blooming in winter 
or spring as far north as U.S.D.A. Zone 6. 
It is a deciduous shrub with scentless yel
low flowers borne along the previous year's 
branches, forsythia-style. 

J. floridum is a summer-blooming jas
mine whose golden-yellow flowers are 
massed in terminaf clusters. Both it and 
J. humile are frost tolerant and hardy to 
U.S.D.A. Zone 7. J. mesnyi is also frost 
tolerant but is a bit more tender. It is listed 
as hardy to U.S.D.A. Zone 8. 

Jasmine is used as a common name for 
a host of unrelated plants that are loosely 
strung together by the common attributes 
of sweet scent and starry, tubular flowers. 
Some of these, like the Caroline jasmine 
(Gelsemium sempervirens), are favorite 
vines in the milder climate zones. 

The Confederate or star jasmine, Trach
elospermum jasminoides, a darling of the 
South, is a remarkably handsome vining 
shrub. Its glossy, leathery, opposite leaves 
look like those of Vinca minor. Early in 
the year when it is in bloom, it is a cloud 
of tiny pinwheels, each a marvel of detail. 
Baking in the sun brings out their vanilla 
fragrance. It is an accommodating tub plant 
in the North, easy to train as a small shrub. 

If botanists classified plants according 
to the odor of their flowers (which, for
tunately, they do not), the night jasmine, 
Cestrum nocturnum, might have fallen into 
the milkweed family. Actually, it is in the 
Solanaceae or nightshade family. Its scent
like that of Hoya and milkweed blos
soms-is very sweet and penetrating. From 
dusk to dawn a wave of fragrance issues 
from minute, greenish, long-necked blooms 
pinned around arching wands of large, plain 
leaves. The family tie to Nicotiana, flow
ering tobacco, suggests itself, on second 
sniff. 

We could stretch our verbal visits to in
clude several other casual members of the 
jasmine community: crape jasmine, Ta
bernaemontana divaricata (formerly Er
vatamia coronaria ), with its waxy creped 
blossoms resembling miniature gardenias; 
Chilean jasmine, Mandevilla lax a (for
merly M. suaveolens ), with its cascades of 
silver-white, periwinkle-shaped blooms; 
Madagascar jasmine, Stephanotis flori
bunda, producer of those classic, waxy star 
clusters found in bridal bouquets; orange 
jasmine, Murraya paniculata (formerly M. 
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Jasminum volubile (formerly). gracile), angelwing or royal jasmine, is a popular pot plant. 

exotica), with its handsome, lustrous leaves 
and beautifully fragrant white flowers; or 
even the cape jasmine, a common name 
for Gardenia. To do so would be to cope 
with an interminable list and to stray among 
"jasmines" with more demanding cultural 
requirements. 

A green thumb is not required to grow 
jasmines. Their tolerance of neglect lies on 
a scale midway between a snake plant and 
a gardenia. The basic threats to the life of 
these durable plants are freezing, drying 
out and soggy soil. Low temperatures are 
most felt by plants growing in containers, 
so bring your jasmines indoors ahead of 
the first autumn frost in your locality. 
Winter quarters need not be a greenhouse. 
A sunny porch or plant room will do. Jas
mines also will winter happily in a south 
or west window of the house away from 
stoves, radiators or heat registers. Jasmines 
can never be fully housebroken. Although 
they resent constant "room temperature," 
they will survive it. However, you may 
have to snip off soft, forced growth, and 
the older leaves may succumb to mites. 
Syringing the leaves with water and keep
ing a crack of fresh air on mild, sunny days 
will help bridge the cultural gap between 
the fall sheltering and spring re-entry to 

the great outdoors, where-like humans 

at that time of year~they itch to be. 
These plants prefer a loamy, well-drained 

soil with a neutral pH. For growing th(;\m 
in pots, mix two parts loam, two parts peat 
moss, one part compost, humus or com
posted cow manure and enough sand, per
lite or vermiculite to insure adequate 
drainage. Then add bonemeal at the rate 
of a five-inch potful to a bushel of soil. 

If a plant seems clearly too large for its 
container and it has been two years or 
more since it was potted, the plant will 
benefit from a move to a container about 
three inches wider than its present one. 
Springtime moves are best. Water heavily 
after repotting. During the plant's active 
seasons, normally spring and summer, water 
until there is a slight drip from the bottom 
of the pot each time the top of the soil 
begins to dry. Apply less water when the 
plant is resting. Do not fertilize a plant 
that is not growing actively, or one that 
has recently been repotted. Wait two 
months after repotting or until the roots 
begin to crowd the container. Then feed 
at two-week intervals with a liquid food 
such as fish emulsion, using half the rec
ommended amount of concentrate in the 
water. Jasmines are not heavy feeders. Stop 
feeding any jasmine that is not busy mak
ing new leaves or flower buds. 



To keep your jasmine as a manageable 
container plant rather than a climber, cut 
it back at least halfway in late winter or 
earliest spring, as you would prune roses. 
Remove weak stems and any that appear 
to be excessive or in the wrong place, cut
ting all the way back to older wood. This 
is the time to shape the plant to suit your 
style. If you have an eye for bonsai, you 
may train it in that manner. Never cut any 
stems during active growth because you 
will delay or forfeit flowers. Ease up on 
the shears with non-climbers like J. vo/
ubile. For the winter and spring bloomers 
such as J. mesnyi, postpone the trimming 
until after the show. Springtime cuttings 
of one-year-old stems, taken before new 
growth begins, stand a good chance of 
rooting, provided they are kept moist and 
shaded. Expect a one-out-of-three take. 

