


Board Member Retires at Annual Meeting 
The Society extends its sincere 
thanks and a goodbye to Mrs. 
Frances]. Poetker, a dedicated mem
ber of our Board of Directors who 
has served for the past nine years 
(1978-1987). Mrs. Poetker's term ex
pired at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Horticultural Society, held 
on May 13th in New York City, New 
York. In addition to serving on the 
Horticultural Awards Committee, Mrs. 
Poetker was a member of the Soci
ety's Professional Horticulture Advi
sory Council. She and her husband, 
Mr. Joseph Poetker, donated flowers 
for this year's Annual Meeting and in 
addition, Mrs. Poetker created some 
magnificent floral arrangements for 
the AHS Awards Banquet. This lovely 
contribution, which was the Poetker's 
50th-anniversary present to each 
other, was appreciated by all who at
tended the Banquet. 

The Society has decided to present 
a new award at its annual Awards 
Banquet, in Mrs. Poetker's honor. 
The Frances]. Poetker Award will be 
presented to a floral artist--either 
amateur or professional--of national 
reputation who has, over an ex
tended period of time, generously 
given of his or her inspirational tal
ents. Artists who have contributed to 
floral design, teaching, andlor writ
ing, and who have, through the 
use of plant material, enhanced 
American aesthetics will be 
honored. 

American 
Horticulturist 

VOLUME 66 NUMBER 7 

PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR, Barbara W .. Ellis. EDITOR 
A Brooke Russell. ART DIRECTOR, Rebecca K McClimans. 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR, Brian C. Linle. PRODUcnON 
ASSISTANT, Lynn M. Lynch. ASSISTANT TO THE EDITOR, 
Manha Palermo. MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, Sallie 
Hutcheson. ADVERTISING, Cindy Weakland. 

Address all editOrial correspondence to: The Editor, 
American Horticulturist, American Horticultural 
Sociery, Box 0105, Mount Vernon, Virginja 22121. 
AMERICAN HORTICULTURIST, ISSN 0096·4417, is published 
monthly by [he American HOrticultural $ocie£y, 7931 East 
Boulevard Drive. Alexandria. Virginia 22308, 703·768·5700. 
Dues for membership in the Sociery stan at S25 per year, $12 
of which is for AMERICAN HORTICULTURIST. Copyright @ 

1987 by the American Horticultural Society. The American 
Horticultura l Society is a non 4 profit organization. 
Contributions are deduaible for income tax purposes. 
Second-class poslage paid at Alexandria, Virginia and a[ 
additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Please send Form 
3579 to AMERICAN HORTICULTURIST. Box 0105. Mount 
Vernon, Virginia 22121. 

2 • JULY 1987 

Mr. and Mrs. David Rockefeller accepting the Society's National Adtievement Award 
from Mr. Everitt Miller, AHS President, and Mrs. Carolyn Marsh Lindsay, Awards 
Chairman. 

The Apple o/Our Eye 
The Applewood Seed Company of 
Arvada, Colorado, deserves a special 
"hats off" from the staff and mem
bers of AHS. The company has sup
ported Society projects for numerous 
years, and has provided priceless 
consultation. to staff horticulturists. 
Since the late 1970's, Applewood has 
annually provided bulk quantities of 
seed for a large number of selections 
in our Seed Program. Thanks to Ap
plewood, seeds of such unusual 
plants as Jacaranda, Cilia, and Jeru
salem cherry have rounded out our 
program, stimulating the interest of 
our members and keeping them 
coming back for more. Large quan-

tities of packaged seed have been 
made available to AHS, for use in 
participant packages at our Annual 
Meetings, due to donations from Ap
plewood. In addition, Applewood has 
conSistently provided the Society 
with large quatities of various 
meadow seed mixtures for use in the 
River Farm wildflower meadow, thus 
greatly enhancing the educational 
value of this effort. 

As is sometimes the case with 
close friends and associates, we have 
neglected to show our great appreci
ation for these fine deeds. We'd like 
to do so now: Bushels of thanks, 
Applewood! 

c 



Whafs Happening 

A gnarled old walnut tree at River Farm. 

Summer is here! Everyone seems to 
be seeking the shade of the beautiful 
old trees that grace the River Farm 
property, in order to keep out of the 
hot summer sun. What stories those 
ancient trees might tell if only they 
could speak. Some of the gnarled old 
walnut trees are thought to have 
been planted during George Wash
ington's ownership of River Farm. 

Cool breezes from the river blow 
across the wildflower meadow and 
over the "ha-ha" wall, providing an 
absolutely idyllic summer setting for 
all who visit. The "ha-ha" wall is an 
18th-century structure that kept graz
ing livestock within pasture areas and 
out of the garden. Because of this, a 
sweeping vista to the river beyond 
was left open. 

