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Honoring Horticulture's Stars 

John L. Creech, has won AHS's highest award for 1989. 

The Liberty Hyde Bailey Award 
Some 80 percent of the woody plants now gracing American 
gardens originated in Japan, estimates John L. Creech. Yet, he 
laments, most of the plant explorers who brought them here are 
unknown to the average gardener and are even being forgotten by 
the horticultural community. Creech himself, however, will not go 
unsung this year. For his explorations, which have helped to 
transform the American landscape, he will receive the American 
Horticultural Society's highest honor, the Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Medal. The winner of the Bailey medal must exemplify not mere 

Those of us who love the world of plants 
can express it any number of ways: in 
careers as plant hunters in exotic lands, 

garden columnists, or designers; as volunteers 
who teach inner city children how to raise 
tomatoes from seed; as facilitators who pull 
together funds for a botanical garden that 
thousands can enjoy; as nursery professionals 
who keep old cultivars alive and support research 
on new ones. 

One of the American Horticultural Society's 
most joyful tasks is honoring those whose 
extraordinary love of horticulture and gardening, 
and energy and creativity in its behalf, has 
enriched all our lives. The 1989 AHS awards will 
be presented July 29 at the Annual Meeting in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul. 

achievement, but both service and a pioneering spirit in the 
cause of horticulture. 

Creech, who appropriately resides on Legendary Lane in 
Hendersonville, North Carolina, is a former director of the 
National Arboretum and a worldwide plant explorer for the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). Formerly on the faculties of 
the universities of Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Maryland, he 
technically ended his career with a short stint in 1986-87 as interim 
director of the Western North Carolina Arboretum, a 430-acre 
regional arboretum that was just being developed in Bent Creek 
Experimental Forest near Asheville. 
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Joseph Harris Susan Chambliss Irvine Ralph W. Bachman 

Yet much like Liberty Hyde Bailey 
himself, Creech's dedication did not end 
with his retirement. As a member of the 
International Board for Plant Genetic 
Resources, he has helped develop germ 
plasm storage banks for conserving the 
genetic resources for U. S, ornamental and 
crop plants. This fall, he and other 
international board members signed an 
agreement to help China launch a 
similar effort. 

Born in a farm community in Rhode 
Island, he received his bachelor's degree in 
horticulture from the University of Rhode 
Island in 1941. During World War II, as a 
prisoner of war in a German camp in 
Poland, he grew greenhouse vegetables to 
augment his fellow prisoners' diets, for 
which he was later decorated. He received 
his master's in horticulture f.rom the 
University of Massachusetts in 1947, then 
took a job with the USDA's Office of Plant 
Exploration, During his explorations of 
Japan, Nepal, the Soviet Union, and Taiwan 
he collected native ornamental trees and 
shrubs whose genetic material has helped 
strengthen plants in the United States. His 
plant introductions have included the 
'Bradford' ornamental pear, the 'Whitespire' 
birch, Osmanthus 'Gulf tide', Euonymus 
'Longwood', Juniperus 'Emerald Sea', 
Aucuba japonica var. borealis, 
Lagerstroemia fauriei, and Camellia 
lutchuensis. 

He was director of the National 
Arboretum from 1973-1980, during which 
time he helped establish the National Herb 
Garden and negotiate the presentation of 
the National Bonsai Collection from Japan 
during the bicentennial. He was president 
of the American Horticultural Society 
in 1954-56. 

The G. B. Gunlogson Award 
Joseph Harris says he majored in economics 
at Princeton University because his alma 
mater was not "with it" on horticultural 

matters, After he earned his degree and Phi 
Beta Kappa key there, and "learned to be 
highly skeptical of economic predictions," he 
felt he was still poorly informed about 
farming and growing things. He returned to 
the seed company that his grandfather 
Joseph Harris had founded in 1879 near 
Rochester, New York, "where some patient 
associates showed me how to work a hoe 
and other basics." 

Harris quickly grasped "the basics" and 
during the course of his career helped make 
substantially improved plants more widely 
available to home gardeners. AHS's 
Gunlogson award recognizes technological 
contributions to home gardening. 

After World War II, he expanded Harris 
Seed's plant breeding of both vegetables and 
flowers , and worked closely with institutions 
such as Cornell University to learn the best 
techniques for producing new cultivars. The 
Harris company was a pioneer in hybrids of 
cabbage, carrots, melons, and squash, and 
also developed new hybrids of petunias, 
snapdragons, geraniums, marigolds, and 
impatiens, During his years as its president, 
from 1949 to 1981, Harris' knowledgeable 
sales staff strove to provide the home 
gardener with better varieties and methods 
of growing vegetables and flowers. In 1967, 
he served as president of the American Seed 
Trade Association. He has also been active 
in All-America Selections, the American 
Seed Research Foundation, and the New 
York Seed Improvement Cooperative 
at Cornell. 

The Catherine H. Sweeney Award 
Susan Chambliss Irvine grew up loving the 
outdoors, and was taught by her parents, 
John A, and Margaret Sizer Chambliss, that 
people are responsible for taking care of the 
world by helping to build and recreate, 
When the community began to encroach on 
their home on Lookout Mountain, outside 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, John Chambliss 
began buying property at the base of the 



mountain, which would become the 300-acre 
Reflection Riding Arboretum and 
Wildflower Preserve. 

When Chambliss died in 1972, he 
arranged for income that he hoped would 
maintain the Riding. (The word "riding" is 
an English concept denoting an inviting 
pleasure path.) But legal complexities 
threatened the continued existence of 
Reflection Riding, and Susan Irvine took on 
the task of preserving her parents' gift for 
the next 15 years. The Sweeney award 
acknowledges such extraordinary and 
dedicated efforts in horticulture. 

First, she supported the Junior League of 
Chattanooga in establishing a regional 
environmental education center adjacent to 
the park, which as a result now serves 
10,000 annually as an outdoor classroom 
and living laboratory. More recently, she 
called for a master plan for the preservation 
and development of the land; helped to 
enlarge the board and hire a professional 
horticulturist; broadened fund-raising, 
education, and public relations activities; 
and strengthened the relationship with the 
education center. Says Irvine: "It is a source 
of great joy to me today to see the wonder 
and pleasure of the thousands of children 
who visit and study here now; the walkers 
and runners who come to exercise while 
being refreshed by the peace and beauty; 
the elderly and handicapped persons being 

. driven slowly through in cars; and the many 
other families and individuals who come for 
all the reasons that draw people to a 
beautiful place." 

The Frances Jones Poetker Award 
When Ralph W. Bachman visited Europe in 
the 1960s, he was shocked to observe that 
every European country had a much higher 
ratio of flowers per capita than the United 
States. Deciding that something had to be 
done in this country to bring more flowers to 
more people, he opened the first European 
Flower Market in a Minneapolis food 
market in 1968. It was an instant success 
that has been widely copied in similar high
traffic areas around the country. "Flowers 
and people," he reasons, "are a natural 
combination." Bachman is the 1989 winner 
of the Poetker award for contributions to the 
appreciation of creative floral designs. 

His education in gardening and marketing 
began early, with his family's truck 
gardening business outside Minneapolis. His 
grandfather, Henry Bachman Sr., started 
the business in 1885, growing vegetables 
under glass so they would be available out 
of season. In 1927, Bachman's, Inc., made 
the switch from vegetables to flowers, and 
during Ralph Bachman's school years, he 
apprenticed in almost every aspect of the 

Bob Thomson Eugene Rothert 

floral trade-gardening, truck driving, office 
work, floral designing, and marketing. After 
he returned from World War II, he helped 
establish the first branch store in Edina, 
Minnesota. In 1949 he was made president 
of the company, and in 1971 was named 
chairman of the board. 

During the 1950s he played a part in 
opening the first Dayton-Bachman Flower 
Show, which has become an annual event 
that is open free to the public. He has also 
served on many industry and community 
boards, including serving as president of 
Minneapolis Allied Florists, the Minnesota 
State Florists' Association, and Florists' 
Transworld Delivery (FTD), the multi
million-dollar, flowers-by-wire organization . 
He also served on the board of directors of 
the Society of American Florists, and along 
with other members of its Research and 
Development Committee, helped form a 
Florists' Marketing Council. He also assisted 
in developing plans to ensure financial 
support for the Ornamental Plants Section 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. In 
1975, he built an extensive garden near his 
lake home in northern Michigan, which he 
has opened to the public for 12 years. 

Communications Award 
When Bob Thomson took over as host of the 
Public Broadcasting System's "The Victory 
Garden," he had some gigantic shoes to fill. 
His predecessor, James Underwood 
Crockett, an author and accomplished 
gardener, was practically a legend in 
horticultural circles. But Thomson has now 
established himself as an authority in his 
own right: for 10 years, he has been sharing 
gardening expertise, offering timely tips and 
a look at horticultural history through tours 
of important American gardens. 

Prior to becoming a media personality, 
Thomson established a small gardening 
emporium in Danvers, Massachusetts, 17 
miles north of Boston, in 1958. Then he 
began providing advice and information on 

Lynden B. Miller 

garden-related subjects on Boston radio 
stations and developed a number of "how-to" 
brochures on gardening before he was 
invited by Boston's public television station, 
WGBH, to head the "Victory Garden" team. 
Thomson makes some 100 speaking 
appearances throughout the nation each 
year, is a director of the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society, and serves on the 
board of directors of the National Gardening 
Association. He is author of The New Victory 
Garden, a 1987 book that focuses on 
vegetable gardening, and is featured on the 
1986 The Victory Garden Vegetable Video. 

Horticultural Therapy Award 
Since the Chicago Botanic Garden's 
horticultural therapy program was started 
in 1977, it has contracted to set up year
round horticultural programs at more than 
60 organizations and facilities that serve the 
mentally or physically disabled and older 
adult populations in the Chicago area. 
Eugene Rothert, the garden's manager of 
urban horticulture since 1982, was largely 
responsible for moving the program off of 
the garden grounds and into the 
surrounding community. Those in the field 
say he has helped to make horticultural 
therapy almost a household word, not only 
in the Chicago area but throughout the 
nation. His program serves as a primary 
source of horticultural therapy information 
in the Midwest. 

Rothert came to the program as a 
horticultural therapist in 1978, and in 1980 
began expanding outreach efforts as a 
means of perpetuating horticultural · 
training. Ninety percent of the programs 
initiated since 1980 are still active. Rothert 
has served as a consultant to other 
individuals and organizations in the design 
and creation of barrier-free gardens and 
horticultural therapy programs, including 
those at the Denver Botanic Garden's 
Morrison Horticultural Center; the Cox 
Arboretum in Dayton, Ohio; and the 
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Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. He has 
written four books on horticultural therapy 
for various populations, which have been 
distributed throughout the United States 
and to 20 foreign countries. 

The therapy program is only one aspect of 
Rothert's job. He has given hundreds of 
lectures and demonstrations through its 
Plantmobile and community garden 
programs, and has answered thousands of 
queries through its information service. He 
has served the American Horticultural 
Therapy Association in many capacities and 
is currently a member of its board of 
directors and its development division 
director. That association has honored him 
with its John Walker Community Service 
and Publications awards. 