The tender jasmines, such as J. sambac 
and J. polyanthum, are winter-hardy only 
in U.S.D.A. Zone 10 and protected areas 
of U.S.D.A. Zone 9, where they can be 
grown against a wall or trellis or used as 
a ground cover. To sunbelt gardeners, 
however, "outdoor jasmine" usually means 
star jasmine (Trachelospermum jasmi
noides), night jasmine (Cestrum noc
turnum) or Carolina jasmine (Gelsemium 
sempervirens), all of which are tolerant of 
frost. These are easily grown without spe
cial requirements. They will probably re
quire an occasional pruning to keep them 
within bounds. The tops of Cestrum may 
be nipped by the cold, but they are root
hardy in the South and will come back in 
the spring. Jasmines growing in the ground 
thrive in ordinary garden soil, moderate 
moisture and ample sunshine. 

From spring to fall, potted jasmines 
should be outside, in the sun, perhaps 
shaded from the intense afternoon sunlight 
of midsummer. Those in clay pots may be 
sunk to the rim in a flower border, where 
the summer bloomers will add their fra
grant stars. Place them where they may be 
smelled as well as seen. To me, a tub of 
jasmine is as much in place on a patio in 
North Dakota as on a terrace of an Italian 
villa. 

A jasmine, even in floral climax, may 
not stop traffic, but for those who manage 
to get off life's speedways this genial plant 
gives a quiet call to pause and dream. 6 

Anthony De Blasi is a free-lance writer and 
photogtapher living in West Newfield, Maine. 
Other articles he has written for American 
Horticulturist include "Camellias in 
Containers" and "Japanese Tree Peonies." 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
The accent, or emphasis, fall s on the syllable 
that appears in capital letters. The vowels 
that you see standing alone are pronoun ced 
as follows: 
i-short sound ; sounds like i in " hit" 
o-Iong sound ; sounds like 0 in "snow" 
a-long sound ; sounds like a in " hay" . 

Acer rubrum A Y-ser REW-brum 
Alchemilla vulgaris 

al-che-MILL-ah vul-GA Y-riss 
Aliciella AL-iss-ee-ell-ah 
Alyssum saxatile 

ah-LISS-um sacks-ah -TILL-ee 
AquiJegia canadensis 

ak-qui -LEE-jee-ah can-ah-DEN-sis 
Athyrium goeringiantlm 

ah-THIGH-ree-um gair-rinj -ee-A Y-num 
Aurinia saxatilis 

aw-RIN-ee-ah sacks-ah-TILL-iss 
Buxus microphylla var. japonica 

BUCK-sus my-kro-FILL-ah ja-PON-i-ka 
B. microphylla var. koreana 

b. my-kro-FILL-ah kore-ee-A Y-n a 
B. sempervirens b. sem-per-VEER-enz 
Caragana arborescens forma lorbergii 

kar-a-jan-ah ar-bor-ESS-ens 
lor-BERG-ee-eye 

Cestrum nocturnum 
SESS-trum nock-TURN-um 

Coreopsis verticillata 
kor-ee-OP-sis ver-tis-ill-A Y -ta 

Dicentra spectabilis 
dy-SEN-tra speck-TAB-i-Iis 

Douglasia vitaliana 
DUG-Ius-ee-ah vy-tal-ee-A Y-na 

Draba rigida DRAB-ah RIDGE-i-da 
Eastwoodia east-WOOD-ee-ah 
Ervatamia coronaria 

er-va-TAME-ee-ah cor-o-NAIR-ee-ah 
Galium mollugo GAY-lee-urn mol-LU-go 
Gardenia gar-DEEN-ee-ah/gar-DEEN-ya 
Gelsemium sempervirens 

jel-SEM-ee-um sem-per-VEER-enz 
Geranium jer-A Y-nee-um 
Geum pentapetalum 

JEE-um pent-a-PET-al-um 
Gypsophila jyp-SOF-i-Ia 
Haberlea rhodopensis 

ha-ber-LEE-ah rho-do-PEN-sis 
Hoya HOY-ah 
Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris 

hy-DRAN-gee-ah ah-NOM-ah-Ia 
pet-ee-o-LAIR-iss 

Iris EYE-ris 
Jasminum floridum 

jazz-MY-num FLOOR-i-dum 
J. gracile j. gra-CIL-ee 
J. humile j. hew-MIL-ee 
J. mesnyi j. MES-nee-eye 
J. multiflorum j. mul-ti-FLOR-um 
J. nudiflorum j. new-di-FLOR-um 
J. officinale j. o-fiss-i-NAL-ee 

j. polyanthum j. po-Iee-AN-thum 
j. pubescens j. pew-BES-enz 
J. rex j. rex 
J. sambac j. SAM-back 
J. volubile j. vo-LOOB-i-Iee 
Lewisia cotyledon 

LOU-iss-ee-ah ka-ty-LEE-don 
Lilium speciosum 

LIL-ee-um spee-see-O-sum 
Mandevilla laxa 

man-de-VILL-ah LACKS-ah 
M. suaveolens m. su-av-ee-O-Jenz 
Murraya exotica MURR-a-ya ex-OT-i-ka 
M. paniculata m. pan-ick-yew-LA Y-ta 
Nicotiana ni-ko-ti-A Y-na 
Nyssa aquatica NISS-ah ah-QUAT-i-ka 
N. ogeche n. o-JEE-kee 
N . sylvatica var. biflora 

n. sil -VAT-i-ka bi-FLOR-ah 
Opuntia o-PUN-tee-ah 
Pachysandra procumbens 

pak-i-SAN-dra pro-KUM-benz 
P. termina/is p. ter-min-A Y-liss 
Phaseo/us coccineus 

phase-ee-O-Ius kok-SIN-ee-us 
Pieris pee-AIR-iss 
Prunus serotina PRUNE-us ser-o-TEE-na 
Ribes odoratum R Y -beez o-door-A Y -tum 
Rosularia paniculata 

ross-you-LAR-ee-ah pan-ick-yew-LA Y-ta 
Ruscus RUSS-kuss 
Salix SAY-licks 
Salvia haematodes 