If you have not yet been to River 
Farm, perhaps you might want to in
clude it in your vacation plans while 
you 're in the Washington area. Or, if 
you live nearby, we are just a short 
distance from Old Town Alexandria. 
It is such a lovely place, and one we 
especially want to share with all of 
our members. We hope the follow
ing activities will provide a little ex
tra incentive for you to plan a visit. 
Dahlia Day. Saturday, September 
12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Once again, this 
special day will provide an opportu
nity for members and other inter-

ested gardeners to visit our Dahlia 
Test Garden, one of nine such gar
dens in the United States. Experts 
will be on hand to answer your gar
dening questions, and the dahlias 
will no doubt be gorgeous! The 
other gardens here at River Farm will 
also be lovely at that time of year. 
Admission: AHS members, $1; non
members, $2; children under 12, 
free. 
Autumn Festival. Sunday, October 
4, 11 a.m.-4 p .m. The Autumn Festi
val is always a delight, as autumn is a 
particularly beautiful time of year 
here. The chrysanthemums and dahl
ias are in spectacular bloom, and the 
foliage at River Farm is showing 
splendid color. Numerous activities 
are planned for this year, among 
them exhibits by various plant socie
ties; arts and crafts; and the sale of 
plants, bulbs, gardening books, and 
other gardening items. Refreshments 
may be purchased and enjoyed as 
you stroll around the grounds. Ad
mission: AHS members, $2; non
members, $3 ; children under 12, 
free. 

For more information, please write 
or call me at the Society: Sharon 
Barnes, P.O. Box 0105, Mount Ver
non, VA 22121, (703) 768-5700. 

-Sharon Barnes, 
Public Relations Director 

o Please send me a Free Catalog. 
o Please send me Mammoth Dar

win Hybrids/IOO. 
o Payment enclosed $ __ _ 
o Charge to: 

o Master Card 0 Visa 
Exp. Date _______ _ 
Act. No. ________ _ 
Name _________ _ 
Address ________ _ 
City _________ _ 
State c ______ Zip __ 

Stillbrook Farm 
Maple Street, 307-E, Litchfield, CT 06759 
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Gardener's Dateline 
July 1-4 
American Gloxinia & Gesneriad 
Society Annual Convention 
The Landmark at Metairie, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. Information: George Wagues
pack, Registrar, AGGS Annual Convention, 
334 Halsey Dr. , Harahan, LA 70123. 

July 3-10 
Course: "The Protection & 
Conservation of Historic Landscapes, 
Parks & Gardens" 
West Dean House, West Sussex, England. 
Information: The Lecture Organizer, West 
Dean College, West Dean, Nr. Chichester, 
West Sussex P018 OQZ England, Tel: Sin
gleton (0243 63) 301 

July 6-10 
Course: Landscaping with 
Groundcovers 
Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, 
Pennsylvania. Registration: $155. Informa
tion: Longwood Gardens, Continuing Ed
ucation Department, PO Box 501 , Kennett 
Square, PA 19348, (215) 388-6741 , Ext. 516. 

July 7-8 
Course: "Urban Design Charette" 
Department of Architecture and Planning, 
Catholic University, Washington, DC. In
formation: Thomas Walton, Department 
of Architecture, The Catholic University of 
America, Washington, DC 20064, (202) 
635-5188. 

July 7 -August 7 
Course: "Gardens & Urban Landscape" 
Department of Architecture and Planning, 
Catholic University, Washington, DC. In
formation: Thomas Walton, Department 
of Architecture and Planning, The Catho
lic University of America, Washington, DC 
20064, (202) 635-5188. 

July 9-10 
Agri-Tech '87 
Virginia Tech Horticultural Gardens, 
Blacksburg, Virginia. Information: William 
Allen, Agri-Tech Coordinator, 101 
Hutcheson Hall, Virginia Tech, Blacks
burg, VA 24061 , (703) 961-5299. 

July 9-12 
Marigold Society of America Annual 
Meeting 
Lompoc, California. Information: Gordon 
Marten, 2437 Moreno Dr. , Los Angeles, 
CA 90039, (213) 661-3002 

July 14-16 
Course: "Trees for the Titnes" 
Pittsburgh Civic Garden Center, Pitts-
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burgh, Pennsylvania. Information: Alle
gheny County Extension Service, 1520 
Penn Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15222, (412) 
392-8540. 

