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\ Tolume H 

The Gladiolu , as we know it today, 
ea ily takes a place in the front rank a~ 
one of the mo t u eful and beautiful 
members of the floral kingdom. It is 
one of the most easily gro\\' n and uni­
\'ersa lly adaptable of all flower. In its 
stately maje ty and beautiful tint and 
variety of color blendings it ha few 
equals. In the garden it long ea on 
of bloom together with its great "ariety 
of color, form and type makes it one 
of the mo t striking and noble 0 f all 
garden subj ects, and in the hand s of the 
floral artist it lends itself to all manner 
and kinds of floral arrangement. It i 
suitable for a wide range of floral uses 
and as a decorative subject has few, if 
any, equals. Mathew Crawford once 
said, " It has few equals and no superior. 
None are more beautiful and there is 
nothing in sight to supercede it." Few 
who have seen a beautiful collection of 
the newer varieties wi ll dispute this 
claim. It is susceptible of grea t varia­
tion and improvements in the bands of 
the enthusiastic breeder of plants and 
there are yet many possibilities of still 
greater improvement in store for the 
future. It embraces many "species" of 
many vari·ed types, and almost endless 
possible combinations and variety may 
yet be secured. There is really no end 
to the variety which can be attained and 
this is one of the charms for the dreamer 
and worker in this branch of the Horti­
cultural World. Among millions of new 
seedlings from carefully chosen parent­
age there will be thousands of beautiful 
new kinds, equal to most of the best in 
~he li sts of today, and yet each possess-
1l1g a distinction and beauty all its own 
to the careful observer. It would seem 
as. if every type and blending of color 
might long since have been achieved but 
such is not the case. "The most beauti-
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f ul variety" has not yet been produced, 
perhaps ne\er ",ill be, el 'e E\'olution,-in 
thi field at lea. t, were at an encl. Change 
and improvement is ature's Law and 
the clima.'\: in thi direction will perhaps 
never be reached. \Vhen we observe and 
admire a new \ ariet)', in beauty beyond 
our \\'ilde t hope~, we can re t as ured 
'that 'oon a ne" er variety will appear, 
ea ily of equal beauty, and of a charm 
and color harmony at least equal to the 
best that has gone before, and of di tinct 
and marked individua lity. If maje tic 
grandeur and stately beauty alone were 
required the Gladiolus might ea ily lay 
claim as the be t representative for our 

ational F lower, for where el e could 
be found a more suitable subject to rep­
re, ent our majestic and wonderful young 
country. It is indeed to be regrettecl 
[hat the Gladiolus has no representative 
among it "Specie" native to our own 
fair land, but what is lacking in this 
re pect has been long since made good 
in another direction, the production and 
development of its offspring, for America 
is proud today of easi ly holding first 
place in the development and perfection 
of this vvonderful flo wer, even though 
we must accord to other nations and 
their plant originators fir st place for 
having di scovered its possibilities and 
laid the foundat ion for this great develop­
ment. W hen one considers that there 
~~ re well over one hundred botanical 
species of the Gladiolus, many of which 
are vari ed and useful to the breeder of 
thi s remarkable flower, it is easy to 
understand its endless possibilities of 
variety and improvement yet before us. 
Only intelli'gent, pati,ent and careful 
selection is needed, and who will say that 
America is lacking in these require­
ments? Let us not be content to confine 
our standards of beauty to any certaiE 
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limit a to color or types but let us 
. triv(" to encompass every possible type 
and color combination . Beautiful self-
olor and magnificently blotched crea­