SAL-vee-ah he-ma-TOE-deez 
S. pratensis s. pray-TEN-sis 
Sarcococca hookerana 

sar-ko-KOKE-ah hook-er-A Y-nah 
S. hookerana var. humilis 

s. hook-er-A Y-nah HEW-mil-iss 
S. ruscifolia s. russ-ci-FOL-ee-ah 
S. saligna s. sal-LIG-na 
Sarracenia purpurea 

sare-ah-SEN-ee-ah poor-poor-E-ah 
Simmondsia californica 

sim-MOND-see-ah kal-i-FORN-i-ka 
S. chinensis s. chi-NEN-sis 
Stephanotis floribunda 

stef-ah-NO-tiss f1or-i-BUN-da 
Tabernaemontana divaricata 

tab-er-nee-mon-TAN-ah dy-vair-i-KA Y-ta 
Tilia americana 

TILL-ee-ah a-mer-i-KAN-ah 
Trachelospermum jasminoides 

tray-kell-o-SPER-mum jazz-min-o-EYE-deez 
Viburnum carlesii 

vy-BUR-num KARLS-ee-eye 
Vinca minor VIN-ka MY-nor 
Vitaliana primulaeflora 

vy-tal-ee-A Y-na prim-you-Iee-FLOR-ah 
Xerophyllum asphodeloides 

ze-ro-FILL-um as-fo-DEL-o-eye-deez 
Yucca glauca YUCK-ah GLA W-ca 
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One of the most important decisions 
a gardener can make is to build a 
wall. Perhaps no single design fea

ture lends as much immediate substance 
and sense of permanency to a garden. 
Though certainly more transitory than a 
well-built brick or stone wall, a fence serves 
similar functions by defining spaces and 
creating a sense of intimacy and "place." 

Both types of structures can provide 
supports for climbing plants such as roses, 
or serve as backgrounds for herbaceous 
plants or shrubs. They can substantially 
increase growing area in cramped urban 
spaces. Properly placed, walls and fences 
also provide wind protection for plants 
and people. Improperly placed, they can 
create wind funnels. 

South-facing walls offer plant protec
tion, but in some cases they can create 
searing climatic extremes only favorable 
to a select group. Walls also will retain 
soil, keep animals in or out and may give 
the gardener a chance to grow the mag
nificent climbing hydrangea, Hydrangea 
anomala subsp. petiolaris. 

For whatever reason a wall or fence is 
built, it needn't appear as a utilitarian af
terthought imposed on the landscape. 
Whether used to mark the transition from 
one area to the next or simply to enclose 
a -vegetable garden, walls and fences can 
help create a permanent garden framework. 

Enclosures provide privacy from neigh
bors, shield unsightly views and allow the 
eye to pause as it travels between one area 
and the next, particularly valuable when 
there is a transition of mood or style. 
From formal to informal (or vice versa), 
walls and fences allow, even seem to en
courage, entirely different design themes 
to be developed. 

In a recent design project of mine, a 
barely defined and seldom used yard just 
outside the back door of an imposing 
country house will become, with the ad
dition of plantings, a blue stone terrace 
and a low brick wall-a successful tran
sition area to a wildflower meadow be
yond. 
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The perimeter of the terrace is planted 
with sprawling mounds of lady's-mantle, 
(Alchemilla vulgaris ), a succession of yel
low and white-gold Iris that echo butter
cups in the field, blue and white campa
nulas, the lavender-blue spikes of meadow 
clary (Salvia pratensis, formerly S. hae
matodes ) and billowing mounds of baby's
breath (Gypsophila ), reflecting the field's 
own white bedstraw (Galium mollugo). 
The terrace will become a wonderfully in
viting place to congregate for iced tea on 
summer afternoons. 

The 31/2-foot brick wall dividing the ter
race from the meadow beyond will further 
the sense of "space" where none had ex
isted-a successful division that also serves 
to unify one area of the landscape with 
another. A space through the center of the 
wall leads along a path mown in tall 
meadow grass to a small orchard of gnarled 
apple trees, a focal point that draws glances 
and people, especially in spring and au
tumn. In winter, the branching of the apple 
trees and the broad line of the wall become 
a pleasing architectural framework for an 
otherwise bare garden. 

Used to frame a view, a wall or fence 
can emphasize a particular landscape fea
ture or, by partially obscuring sight lines, 
act as a kind of veil, increasing the elu
siveness and desirability of the scene be
yond. Peering through, over and around 
fences, enticed around corners and along 
walls in a lively search for an end (or a 
beginning), we are pleasantly, almost un
wittingly, led through the landscape. 

Whatever a fence or wall's purpose and 
placement, some thought should be given 
to fitting the structure in with the char
acter, scale and period of surrounding ar
chitecture, existing (or proposed) plant
ings or nearby walls. If your house is 
Victorian, Federal, Colonial or anyone of 
many other eras or styl€s, you might con
sider appropriate period fences in keeping 
with the scale of your house and grounds. 
In this union of style, also consider the 
effect or "mood" you wish to create. 