July 19-22 
National Herb Growing and 
Marketing Conference 
Purdue University's Dept. of Horticulture 
and Cooperative Extension Service, Inter
national Herb Growers and Marketers As
sociation. Adam's Mark Hotel , Indianapo
lis, Indiana. Information:- Dr. James Simon 
or Laura Clavio, Horticulture Bldg. , Pur
due University, West Lafayette, IN 49709. 

July 19-23 
American Society of Plant 
Physiologists Annual Meeting 
Chase Park Plaza Hotel , St. Louis, Mis
souri. Information: ASPP 1987 Annual 
Meeting Registration , 15501-A Monona 
Drive, Rockville, MD 20855. 

July 22-25 
Society of American Florists Annual 
Convention 
St. Louis, Missouri. Information: Beth 
Grandel, SAF, 1601 Duke St. , Alexandria, 
VA 22314. 

July 24-August 1 
International Botanical Congress 
West Berlin, Germany. Information: The 
Secretary, XIV International Botanical 
Congress, K6nigin-Luise-Str. 6-8, 0-1000 
Berlin 33, (030) 831-60-10. 

July 26 
Lecture: "A Native American Guide 
to Woodland Plants & Trees" 
Museum theater, Plimoth Plantation, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. Admission: 
Members, $2.00; non-members, $3.00. In
formation : Donna DeFabio, Plimoth Plan
tation, PO Box 1620, Plymouth, MA 
02360, (617) 746-1622. 

July 26-28 
National Council for Therapy & 
Rehabilitation Through Horticulture 
Annual Conference 
Houston, Texas. Information: Maria Ga-

baldo, HTR, clo Community Re-entry Ser
vices of Michigan, 216 St. Mary's Lake 
Road, Battle Creek, MI 49017, (616) 962-
9529. 

July 31-August 2 
Natural Organic Farmers Association 
Summer Conference 
Williams College, Williamstown, Massa
chusetts. Information: NOFA 1987 Sum
mer Conference, Jack Kittredge & Julie 
Rawson, RFD #2, Barre, MA 01005, (617) 
355-2853 

August 3-7 
Perennial Plant Symposium 
Perennial Plant Association. Omni Inter
national Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland. In
formation: Dr. Steven M. Still, 2001 Fyffe 
Court, Columbus, Ohio 43210, (614) 292-
6027. 

August 9-13 
American Institute of Biological 
Sciences Annual Meeting 
The Ohio State University, Columbus 
Ohio. Information: Louise Salmon, Meet
ings Manager, AlBS, 730 11th Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20001 , (202) 628-1500. 

August 15-16 
Eastern International Gladiolus Show 
Northwest Ohio Gladiolus Society. To
ledo, Ohio. Information: Vince Sattler, 
4919 Angola Rd., Toledo, OH 43615, 
(419) 382-4260. 

August 15-23 
Southern California Home & Garden 
Show 
Anaheim Convention Center, Anaheim, 
California. Information: George Colouris, 
501 N. Brookhurst, Suite 100, Anaheim, 
CA 92801 , (714) 635-8330. 

August 17-21 
Association of Zoological 
Horticulture Annual Conference 
Calgary Zoo, Botanical Garden & Prehis
toric Park, Alberta, Canada. Information: 
Don Peterkin, Horticulturist, Calgary Zoo, 
Botanical Garden & Prehistoric Park, Box 
3036, Station B, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2M 4R8, (403) 265-9310. 

August 27-28 
Conference: Exterior Landscape 
Contracting 
Associated Landscape Contractors of 
America, Red Lion Inn, Portland, Oregon. 
Information: Rebecca Crocker, ALCA, 405 
North Washington Street, Falls Church, 
VA 2204q, (703) 241-4004. 



4' Country Casual Chippendale l/, 
19" Gloster Planter 

A superior collection 
of diverse designs 
from England's major 
joineries and 
custom workshops. 

SOLID TEAKWOOD 
• BENCHES 
• CHAIRS 
• TABLES 
• SWINGS 
• PLANTERS 

for park, church, school, 
office or private garden 

MADE IN ENGLAND 

Country 
Casual 

The Garden and Leisure Furniture Specialists 

Mendip Suite: 6 ' Bench, Mendip Master Chair, 5 ' Bench, Chinese Wheel Pattern 
Table 

6'6" Lutyens 

Immediate Shipment from our own Maryland 
warehouse. Country Casual pays the freight. 

16 pg. colour catalogue $2.00 

Country Casual - CAH 

5' Windermere, Matching Chair and Wiltshire Low Table 

17317 Germantown Road, Germantown, Md. 20874-2999 
(301) 540-0040/ Metro D.C. #428-3434 
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Fm greener, healthier, more 
vigorous houseplants, Oxygen Plus 
is the best-performing plant food you 
can buy University tests prove it. 