tions such as are found among the 
pan . ies and orchids, so universa lly and 
much admired everywhere, should lend 
plea mes and j OJ's to everyone in end­
Ie s measure. Even rich and gaudy colors 
give joys to man)" and why not when 
one considers the different tastes and 
changes of time and fashion and the 
e::lgemess with which we admire these 
charms in other flowers. Who among 
us can say this is the best, or that, when 
Nature furnishes us with such endles::: 
variety and beauty of type and color in 
such o-reat abundance ? \Vho can say 
thi s i the best, or most beautiful, for all 
of us when tastes differ so widely and 
"expert" fail to agree? The best and 
most beautiful variety is the one you 
most enjoy and which pleases you the 
most, be it red, white, pink, yellow or 
some other color or shade, self-colored, 
or marked with beautiful orchid mark­
ings. Then let us all enjoy, each in hi s 
or her own way, whatever of individual 
beauty we are enabled to perceive, dis" 
regarding all preconceived notions or 
standards. What is more restful and 
elevating than a beautiful garden, and 
what is more beautiful in any garden 
than an endless array of choice Gladioli. 
Some one has said that " the fl owers of 
language are not equal to the language 
of fl owers." Be this as it may, the 
flo wers of language are dependent on the 
endless list of beautiful words. So let 
it be with the language of flowers, let it 
be an endless selection o f beautiful varie­
ties. Let us all enjoy the varieties now 
avai lable, yet ever longing for other and 
newer beauties to admire among one of 
Nature's marvelous floral creations, the 
beautiful Gladiolus. 
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SHALL WE SPECIALIZE? 
By Mrs. Wilda Ca.rson, Idaville, Indiana, 

Charter Fellow, National Horti­
cultural Society. 

Most of us, in the days gone by, have 
read the fairy tale of the water-nymph 
who gazed and gazed upon her sun-god 
_\polJo and was slowly pining away ,""hen 
Apollo in sheer pity changed her into a 
sunflower that she might always turn her 
face to the sun. , Ve thought her ,-ery 
foolish, and yet, today, in our floral 
fancies is there not the lurking danger 
of ourselves becoming sunflowers? 

It seems hard for the Rose sp@cialist 
to see equal beauty in the Iris, and vice 
versa. vVhen the splendor of the Peony 
;b loom is past should we sit with folded 
hands and "pine" until Peony time comes 
in another year? 

The pageant of the flowers passes 
before us so gradually that we can "spe­
cialize" in a dozen or more varieties that 
wi ll not in any way rival each other in 
respect to time of blooming, and this 
broader pol icy of "specialization" will 
extend the joys of the enthusiastic flower 
lover th rough the entire growing season. 

The flowering shrubs and trees that 
greet us in the earliest spring are indis­
pensable for they form the setting of our 
picture and prepa re us for the rush of 
the hyacinths, tulips and narcissi that 
closely fo ll ow. We are so "hungry" for 
b lossoms that we fo rget that we were 
litera lly down-on-our-knees to them last 
fall tucking them in the soil in, "drifts" 
along the driveway, and in clumps among 
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the perennials, near the edge of the 
shrubbery borders, and even in a circular 
bed in the back yard, if we can keep it 
hid from the landscape expert. Before 
,re ha,'e time to igh over the fading of 
the hyacinths, tulips and narcissi, the 
hi ' is with us ina 11 its rainbow hues, 
and certain species are of easy culture 
and will respond readily to good treat­
ment. The newer tall bearded varieties 
are truly majestic. 

While ,,'e are till holding our breath 
orer the continuous rainbow, the peonies 
,tage their pageant of glory. They arc 
slO\rer in gro,,·th and resent freque nt 
division, but ther a re so perfect that it 
is \\'orth ,vhi\e to wait for the loads and 
load ' of beauti ful blooms after they once 
become established. 
Ne~t come the ro'es in great vari~tr. 

I-Jybnd tea make lovely e"er-blool11lJ1g 
hedges and they are yerr easy to propa­
gate. Hybrid perpetuals are hardier, 
make taller hedge. , give larger blooms, 
and if pruned and fed well after bloom­
ing will in most ca. e bloom again in the 
fall. To the modern climbing rose, doff 
the hat! I t is as nearly perfect a a 
flower can be. It ha ' clean, glos y foliage 
"'hich i beautiful even when the plant 
is not in bloom, and which covers a mul­
titude of unsightly places. 1£ planted 
erer)' six feet along a wire fence, it 
makes a beautiful hedge, and it has no 
equal for pergola, pillar and screen 
planting. 