A simple, yet successful illustration of 
style and appropriateness is a white picket 
fence around a tiny house in urban Cam
bridge, Massachusetts. In an equally di
minutive yard set right against the side
walk, violas, bleeding-heart (Dicentra 
spectabilis) , various cranesbills-Gera
nium sp., among them 'johnson's Blue'
daylilies and other cottage-type flowers spill 
over each other. With the resulting partial 
view through alternating fence pickets, 
passersby can see the flowers, and sunlight 
isn't blocked; yet, with the density of plant 
growth, the owners still have the sense of 
a very quiet and private space. A 12-foot 
woven sapling fence or cedar posts would 
have created complete privacy here, but 
the resulting feeling of confinement would 
have been extreme, never mind the lost 
view from the house through the garden 
to surrounding trees. In this instance, the 
obvious solution was also the most appropri
ate and pleasing for everyone concerned. 

o 
-Margaret Hensel 

Margaret Hensel is a landsGape designer and 
garden writer living in Massachusetts. 
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FAR LEFT: An inviting view beckons beyond 
the wall of the Japanese garden at Naumkeag 
in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. ABOVE: 
Rough-cut boulders form a unique wall at 
Biltmore House in Asheville, North Carolina. 
LEFT: A white picket fence enclosing a ciry 
garden. 
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GARDENER'S v I PlACE 
CLASSIFIED AD RATES: 
50~ per word; $10.00 minimum per insertion. 10% 
discount for three consecutive insertions using same 
copy. Copy must be received two months prior to 
publication date. Send orders to the attention of Cindy 
Weakland, American Horticultural Society, Mount 
Vernon, Virginia 22121. Or call (703) 768-5700. 

THE AVANT GARDENER 
" DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO 
READ-for the gardener who wants to get more 
out of gardening!" Subscribe to THE AVANT 
GARDENER, the most useful, most quoted of 
all gardening publications. Every month this 
unique news service briBgs you the newest and 
most practical on-going gardening informa
tion-new plants, products, techniques, with 
sources for every item, plus feature articles, spe
cial issues. Now in its 14th year. Awarded the 
Garden Club of America Medal for outstanding 
achievement in horticulture. Special to new sub
scribers, $10 for a full year. Sample copy $1. 
THE AVANT GARDENER, Box 489M, New 
York, NY 10028. 

AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS 
LANDSCAPE SIZE AZALEAS: "Select, Don't 
Settle!"-Exbury, Windsor, Robin Hill, North 
Tisbury, Glenn Dale, Gable, Natives, and FRA
GRANT YELLOWS. Mailorder Catalog $2.00 
(deductible). CARLSON'S GARDENS, Box 305-
HC57, South Salem, NY 10590. 

BAMBOO-AUREA-SULCHEA 
Beautiful , hardy specimens. No delivery . J. 
NICHOLSON, 7207 Bellona Avenue, Balti
more, MD 21212 (3 01 ) 377-7480. 

BONSAI 
BONSAI PLANTS, Indoor and Outdoor, Pots, 
Tools, Books, Catalog "AH." BONSAI FARM, 
PO Box 427, Lavernia, TX 78121. 

BOOK SEARCH SERVICE 
Send your list of wanted gardening books. I'll 
try to find them. No obligation. (Out-of-print, 
hard-to-find, antiquarian .) EDWARD F. SMI
LEY, BOOKSELLER, RFD 5, 43 Liberty Hill 
Road, Bedford, NH 03102. 

BOOKS 
Just released in 1983! GREENHOUSE MAN
AGEMENT-SECOND EDITION by Robert W. 
Langhans, Cornell University Floriculture Pro
fessor for 25 years. Valuable information on 
summer cooling, winter heating and ventilation. 
Benches, containers, fertilizers, watering, pest 
control and supplementary lighting are also dis
cussed. 270 pages with over 100 illustrations. 
Send $21.00 postpaid to HALCYON PRESS 
OF ITHACA, 111 Halcyon Hill Road, Ithaca, 
NY 14850. 
GARDENING BOOKS : New and out-of-print 
titles; many British imports ; large selection in 
areas includin~ga.rden history, garden design, 
roses, rock gardening, herbaceous plants, bulbs, 
trees, shru bs, vines, ground covers, etc. Send 
$1.00 for catalogs. WARREN BORDERICK, 
695 4th Avenue (PO Box 124), Lansingburg, 
NY 12182. 
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Reach the single most 
devoted group of gar
deners in the country by 
advertising in our classi
fied section 

Classified Ad Rates: 
50¢ per word; $10.00 
minimum per insertion 

DRIED FLOWERS SO NATURAL THEY 
LOOK FRESH! Show & Tell Books: "STEP BY 
STEP BOOK OF PRESERVED FLOWERS," 3rd. 
Ed. 48 pg. includes Microwave and 3 other drying 
methods for 100 flowers, $2.95. "STEP BY STEP 
BOOK OF DRIED BOUQUETS" 2nd Ed. 136 
pg.; Williamsburg, Modern, Centerpieces---over 
285 photos, color & black and white, $8.95. 
Add $1.00 shipping or both books $12.90 ppd. 
FREE newsletter, send stamp. ROBERTA 
MOFFITT, Box 3597, Wilmington, DE 19807. 
Horticultural and Botanical Books Bought and 
Sold. Current Sale Catalogue, over 1,000 Titles, 
$1.00. POMONA BOOKS, Rockton, Ontario, 
Canad~ LOR IXO. 
EXOTICA 4, enlarged to 16,300 photos, by Dr. 
A.B. Graf; 2,590 pages in 2 volumes, $175. 
TROPICA-7,000 color photos of exotic plants 
and trees, $115. EXOTIC PLANT MANUAL-
4,200 photos, $37.50. EXOTIC HOUSE 
PLANTS-l,200 photos, $8.95. Circulars gladly 
sent. ROEHRS, Box 125, E. Rutherford, NJ 
07073. 

BRITISH TEAK GARDEN SEATS 
Solid Teakwood Garden Seats-featured in the 
aboretums & gardens of England. The perfect 
heirloom gift for church, park or private garden'. 
Send $1.00 (deductible) for color catalogue and 
current price list. COUNTRY CASUAL, 17317 
Germantown Road, Germantown, MD 20874. 
(3 01 ) 428-3434. 

BROMELIADS 
DECORATIVE BROMELIADS at reasonable 
prices. 21 page DESCRIPTIVE LIST $1.50. Also 
80 page booklet BROMELIADS FOR MOD
ERN LIVING with 135 color photos, $5 .00 
for both. THE BROMELIAD TREASURY, 639 
Bend Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. 