Mixed with water, Oxygen Plus 
releases critically-needed oxygen at 
the root level to protect against the 
#1 causes of houseplant failure
compacted soil and overwatering. 
Oxygen Plus delivers essential nutri
ents everytime you water-even if 
you overwater. 

Oxygen Plus. There's simply 
nothing better for your plants. Let 
us prove it. 

Buy one 8 oz. bottle for the regular price 
of $2.99 and we'll send the second 
bottle FREE! 
Send order with a check or money order 
to Plant Research Laboratories, P.O. Box 
3976, Laguna Hills, California 92654. For 
additional orders, please call 1 (800) 
221-2589 (OUTSIDE CALlF.), (714) 
721-0153 (INSIDE CALlF.), or instruct 
us on your personal stationery. 

: Name ________ _ 

I Address --------

I City State _ Zip __ 
I © 1987. Plant Research L.1boratories 

I HOR ----------
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ener's 
Checklist 

T he months of July and August 
can bring total disaster to a 
garden if rainfall is inade

quate, or if one allows pests and 
other problems that crop up during 
this part of summer to take over. But 
don 't worry-we're going to suggest 
some solutions to these and other ca
lamities that will help keep your 
summer days trouble free . 
• If you are hosting a picnic or 
other outdoor party, be sure your 
guest's children don't eat part of one 
or more of the plants in your yard. 
Some plants can be very harmful or 
even fatal if eaten. You might want to 
identify the potentia.lly harmful plants 
ahead of time and rope them off or 
otherwise deter little hands from 
coming too close. 

The following plants, or parts of 
plants, have toxic agents that can be 
hazardous to your health. Please con
tact your local Poison Control Center 
(see your telephone directory) for 
more information on these and other 
plants that could aCCidently be eaten: 
Pbytolacca americana (poke
weed)-roots, mature leaves, fruit, 
and seed; Gloriosa rothschildi
ana (glory lily)-stems, leaves, 
seeds, and tubers; Ricinus commu
nis (castor bean)-seeds; Dieffen
bachia (dumbcane)-entire plant; 
Wisteria (wisteria)-pods and 
seeds; Iris (iris)-underground 
stem and bulbs; Delphinium (lark
spur)-young plants and seeds; 
Rheum (rhubarb )-leaves; Dicen
tra cucullaria (Dutchman's 
breeches)-leaves and roots; Digi
talis (foxglove)-leaves and seeds; 
Rhododendron (rhododen
dron)-entire plant; Robinia 
pseudoacacia (black locust)
bark, foliage, and young sprouts; 
Sanguinaria canadensis 
(bloodroot)-underground stem, 
roots. 
• If you are planning to add trees or 
shrubs to your landscape this sum
mer, be sure to consider the follow-

ing items when purchasing new 
plants from a nursery: 1. Make sure 
plants aren 't pot bound. If you sus
pect that they are, check to see if 
roots have circled the pot or are too 
tightly packed. (Ask the nurseryman 
to slide the plant out of its pot so 
you can inspect the roots.) Check for 
girdling roots that encircle the stem 
of the plants. They will literally 
choke trees to death. Also, make sure 
plants have good feeder roots. For 
example, if a balled and burlapped 
tree that is just being removed from 
a mulch bed has roots growing out
side of the burlap, this usually indi
cates the presence of good feeder 
roots. New burlap and losely balled 
trees oftentimes indicate young or 
pruned rootstock, both of which 
could have insignificant feeder roots. 
2. Check closely for insect infesta
tions. 3. Look for significant die-back. 
Leaves should be lush green, not 
scorched, and there should be few, if 
any, dead twigs. Also, avoid plants 
that exhibit excessively lush growth. 
They may have been over-fertilized 
or may be greenhouse-grown and 
not yet acclimated to the out-of
doors. 4. Inspect trees to see if they 
have been properly pruned. Look at 
the branch structure and notice any 
branches that are crossing over and 
rubbing a.gainst each other. Are there 
any wounds? Do the crotches of the 
branches form a 45° angle? Remem
ber, wide crotches are stronger than 
narrow ones. Avoid double-trunked 
trees that under normal circumstan
ces should have a single trunk. More 
trunks aren't always better; they 



sometimes weaken the base of the 
tree which can later be damaged by 
weather. 5. Compare prices to get a 
feel for the average price of the plant 
you want to buy. Sale prices don't al
ways mean quality stock. 6. Watch 
closely for mislabeled plants and 
misplaced prices. 
• If you're like most gardeners, you 
probably don't like to hover over 
your plants and hand water for two 
to four hours, or turn on your sprin
kler, go out, and return to a massive 
puddle in the middle of your lawn. If 
you do, our hat goes off to you. 
However, there are automated sys
tems that can do the work for you. 
Why waste valuable time watering 
your plants, when you can spend that 
time weeding or solving other prob
lems in the garden? 