\ iVhen the ho\\" of the roses is fading 
our interest is centered on the stately 
delphiniums with their long spikes of 
bloom ranging from the purest white, 
cream, azure, medium to deepest blue. 
The improved single and double varieties 
'rith individual blooms measuring two 
inches in diameter will keep one's enthu­
siasm at the highest pitch, and they are 
fit companions of the purest of all 
flo wers, the white lilies. Just when one 
has decided that the lilies are surely the. 
acme of perfection, one's attention is 
riveted on the great masses of the hardy 
phloxes. This plant is cheap in price, 
multiplies very rapidly, blooms for such 
a long time, and at a time when other 
flowers are scarce, and has such distinct 
and bright colors (do not confuse them 
with the old magenta colors) that one 
can have great masses of the phloxes 1!1 
.places w her e other more expensive 
flowers cannot be planted. 

In the meantime, thousands of the 
bright and cheerful spikes of the latest 
improved varieties of the GJ,adiolus, 
rivalling the lilies, are everywhere in evi­
dence; and the orchid-flowering cannas 
make their gorgeous tropical display. In 
the Dahlia we have one of the grandest 
flowers imaginable. Its types are so dif­
ferent-cactu s, decorative peony, col­
letette, etc.-that it is hard to believe 
that they are really Dahlia blooms­
mammoth fluffy, crinkly blossoms that 
can be cut by the armful until the first 
hard frost, and it is then that one ap­
preciates the terraces of Chrysanthemum 

bloom from the tiny pompoms to the big 
sbaggy fellows. 

"Specialize ?"-if we must not on one 
~ , 

hu t mally. I 

WILDLINGS OF NORTHERN 
ILLINOIS AND THE RARE 

AMERICAN LOTUS 
By Mrs. Jean Druley J ensen, Fox Lake, Ill. , 

Regional Vice President, National Hor­
ticultural Society, fo r the South-

east Midland. 

~orthern Illinois, wit h its rolling 
"ooded hills, ri h soil and many inland 
lakes and sloughs, is no laggard in the 
nymber and variety of its wild flowers, 
eit her on land or water. 

0111mencing with the Blood-I'ot in the 
pring and ending with the asters and 

Joe P:Ve IVeed in the fa ll , there is alway.3 
something in bIos 0111. Among those that 
have 110t yet been mentioned by the Fel­
low, of the National Horticultural 0·' 

ciety 0 f America in other states are: 
Too tit <l.' 0 r t, M ay-a pple, Dutc hm a 11: s 
Brecc/lcs, Creat lVliite Trillium, Bhu1 
and Yello'1.C! Violets, Red Osier Dogwood, 
lJawtllOms, Wild Cmb-a.pples, Thimble-
7c'ced) Cul'V{'J"s Root) Elder, Button Bush, 
Pokeweed) Wild Balsam Applc, Queen 
Au ne' s Lace) Slla!ee Root) B el17.CJort) 
Toad/lax) J ewe/-weed, Evening Pril1l -
7'ose, Smooth Fa/se Fox Glove, Spring 
Beauty, the Pin!?) Orange and TlIhite 
L1!illl'l,C!eeds, Pin!t KlIotweed, Colu11lbine) 
TVallO-robin, TtlI'll's Cap DiZ')', Trnmpet 
HOJle'),sLlc/de, Cranesbill) Nightshade, 
Bergal1lot) Polemonilll1L, and Jack in the 
Pulpit. 

Old settlers tell me that the pink and 
yellow varieties of the Lady Slipper were 
abundant here at one time, though I have 
never seen them here. I believe both to 
,be extinct in this locality. 

The many shallow lakes fi lled with 
wi ld rice and celery make this section an 
ideal feeding and breeding place for 
ducks and other wild waterfovvl. 

vVe h a v e several aquatic flo wers 
worthy of special mention. First and 
foremost is the Ra;re A111,erican Lot~ts, 
which grows here in Grass Lake in great 
profusion. Acres and acres of it as far 
as the eye can s·ee it lifts its great 
g-reenish yellow bloom and gives out its 
heavy perfume. It was thought at one 
time that this was the only bed on the 
continent but 1 understand that there are 
small beds in the Illinois and Mississippi 
Rivers. Small beds have also lately 
started in Nippersink and Pistakee L akes . 
These colonies probably started from 
roots and seeds that have come down 
with the current and ice in the spring, 
from the . larger bed. 