Landscape Design Award 
When she began to restore the remarkable 
Conservatory Garden in Central Park in 
1982, Lynden B. Miller was a studio artist 
with a deep interest in gardening. Now the 
director of the garden, Miller sees the 
transition as a natural one. "What is a 
garden," she asks, "but a collage?" A student 
of gardens with one of her own in Sharon, 
Connecticut, she spent two years studying 
botany and horticulture at England's 
Chelsea-Westminster College, during which 
time she visited at least two gardens a week 
and photographed them. 

Her work on the Conservatory Garden 
transformed the course of her life. Turning 
down private commissions, she now defines 
herself as a "Public Garden Designer," and 
is being honored by AHS for this commit
ment of her talent. Her recent work also 
includes the much-acclaimed 4,000 square 
feet of formal perennial beds around the 
pool in Central Park Zoo and the garden 
design for the Bryant Park Restoration 
Corporation, behind New York's 42nd 
Street Library. 

Miller has lectured widely on horticulture 
and art, and her writing has been published 
in such magazines as the journal of the 
Royal Horticultural Society, American 
Nurseryman, and American Horticulturist , 
and a recent book, The American Gardener, 
edited by Allen Lacy. 

The six-acre Conservatory Garden was 
first opened to the public in 1937 but had 
become severely neglected, particularly 
during New York City's fiscal crisis of the 
1960s and 1970s. Major restoration work 
began in the fall of 1982 when the 
Rockefeller Center donated funds to help 
the newly established, nonprofit Central 
Park Conservancy, which was to restore the 
park in tandem with the Park Department. 

Among her many awards, the one closest 
to her heart was her 1982 award from the 
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David M. Lilly Jane Campbell Symmes Gordon Bailey Jr. 

East Harlem Community Board, on which 
she serves, for enhancing life in El Barrio. 
"People who live in big cities need plants," 
she says. "They respond to a garden." 

Urban Beautification Award (Individual) 
The Washington, D.C., landscape design 
firm of Wolfgang Oehme and James van 
Sweden has been credited with radically 
changing the look of the American garden to 
an informal, almost windblown look 
dominated by ornamental grasses and low
maintenance perennials. And the man they 
credit with giving them the big break that 
got them on their way is David M. Lilly, 
vice president for finance and operations at 
the University of Minnesota until he retired 
last June. 

The winter of 1977 killed many of the 
yews and magnolias on the grounds of the 
Federal Reserve Board in downtown 
Washington. Lilly, one of the governors of 
the board, was chairing a fine arts 
commission charged with choosing 
landscape architects to repair the damage. 
A gardener himself, Lilly had become bored 
with the formal, unchanging look of most 
public gardens, and was impressed with van 
Sweden's own garden in Georgetown. Lilly 
had to argue with other commissioners, who 
saw the look as too informal for such an 
august institution. Lilly's instinct proved 
sound: once completed, the wide appeal of 
the design launched a near-revolution in 
landscaping. 

Before accepting the presidential 
appointment to the Federal Reserve Board 
in 1976, Lilly had been chief executive of 
The Toro Company for 23 years. He had 
joined the landscape equipment company in 
1945 as vice president and general manager. 
In 1959 he was named president, and in 
1968 he became board chairman. He has 
also served as dean of the School of 
Management of the University of Minnesota; 
as trustee and chairman of Carleton 
College; on the visiting committee to 

Harvard's Graduate School of Education; as 
chairman of the board of overseers of the 
Thayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth; 
as trustee of the St. Paul Academy for 17 
years, including seven years as secretary 
and eight as vice president; and as a 
member of the national governing board of 
Common Cause. 

Urban Beautification Award (Institution) 
In 1971, a group of four volunteers began 
cleaning the broken glass and rusted metal 
from a three-acre plot near the center of 
Pasadena, California, that was being used 
as a dump by surrounding buildings. A fire 
had destroyed the shrubs and lone tree that 
once stood there. The group, armed with 
some money from local garden clubs and 
hopeful of creating a safe, parklike area, 
began planting the lot with native 
California trees and shrubs. If successful, 
the fledgling Earthside Nature Center 
would use the land to introduce nearby 
school children to plants that grew naturally 
on nearby mountains and hillsides; if money 
and help gave out, the native plants would 
survive on their own. 

School children raked woodchips. The 
Pasadena Rotary Club financed a small 
kiosk, which provided the only shade for the 
first five years. Fences came from the Flood 
Control District. A plumber who served on 
the board offered advice about irrigation. 
Other help came from scouts, the U.S. 
Forestry Department, local builders, Sears, 
the county nature center, landscape 
nurseries, architectural students, parents, 
friends, and the adjacent Girls Club 
of Pasadena. 

Today, the alders, oaks, sycamores, and 
redwoods are 40 feet tall. Large, berry
covered shrubs draw birds, and wildflowers 
attract butterflies and dragonflies. A pond 
serves as a home for frogs. Minor 
maintenance and replanting is done by 
volunteers, and a yearly open house party 
brings new friends and contributors. "We 



thought it might take 50 years to look like 
something," recall center volunteers of those 
first days. "It only took 10. A miracle." 

Commercial Award (Individual) 
Jane Campbell Symmes, a native of Atlanta, 
Georgia, is appreciated by her fellow 
Southeast gardeners for her continued 
championing of high quality cultivars that 
are outstanding in that area, but that have 
gone out of fashion and are no longer widely 
available in the trade. Symmes developed 
an interest in historic houses and gardens 
while earning her degree In art history at 
Agnes Scott College. She and her late 
husband, John Cleves Symmes, founded 
Cedar Lane Farm, a wholesale nursery in 
Madison, Georgia. 

She served on the first board of trustees 
of the Georgia Trust for Historic 
Preservation. As a board member of the 
Madison-Morgan Cultural Center, she 
conceived the 1983 exhibition, "John Abbot 
in Georgia: The Vision of a Naturalist 
Artist (1751-ca.l840)." She was named 
Outstanding Nursery Person in 1982 by the 
Georgia Nursery Association and has 
lectured frequently on the restoration of 
historic houses and gardens. 

Commercial Award (Institution) 
The four generations of Baileys who have 
run Bailey Nurseries, Inc. , of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, have recognized that a 
successful plant business is not an isolated 
phenomenon, and have contributed 
generously toward research and education. 
Partly as a result, a consistent supply of 
quality, hardy plants is more widely 
available to northern gardeners. 

The nursery was founded in 1907 by 
J. V. Bailey. Today, his son Gordon acts 
as chairman of the board, Gordon's sons 
Gordon Jr. and Rodney are president and 
secretary, and several of their sons are 
active in management and production. In its 

early years, the business was a combination 
of fruit and vegetable growing, retail 
nursery business and landscaping, mail 
order, and wholesale. In 1957, Bailey 
Nurseries began conc.entrating all its efforts 
on wholesale growing, and in 1977, started 
an additional growing operation in Oregon 
that represents 40 percent of its business. 
Its sales are to retail garden centers, 
landscapers, landscape contractors, 
wholesalers, rewholesalers, mail order 
nurseries, and orchardists throughout 
the northern half of the United 
States. 

The Bailey's have long had a close 
relationship with the University of 
Minnesota. Gordon Sr. endowed a chair in 
its horticulture department, and the 
company donated both funds and time 
toward its landscape arboretum. They have 
also established horticulture scholarships, 
both for graduating high school students 
and others already in college. Their 
contributions to the industry include not 
only the cold-tolerant plants that the 
university's research helps produce, but also 
improved digging equipment and storage 
systems for plants. Gordon Bailey Jr. has 
been active in trade associations, including 
a new Garden Council, formed by bringing 
together the Planting Council and Nursery 
Marketing Council. The new council will 
promote gardening in America through such 
activities as National Gardening Month 
in April. 

Teaching Award 
The 1989 AHS Teaching Award goes to 
Brother Edward E. Zamierowski of Dayton, 
Ohio, for his dedication in bringing his 
horticultural expertise into the central city 
there through the University of Dayton's 
office of Strategies for Responsible 
Development (SRD). 

In 1974, Brother Zamierowski, along with 
other members of the Marianist order at the 

Brother Edward E. Zamierowski Eleanor (Juty) Pillsbury Frederick McGourty 
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university, set up development projects in 
five small villages in Niger, West Mrica, 
that included soil improvement and food 
production. In 1979, they handed the project 
over to their field staff and decided to apply 
their experience closer to home, in low
income Dayton neighborhoods where there 
were hundreds of vacant lots. Zamierowski's 
efforts with the Edgemont Neighborhood 
Coalition turned into a year-round, self
sustaining food-producing facility, the 
Edgemont Solar Garden. 

The project was able to lease two and a 
quarter acres of land from the city for 20 
years for only one dollar. The site now 
has 90 garden plots and three solar 
greenhouses. The project's long-term goals 
are to serve local residents as a food and 
educational resource, to be a focal point for 
community cooperation, and to become 
financially self-sufficient. The staff consists 
almost entirely of volunteers, who earn two 
pounds of vegetables for every hour they 
work. The greenhouses make possible not 
only year-round food production, but also 
the sale of such cash crops as p0insettias 
and Easter lilies. In 1985, SRD's establish
ment of a neighborhood development group 
led to the formation of a network of 
community gardens. The city-wide "Grow 
With Your Neighbors Program," based at 
the Wegerzyn Horticultural Center in 
Dayton, today supports 11 gardens in low
income neighborhoods with only two full
time staff members. 

Annual Meeting Horticultural Award 
This award, which recognizes a contribution 
to the improvement or excellence of 
horticulture in the host city for the Society's 
Annual Meeting, goes this year to Eleanor 
Jerusha Lawler Pillsbury. The widow of 
John Sargent Pillsbury Sr. of the Pillsbury 
milling and baking company and known as 
Juty Pillsbury to her friends, she has been a 
driving force in a number of civic endeavors, 
including the symphony, historical society, 
and numerous charities. Now a centenarian, 
she has been active in both the Lake 
Minnetonka Garden Club in Minnesota and 
in the Garden Club of America. 

In 1956, when local gardeners found 
available land they thought would be ideal 
for an arboretum but despaired of being able 
to buy it, Juty Pillsbury took over the fund
raising effort that led to the purchase of the 
first 160 acres of the Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum. She was later a member of its 
executive committee. In 1983, she received 
the Regent's Medal from the University of 
Minnesota, recognizing her for making the 
arboretum possible. In 1987, on her 100th 
birthday, she continued her support of the 
arboretum with a large bequest that will be 

used for an exhibition garden of shade trees 
for urban areas, which has been named in 
her honor. 