Many hardware stores carry timers 
that connect to an outdoor faucet. 
Some will even work 24 hours 
'round-the-clock, and give a digital 
reading of the amount of water that 

has been used. As a general rule, two 
hours of watering per week is suffi
cient, with increased periods during 
severe droughts. The best time to 
water is between dawn and 11 a. m. 
In hotter regions around the United 
States, watering later in the day could 
scorch the tender leaves of plants. 
Watering in the evening can encour
age fungal, pest, and other infesta
tions that can hamper a plant's 
performance. 
• If you didn 't get a chance to mulch 
this spring, it's not too late to do so 
now! Mulching can control soil ero
sion, promote root growth, conserve 
moisture, control weeds, improve 
soil structu re, add nutrients, control 
diseases, provide winter protection, 
and beautify your garden. Research
ers in Louisiana are even working on 
pre-emergence, herbicide-treated 
mulch that provides weed control fo r 
thirty weeks. 

-Brian C. Little, 
Gardeners' Information Service 

The following is a list of different types of mulches that 
you might want to try in your garden this year. * 

Type of Mulch Depth Decomposition Rate Comments 

Hulls 
Buckwheat 3"-4" med ium da rk colo r 
Cocoa 3"-4" med ium supplies potaSh 
Peanut 2"-3" medium supp lies N-P-K 

Inorganic Mulches 

Gravel 1" no ne h ides standing water 
Marble Chips 1" no ne aesthe tica lly pleasing 
Sand 1" none retains mo isture 

Films (cover with mulch) 

Black Plastic 1" none excludes light 
Newspaper 1" fast breaks down too fast 
Mulching Pape r 1" slow excelle nt weed contro l 

Barks 

Fir 2"-3" slow good weed contro l 
Pin(l 2"-3/1 slow good weed control 
Shredded hardwood 2"- 3" medium good weed contro l 

Peat Moss 

Ho nicultural 2"-3" medium not good ; pulls moisture 
grade from the so il; washes 

Chunky 2"-3" medium away; fo rms a crust 

Wood 

uncomposted chips 2" slow apply N-P-K unde rneath 
fibers 2" medium tends to crust 

Miscellaneous 
Compost 2"-3" fast good soil conditio ne r 
Grass Clippings 2" fast decomposition causes excessive 

heat; odo r attracts insects that 
harbo r disease 

Hay or Straw 3/1- 4" fast can improve soil , can carry 
weed seed 

Pine Needles 2"- 3" slow insulate the soil 

• All of these mulches can be purchased from local nurseries -and garden centers in your area. Some can be found in your yard. 

NOW •• BYMAILI 
UNUSUAL, HARD
TO-FIND FWWER 
ARRANGING SUPPLIES: 
Tools, Techniques, 7Hcks 
of the Trade! 

I)~'" 
The ORIGINAL 

FLOWER GATHERER 
The patented 
feature of 
this precision 
tool is that a 
bloom can now 
be picked, cut 
from the stem, 
and held in 
a single operation! 
Use for cutting vines as 
well as flowers. Made in Switzerland by the 
makers of the original Swiss Army Officers' 
Knives. 

12.95 
Postage [, handling included; 

Calif. res add sales tax. 

M.C. & VISA ACCEPTED 

The Keth Company 
p.o. Box 645 

Corona del Mar, CA 92625 

THE CATALOG - 1.00 

Its ~rm~t for 
the Very Finest in 
Miniature Roses 

~ YEast 'fG ''IT ' 
1f/!JIor Roses, I('IC, YYe carry the best 
t'I\('I\atllfe 

selection, featur-
ing the very best 
of the older and 
the very newest 
varieties. 

rtj---~-~-:~--~;--;~::--~-~-~~~------l 

~~:~lOg Today! i 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

.for~t Miniature Roses, Inc . 
58 Hammond Street , Dept. AH 
Rowley , Massachusetts 01969 

_ ... ---------------------------------------_ ....... ----------
AMERICAN HORTICULTURIST • 7 



'llow-To" Hintsjor July Gardeners 
Dried Florals Capture Summer's Glory· 

S ummer is here, surrounding 
us with triggers to our senses 
that are beyond compare: a 

cool breeze blowing across perspir
ing skin; the taste of plump, juicy 
raspberries fresh from the plant; the 
sound of honeybees buzzing by in 
search of nectar; the $mell of wild 
onions cut by a lawnmower; and of 
course, the sight of the vast array of 
colorful wild and culHvated flowers 
that bedeck our meadows and gar
dens. We can capture the spirit of 
summer and immortalize it if we 
wish-stretch it far into the cold, 
dark recesses of winter. All it takes is 
a few of nature's bountiful products 
and a little creativity of our own. 