This flower , unlike the common water 
lily, does not lie on the water. Both the 
leaves and the flowers are borne on long 
stiff stems and stand up at least a foot 
out of the wa ter. The blossoms are as 
large as a plate. These beds are a won­
derful sight and excursion boats make 
trips to them twice daily during the 
flowering season whi ch commences about 

the middle of July and there are still 
some in bloom at that time in September. 
After the flower facies, the cone-shaped 
seed pod increases in size until it is three 
or four inches in diameter. The seeds 
inside become almost as hard as flint. 
The seed pods and leaves are gathered 
in immense quantities and are carried to 
th~ city where they are dried and deco­
rated in the various shades of bronze, 
and mixed with other bronze weeds, they 
are mad e up into beautiful, winter 
bouquets which bring a handsome price. 

There is an old legend that the seed 
of the Lotus was ground into flower by 
the Indians and made into bread. 

On the way to the Lotus bed another 
water- loving plant attracts one's atten­
tion, and on questioning the boatsman, 
one is told that it is Piclurel Weed, 
Pontedel'ia cordata.) a homely name for 
such a pretty flower which has handsome 
arrow-shaped leaves. These leaves are 
also gathered, dried and used in making 
up winter bouquets. 

Other beautiful floral displays a(e 
seen when the several varieties of Thor11S 
and W ·ild C?'abs are in bloom; at V1:01et 
time; when the White T?'illiwr. is ill 
flower; when the ll1a.ndral?e has all its 
fairy umbrellas up and still later in the 
golden time of the Goldenrod. 

BUREAU OF REGISTRATION 
AND EVALUATION 

The National Horticultural Society of 
America officially endorses the work un­
dertaken by the A mer'ican ] 01:ni C On1-
mittee on N 01nenclature) and the work 
undertaken in this field by the several 
national societies sponsoring single hor­
ticultural subj ects. It is the aim of the 
Society not to duplicate the work no,v 
carried on so successfully by the several 
agencies. Any requests for registration 
received that come properly within their 
fields will be forwarded to the societies 
concerned . The National Horticultural 
S.ociety will, however, maintain a Bureau 
of Regist?'ation and E valuation for the 
registration of plants that are l1'ot spon­
sored by a national society. As soon as 
practicable, test gardens will be estab­
lished in connection with the American 
N ati01~al Botanical Gardens to be spon­
sored 111 each of the Regional Districts, 
and all plants registered with the Society 
wi.ll . be tested, at the request of the 
ongmator, as to quality and hardiness, 
and the results will be published, 

The S ta,nding C o 1n1-nittee on N omen­
clat~tre) Registration and Evaluation of 
The National Horticultural Society has 
not as yet made its report, and for the 
pre~ent, ~he fo!lowing informal system of 
regIstratIOn w1l1 be used until the report 
of the Committee is ready: 

(1) Registration of Botanical species 
and varieties. 

(2) Regi stration of originator's name 
and general descript ion of horticulturai 
varieties. 

(3) Regi stra tion of meri torious horti-
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cultural varieties based upon reports 
from the official test gardens, and a 
symposium of the votes of the Fellows 
of the Society. 

Amateur and professional originators 
are requested to forward descriptions of 
new horticultural varieties to the Reg­
istr;)r of the Society. Botanical species 
and varieties will also be published. Only 
plants that do not come within the 
province of a recognized national society 
such as the A. P . S., A. r. S., A. G. S., 
A. R. S., A. D. S., A. F. S., etc., are 
eligible to registration. 

Registration 
R udbeckia intermedia sp. nov. (]. R. 

McLELAND). 
In the autumn of 1919, Dr. J. R. 

McLeland, Pleasanton, Kansas, sent a 
Rudbeckia labeled, "Rudbeckia la,ciniate 
-What?" to Mr. C. Z. Nelson, and in 
1920 it flowered and proved to be of no 
near relation to R udbeckia laciniata ex­
cept in the construction of the leaves. A 
comparison with other known North 
American species proves it to be new 
with Rudbeckia s~~btomentosa as the 
nearest species. 'The foHowing descrip­
tion was submitted by Mr. Nelson. 