Writing Award 
In spite of Frederick McGourty's 
achievements as a writer of books and 
magazine articles, he says the role he 
esteems most highly is that of home 
gardener. At their Hillside Gardens in 
Norfolk, Connecticut, he and his wife Mary 
Ann specialize in uncommon perennials, and 
their display garden has some 20 perennial 
borders, some of which are featured in his 
most recent book, The Perennial Gardener. 
With Pamela Harper, he co-authored 
Perennials: How to Select, Grow and Enjoy. 

His articles have appeared in most of the 
major gardening magazines, including 
American Horticulturist, as well as in The 
New York Times, Esquire , and Yankee. For 
15 years, he served as editor of the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden Handbook series, writing 
many of its articles and the "Letter from the 
Garden" column that appeared in each. He 
currently writes the "Gardener at Large" 
column for Flower and Garden. 

In 1978 he was the first recipient of 
AHS's Gunlogson Medal. In 1984, he was 
the first to receive the Distinguished 
Educator in Plant Studies from the New 
York Botanical Garden, and in 1985, he 
received the prestigious Thomas Roland 
Medal, awarded by the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society for exceptional skill in 
horticulture. He is a fellow of the Garden 
Writers Association of America, has 
served as president of the Connecticut 
Horticultural Society and of the New York 
Hortus Club, a small group of dedicated 
horticulturists who meet monthly to discuss 
the state of the art. He is a member of the 
planning committee for the Colonial 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium. 

Loosestrife Alert 
AHS is not filling orders for seed #82 in 
its January catalog, Lythrum sa/icaria or 
purple loosestrife. The wildflower species, 
introduced to the United States from 
Europe, is invasive to the extent that it 
outcompetes and displaces native 
vegetation, thus destroying the habitats of 
other wildlife. One pound of its seed 
contains four million seeds, which can lay 
dormant for many years. Growers have 
developed cultivars, such as 'Morden's 
Pink,' which appear to be, if not sterile, 
much less invasive. 



A Group of Winners! 
Dr. Thomas G. (Tommy) Amason has been 
a gardener almost as long as he can 
remember. His father, an agronomist, 
propagated camellias as a hobby, and in 
sixth grade, Tommy tackled his first major 
propagation project by grafting a pecan 
scion onto a hickory tree. "We had pecans 
the first year. It was a 20-foot tree, and I 
can still remember standing on a ladder to 
pick them." 

The Amason family on one of their public garden visits. 

Amason, of Birmingham, Alabama, was 
the winner of AHS's recent membership 
recruitment contest and as a result, he and 
his wife Yates joined other members on a 
society-sponsored trip to the Leeward 
Islands in mid-January. 

Amason has been on another AHS trip, to 
the Virgin Islands in 1986, and thought it 
was going to be "a once in a lifetime 
experience" until he won the contest. On 
that first trip, he not only saw incredible 
displays of plants and got a "sneak preview" 
of what Rockefeller family members planned 
for their spring garden on that exotic island, 
but had the chance to mingle with other 
gardeners with a variety of expertise. "Not 
all of them were botanists or horticulturists, 
but most of them knew more than I did and 
it was a great chance to learn from them." 

Amason is a pediatrician and a faculty 
member of the University of Alabama 
Medical School, but is so well-known locally 
as a gardener that the Junior League calls 
him "the plant doctor." That worries him a 
little, he said. "I hope people won't start 
thinking that I specialize in treating 
vegetables." He and his family, which also 
includes daughter Caroline and son Bert, 
live only a few blocks from the Birmingham 

Botanical Society headquarters, and try to 
make a garden visit part of every trip. It 
was on such a trip to Washington 12 years 
ago that he first came to River Farm and 
joined AHS. "The trips can get me in 
trouble, as when we visited Thomas 
Jefferson's home at Monticello and I decided 
to start a rose garden at my home on 
Rockyledge Road." He described himself as a 
"catalog publisher's dream come true" 
because he dabbles in almost everything, 
including water lilies, annuals, perennials, 
bulbs, and the roses, which succeeded in 
spite of the rocky terrain. Southern Living 
magazine recently came by to photograph 
his container garden, which features 
hibiscuses. 

"It's probably trite to say, but gardening 
is my therapy. My wife says she never 
worries about the bills, because it keeps 
me home." 

Other winners in our contest: 
Second prize: A member who wishes to 

remain anonymous won a Lutyens Bench, 
donated by Paul Hawken of Smith & 
Hawken, Mill Valley, California. The winner 
is donating the bench to AHS's River Farm. 

Third prize: William Wainwright, 
Visalia, California, won a $125 gift 
certificate, donated by Andre Viette Farm 
and Nursery, Fishersville, Virginia. 

Fourth prize: Lana Almstedt, Fullerton, 
California, won a hand-carved teak squirrel 
hose guard, donated by Mrs. McGregor's 
Garden Shop, Arlington, Virginia. 

Fifth prizes: Yasmine Green ofLong 
Beach, New Jersey, won a $50 gift 
certificate from Andre Viette Farm and 
Nursery; Karen A. B. Jagoda of Washington, 
D.C., won a $50 gift certificate from 
American Plant Food, of Washington, D.C.; 
and Mrs. James H. Scott Jr., of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, won a one-hour 
consultation by Nancy Watkins Denig of 
Oehme, van Sweden & Associates, Inc., 
landscape designers of Washington. 

Sixth prize: Robert A. Feldmesser of 
Lambertville, New Jersey, won a gardening 
book donated by Johnson's Flower and 
Garden Center of Washington. 

Don't forget to plan ahead 
for the AHS Annual Meeting 

in Minneapolis/St. Paul 
July 26·29. 

How To Have a 
G.reen Thumb 
... Withoutan 
Aching Back! 
M ulch has been the natural 

friend of smart gardeners 
since time began. Mulch is made 
by running weeds, used-up crops, 
kitchen scraps (bones and all), 
shrub and tree trimmings (up to 3" 
thick) ... virtually anything organic 
. . . through a Kemp Shredder/ 
Chipper! 

I nside a Kemp, up to 54 carbon
steel blades reduce everything into 
millions of tiny pieces - in 
seconds! 

TiJi all you can make into your 
soil. It will turn even the poorest 
soils into rich, dark, crumbly loam. 

After crops are up, spread Kemp
ready mulch over your garden to 
prevent weed growth, hold needed 
moisture and feed your plants. 

Ruth Stout summed up this easy, 
carefree way of gardening in her 
book, How To Have A Green 
Thumb Without An Aching Back. 

EARLY ORDER BONANZAI 
• Save up to $2251 
• Get a Free copy of Ruth's book 

-------
iE.P "The Standard of ~ 

I the Home ~o I 
Gardener Since 
1890" 

I ~~!~~~~ept. 64039 I 
I lititz (Lancaster Co.), PA 17543 I 

717/627-7979 

o YESI Rush details on KEMP I I Shredder/Chippers, 3D·Day Home 
Trial, and Budget Plan. 

I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
_ State Zip - _ 1.. _______ ..1 
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• ----- { Ii } ----...., 
~ 
BIRDS & SEALS 

ISLAND FLOWERS 
BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 

Tours in 
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND & WALES 

(Bon viveur, budget or self drive) 

Other intriguing themes include:
HUNTING FOR ANTIQUES 

KIPLING • BLOOMSBURY • OPERA 
CATHEDRALS " GOURMET 
PREHISTORIC HERITAGE 

IDENTlFYING FUNGI 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 

For brochure call Mary Anne Johnston 

1-800-662-1267. (Local 919-852-8400) 
or mail this coupon to':

BARNETI TRAVEL TOURS. & CRUISES 
5601 Roanne Way, PO Box 19505, 

-K- _ ~~E~~~O~<:: ~~2~4:.? ____ _ 

Name ............ .......... ....... ...... ... ...... ......... . 
Address .... ........ ....... .. ..... .. ..... ...... ... ....... . 

City ....... .............. State .... . Zip ......... ..... . 
Phone ....................... ............ .... ..... ... .... . 

;ffmerrte QEnglanb 'Qrours 
Maricote, Brighton Rd, Lewes, BN7 IEB, 

, ENGLAND 
Tel: 273-476962 TX 877412. Fax 273-475392. 

1
·~.f.C ' PEONIES 
'~~< DAYLILIES 

, 92.page cata log from world.famous 
, Wild's gardens . Sensa tional va lues on 
• more than 1300 va rieties. $2 is 

". deductible on fir s t cata log order. 

GILBERT H. WILD & SON, INC. 
AH- 389 Joplin S1. Sarcoxie , MO 64862 

,~N ,t~~ 
..., ~~':.::- ~ 

~, .. ~~~ 
~\~~.;~~~ 

PERENNIALS 
Route 3, Box 281 

Charlottesville, VA 22901 

Send $1 .00 
for descriptive 

brochure of 
many 

ornamental and 
distinctive 
varieties. 

Years of Pleasure 
WIND CHIMES, WIND BELLS, containers, acces
sories, solar lamps and plants for the small-space 
terrace, patiO or city garden. Fine quality, unusual 
products. Satisfaction guaranteed . Send for free 
catalog . SMALL PLEASURES@, Dept.AH1 , PO 
Box 673, Berwyn PA 19312 (215)688-4738 

Perennial Wild Flowers 
Hardy, robust PLANTS & SEEDS 

for Sun & Shade, year after year - Guaranteed healthy 
Entice Butterflies, Birds and other Wildlife to your garden 

100% Nursery Propagated 
Plant List - 25q: Stamp. Descript ive catalogue $100 

Native Gardens 
RFD 1, Bx. 494 Greenback, TN 37742 
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Hear about Roses, IPM 
At 3 p,m. on Saturday, March 18, Benjamin 
F. Homes of the Potomac Rose Society will 
lecture on "Growing Roses-The National 
Flower," at AHS 's River Farm, 

On Saturday, April 8, also at 3 p.m. , 
Theresa Morris, horticulturist at Albemarle 
Farm in Charlottesville, Virginia, will come 
to River Farm to speak on the topic of 
integrated pest management (IPM), 

Steele Symposium 
A weekend symposium on the work of 
Fletcher Steele, a landscape designer who 
took the field from 19th century Beaux Arts 
formalism to modern design, will be held in 
Rochester, New York, April 29-30, The 
symposium, being sponsored by AHS, the 
Memorial Art Gallery of Rochester, and 
Allyn's Creek Garden Club of that city, will 
help to launch an exhibition on Steele's 
work that will open in the Rochester gallery 
that same weekend. The Saturday session, 
which will include lunch, is $50; the Sunday 
session is $40, 

Additional Seed Donors 
Two donors to our annual Seed Program 
were inadvertently omitted from the list 
that appeared in the catalog in our January 
News Edition. They are: Frosty Hollow 
Nursery, Langley, Washington; and 
Jeannine Hensley Risgin, Hanover, 
Massachusetts. 