Gathering Materials 
Drying plant materials is an easy and 
aesthetically rewarding way to pre
serve a piece of summer's glory. The 
best time to gather plant materials is 
right now, extending into fall, as this 
is the time mother nature pulls out 
all the stops and produces in abun
dance. (However, be sure to collect 
before grasses and flowers are 
spoiled by damp autumn weather.) 
Since the idea is to remove all the 
moisture from your plant materials, 
collect them on a dry day, waiting 
until late morning, after the dew 
dries. Gather flowers before they are 
in full bloom; they will continue to 
mature as they dry (proViding you 
are not pressing them). Make sure 
that you gather flowers in differing 
stages of maturity so that you have a 
variety of sizes to work with. Keep in 
mind the ultimate use of the material 
while you are gathering, and be sure 
to collect a wide variety of plants 
with interesting shapes, sizes, colors, 
and textures. Also, be sure to collect 
undamaged specimens so you don 't 
waste your time preparing imperfect 
ones; they don 't get any more perfect 
after drying. 

Pressed Plants 
If you are pressing flowers , choose 
plants with thin leaves and petals; 
plants with a high water content are 
not suitable. (Berries, however, often 
add a particular beauty, and may be 
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pressed by wrapping them in facial 
tissue as long as they don 't have 
large seeds inside.) And remember: 
simple flowers often are the most ef
fective and beautiful in a pressed 
flower arrangement. 

Place each type of flower and/or 
stem on a newspaper blotter (several 
layers of newspaper) , and form all 
materials to a shape that represents 
how you want your finished product 
to look. Fold the newspaper in half 
to cover the plant, and place the 
plant and blotter between two pieces 
of corrugated cardboard. (Corrugated 
cardboard allows air to circulate 
more readily.) Press open, flat flow
ers face down. You may wish to 
curve the plant's stems-if so, fasten 
them with adhesive tape. If you are 
feeling particularly patient, you might 
want to cut off all stems and leaves 
and press these separately from the 
flowers. Never press dissimilar types 
of flowers or stems between the 
same layer of cardboard; thicker 
flowers and stems will prevent thin
ner ones from receiving the correct 
amount of pressure. 

Press buds and flowers in profile; 
tubular flowers must be cut in half 
beforehand. When you are dealing 
with flower heads with numerous 
florets , such as hydrangeas ', each tiny 
flower or bract should be dealt with 
indiVidually for best results. Flowers 
with many petals should be disman
tled, each petal pressed, and reas
sembled later. 

You can make a primitive press by 

Mary Read Cooper 

simply placing the layers of newspa
per and cardboard on a flat surface 
and covering them with a heavy ob
ject, such as a large book, or you 
may wish to build your own plant 
press. Presses may be tailor-made to 
suit your needs (small and portable, 
for easy carrying in the field; or large 
and stationary for big jobs). Simply 
choose two boards the size you want 
your press to be, drill holes through 
each corner of the boards, and use 
long (12-inch) bolts inserted through 
the holes and fastened with wingnuts 
to hold the two sections together. 
(For a heavier, stay-at-home press, 
use two pieces of plywood 13 inches 
wide by 15 inches long, and about 
three- quarters to one-half inch 
thick.) Put your layers of plants, 
newspaper, and cardboard between 
the wood, and tighten the wingnuts. 
It is a good idea to start out with just 
enough pressure to flatten your 
plants, and then increase the pres
sure as the plants dry. Leave plants 
undisturbed in the press in a dry 
room for about three weeks (three 
months is better, if you can stand to 
wait that long). You may wish to la
bel each layer within your press for 
easy identification later. Once 
pressed plants are ready, you can use 
them to decorate notecards and 
bookmarks, or arrange them in a piC
ture frame for wall hangings. Be 
creative! 

The follOWing are some late-sum
mer plants to consider for pressing: 
Gramineae (grasses), Pteridium 



Water 
Garden 

Symposium 
August 29, 1987 

9-5 p.m. 

U.S. National Arboretum 
Washington, D. C. 

Featuring 
Lectures by international 

water gardening authorities 
Guided tour of Arboretum 

water garden 
Personal assistance 

from Lilypons consulting 
staff members 

Continental breakfast and 
buffet lunch included 

Advance Registration 
Through August 8, 1987 

Complete registration is $75 per person 
$69 per person for FONA members 

D Please send me more information. 
I am enclOSing $ __ for _ at:tendee( s ). 