Rudbeckia intermedia, sp. nov. Pur­
bulent branching perennial, 1 m. to l i m. 
high; leaves bright green and finely 
rough hi spid; the lowest long petioled, 
pinnate, with 5 to 7 cut or lobed leaflets; 
the terminal much the largest, decurrent 
to the nex t pair and often irregularly 
lobed; the upper three: pinnate or parted, 
to simple; all sharply serrate except some 
of the upper reduced ones; all lance 
ovate and taper pointed; heads large, 6 
to 8 cm. broad; rays commonly 20 
orange; disk rich brown, hemispherical 
at maturity, 2t cm. broad. A handsome 
and hardy species. Type locality: South 
of Pleasanton, Kansas. Range: South 
and Westward. (]. R. McLELAND.) 

Dodecatheon ltttescens sp. nov. (c. Z. 
NELSON. 

While on one of his collecting trips in 
northern Kentucky in 1918 Mr. C. Z. 
Nelson discovered a new Dodecatheon. 
The following description was submitted 
py Mr. Nelson: 

Dodecatheon It£tescens sp. nov. Leaves 
yellowish green with brownish midrib; 
lanceolate, erect, undulate or crenate, 
ta pering into a broad petiole 2 dm. long, 
and 6 cm. broad; flo wers small for the 
size of the pl·ant, several in the umbel; 
pale yellow with a brown ring at the 
base ; anthers light brown; capsule ovate, 
acute, shorter than the calyx lobes. Type 
locality: ravines along Otter Creek, 32 
miles northwest of Louisville, Ky. Range: 
Southward into Tennessee and Westward 
to Mt. Vernon, I1l. (c. Z. NELSON.) 

A suggested revision of the two 
genera, Rudebeckia and Dodecatheon, by 
Mr. Nelson will be published in later 
issues of the Magazine. 

New Species of the Cactus 
Mr. Nelson has four species of the 

Cactus to his credit, and a fifth species 
has persistently failed to bloom for Mr. 

:_i:·::"·""~~~~~~::.~:~~~~~~:~~~~~:'''·'''';_:; 
Reminescences, Questions, 

Answers 
~(IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 1111111101111111111111111[';: 

It is the aim of The National Horti­
cultural Society of Am,erica to encourage 
the founding of a comprehensive loca l 
horticultural society in every American 
municipality that is not already blessed 
with such an organization, and the So­
ciety will lend its influence toward the 
founding of at least one American N a­
tional Botanical Carden in each of the 
Regional Districts. 

The Grand Forlls Hortic$£lturral So­
ciet)1 was founded by the Fellows of The 
National Horticultural Society of Amer­
ica resident in Grand Forks, N . D., and 
vicinity. The Society is affiliated with 
the National Society, and the Magazine 
will be its official organ. The purpose 
of the Society is to promote horticulture 
in all its branches in Grand Forks, N. D., 
and vicinity. The Society will encourage 
school gardening, stage flower, vegetable 
and fruit exhibitions, and will sponsor 
the American National Botanical Garden 
for the Northwest Midland to be estab-

Nelson after nine year under cultiva­
tion. Dr. J. N. Rose has grown it fOl 
three years and has had the same ex­
perience. The publication of this species 
has therefore been much delayed. It is 
reported, however, that the species has 
flo wered for Dr. H. Winert, of BeTlin, 
to whom specimens were sent, and that 
he is about to publish the description of 
the species. Dr. \"linert's description 
wi ll be re-published in the Magazine as 
soon as possible. 

IN MEMORIAM 
NANNIE ELIZABETH ALLEN 

It is with the deepest regret that we an­
nounce the calling fro m her earthly 
activities of one of the Charter Fellows of 
The Nation al Horticultural Society of 
America, Mrs. Nannie Elizabeth (White) 
Allen, of Clinton, Missouri. Mrs. Allen was 
born in Illinois March 26, 1859, and moved 
with her parents to their farm home near 
Clinton, Missouri , in 1868. Here she was 
married, February 8, 1877, to Mr. Albert M. 
Allen, who survives her. Besides her hus­
band, she leaves a son, Mr. Ernest M. Allen, 
and a ten-year-old grand-daughter, Miss 
Lila Frances Allen , to mourn her loss. Mrs. 
Allen was called from her earthly home on 
January 25, 1923, and was buried in Engle 
wood Cemetery on January 28, 1923. Be­
sides her family and neighbors, a wide circle 
of pen friends will be grieved to learn that 
she has gone from among us, for she pos­
sessed the gift of radiating good cheel" and 
love to all who were fortunate enough to 
have ever received her letters. She was my 
pen fr'iend for many years, and I know I am 
only one of the many who will miss her 
greatly. She shed her sweet influence on 
all while still with us, and noWl that she is 
gone on before, her sweet radiance shall 
abide with LIS until we too shall go on and 
be with her once more in the place where 
there will be no more partings. 