A number of members and friends 
donated seed too late to be included in that 
list. They are: Mrs. F,B. Bowen, Rockville, 
Maryland; Joy A. Kester, Sacramento, 
California; Plants by Lea, Hinsdale, Illinois; 
Mrs. Harlen E. Link, Jasper, Tennessee; 
Mrs. J.H. Millar, Tourrettes-Sur-Loup, 
France; North Carolina Botanical Garden, 
Chapel Hill ; Josephine B. Ruud, Pelican 
Rapids, Minnesota; Mrs. Douglas Watson, 
St. Helena, California; and Mrs. Barry L. 
Wulff, North Windham, Connecticut. 

Our Members Tell Us ... 
When I read your July News Edition my 
mouth watered over the beautiful 
description of plants I'd never heard of in 
''Versatile Ground Covers." I rushed to my 
plant books and catalogs only to find that 
none of the plants that were new to me 
would grow in the cold of New Hampshire. 

It would save much disappointment if you 
would include hardiness zones in your 
articles, -Joyce Wiza 

Derry, New Hampshire 

Ms. Wiza: We can understand your 
frustrat ion. However, zone information itself 
is somewhat controversial, not available for 
all plants, and may vary among cultivars of 
a particular plant. We agree that we should 
strive to make clear whether or not a 
featured plant is hardy throughout the 
United States, and if not, provide general 
information on where it can be grown, 

Slugs: Use "traction grit" (a very coarse 
sand used for icy sidewalks) around plants 
to be protected in a band about three to four 
inches wide. So far, this has worked well for 
me on seedlings. 

Phlox mildew: Spray with mixture of one 
tablespoon baking soda to a quart of warm 
water. (I wonder if this would also work on 
lilacs and delphinium?) -Frances Yokana 

Princeton, New Jersey 

Frances Yokana's letter was a response to 
a previous request for tips from members on 
how to control slugs and other pests. Our 
question for our next issue: Do you have a 
personal "recipe" for compost that 
seems to help speed the process? Share 
your ideas with other members by sending a 
note to: Editor, American Horticulturist 
News Edition, 7931 East Boulevard Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22308. 

Board Nominees 
The American Horticultural Society is 
seeking suggestions from its members for 
nominees to its Board of Directors. Board 
members serve three· year terms. New 
members' terms will begin at the Annual 
Meeting in Minneapolis/St. Paul, July 
26·29. Please provide the following 
information on the nominee and on 
yourself, so that we can contact you for 
more information: 

NOMINEE 

Name ____________ _ 

Slreel ____________ _ 

~----------------------
Stale ______ Zip _____ _ 

Hortialltural achievemenl or inlerest 

Please attach a CGpy of your candidate's resume 

NOMINATOR 

Name ___ ----------

Streel ____________ _ 

~----------------------
State ______ Zip __ ~ __ _ 

We musl receive this information by Mardi 14, 1989 

Send 10: Joan Verity Woodhull, Chair, AHS Nominating 
Committee, 7931 Easl Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308, 



Landscaping: A Five· Year Plan 
The author takes the hand of new property 
owners just planning a first garden and 
walks them, in question-answer format, 
through all the phases of landscaping. 
Because he believes that successful 
landscaping involves seeing a property 
through all its seasons, he begins with a 
year of property assesssment and planning, 
then advances through composting and 
plant selection and into garden structures 
and decorations. He addresses down-to-
earth concerns like where to put the dog, 
lists pros and cons of striving for a dream 
lawn, issues warnings about junk trees (he 
considers the pink mimosa the ultimate 
nuisance tree), and includes "do" and "don't" 
color photos . By Theodore James Jr. Photos 
by Harry Haralambou. Macmillan Publishing 
Co., New York. 1988. 258 pages. Publisher's 
price: hardcover, $21.63. AHS member 
price: $19.50. 

The New Age Herbalist 
The shrinking of tropical rain forests has 
sparked fear that many medicinal plants 
growing south of the equator may become 
extinct. But Qur ancestors knew the 
practical value of many plants that still 
grow in our own backyards. This "new age" 
reference recounts those uses, and others 
that science is just uncovering. Whether you 
actually use rue to treat a nervous headache 
or clean your teeth with sage, or merely like 
to read things that make you say, "I didn't 
know that," this book is worth having just 
for the full-color photos that depict each 
plant so vividly you can almost smell and 
taste them. Edited by Richard Mabey. 
Photography by Philip Dowell. Macmillan 

Publishing Co., New York. 1988. 288 pages. 
. Publisher's prices: hardcover, $31.25; 
softcover, $16.95. AHS member prices: 
hardcover, $28.15; softcover, $15.25. 

Flower Drying With A Microwave 
This is a little book with one message that 
should nevertheless be welcomed by anyone 
who has ever struggled to find the necessary 
room to dry flowers by conventional 
methods, then waited impatiently for weeks. 
Through her own experimentation, the 
author has found that many types of flowers 
can be dried in minutes using a standard 
microwave oven in combination with silica 
gel, and that the method often results in 
flowers lasting longer and retaining more 
color. The book includes a chart of some 200 
flowers tested in the microwave, several 
full-color photos of suggested arrangements, 
plus other projects the reader can try. By 
Titia Joosten. Lark Books, Asheville, North 
Carolina. 1988. 72 pages. Publisher's price: 
softcover, $8.95. AHS member price: $6.90. 

.-------- Book Order Form ---------, 
Please send me the following books at the special AHS member prices. 

o LANDSCAPING: A FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
Theodore James Jr ...................... $19.50 

o THE NEW AGE HERBALIST 
Philip Dowell 

il lACMI 0621 0 

o Hardcover .............. .. ................ $28.15 
ilLK MI 06220 

o Softcover .................................. $15.25 
;l l~Cl II 06230 

o FLOWER DRYING WITH A 
MICROWAVE ........................... $ 6.90 

STERL 06260 

Mail to: Robin \\;/illl :\ln:s, A.I:-I S. PO. Box 010), ,\ lOUll l 

Vernon, Virginb 22 121 

I would like 10 order _______ boo ks. 

Please add 52.50 pe r book for postage and 
hand ling. Virginia res idents, also add 4 y,% sales 
tax. Please allow six weeks fo r de l iverv. 
o Enclosed is my check for $ ____ _ 

o Charge to: 
o VISA 0 MaslerCard EXp. Dale: _____ _ 

Acc!. # ____________ _ 

Sign:Hure ____________ _ 

Ship 10 _ ___________ _ 

5" ee' ___________ _ _ 

Ci~·--------------

Slme _______ Zip _____ _ 

r-CliP&Mail-----, 
ORCHIDS. 

The Ultimate 
in House Plants! 

Grow and enjoy orchids, the most beautiful 
fl owers in the world, in your own home. We' ll 
show you how. Orchids can now be grown 
by anyone who is able to grow even the sim
plest of plants. Through our Plant·a-Month 
Club you will receive a different plant each 
month , with instructions for care. Buy one 
plant or many. No obligation . 

For free brochure si mpl y call 

TOLL FREE 1-800-621-5199 
(In Illinois 1·800·972·5855) 

or mail this coupon. 

Orchid Plant-a-Month Club 
Box 296, Dept. AH6, Goldens Bridge, N.Y. 10526 

Name ------~(p~I,,-~-p,~;n~tl ----------
Address _________ _ 

City __________ _ 

State _____ Zip ____ _ 

---------~ 

With Kemp's Compos Tumbler, ® it's easy to tum 
leaves, lawn clippings, etc. into compost (''gar
dengold'~ injust 14 days! No flies, no mess, no 
back strain! 

Try the ComposTumbler RISK FREE for 
30 days - enou~ time to make 100 lbs. of 
sweet-smelling' garden gold" for your gar
den. e1989 KEMP 

r. ) 

(KEMP ComposTumbler® 
160 Koser Rd ., Dept. 51039C 1 Utitz(LancasterCo.), PA 17543 (717)627-7979 1 
o Yes, rush details on the Kemp ComposTumbler4'. 

1 30· Day Home Trial, and Budget Plan . I 
Name ___________ _ 

1 Address - ------- ----1 
City _________ ___ _ 

I stat_e------ Zip J I- _____ _ 
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March 22-29, 1989 
Pacific Coast Gardens 

Travel along the scenic Pacific coastline from San Diego 
to San Francisco and visit over twenty gardens and 
nurseries including such famous sites as th~ Roman 
Gardens at the J. Paul Getty Museum; Lotusland, a forty
acre estate known for its cycad collection; and the Hearst 
Castle garden, five acres of formal gardens, fountains, 
statues, and rose gardens. Also included are outstand
ing private gardens. 
Sterling Tours, 2707 Congress Street, Suite I-H, San Diego, 
CA 9211 0 18001727-4359 

April 13-15, 1989 
Historic Gardens of Fredericksburg 

Travel back in time to restored Virginia estates and 
gardens. The original residents of homes on this tour 
include patriot George Mason; George Washington 's 
mother Mary; Washington 's only sister, Betty Lewis; and 
artist Gari Melchers. You'll also see 300-year-old Mu
skettoe Point and AHS's own River Farm. 
Leonard Haertter Travel Company, 7922 Bonhomme Ave
nue, SI. Louis, MO 63105 1800) 942-6666. 

May 9-25, 1989 
The Gardens of Coastal 

Iberia, France, and Britain 
Ports of call on this cruise from Lisbon, Portugal. to 
Folkstone, England, will include Guernsey, the Channel 
Islands, and New Haven. Experience a most unique 
program of sightseeing ashore that will include excep
tional public and private gardens. 
Leonard Haertter Travel Company, 7922 Bonhomme Ave
nue, SI. Louis, MO 63 105 1800) 942-6666 

June 1-6, 1989 
Seaside Gardens of New England 

Tour members will visit historic homes and gardens 
and the secret gardens of Newport, as well as Blithewold 
Arboretum and other outstanding gardens of New Eng
land. 
Triple A Travel , Polo Center, 700 Aquidneck Avenue, Mid
dletown, RI 02840 140 I) 847-6393 

July 30-August 7, 1989 
Gardens of the Canadian Rockies 

Experience the natural wonders of the Canadian Rock
ies traveling through Calgary, Banff, Jasper, and Ed
monton . Visit private homes and gardens; enjoy a var
ied itinerary that includes alpine picnics, river floats, 
lake excursions, evening cookouts, and private recep
tions. 
Leonard Haertter Travel Company, 7922 Bonhomme Ave
nue, SI. Louis, MO 63 105 1800) 942-6666 

August 1-21, 1989 
USSR and the Caucasus 

Highlights of this special tour to the Soviet Union will 
include the botanical gardens of Moscow, Kiev, and 
Leningrad, and alpine plants of the Teberda Nature 
Preserves on the northern slopes of the Caucasus. The 
tour will be led by Erastus Coming III, a specialist in 
travel to the US S R, and accompanied by a botanical 
expert familiar with its flora . 
Coming Tours, Box 431, Albany, NY 12201 15181463-2160 
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~ Elvin McDonald, director of special 
projects for the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
says Northeast gardeners shouldn't be too 
hasty to remove winter mulches or to cut 
back plants that mayor may not have been 
winter-killed. Do be ruthless about either 
reviving or getting rid of any plant that has 
been sickly for a long time. 