Name: _________ __ 

Address: _________ _ 

Telephone: ( ___ , _____ _ 

Please return this completed form to: 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
6800 Lilypons Road 

Lilypons, Maryland 21717-0010 
(301) 874-5503 

WATER LILY SOCIETY 
4th ANNUAL WATER LILY SYMPOSIUM 

Denver, Colorado 
August 19-23, 1987 

(301) 874-5373 

Lilypons Water Gardens 
J3E.gin JOLa watE.t gadw toda:-; with a .1jLJpon~ catalogUE. 

fwtUting pagE. aftE.t (2agE. of GW.l_difUL waut LifiE.~, Lotu~, G09 
pLant~, ~Ji, j,tatua~, and thE. E.Hwtial~ fot kE.E.ping it alL wotking 

togE.thE.t. 

flo pooL? (!rWO~E. a fiGE.tgLaH Ot g:xV{! pooL fwm thE. ma.n.:J ~iZ£i 
Jiown in thE. .jj0pon~ catalogUE.. 

.---------------------------
I 
I 
I 

D Please send the new Lilypons catalogue plus informative 
newsletters with seasonal sales. Enclosed is 84.00. 
Maryland (20¢) and Texas (21 ¢) residents please add tax. 

D Please rush my catalogue by first class mail. Enclosed is $5.50. 

D 1500 Amhort Road 
P.O. Box 10 
Lilypons, MD 21717-0010 
(301) 874-5133 

Name 

D 1500 Lilypons Road 
P.O. Box 188 
Brookshire, TX 77423-0188 
(713) 934-8525 

Address 

City State Zip 

--------------------------~ 



aquilinum (bracken), Campanula 
spp. (bellflowers), Foeniculum vul
gare (fennel), Linum sp. (flax), PoLy
gala vulgaris (common milkwort), 
Acer palmatum 0apanese maple), 
Thymus spp. (thyme), and Daucus 
carota (Queen-Ann's-lace). 

Air Drying Plants 
The easiest way to dry plants is to 
simply remove all of their leaves, 
bunch small numbers of them to
gether and tie them tightly with a 
rubber band, and then hang them 
upside down. Hanging them upside 
down insures that the flower heads 
and the tops of the stems remain 
straight and firm; the rubber band 
will hold the stems even after they 
have dried and shrunk. (Plants with 
flowers that hang down naturally, 

Collecting Seed 
While you're out collecting materials 
for your dried florals, you might 
want to consider collecting seed for 
use in your own garden or for dona
tion to the Society's annual Seed Pro
gram. Seeds of such plants as Vi
burnum dentatum (arrowwood), 
Celastrus scandens (American bitter
sweet), Helichrysum bracteatum 
(strawflower), Amaranthus hybridus 
(green amaranth), Celosia cristata 
(cockscomb), Agrostis nebulosa 
(cloud grass), Lunaria annua 
(money plant), Solidago caesia 
(wreath goldenrod), Daucus carota 
(Queen-Ann's-lace), and Dipsacusful
lonum (common teasel) would be 
especially helpful in our Seed Pro
gram; these plants would provide ex
cellent materials for your dried 
flower project, too. 

Knowledge of when to collect and 
collection of quality seed are key 
prerequisites for successful germina
tion. Although some seed will con
tinue to ripen after it is harvested, it 
is best to wait until it is fully mature 
before you collect. The seed will not 
only have an increased chance for 
germination, but it will be easier to 
clean. Correctly determining the ma
turity of different seeds can be diffi
cult, but with some practice, it can 
be mastered. The first step is to 
check the structures on the plant that 
hold the seed. In most plants, the 
fruiting structures (capsules, pods, 
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such as heather, may be dried up
right in a container.) Remember to 
leave about two inches of stem near 
the heads of the flowers if you are 
going to wire them later. Tie the 
bunches to a coat hanger, a row of 
nails, a clothes horse, or a clothes 
line located in a dark, dry, airy place 
(air-conditioned environments are a 
consideration for those who live in a 
warm, humid climate). If you don 't 
have such a space available to you, 
dry plants in brown paper bags in as 
dry a place as possible. Punch several 
holes in the bag to allow air to 
circulate. 