BULBS 
Oxalis Rubra (from Brazil) Good pot plant. 
3 tubers $6 .50 postpaid with instructions. 
Rare Bulb List $1.00 deductible with order. 
WILLETTS, POB 446 Fremont, CA 94536. 

THE BUSINESS OF HERBS 
THE BU$INESS OF HERBS is the only news
letter in the U.S. catering to herb business needs. 
Trade news, marketing, techniques, suppliers, 
resources. For sample copy send $1.00. PO Box 
559, Madison, VA 22727. 

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 
Cactus Wholesale-Special Price $25.00. 100 
blooming size. DESERT PLANT CO. Price list 
FREE. P.O. Box 880, Marfa, TX 79843. 
"CATALOG OF UNUSUAL SUCCULENTS" 
Discover the largest selection of weird and un
usual succulents-over 150 photographs of suc
culent crests, variegates, living stones, and odd
balls. Send $1.00 today. " CATALOG OF 
UNUSUAL SUCCULENTS" Dept. A10, 553 
Buena Creek Road, San Marcos, CA 92069. 
EPIPHYLLUMS (ORCHID CACTUS), Rhip
salis, Rattail Cacti, Hoyas, Christmas/Easter 
cactus. Hundreds available in our full color 37-
page plantlbookshop catalogs. Only $1.00 (de
ductible): RAlNBOW GARDENS, Box 721-AH, 
La Habra, CA 90631. NOTE: We specialize in 
cactus books (115 new), Ferns, Bromeliads, Be
gonias and Iris books. 

CARNIVOROUS PLANTS 
Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and 
supplies. Book, The World of Carnivorous Plants, 
$6.95 postpaid. Illustrated catalog 25 ¢, PETER 
PAULS NURSERIES, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 

CATALOGS 
"FREE CATALOGUE" ... LOWEST PRICES 
EVER-TOP QUALITY SUPPLIES . .. Plastic 
pots, hanging baskets and much more. SAVE! 
PLANT COLLECTIBLES, 103E Kenview Av
enue, Buffalo, NY 14217. 

CLOTIlING 
LEE Jeans. Factory outlet work clothes, shoes. 
Bargains on new shirts (low as $5.95), jackets, 
boots, gloves, coveralls. Send $1 for catalog. 
SARA GLOVE COMPANY, 16 Cherry Ave., 
Dept. C-131, Waterbury, CT 06704. 

COMPOST BAGS 
'POST HASTE composting bags let you have 
useable compost in two weeks. Made from 
DuPont's "Tyvek," 'POST HASTE bags hold 
in heat but let air circulate and excess moisture 
escape. 1 bag, $2.95; 5 bags, $9.95; 10 for 
$17.95, from FORENCO, Dept. A, PO Box 
9088, Wilmington, DE 19809. 

DWARF CONIFERS 
Over 170 types of dwarf conifers described by 
size, shape, color and texture. Many types suit
able for Bonsai. 50 page catalog $1.00 (refund
able). Botanic Plant List FREE. WASHING
TON EVERGREEN NURSERY, Box 388AH, 
Leicester, NC 28748 . (704) 683-4518. 



FLOWER ARRANGING SUPPLIES 
Carefully selected supplies, equipment and ac
cessories fo r flower arra nging, corsages, house
plants. Illustra ted catalog 25¢.. Retailers use let
terhead. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, GM1, 
Greeley, PA 18425-9799. 

FREE CATALOG. Flower arranging supplies. 
Low prices. Wide selection tools, wire, foams, 
frogs, vases, drieds. FLOWER DESIGNER'S 
BENCH, Box 839 AH, Auburn, NY 13021. 

FLOWER NEWSLElTER 
Attention Flower Lovers! Fina ll y th ere is a 
newsletter fo r you. Sunny O'Neil 's Flowerletter 
is for all who are interested in the floral arts. 
Published quarterly by the FLOWER PRESS, 
PO Box 137, Glen Echo, MD 20812. $10.00 a 
year. Order Now ! 

FOR GARDENERS WHO COOK 
And cooks who garden. THE FOOD ENTHU
SIAST NEWSLETTER is an unapologetically 
upsca le recipe monthly. Innova tive, seasonal 
cuisine, emphasis on cooking wi th herbs, fresh 
food. By a professional chef and a professional 
writer, both passionate gardeners. An ideal gift. 
Charter subscription special $29./year. Addi
tional subscriptions ordered at same time, $25 ./ 
year. THE FOOD ENTHUSIAST NEWSLET
TER. Box 205, AH, Birmingham, MI 48012. 
Check with order, please. 

FOR LEASE OR RENT 
High tech, 21,500' vegetable greenhouse; 30,000' 
greenhouse with benches and energy efficient 
CO-RA Y-VAC heating system. Experienced and 
student labor force available. 1600 ' office; 1600' 
warehouse. Located in SE Auburn, Washington, 
V. m. off State Highway 164. (206) 481-7171 
ext. 211 or 315. 

FRAGRANCE 
SEEDS FOR FRAGRANCE, herbs, and th e 
English Flower Garden. Catalogue $1. THE 
FRAGRANT PATH, Box 328, Fort Calhoun, 
NE 68023. 

GARDEN IMPROVEMENT 
* * A * * 

TWO FREE REPORTS: "Grow a Better Gar
den! " and "How to Make Faster Compost! " 
. .. LIfESCI, PO Box 276AB, Waldwick, NJ 
07463 . 

GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 
COMPLETE MIST PROPAGATION SYS
TEMS. Get phenom(;!nal propagation results
Greater financial yield! Unequalled- inexpen
sive- FREE BROCHURE. AQUAMONITOR, 
Box 327-B !=Iuntington, NY 11743. 

GREENHOUSE GROWING 
Ha·rd-to-find hobby, greenlw use equipment and 
supplit:ls. Unique Catalog. $2.00, refundable. 
CHARLEY' S GREENHOUSE, 12815-AH 
Northeast 124th Stre<:t, Kirkland, WA 98033 . 