Many Northeasterners, for aesthetic or 
ecological reasons, are plowing up their 
lawns and replacing them with mosses, 
edible landscaping, or meadows of self
sowing, self-reliant, interesting plants. 
Ornamental grasses may be the single most
planted "new" plant in the Northeast this 
year, because they offer both visual delights 
and the sound of rustling grass. But 
McDonald warns that Japanese blood grass 
(/mperata cylindrica 'Rubra'), grown for its 
summer and fall red color, has some 
drawbacks: it can produce bothersome 
seedlings that revert to a plain green 
parent form. 

Also of interest is heritage fruit, especially 
cultivars of apples and pears that are rarely 
available in supermarkets, and, in what 
seems a contradiction to the low-care, 
natural garden movement, such classical 
touches as trellises, latticework, tailored 
vines, arbors, pergolas, and pIe ached trees. 

~ Chip Tynan, horticulture answering 
service aide at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden in St. Louis, advised against 
pruning roses until at least April 1, 
although new, bare-root roses can be 
planted in late March, as can perennials. 
There are other tasks to take on in March: 
prune grapes, fruit trees, dead wood on 
ornamental trees; plant seeds for cool 
weather vegetables; clean up the asparagus 
bed; start tomatoes and peppers indoors. 
Beans can go in the end of April; tomatoes, 
not till May 1. However, those who want to 
be the first in their neighborhood with a 
ripe tomato may want to try one of the Sub-

Arctic cultivars and the insulating tepees 
that capture solar heat. 

You should not fertilize lawns in the 
spring, but if you use a pre-emergent 
crabgrass killer, now is the time. (Do not 
seed at the same time; wait eight to 10 
weeks.) Evergreens, especially Austrian 
pines, should be checked for diplodia blight. 
Check new growth for brown spots as it 
begins to unfold; prune out any diseased 
shoots and dispose of them, and spray the 
tree with fungicide. 

Another drought is always a possibility. 
Many homeowners are installing sprinkler 
systems for their lawns, presenting a risk of 
fungus problems from overwatering. To 
conserve water in beds, a number of 
manufacturers offer landscape fabric as a 
mulch substitute that keeps down weeds, 
lets in air and water, and will allegedly last 
15 years or more, although it is too new to 
the market to know if that is the case. 

~ Lee Taylor, professor and extension 
specialist at Michigan State University, said 
that many gardeners in the far north err 
not by putting plants out too early but, 
rather, by being too cautious about that last 
potential frost. Seeds for more than half of 
home-grown vegetables-including onion, 
peas, parsley, lettuce, and spinach-can be 
planted sometime in April or even late 
March. Sweet corn will take a week or two 
to germinate, so it is safe to plant seeds of 
early cultivars in April. You can plant most 
herbs, and should start asparagus "as soon 
as you can," he said. The sooner hardy 
perennials go in, the better they will become 
established. 

Those who start seedlings inside do 
sometimes get impatient, he said, and then 
have mature seedlings well before the last 
frost date. The rule for the area is that the 
chance of frost is 100 percent May 1 and 
declines 25 percent each week after. 

Taylor advised every home gardener who 



hasn't already done so to look into trickle 
irrigation. Kits make such systems 
relatively inexpensive to install, and a new 
type of screw attachment makes the job 
easier. A little bit of initial hassle pays off 
in less work and less water use later, 
whether in the perennial border, along a 
row of shrubs, or among vegetables. 

~ Southern California gardeners should 
remember that plants that do well in that 
area are drought-tolerant, said David 
Losgren, head of the plant information 
department and consulting horticulturist 
with the Los Angeles Arboretum. Root rot 
from overwatering is a frequent cause of 
plant problems; when gardeners see a plant 
declining, the tendency is to water even 
more. The arboretum has recently 

Attend to Those Mums 

Gardeners always have to be thinking 
ahead. In the fall , most of them plant 

spring-blooming bulbs; in the spring, they 
need to remember their fall bloomers. Early 
spring is the best time for dividing most of 
them, including chrysanthemums. Mums 
need to be divided every year to keep the 
clumps that make up the shoots from 
becoming too crowded. If that happens, the 
result is sickly foliage and few flowers. 

Pick the strongest-growing of last year's 
clumps and pull off individual shoots that 
have good root systems. Avoid the center 
shoots, which are likely to be harboring 
crown rot organisms. Additional stem 
cuttings can be taken in late spring, after 
about eight or 10 inches of new growth. 

Plant in fertile, well-drained soil where 
the plant will get sun most of the day. 
Fill the hole with organic matter and a 
tablespoon of balanced fertilizer. Low
growing, bush mums can be two to two and 
one-half feet apart; taller ones should be 
about a foot apart. 

To produce heavier bloom, you'll need to 
keep thinking ahead: Make a note in your 
gardening diary to begin pinching them 
back when they are six to eight inches tall. 
In the North, hardy garden mums and 
cushion mums that bloom early should be 
pinched again every two weeks until mid
July; late bloomers can be pinched until 
about August 1. Southern gardeners can 
continue pinching these mums well 
into August. 

July 4 is a traditional date to stop 
pinching large-flowering exhibition mums. 
For these cultivars, chrysanthemum 
exhibitors use a much more complicated 
process known as dis budding, in which the 
outer buds are removed to force a few 
remaining central flowers to become larger. 

established a drought-tolerant demon
stration garden, which they plan to saturate 
to a depth of 18 inches and then not water 
again for three weeks. The garden contains 
widely available native Western United 
States and Mediterranean plants, he said, 
"and no cactus. Not everybody is into cactus, 
and you can have a wide variety of plants 
without it." 

Two relatively new pests are of great 
concern to that area: the Mediterannean 
white fly, which is partial to the rose, olive, 
and bean families , has become so numerous 
that white clouds of them can be seen from 

the freeway, and insecticides fail to make a 
lasting dent in the population. They do not 
pose a serious threat to regularly sprayed 
roses, but they are a danger to ash trees 
and to fruit trees in the central valley. 

The long-horned eucalyptus borer, which 
has spread to six Southern California 
counties from Orange County in the past 
four years, is more easily thwarted. 
Gardeners are advised to water their 
eucalyptus trees deeply at least once a 
month. The trees protect themselves by 
drowning the borer larvae in sap, but are 
not able to do so if drought-stressed. 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
23E.;] in you~ watn ;]auiw toda:J with a ..f!ifypon1- catalo;]UE. 

featu~in;] pa;]E. aftn pa;]E. of FreautifuL watE.~ LliE.1-, LotU1-, FrO;] 

pLant1-, fiih, itatua'lfj, and thE. E.iiwtiali fo~ kE.E.pin;] it alL wo~kin;] 

to;]t:.thE.~ . 

fio pooL? {!hOOiE. a fiFrE.~laii o~ gJ<iJ{! pooL fwm thE. ma.ny iiZE.1-

~own in thE. ..f!iLyponi catalo;]uE.. 
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Please send the new Lilypons catalogue plus informative 
news lette rs with seasonal sales. Enclosed is 85.00. 
California (300. Maryland (25'1) and Texas (35 '1) res idents please add Lax. 

Please rush my catalogue by first class ma il. Enclosed is 86 .75. 

1 
1 
1 

o 1500 Amhort Road 0 1500 Lilypons Road o 1500 LilYPoIIs Way 
P.O. Box 1130 
Thermal, CA 92274 

P. O. Box 10 1'.0. Box 188 
Lilypons , 11m 21717 Brookshire, TX 77423·01 88 

I (301) 874-51 33 (71 3 ) 934-8525 

I 
I 
I Kame Address 
1 
I City State Zip 

I_~ ____ --------------------~ 
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~ Through March 5. Cleveland Home & 
Flower Show. Convention Center. Information: 
Cleveland Home & Flower Show, The Mall 
Building, Suite 100, 118 St. Clair Ave., N.E., 
Cleveland, OH 44114, (216) 621-3145. 

~ March 1·5. Annual Flower Show. Civic 
Garden Centre, Don Mills, Ontario. Information: 
Garden Club of Toronto, 777 Lawrence Ave. East, 
Don Mills, Ontario M3C 1P2, (416) 447-5218. 

~ March l·May 31. Spring Visitor 
Blooming Season. Rhododendron Species 
Foundation. Information: P.O. Box 3798, Federal 
Way, WA 98063-3798, (206) 838-4646 in Seattle, 
(206)927-6960 in Tacoma. 

~ March 4·12. New York Flower Show. Pier 
92 at 52nd Street and 12th Avenue, New York. 
Information: The Horticultural Society of New 
York, 128 West 58th St. , New York, NY 10019, 
(212) 757-0915. 

~ March 4·12. New England Flower Show. 
Bayside Exposition Center, 200 Mount Vernon 
Street, Boston, Massachusetts. Information: 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 300 
Massachusetts Ave. , Boston, MA 02115, (617) 
536-9280. 

~ March 5·12. Philadelphia Flower Show. 
Philadelphia Civic Center. Information: 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, 325 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106, (215) 625-8250. 

~ March 8·12. Nashville Flower and 
Garden Show. Tennessee State Fairgrounds. 
Information: 226 Capitol Blvd. , Suite 208, 
Nashville, TN 37219, (615) 254-5296. 

~ March 10. Annual Garden Symposium. 
Gunston Hall outside Washington, D.C. 
Information: Mary Lee Allen, Gunston Hall, 
Lorton, Virginia 22709, (703) 550-9220. 

~ March 18. Spring Plant Sale. Santa 
Barbara Botanic Garden. Informatinn: 1212 
Mission Canyon Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93105, 
(805) 682-4726. 

~ March 18·19. Grand Public Opening 
Weekend. Dorothy Chapman Fuqua 
Conservatory. Information: Atlanta Botanical 
Garden, P.O. Box 77246, Atlanta, GA 30357, (404) 
976-5859. 

~ March 23 and 30. Festival of Houses 
Glorious Gardens Tour. Charleston, South 
Carolina. Information: Festival of Houses, 51 
Meeting St., Charleston, SC 29401 , (803) 722-34.05. 

~ April 1. Conference on Garden and 
Landscape Photography. Winterthur, Delaware. 
Information: Education Division, Winterthur 
Museum and Gardens, Winterthur, DE 19735, 
(302) 888-4600. 

~ April 1·2. Annual Spring Garden Show. 
New Orleans City Park Botanical Garden. 

12 ~ AMERICAN HORTICULTURIST' MARCH 1989 

Opening March 18 in the Atlanta Botanical Garden is 
the 16,000 square·foot Dorothy Chapman Fuqua 
Conservatory, which boasts three distinct climatic 
zones and a SO·foot rotunda, above, with a 14·foot 
waterfall. Its collection includes carnivorous plants, 
rare palms, endangered ferns, bromeliads, and 
hundreds of orchids. 

Information: Nannette Simmons or Severn 
Doughty, Louisiana Coperative Extension Service, 
Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, 
No.7 Bamboo Road, New Orleans, LA 70124, (504) 
486-4054. 