FANNIE MAHOOD HEATH. 

Ii shed at Grand Forks, N. D. Following 
the noble example of the St. Thomas 
Horticultura;l Society, the new Society 
wi ll aim to make Grand Forks a second 
"Flower City" by encouraging especially 
the mass planting of the choicest flowers 
such as peonies, irises, roses, hardy 
phloxes, gladoli , dahlias, etc. 

Mrs. J ean D. J ensen, F ox Lake, Ill., 
will be pleased to procure native Illinois 
plants for those who wish to exchange. 

A copy of "Warld Agriculture," the 
official organ of The World Agriculture 
Society, edited by Prof. Laurence H. 
Parker, Amherst, Mass., was received 
recently. It is a quarterly journal of in­
formation on the world aspects of agri­
culture and country life, and should 
especially appeal to the Fellows of the 
Society resident in the country. 

"U rge school gardens at every schoo!." 
(National Garden Week Program.) 

One of the most important horticul­
tural events of the season will be the 
National Peony Show to be staged at 
S t. Paul, Minn ., June 10 to 17th, under 
the auspices of The Ame1'ican Peony So­
ciet'V and the local.horticultural societies 
of Minneapoli s and St. Pau!' Exhibitors 
from all part of the Un ited States and 
Canada will compete, and all horticul­
turists who can will attend without any 
nrg1l1g. 

LITERATURE OF THE TRADE 
For the convenience of the Fellows of the 

Society the literature of the horticultural 
trade r eceived by the Secretary will be 
bri e fly reviewed. 
O. L. RINGLE, Wausau, Wis.-"A List of 

Peony Novelties," pp. 14 ; a catalog of 
choice varieties. 

D. M. ANDREWS, Rockmont Nul's e l' y, 
Boulder, Co l o.-"New or Noteworthy 
Plants, 1923," pp. 16 and cover; a catalog 
of native herbaceous plants, shrubs and 
trees that should be in all complete col­
lections. 

B. H. FARR, WyomiSSing, Pa.-Vol. I, No. 
1, "Better P lants," February, 1923; a val­
uable trade paper that should appeal to 
all interested in horticulture. 

CLARENCE W. HUBBARD, 6144 Lakewood 
Ave .. Chicago, Ill.-"Price List of Choice 
Poenies." 

JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, INC., Floral Park, 
N. Y.-"Childs' 1923," pp. 144 and cover; 
vegetable, field and flower seeds; plants, 
summer flowering b u I b s, greenhouse 
plants, hardy herbaceous plants, shrubs, 
vines, trees, e tc. 
"Home and School Gardening for Chil­
dren, 1923," PP. 16 ; Junior catalog for 
school children ; contains valuable cul­
tura l directions a nd garden plans. 

LUTHER BURBANK, Santa Rosa, Calif.­
"Burbank Seeds, 1923," Bulletin No. 63; 
pp . 32 and cover; the famous Burbank 
originations. 

TEMPLIN-C ROC K E T T-BRADLEY CO., 
5700 Detroit Ave., Cleveland, O.-"Seed 
H eadquartres"; pp. 40 and cover; vege­
table and flower seeds; plants, bulbs, 
fr uits, etc. 

GARDENS OF SMELDLEY, Waterloo, Ia. '­
" Extristrong Gladiolus Price List. " 

A. E. KUNDERD, Goshen, Ind.-"Catalogue 
of the KundeI'd Gla dioli for 1923"; pp. 56 
and cover; an illustra t ed catalog of the 
famous Kunderd originations. 
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