GREENHOUSES 
8 ft (L), 4V2 ft (W), 6V2 ft (H), $69.95 . Larger 
m0del available. FREE information. Write : 
SOLARLITE GREENHOUSE, 6938B Foothill 
Blvd. Tujunga, CA 91042. 

FOR GARDEN-TYPE PEOPLE 
Famous SWISS pruners. English Thalched Bird Houses. 
Danish Dibbles. German Garden Tools. Iowan Digger 
Trowels. even British snail bal l holder s. and mUCh. much 
more If you are a keen Gardener. my new 48 page ca ta
log IS well worth 50 ". Send check. COin, even stamps to 

WALT NICKE, Box 667 A, Hudson, NY 12534 

TRE E PEON I ES 
CHINESE CONQUEST 

Blue and green flowers plus many unusual specimens from 
Chinese dynasties never seen before. Send $2.00 for Chinese 
catalog and new 1983-1 984 all other peonies catalog-credited 
on first order. Also AMARYLLIS catalog. 

SMIRNOW and SON 
Route #1. Huntington, NY 11743 

Britis h Garde ning Books 
are a spec ia lty o f the Britis h Book So urce. 
a mail order boo kstore for current non-
fi c tion British books. Send $ 1 fo r annotated 
list. c redited to first o rder. 

British Book Source 
38 W. 76th St., Suite 1 , New York, NY 10023 

Pulling Up Roots? 

Keep your move t rauma-free ! Send us 
your new address so that you w on't 

miss any copies of American Horticul-
turist. Please notify us six w eeks be-
fore you move. 

Old Address: 
Tape your old mailing label here or write in your, 

Name 

Address 

City State ___ Zip 

New Address: 

Name 

Address 

City State ___ Zip 

My new address w ill be effective on the follow-
,ing date, 

Please retum this form to, Janet McGuire, AHS, 
P.O. Box 0105, Mount Vemon, VA 22121 

SPECIAL OFFER 
For a Limited Time Only 

BEGONIAS 
The 

Complete Reference Guide 
by M.L. and E.J. Thompson 

9" x 12" 384 pages Over 2450 varieties 
Over 850 illustrat ions t 65 in color 

B eginner & A d van ced G rower s 

History Illustrated with old 
botani cal and hort icultural pri nts. 

Classification Facts and 
characteristi cs of the 8 groups of 
begonias ... over 2450 species and 
cultivars. 
Cu lture Specia l needs of the 8 
groups with many step-by· step 
pi c tures for potti ng, mixes, staking , 
pruning, fertilizing , spraying , 
propagati ng. 

SReci a l Tech n i ~ues For hanging 
containers, natu ra listic growing, 
hybridizing , terrariu ms, and the 
different growing environ ments: 
window garden , fl uorescent light 
garder\ outdoor garden and 
greenhouse. 

All books shipped UPS or First Class Mail 
within 2 days after receipt of order. 

$25.00 
Oacket price $37.50) 

Mail to: The Thompsons 
Subsidiary of Millie Thompson . Int: . 

P.O. Drawer PP 
Southampton, NY 11968 

Please send an autographe d copy of 
BEGONIAS for me. I understand that the 
p rice of $25.00 (Jac~t Price $37.50) in
cludes shipping charges. 

Name ____________ __ 

Address ___ _______ _ _ 

State Zip 
o Check or money order enclosed. 
o Charge to __ Visa or __ MasterCard 

Number Expiration date _ _ 

I J I I I I I I I I I I 

Signature 
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GARDENER'S MARKETPLACE CONT'D 

HARPER HORTICULTURAL SLIDE 
LIBRARY (PAMELA HARPER). 
We supply many of the pictures in American 
Horticulturist. Over 50,000 slides of plants and 
gardens available. Duplicates $2.00. Lecture sets 
on many topics $25.00 rental. 1983 catalogue 
$1.50.219 Robanna Shores, Seaford, VA 23696 
(804-898-6453). 

HORTICULTURAL GIFTS 
"HORTICULTURAL TREASURES"-A stun
ning catalog collection of juried gifts for men 
and women who garden. Specialty hand tools, 
solid teak British garden seats, Colonial sryle 
oak hayforks, traditional egg baskets, pot pourri 
cottages, antique: doll sawdust ornamems, gold 
floral jewlety-pins, tie tacks, cuff links, floral 
scr€enprints, guill art florals, lace impressed 
stoneware wall basket filled with a Williams
burg style floral bouquet, and more. Free cat
alog-Countty Casual "Horticultural Treas
ures," 17317 Germantown Rd., Germantown, 
MD 20874. (301) 428-3434. 

HOSTAS 
Specializing in the classic varieties: Catalog 50¢. 
HOMESTEAD DIVISION of SUNNYBROOK 
FARMS NURSERY (Plant specialists since 1928), 
9448 Mayfield Rd., Chesterland, OB 44026. 

Also peonies, daylilies and Japanese Iris. FREE 
Catalog! CAPRICE FARM NURSERY, 15425 
SW Pleasant Hill Rd. , Sherwood, OR 97140. 

HOUSE PLANT ACCESSORIES AND 
SUPPLIES 

.~======~-=~-----------

Se:nd legal siztl stamped €nvelope for catalog. 
FLORA AD ASTRA, Route 1, Box 333-A-2, 
Monticello, GA 31064. 

HOUSE PLANTS 
ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI 
& SUCCULENTS. Visitors welcome. 1982-83 
Catalog $1.25. LAURAY OF SALISEURY, Rt. 
41 (Undermountain Rd.), Salisbury, cr 06068 
(203) 435-2263. 
RAREST PLANTS EXCLUSIVELY; otherwise 
commercially unavailable, 180 succulents, SO 
cycads, 70 Bamboo, 150 Sansevierias, :WO Hoyas, 
250 varitlgates, 80 palms, exotic foliage, shrubs, 
trees, books. Catalog and newsletters, $4. 
ENDANGERED SPECIES, 12571(A) Redhill , 
Tustin, CA 92680. 