~ April 1, 15, and May 6. Rhododendron 
Garden Open. Cecil and Molly Smith Garden, 
5065 Ray Bell Road, St. Paul, Oregon. 
Information: Portland Chapter, American 
Rhododendron Society, (503) 771-8386. 

~ April 9·15. National Garden Week. 
Nationwide. Information: National Garden 
Bureau, 1311 Butterfield Rd., Suite 310, Downers 
Grove, IL 60515, (312) 963-6999. 

~ April 13. Garden America: Residential 
Design in the 20th Century. Haverford College, 
Haverford, Pennsylvania. Information: Florence 
Genser, Director, Haverford College Arboretum, 
370 Lancaster Ave. , Haverford, PA 19041-1392, 
(215) 896-1101. 

~ April 15·18. Wildflower Week. Cheekwood 
Botanical Gardens and Fine Arts Center, 
Nashville. Information: Richard C. Page, 
Cheekwood Botanical Gardens, Forrest Park Dr., 
Nashville, TN 37205, (615) 356-3306. 

~ April 16. Menninger Sunbelt Tree 
Conference. Cypress Gardens, Winter Haven, 
Florida. Information: MSTC, P.O. Box 6524, 
Clearwater, FL 34618, (813) 446-3356. 

~ April 19·23. San Francisco Landscape 
Garden Show. Pier 3 at Fort Mason. Information: 
McLaren Lodge, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94117, (415) 221·1310. 

~ April 22. Texas Wildflower Day. Texas 
Woman's University, Denton, Texas. Information: 
TWU Wildflower Day Committee, P.O. Box 22675, , 
Denton, TX 76204, (817) 898-3326. 

~ April 22·30. Historic Garden Week in 
Virginia. Thirty-three communities throughout 
the state. Information: The Garden Club of 
Virginia, 12 E. Franklin St., Richmond, VA 23219, 
(804) 644-7776 or (804) 643-7141. 

~ April 22.23, 28·30, May 5·7. Maryland 
House and Garden Pilgrimage. Eight counties. 
Information: Maryland House and Garden 
Pilgrimage, 1105A Providence Road, Towson, MD 
21204, (301) 821-6933. 

~ April 28·30. Central Coast Garden Show. 
Monterey County Fairgrounds. Information: P.O. 
Box 78, Pebble Beach, CA 93953, (408) 372-6565. 

~ May 5·7. Floriade II Flower Show. 
Banning Residence Museum, Wilmington, 
California. Information: 401 East M St. , 
Wilmington, CA 90748, (213) 548·7777. 

~ May 5·7. Annual Conference and Trade 
Show of the Hydroponic Society of America. 
Airport Holiday Inn, Tucson, Arizona. Information: 
Gene Brisbon, HSA Executive Director, P.O. Box 
6067, Concord, CA 94524, (415) 682·4193. 

~ May 5·6. Annual Plant Sale. Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, California. Information: 
Strybing Arboretum Society of Golden Gate Park, 
Ninth Ave. at Lincoln Way, San Francisco, CA 
94122, (415) 661-1316. 

~ May 5·7. Annual Landon Azalea Garden 
Festival and Antiques Show. Bethesda, 
Maryland. Information: Landon Azalea Garden 
Festival, 6101 Wilson Lane, Bethesda, MD 20817, 
(301) 320-3200. 

River Farm Spring 
Plant Sale on May 7 
The American Horticultural Society's 
Spring Plant Sale will be held on Sunday, 
May 7, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Society's River Farm headquarters south 
of Alexandria, Virginia. A special emphasis 
of this year's sale will be unusual, quality 
plants from area nurseries. Representa· 
tives of many plant societies will be on 
hand with plants and information. 



43rd Williamsburg 
GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 
April 9-12, 
1989 
lei oloni~l Williamsburg 

Foundation and the 
American Horticultural 
Society invite you to 
come to Williamsburg 
amid the glory of spring 
for America's oldest and 
most prestigious annual 
gathering of garden 
enthusiasts. 

Fourteen authorities 
from around the United 
States will discuss the 
theme, Winter Dreams; 
Spring Delights, through 
practical and entertain
ing presentations, tours, 
exhibits, and clinics. The 
rhododendron will be the 
featured flower, Cincin
nati the honored city, 
with a special program 
on its horticultural 
accomplishments. An 
optional tour will be of
fered to see the azaleas at 
the Norfolk Botanical 
Gardens. 

Topping it all off will 
be an optional three-day 
post-Symposium trip, 
April 13-15, to private 
and public gardens on 
Virginia's Northern Neck 
arranged for the Sympo
sium by the American 
Horticultural Society. 

Speakers in order of 
appearance are: 

MarleneHolwadel, Cin
cinnati, Ohio, Park Com
mission, "Cincinnati's 
Gardens: People Make 
the Difference" 

Allen Lacy, Linwood, 
New Jersey, garden 
writer, "A Gardener's 
Winter Dream" 

M. Kent Brinkley, 
Colonial Williamsburg 
landscape architect, and 
Marley Brown/II, Colon
ial Williamsburg director 
of archaeological re
search, "Lessons from 
Colonial Williamsburg 
Gardens: Recreating the 
Shields Tavern Gardens" 

Polly Pierce, trustee 

and past president of the 
New England Wildflower 
Society, "Great Ameri
can Gardens: Garden in 
the Woods" 

David Leach, Madison, 
Ohio, plant hybridizer, 
"Tomorrow's Rhodo
dendrons" 

]. c. Raulston, director 
of the North Carolina 

(please print) 

Williamsburg Garden Symposium 
Symposium Registrar 
BoxC 
Williamsburg, VA 23187 

I 
I 
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Name 

Address: ______________ _ 

I City: State Zip I 
L _________ .-J 

State Arboretum in 
Raleigh, "Gardens for 
the Forgotten Season" 

Harold H. Cooke, Run
nemede, New Jersey, 
flower arranger and flor
ist, "Flower Arranging 
in the American Style" 

Don Shadow, Win
chester, Tennessee, nur
seryman, "New and Un
usual Plants for the 
Spring Garden" 

Cherie Kluesing, Bos
ton, Massachusetts, land
scape architect, "The 
Changing Image of Sculp
ture in the Garden" 

RussellMorash, creator 
and executive producer 
of the weekly PBS televi
sion program, Victory 
Garden, on the fascinat
i ng story of Victory 
Garden and its impact on 
American gardeners. 

Other specialists are 
Henry Marc Cathey, of 
the U.S. National Ar
boretum, Carolyn Marsh 
Lindsay and Frank L. 
Robinson of the American 
Horticultural Society, 
lecturer and writer 
Frederick McGourty, and 
the Colonial Williams
burg Horticultural staff. 

Think Spring! Come 
to Williamsburg for the 
lovely blossoms and an 
opportunity to gather 
helpful hints about all 
four seasons. For a regis
tration folder, please 
mail this coupon, or call 
1-804-220-7255. 

Sponsored by The 
Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation in conjunc
tion with the American 
Horticultural Society. 



Classified Ad Rates: 
$1.00 per word; minimum $20 per insertion. 10% discount 
for three consecutive ads using same copy, provided each 
insertion meets the $20.00 minimum after taking discount. 
Copy must be received on the first day of the month two 
months prior to publication date. Send orders to: American 
Horticultural Society Advertising Department, 80 South 
Early Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22304. Or call (703) 823-
6966. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 
America's Finest-I?? best violets and gesneriads. Color Cat
alog and Growing ''Tips'' $.50. FISCHER GREENHOUSES, 
Box H, Linwood, NJ 08221. 

ALPINE & ROCK GARpEN PLANTS 
ALSO PERENNIALS, HOSTA, HEMEROCALLIS Iris, Wild
flowers, Shade Plants, Perennial Seed. 24 Page Catalog. $.50 
Stamps. Our 61st Year. ROCKNOLL NURSERY, 9210 U.S. 
50, Dept. 33, Hillsboro, Ohio 45133-8546. 

THE AVANT GARDENER 
DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO READ-for the 
gardener who wants to get more out of gardening! Subscribe 
to THE AVANT GARDENER, the most useful, most quoted 
of all gardening publications. Every month this unique news 
service brings you the newest and most practical on-going 
information - new plants, products, techniques, with sources, 
plus feature articles, special issues. 20th year. Awarded Gar
den Club of America and Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
Medals for outstanding contributions to horticulture. Curi
ous? Sample copy $1. Serious? $10 full year (reg. $15). THE 
AVANT GARDENER, Box 489M, New York, NY 10028. 

AZALEAS 
"GO-BETWEENS" -lower growing azaleas that fit between 
existing azaleas and rhododendrons in your garden. Northern 
grown and acclimated! Two Year Catalog Subscription: $2 
(deductible). CARLSON'S GARDENS, Box 305-AHA-389, 
South Salem, NY 10590. (914) 763-5958. 

BONSAI 
BONSAI TREES, pottery, books, tools, trays, supplies, and 
soils. Catalog $2.50. BONSAI CREATIONS, P.O. Box 7511AH, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33338. 
BONSAI PLANTS, INDOOR AND OUTDOOR, IMPORTED 
POTS AND TOOLS, BOOKS, SUPPLIES. CATALOG $1. 
BONSAI FARM, BOX 130W, LAVERN lA, TX 78121. 
BONSAI, dwarfed conifers, pines, maples, tropicals, stock and 
cuttings. Catalog $1.25. MATSU-MOMIJI NURSERIES, PO 
Box 11414, Philadelphia, PA 19111. (215) 722-6286. 

BOOKS 
SEED PROPAGATION OF NATIVE CALIFORNIA PLANTS
An indispensable reference for serious growers of native Cal
ifornia plants . This 115-page book discusses various seed 
treatments that enhance germination such as scarification, 
charate, fire, acid, and stratification. It also gives general 
parameters for growing native plants from seed, followed by 
specific treatments for over 800 species of native plants, pre
sented in tabular form with a helpful bibliography and com
mon name index. An easy-to-use reference for the nursery
man, professional, and home gardener. Softcover $9.95 ($12.50 
inc!. shipping and handling, payable to: SANTA BARBARA 
BOTANIC GARDEN, 1212 Mission Canyon Road, Santa Bar
bara, CA 93105). 
1985 Edition EXOTICA 4, with 16,300 photos, 405 in color, 
2,600 pages in 2 volumes, with Addenda of 1,000 Updates, 
by Dr. A. B. Graf, $187. TROPICA 3, revised 1986, 7,000 color 
photos, now 1,156 pages, $125. Exotic Plant Manual, 5th Ed. , 
4,200 photos, $37.50. Exotic House Plants, 1,200 photos, $8.95. 
Circulars gladly sent. ROEHRS, Box 125, E. Rutherford, NJ 
07073. 
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OUT-OF-PRINT-BOOKS: Bought and Sold: Horticulture, 
Botany, Landscaping, Herbology. Large Catalog $1. POMONA 
BOOKS, Rockton, Ontario, Canada LOR 1XO. 
GARDEN THOUGHTS-57 traditional poems of the garden 
and nature. Reflections of life as seen by a gardener. $6.95 
to H. Bell, 1091 E. Mountain Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93108. 