HOYA SPECIAL 
What's a Hoya? Send $1.00 for descriptive list. 
Limited Hoya introductory offer. 3 each dif
ferent Hoya plants for $14.95 postpaid, guar
anteed! SAN LUIS GARDENS, 4816 Bridge
creek, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 

Bring the Joys of Your Spring Garden Indoors 
with new prints by Nima Hunter 

Tulipa Gesmeriana and Amaryllis Pallida are two of the six images in 
our Spring portfolio. These 8¥2 x lI" lithographs are printed fmm 
entirely hand-drawn color separations on fine aCid-free paper. Th~y 
are not photomechanical reproductions. 
Introductory offer: $8 per print or $38 for the portfolio of six. Send 
now for a free color catalog! 

Nima Hunter Inc. 318 LeXington Avenue. NY NY 10016 
(212) 532-0628 
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JASMINES 
JASMINE SEED, and other rare seeds. Inform
ative, illustrative 112 page catalog $1.00. 
WORLD SEED SERVICE, Box 10S8-AT, Red
wood City, CA 94064. 

Grand Duke, sambac or revohatum jasmine 3 
for $4.00. Pinwheel, 3 fOF $5.00 postpaid. Other 
plants called jasmine. List 25¢. Mrs. R.C. Welsh, 
Route 3, Box 1700, Madison, FL 32340. 

MAPLES 
MATSU-MOMIJI NURSERY-rare and un
usual maples and pine. Descriptive catalog ($1 
refundable) now featuring older plant material. 
PO Box 11414, Philadelphia, PA 19111 (215) 
722-6286. 

MINIATURE ROSES 
Choice: windowsill plant! Blooms constantly! 
(Over 300 varieties) guaranteed safe delivery
year 'round. Canada, U.S.A. Collector's cata
logue $1.00. Send Today! MINIATURE PLANT 
WORLD, Box 7A, Sardis, B.C., Canada, VOX 
lYO. 

NURSERY STOCK BY MAIL 
ANTIQUE APPLES, NUTS, PEARS cold and 
drought hardy trees and shmbs for food, fe:ed, 
windbreaks, wildlife, rootstocks. Retail and 
wholesale. SASE for catalog. BEAR CREEK 
FARMS, Box 411-A, Northport, WA 99157. 

ORCHIDS 
ORCHIDS! ORCHIDS! ORCHIDS! Brome
liads, Staghorn Ferns, Books, Peters Ftlrtilizer, 
Potting Mixes, Supplies for indoor and green
house culture. REQUEST CATALOG. FOX 
ORCHIDS, INC., 6615 West Markham, Little 
Rock, AR 72205 . 

Color catalog. Home growing instructions. 
Growers since 1888. Send $1.00 to FENNELL'S 
ORCI1ID JUNGLE, 26705 SW 157th Ave., 
Homestead, FL 33031. 

PERENNIALS 
I1ARDY PERENNIALS, herbs, wild.flowers. 
Strong plants, reasonable prices. Descriptive 
catalog $1.00. SEXTON NURSERY, 23340 
Doane Cr. Rd. AH, Sheridan, OR 97378 . 

PHALAENOPSIS (MOTH) ORCHIDS 
Blooming siz€, values to $20.00. Minimum or
der 3 plants, $9.50 each, postpaid. Catalog $1.00, 
credited on first order. GREEN VALLEY OR
CHIDS, RT 1, Box 233S, Folsom, LA 70437. 
(504) 796-5785. 

PLANT PROTECTION 
Fortify your plants now with Wintercare Plant 
Food-Plant Prot€ctant. Roses, rhQdys, hollies, 
more . .. 5 Ibs-$12.98 postpaid. Send cheGk 
to WINTERCARE HORTICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS, Inc. 16 Summit Ct. Oyster Bay, 
NY 11771. 

PLANTERS 
ATTRACTIVE, FUNCTIONAL, easily built. 
Gr€at for displaying your indoCl[ garden. For 
detailed plans, send $2.00 SASE to LEDGE
WORKS, Box 425c, Shelburne falls, MA 01370. 



PLANTS-RARE BUT AFFORDABLE 
Extensive selection: "American Natives " Out
standing Ornamentals * Uncommon Conifers 
* Wild Fruit * Hardies t Eucalyptus * Wi ldl ife 
Plants *. Affordable containerized starter-plants. 
Informative catalog-$1.50. FO RESTFARM, 
990 Tetherah, Williams, O R 97544. 

RHODODENDRONS & AZALEAS 
UNIQUE RHODODEND RONS, choice com
panion plants. New Hybrids, hardy varieties, 
over 300 different plants. Catalog $2.00 (deduct 
$4.00) TH E SWEETBRIAR, PO Box 25A, 
Woodinvi lle, WA 98072. 

RHO DODENDRONS, AZALEAS . Specia l 
plants to accent special places. Hardy classics, 
new introductions, exotic indoor Malaysian 
Vireyas, Madderiis. Also, companion trees, 
shrubs and groundcovers. Catalog $2.00 . THE 
BOVEES NURSERY, 1737 A S.W. Coronado, 
Portland, OR 97219. 

SEDUM-SEMPERVIVUM 
NEW SEDUM -SEMPERVIVUM 1983 Cata
log: 25¢; Over 100 varieties Sedum; over 350 
varieties sempervivum. Sampler collections: 
Sedum 8/$5 .95; Sempervivum 8/$5.95. Order 
both for $10.00 ppd. STANN LYMAN, AL
PINE GARDENS, Box 247AH, Da ll as, O R 
97338. 

SEEDS 
WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of quality 
rare seeds from every continent. Thousands of 
hard-to-find exotics, tropicals, houseplants, 
palms, flowers, bulbs, hardy perennia ls, trees, 
ferns, alpines, rare herbs, medicinal, edible plants. 
Hundreds of exclusives. Highly informative il
lustrated 112 page catalog $1.00. Free vegetable 
catalog, with European and O riental varieties. 
WO RLD SEED SERVICE, Box 1058-AT, Red
wood City, CA 94064. 
RARE MAPLE SEED: JAPANESE MAPLES, 
UNUSUAL SPECIES, AND SELECTED CUL
TIVARS. Small packets fo r collectors, special
ists and bonsai use. Send 20¢ for list: MAPLE
WOOD SEED COMPANY, 6219-A S.W. Dawn, 
Lake Oswego, OR 9703 4. 

TREE PROBLEMS-BOTANICAL OR 
LEGAL 
For Directory of members of the American So
ciety of Consulting Arborists-the experts in 
tree care and app raisa ls for legal matters, write : 
ASCA, 315 (AH ) Franklin Road , North Bruns
wick, NJ 08902. 

UNUSUAL INDO OR PLANTS 
Unusua l Indoor Plants. 1,800 Varieties-Be
gonias, Ferns, Geraniums, Herbs, Exotics. NEW 
1982-84 catalog with more color $2.50. 
LOGEE 'S GREENHOUSES, AH, 55 North 
Street, Danielson, CT 06239. 

-AHS Binders-

UNUSUAL PLANTS 
NEW! " PLANT OF TH E MONTH CLUB" 
Beauti ful, unusual, scarce, little-known plan ts. 
Eas il y grow n , b loo m IN D OO RS! NO W 
AVAILABLE! Large, stamped envelope, FREE 
detai ls. SUNSET, 4007 N. Elrod, Tampa, FL 
33616. 

WANTED 
Used collections of AMERICAN H O R TICUL
TUR IST, HORTICULTUR E and other botan
ical and gardening magazines . Box 674, Corte 
Madera, CA 94925. 

WINDOW GREENHOUSES 

NEW INS ULATED W IN DOW G REEN 
HOUSE fro m Lord & Burnham. Lets in light. 
Keeps out cold. Conserves energy. Grows plants, 
seeds, flowers, spices and more! Shipped coIp
pletely assembled. Nine sizes available to fi t any 
size window. White or Bronze. Priced from $361. 
Send fo r FREE Li terature. LORD & BURN
HAM, Dept. WG08 , Box 347, Irv ington, NY 
10533. 

WOODLANDERS 
RAREL Y OFFERED SOUTHEASTERN NA
T IVES, woody, herbaceous, nursery-grown. 
Many hardy northward. Also newly introduced 
exotics selected fo r Sou thern gardens. Send SASE 
fo r extensive mailorder list. WOOD LANDERS 
AH, 1128 Colleton, Ave., Aiken, SC 2980 1. 

Secret pf tlte Orient 

How does your gar
den grow? Ameri
can Horticulturist is 
not only filled with 
beautiful pictures, 
but also with help
ful gardening infor
mation. 

Dwarf Rhapis excelsa are some of 
the oldest cultivated palms in the 
world. Native to the Far East, 
they have been important con· 
tainer plants in China alld Japan 
for over three centuries. RHAPIS 
GARDENS, the largest American 
grower of these prestigious 
palms, has seven varieties for 
your selection. 

Now you can 
keep your issues of 
American Horticul
turist all in one 
place for quick, 
handy reference. 

These attractive binders will hold 18 issues. 
That's three years' worth of gardening know
how. 

Our magazine title is attractively embossed 
in gold on a rich, leatherlike green spine. Eas
ily applied gold numbers are included to help 
you add dates and volume numbers. 

Three or more binders for $6.50 each or 
$7.50 for one binder postpaid. Send your 
check to Binders, The American Horticultural 
Society, Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121 and 
we will fill your order promptly. 

Dwarf /(ltapis exec/sa 
(JrcCIIlllld Vllric,lltcd vllrictics 

KOBAN 

DARUMA 

TENZAN 

GYOKUHO 

KODARUMA 

ZUlKONISHIKI 

Send $1 for cataIogue-$S for book 

/(ltapis vardens 
P.O.D. 287 GREGORY, TEXAS 78359 (512) 643-2061 
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It lells You When to Water 
T he lower half of the Nutriponics® planter shown above 

is transparent so you can see tAe water level The roots 
grow down into the liquid and pull up water and nutri

ents as needed. You need add w ater only every week or two. 
depending on the plant Tomatoes may require more frequent 
watering when the plant is la·rge. 

Our instructioFileafiet on growing tomatoes indoors is free for 
the asking. Also we have written al'\ illustrated 52-page book on 
NUTRlPONICS which is included in eacA 0f the kits listed in the 
coupon shown below. 

The tomatoes in the above ph0to are Pixie which are sweet and 

very red, and they are larger than cherry tomatoes. They are 
growing in our attractive planter whkh makes plants grow faster 
and better. We have had similar success with all types of plants 
from African Violets to Geraniums to Sunflowers. You can also 
use Nutriponics to give your plants a head start for planting 
later outd(l)ors. 

You will be thrilled at how easy it is to grow your favorite 
plants using this new technique. We do not grow plants for sale, 
but we have hundreds of different kinds of plants growing in our 
experimental areas. Write us for more information or use the 
coupon below. 

WINDOWSILL GARDENS 
Grafton, New Hampshire 03240 

o Send Information Namp~ ______ ====~ __________________ __ 

o Send $9.9.\i kit streetL ____ ~~~ __ ~ __ ~ __________ == __ 
o Send $19.80 kit City_=~ __ Statp"-_~ ___ Zip--

Includes planter shown above. Include $2.00 for shipping 083 
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