CAROL DIDRICK'S LITTLE RED BOOK ON OLD GARDEN 
ROSES. Where to get them and where to plant them. An 
introduction to OLD GARDEN ROSES. Each book signed and 
numbered. Send $14.95 post paid. CAROL DIDRICK, 1535 
Willard Drive, Orrville, OH 44667. ' Please add $2 out of 
country mailing. 

BULBS 
Unusual Daffodil varieties- specializing in hybridizing de
velopment of new pinks and species hybrids. Bulbs grown and 
personally cared for on our Oregon farm. Color catalog, avail
able April- send $3 (deductible on order) to: GRANT MITSCH 
NOVELTY DAFFODILS, PO BOX218D, Hubbardy OR 97032. 
TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS AND MANY OTHER 
VARIETIES OF SPRING FLOWERING BULBS. PRICE LIST 
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. MAD RIVER IMPORTS, BOX 
1685-B NORTH FAYSTON ROAD, MORETOWN, VT 05660. 
3 "KAFIR LILIES" [SchizosylisJ mixed $12 postpaid. RARE 
BULB list$l for 2 issues. WILLETTS, Box 446, Moss Landing, 
CA 95039. 

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 
FOR RARE AND UNUSUAL CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 
AT MODERATE PRICES-FOUR LISTINGS $1. LOEH
MAN'S, BOX 871, PARAMOUNT, CA 90723. 

CARNIVOROUS PLANTS 
Carnivorous and woodland terrarium plants and supplies. 
Catalog FREE. PETER PAULS NURSERIES, Canandaigua, 
NY 14424. 

CATALOGS 
FREE GARDEN CATALOG-Over 4,000 Items: Seeds, Plants, 
Trees, Pots, Plant Foods, Beneficial Insects, Books, Green
houses. MELLINGER'S, Dept. 320D, North Lima, Ohio 
44452-9731. 
GALA HERB WEEKEND 
BITTERSWEET HILL NURSERIES, Rt. 424 & Governor's 
Bridge Road, Davidsonville, MD, is presenting Gala Herb 
Weekend, March 11 & 12, 1989. Exhibits, Gourmet Cooking, 
Herb Topiary & Door Prizes. Held in our Warm Greenhouses 
RAIN OR SHINE 9 A.M.-5 P.M. Public Invited. (301) 798-
0231. 

GARDENING ACCESSORIES 
GOATSKIN GLOVES. Tough, lightweight, napa goatskin 
stretches and becomes form-fitting, giving wearer ultimate 
in fit, grip, dexteri ty. Natural lanolin in leather keeps hands 
soft. Sizes 7-10 or send outline of hand. $9.50 postpaid. PUT
NAM'S, Box 295-AH, Wilton, NH 03086. 

GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 
COMPLETE MIST PROPAGATION SYSTEMS. Get phenom
enal propagation results, indoors-outdoors. Environment sen
sitive controlled. FREE BROCHURES. AQUAMONITOR, 
Dept. 4, Box 327, Huntington, NY 11743. Tel: (516) 427-5664. 

GREENHOUSES 
RedwoodlFiberglass Kits. Hobby/Commercial Sizes. Free Bro
chure. GOTHIC ARCH GREENHOUSES, P.O. Box 1564-AHS, 
Mobile, AL 36633. (205) 432-7529. 

GROUND COVERS 
PACHYSANDRA-STURDY, HEAVILY ROOTED PLANTS 
FOR SHADED AREAS. Ppd.: 50-$14.95; 100-$26.95; 500 -
$109.95; 1000-$195.00. Folder on request. PEEKSKILL 
NURSERIES, Box H, Shrub Oak, NY 10588. 

QUALITY GROUND COVERS AND PERENNIALS I Aego
podium, European Ginger, Ivies, Lamiums, Hardy Cactus, 
Plumbago, Sweet Woodruff, Sedums, Vincas. Over 100 va
rieties. GILSON GARDENS, INC., Dept. AH, PO Box 277, 
Perry, 0 H 44081. 

HEATHS & HEATHERS 
HARDY HEATHERS FOR ALL-YEAR GARDEN COLOR! 
Send SASE for descriptive mail-order list. Fast Service! 
HEATHER GROWERS, Box 850, Elma, WA 98541. 

HERBS 
HERBS-AnnuaVperennial; extensive collection. Perenni
als- Large selection for sun/shade. Sedum - Tall, medium, 
carpeting; many varieties. Visit Living Room Gift Shop for 
herbal treats. Display gardens. Retail catalog $1.50; Whole
sale list (Business SASE). WRENWOOD, RT. 4, BOX 361, 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411. 

HOSTAS 
CHOICE SELECTION. CATALOG $2. SAVORY'S GAR
DENS, INC. Hybridizers and Growers, 5300 Whiting Ave., 
Edina, MN 55435. (612) 941-8755. 

HOUSE PLANTS 
LOW-LIGHT INDOOR EXOTICS. Dwarf Lady Palms, Grape 
Ivy, Sago Palms, Ming Aralias, Fine Pottery. 32 page catalog 
$1. RHAPIS GARDENS, P.O. Box 287-A, Gregory, Texas 78359. 
ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI & SUCCU
LENTS. Visitors welcome. 1988-89 catalog $2. LAURAY OF 
SALISBURY, Rt. 41 (Undermountain Rd.), Salisbury, CT 06068 
(203) 435-2263. 

LILACS 
LILACS YOU'LL LOVE-their first year! Shipped with root 
balls intact- not bare root- to avoid the year or more wait 
for them to become established. Free list. CARLSON'S GAR
DENS, Box 305-AHL389, South Salem, NY 10590. (914) 763-
5958. 

NURSERY STOCK 
BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, RHODO
DENDRON, AZALEAS, FLOWERING SHRUBS, SHADE 
TREES. LARGE ASSORTMENT RARE AND STANDARD 
PLANTS. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD NURSERIES, BOX 428, 
GENEVA, OH 44041. 
Ornamental, hardy trees, shrubs, perennials. Catalog, $2. 
OWEN FARMS, Route 3, Box 158-A-AH, Ripley, TN 38063. 

PEONIES 
Also HOSTA, JAPANESE and SIBERIAN IRIS, DAYLILIES. 
Our Spring 1989 catalog now ready - $1 (refundable). CAPRICE 
FARM NURSERY-AH, 15425 SW Pleasant Hill, Sherwood, 
OR 97140. (503) 625-7241. 

PLANTERS 
CEDAR PLANTERS THAT HANG ON YOUR RAILINGS! 
Each planter adds 2 ft. of planting space to your DECK, PORCH, 
BALCONY or FENCE. For brochure write: MITCHELL'S AND 
SON, 3857 25th Avenue W, Dept. A, Seattle, WA 98199. 

PLANT SOCIETIES 
YOU WILL ENJOY THESE BENEFITS when you become a 
member of the Indoor Citrus and Rare Fruit Society: a twenty
four page quarterly newsletter that chronicles the growing 
interest in and acceptance of rare fruit; books that relate to 
the indoor citrus and rare fruit are reviewed and discounted 
to members; each issue contains an offer of free seeds of citrus 
and rare fruit; search-and-find service for seeds and plants; 
a thirty-two page booklet entitled "Garden Books Around the 
World" with 100 book reviews, rare and hard to find books. 
U.S. and Canada $15 per year. Other countries $18. Write to 
IC&RFS, Dept. AH, 176 Coronado Avenue, Los Altos, CA 
94022. 



Freshie (new), Ingrid Bergman, John Waterer, Johnny Walker, PLANTS (UNUSUAL) FUL WATER GARDEN today! Send $2 for a complete color 

Distinctive plants for your garden and landscape. Scarce, un-
Konrad Henkel, Lemon Sherbert, Landora, Maid of Honour, catalog from America's Oldest Water Garden Specialist: WIL-
Maestro, Marijke Koopman, Modern Art, (GR) Mount Shasta, LIAM TRICKER, INC., 7125 Tanglewood Drive, Indepen-

usual, and many old favorites. Well established in 4" pots, Nantucket, Peadouce (Elina), Peer Gynt, Penthouse, Pink dence, OH 44131. (216) 524-3491. 
ready for you to grow on. FREE catalog. APPALACHIAN Parfait, Sandringham Centenary, Stephanie Diane, Solitaire, WILDFLOWERS GARDENS, Box 82, Waynesboro, PA 17268. (717) 762-4312. Swarthmore, Sweet Love, Sweepstakes, Ten Ten CFRB, 
UNUSUAL PLANTS for landscaping and collectors-140 Tiffany, Uncle Joe, Veltfire (new), Veronica, White Nights, UNCONVENTIONAL, RARE AND FAMILIAR NATIVE 

Bamboo, 200 Palms, 100 Cycads, 1,000 Books. Three dan- Wieteke Van Dordt (Potifar), World Rose. WILDFLOWERS AND CULTIVATED PERENNIALS for for-

gerously crammed catalogs $5. ENDANGERED SPECIES, Floribundas: Amanda, Annisley Dickson, Australian Gold, mal or naturalist areas. Top quality nursery propagated plants. 

Box 1830-A, Tustin, CA 92680. Brown Velvet, City of Leeds, English Miss, Evelyn Fison, Descriptive Catalog $3. NICHE GARDENS, RTE. 1, Box 290, 

NEW JOSTABERRIES, SMOKY SASKATOONS and HARDY Greensleeves, H.C. Anderson, Jiminy Cricket, Langford Light, Dept. A, Chapel Hill, NC 27516. 

KIWIS. Custom propagation of 150 New and Antique apple Len Turner, Nearly Wild, Oh La La, Orangeade, Prins Wi 1- Hardy, easy, reliable, showy-from our nursery to your gar-

varieties. UNIQUE ornamental nut trees, Buartnuts, Heart- liamAlexander, Red Hot, Redwood, Tabris, Waiheke, Woburn den. Send $2 (40 page descriptive, informative catalog) or 

nuts, and much more! Send two stamps for catalog to BEAR Abbey. SASE (list of wildflowers, hardy ferns , perennials). SUN-

CREEK NURSERY, BOX 4ll-B, NORTHPORT, WASHING- Miniatures: Dandenong, Young Cale, White Koster. LIGHT GARDENS, Rt. 1 Box 600-AH7, Andersonville, TN 

TON 99157. Climbers: Dortmund, Dublin Bay, Goldstar, Lawinia, New . 37705. 

FOXBOROUGH NURSERY is a grower of dwarf and unusual Dawn, Rosanna, White Dawn. NATURAL SPLENDOR of North American Prairie wildflow-

conifers, broadleafs, and trees. Send $1 for our 40 page, mail- Modern Shrub Roses: BufIBeauty, Dornroschen, Fred Loads, ers and grasses. Select from 70 + varieties of hardy, drought 

order catalog today! FOXBOROUGH NURSERY, 3611 Miller Golden Wings, Morgenrot, Eos, Robusta , Sally Holmes, resistant, native perennials. Nursery grown plants and seeds 

Road, Street, MD 21154. Visits by appointment only. (301 ) Shropshire Lass, Surf Rider. ready for spring planting. Informative, illustrated catalog only 

836-7023. Austin Hybrids: Agathe, Charmian, Chianti, Claire Rose, $2. PRAIRIE NURSERY, Dept. AH, Box 365, Westfield, WI 
Cymba line. Immortal Juno, Mary Rose, Proud Titania, The 53964. 

POSITION AVAILABLE Miller, The Squire, Windrush, Wise Portia. 
EDITORIAL RESEARCHER- Industry leader in book club Antique Roses: Baronne de Rothschild, Cardinal de Richelieu, 
and direct-mail books seeks intelligent, organized, creative Celsiana, Damascena Semperflorens, George Arends, Karl 

I ~ person to verify factual information in garden and home books, Foerster, Maiden's Blush, Queen of Denmark, Reines Des 

The Board of Directors conduct editorial research, and to assist in the development Violettes, William Lobb, White Bath. 
of book projects. This entry-level position demands top-notch Hardy Canadian Explorer Roses: Champlain, Jens Munk, 

and Staff of the research skills, good command of the English language, ex- John Cabot. 
cellent communication skills, keen eye for detail, strong time Ground Cover Roses: Dart's Dash, Red Max Graf, Sea Foam. American Horticullural management skills, and the ability to work with a variety of Catalog on request: $2. HORTICO Inc. 723 Robson Road, 
people. Degree in horticulture desired. We offer a creative Waterdown, ON LOR 2HO Canada (416) 689-6984. SOCiety environment, smoke-free offices, company gym, and more. SEEDS 
Please send cover letter, resume and salary requirements to: 

ORGANIC GARDEN SEEDS. No poisons! We farm our own invite you to the 
Personnel Dept. (ER-AH), RODALE PRESS, INC.; 33 East 
Minor Street; Emmaus, PA 18098-EOE. seeds. Two sets - 24 to 36 varieties! Fine gift! Learn more: 44th Annual Meeting 
POSITION WANTED 

send $1 (refundable with order) to: SEED SETS, DEPT. C, 
1130 TETHEROW RD, WILLIAMS, OR 97544. July 26-29, 1989 

HORTICULTURIST - Retiring- Management experience in Seeds, free sample and price list of evergreen seeds, WAU-
lawns, gardens, greenhouse, propagation, cold frames, trees, KESHA SEED COMPANY, PO Box 1820, Waukesha, WI 53187. Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
shrubs, flowers, collecting plant material, plus property se- FRAGRANCE SEEDS FOR FRAGRANCE, herbs, atavars, Minnesota curity. Seeking home with modest salary. Box 410A, RD 3, 
Van Syckel Road, Hampton, NJ 08827. prairie plants, and others. Catalog $1. THE FRAGRANT PATH, 

Box 328A, Fort Calhoun, NE 68023. 
• Visits to private gardens PUBLICATIONS THE WORLD'S LARGEST and most famous seed catalog. 

THE BUSINESS OF HERBS. A Bimonthly Journal. Com- Over 225 pages, 4,000 varieties, 1,000 color pictures. A major on Lake Minnetonka 
prehensive reporting, trade news, marketing hints, person- book of reference. The Encyclopedia of how and what to grow • Tours of six public gardens ality profiles, grower resources, and more. Sample $3. Sub- from seed. Vegetables, potted plants, exotics, perennials, al-
scription $20/yr (USA). Brochure/SASE. NORTHWIND FARM, pine, rockery, latest and best annuals, trees, shrubs, bulbs • Nationally prominent speakers 
Route 2, Box 246A, Shevlin, MN 56676. from seed; includes rare items unobtainable elsewhere. Write 

• A salute to Libeny Hyde Bailey 
RHODODENDRONS 

for free copy, allowing three weeks, or enclose $2 for first class 
mail: THOMPSON & MORGAN, INC. Dept. AHC, PO Box 

RHODODENDRONS for Eastern Gardens. FREE descriptive 1308, Jackson, NJ 08527. Special Symposium July 26 
listing. CARDINAL NURSERY, Rt. 1, Box 316M, State Road, WORLD-FAMOUS SELECTION OF RARE SEEDS, special- "Stewardship 01 Our: 'land: NC 28676. (919) 874-2027. izing in hard-to-find species from every continent, from trop-
RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS - Select from 1,000 va- ical rainforest to alpine snowline. Thousands of exquisite per- El.esign that Merits Attention'· 
rieties with many new exciting introductions. Also Laurel, ennials, flowers, trees, grasses, cacti. Fragrance plants, unusual 

For registration information Andromeda, Holly, Conifers, Rare Plants and Trees. Mail- ornamentals for drying, wildflowers, dye plants. Fine culinary 
order catalog $2.00. ROSLYN NURSERY, Dept. AH, Box 69, herbs, distinctive heirloom and imported vegetables, plus our call Liz Smith at 
Roslyn, NY 11576. (516) 643-9347. unique collection from the Zapotec Indians of Mexico's high 1 (800) 777·7931, or write 
ROCK GARDEN PLANTS Sierra Madre. Detailed catalog $1 J.L. HUDSON, SEEDMAN, AHS, 7931 East Boulevard Drive, 
Rare Alpines, Wildflowers, Dwarf Conifers, Groundcovers, 

P.O. Box 1058-AT, Redwood City, California 94064. "L Alexandria, VA 22308. ~ TREES colorful Rock Plants, hardy Rhododendrons, Bonsai Books. 
FOR SALE-Approximately 35,000 Austrian Scotch Pine trees 

~ 

Catalog $1. RICE CREEK GARDENS, 1315 66th Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55432. (612) 574-1197. in ground. Trees are 5 years old and located in north central 

ROSES Nebraska. (402 ) 376-3415. 

m FREE - $5 subscription (1 year/4 issues) to our "MINIRAMA" 
JAPANESE MAPLES - Rare and unusual, many good for 

rose Newsletter with your order of $30 (or more). News, in-
Bonsai and container gardening. Send for free catalog, stamp 
appreciated. LOUCK'S NURSERY, PO BOX 102-C, Clover-

formation, ideas on roses; New, Old, Unusual, Rare, Minia- dale, OR 97112. (503 ) 392-3166. 
ture. $2 discount coupon in each issue. Free Catalog. SE-
QUOIA NURSERY -2519 E. Noble-AM, Visalia, CA 93277. MILLIONS OF SEEDLINGS: High Quality, Reasonable Prices. 

HORTICO ROSES: The following are just a few from our 
Over 100 Selections for Christmas Trees, Ornamentals, Wind- If you have questions 
breaks, Timber, Soil Conservation, Wildlife Cover. Free Cat-

large selection of roses: alog. CARINO NURSERIES, Box 538, Dept. J, Indiana, PA about your 
Hybrid Teas: Alec's Red, Bimboro, Blue River, Blue Wonder, 15701. membership, Bobby Charlton, Burgund '81 (Loving Memory), Canadian 
White Star, Clivia, Eiffel Tower, Elizabeth Taylor, Felicity WATER GARDENING call 1-800-777-7931. 
Kendal , Folklore, Fragrant Charm, Frau Karl Druschki, WATER GARDENING: Begin a FRAGRANT and COLOR-
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Q• I had a hibiscus plant outside 
• during the summer and I just 

brought it in for the winter. It was 
flowering all summer long (and during 
the previous winter as well), but now it 
has stopped flowering. The foliage is 
healthy, but how can I get my plant to 
flower again? 

-J.P., Locust, New Jersey 

A• Hibiscus plants (Hibiscus rosa-
• sinensis) are great plants to have 

indoors and outdoors because of their long 
period of blooming. Your plant is in good 
condition; it just needs a rest from 
flowering. These plants can bloom as long as 
the weather is warm and they receive 
enough sunlight, but eventually they 
exhaust themselves and will need a rest. 
Your plant has been putting a great deal of 
energy towards blooming for almost two 
years now; it will need a rest this winter. 
Place it in a cool site and decrease the 
watering for the next three to four months. 

In late spring, increase the watering, 
temperature, and light and start fertilizing 
again. Your plant should resume normal 
growth and flowering. You may want to take 
it back outside as soon as the weather 
warms up in the spring. 

Q• This past fall, I noticed the vivid 
• orange fruits on a neighbor's 

persimmon tree, and I was surprised to 

I f~ 1 

discover that it is native to North 
America. Could you tell me more about 
this plant and its culture requirements 
for the landscape? 

-M.B., Arlington, Virginia 

A• The common persimmon, Diospyros 
• virginiana, is native to North America 

and often grows wild along the road and in 
woods and fields . It can be found in the 
eastern United States from Connecticut to 
Florida, and as far west as Kansas, and can 
be grown in USDA Zones 4 to 9. It has a 
slender, oval crown and can grow up to 60 
feet in height. A deciduous tree, its fall color 
is yellow and not particularly spectacular, 
but the fruits that appear after the leaves 
drop make it a stunning tree. The contrast 
of orange fruit against the dark bark or 
against an overcast winter sky creates a 
striking effect. 

It is important to note that the tree is 
dioecious; there are male and female trees. 
Although it is not uncommon to find perfect 
flowers on the trees, you will need a male 
tree nearby for fruit production. These trees 
have relatively few pests and diseases; the 
only problem is picking up the fruit off 
the ground after they ripen and drop. 
Persimmon trees prefer full sun and moist, 
well-drained, sandy soil. There are cultivars 
and dwarf forms available from nurseries, 
some with red fall foliage, and some with 
larger fruit and fewer seeds. 

American Horticultural Society 
p.o. Box 0105, Mount Vernon, VA 22121 

Q• I have a false cypress in my yard 
• that has experienced a strange 

decline for two seasons in a row. In late 
summer, the inside leaves turn solid 
yellow, then brown, and then they 
either drop off or I remove them 
because they are dead. Otherwise, it is 
a healthy, vigorous plant that receives 
afternoon sun and supplemental 
watering during the heat of the 
summer. Do you have any suggestions? 

-K.E., Alexandria, Virginia 

A• False cypress plants (Chamaecyparis 
• spp.) prefer full sun and a rich, moist, 

well-drained soil. It seems that your plant is 
receiving the right conditions. Although this 
is an evergreen plant, the individual leaves 
do die after a period of time. It is natural 
for a false cypress to experience this 
symptom at the end of summer, but it does 
help to give the plant adequate water 
during the summer. If the dieback starts at 
the tips of the plants, that is another 
problem altogether. This is phomopsis blight 
and the symptoms are similar: leaves turn 
yellow and then brown at the tips of the 
plants, but there is a gray band at the base 
of the stem where the site of infection 
occurs. This is caused by a fungus, so 
appropriate chemical sprays must be used. 

- Peggy Lytton 
Assistant Editor, Horticulture 
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