The following are a sampling of 
late-summer-flowering plants suitable 
for air drying: Achillea sp. (yarrow), 
Amaranthus sp. (amaranth), Celosia 
sp. (cockscomb), Cortaderia selloana 

and berries) will expand in size and 
become darker as the seed matures. 
Next, check the seeds themselves. 
Most seed turns darker as it matures 
also, but there are some exceptions 
to this rule. Jack-in-the-pulpit seeds, 
for example, are white or very light 
and remain encased in their fleshy 
red covering. The best way to deter
mine if seed is mature is to break it 
open and look for a mOist, white em
bryo inside. 

Each species has its own rate of 
seed maturation, and catching some 
species at the right time can be 
tricky. For example, the seed capsule 
of bloodroot often splits and releases 
its seeds in a matter of a few hours. 
One way to collect seed, especially 
from species like this, is to slip a 
sleeve over the developing fruit. Var
ious materials may be used to make 
a sleeve, ranging from cheesecloth to 
foot-long sections of a discarded ny
lon stocking (make sure it is easy to 
see through the material you choose, 
so you don't have to disturb the 
plant when checking the fruit). Sim
ply place the sleeve over the fruit 
after the flower petals have withered, 
but before the fruit is fully ripe. Tie 
the open end gently but firmly with 
string or a paper clip, being careful 
not to crush the stem in the process. 
When the fruits are ready, snip the 
stem just below the sleeve and place 
it in a labeled paper bag. 

Of course, organization will aid 
you in your collecting endeavors. 

(pampas grass), Gypsophila panicu
lata (baby's-breath), He/ichrysum sp. 
(strawflower), Limonium latifolium 
(wide leaf sea-lavendar), Molucella 
laevis (bells-of-Ireland), and Physalis 
alkekengi (Chinese lantern). 

To add some "spice" to your ar
rangement, try drying gourds, arti
chokes, and cardoons. Wash them 
gently to remove garden dirt, im
merse them in a solution (the same 
as is recommended for ordinary 
household use) of Lysol® or chlorine 
bleach, and then place them in full 
sunshine, or a very warm airing cup
board. Gourds take at least three 
months to dry fully; they are ready 
when they feel light and empty. Pro
tect fully dried gourds with a coat of 
varnish before adding them to your 
arrangement. Remember, pine cones, 

Keep a collecting journal and mark 
the date and location where you ob
tained your seed. Mark plants with 
plastic flags so you can find them 
easily, both when the seed is mature 
and in successive years. 

Should you decide to send your 
seed to AHS for inclusion in the 1988 
Seed Program, here are a few point
ers that will aid our staff in process
ing your donation: Collect seed only 
of identified plants. Try to collect 
large quantities (in the case of flow
ers from the wild, only if the popula
tion from which you are collecting is 
quite large); we would like to be 
able to fill at least 500 requests for 
each item (perhaps 10 seeds each). 
Remember, others may collect the 
same seed, and your donation, com
bined with theirs, may be enough to 
satisfy the orders. If seed requires 
cleaning, any help that you can give 
us will be greatly appreciated. (Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope if 
you would like a list of books con
taining instructions for gathering, 
cleaning and storing seed to: Associ
ate Editor, AHS, P.O. Box 0105, 
Mount Vernon, VA 22121.) Be sure 
that the seed is dry before packaging 
and shipping, and send it no later 
than November first. If you can, 
please let us know ahead of time the 
type of seed you will be donating, 
along with any cultural or germina
tion information about the plant. This 
will allow us to begin working on 
the brochure for the program. 



samaras ("wings" or "helicopters" 
from maple or ash trees, for exam
ple), peach stones, lotus and milk
weed seed pods (hairspray holds 
seeds in place, if desired), sweet 
chestnuts, and acorns all may be util
ized. Use your dried plant materials 
to make wreaths, potpourri , center
piece arrangements, corsages, and 
sachets, or to decorate hats and gifts. 
Again, your imagination is the limit. 

Other Drying Methods 
Glycerine, available from drugstores 
or chemical and biological supply 
houses , is useful for preserving fe rn 
fronds or other foliage. The leaves 
should be fully mature and in pe rfect 
condition when the foliage is cut. 
Simply make a solution of half warm 
water, half glycerine in a wide-mouth 
jar, cut the foliage , smash the stems' 
ends to facilitate absorption, and 
stand them in the jar. Leave the 
stems for two to three weeks, until 
you can feel glycerine on the outer 
edges of the leaves. Glycerine is ef
fective for preserving such plants as 
Fagus sp. (beech), Eucalyptus, Pm
nus sp. (flowering plum), Mahonia 
sp. (holly grape), Viburnum spp. (ar
rowwood), Acer (maple) leaves, 
Elaeagnus angustifolia (Russian ol
ive) leaves, and ferns. 

You may decide to dry flowers 
such as roses , daffodils, delphiniums, 
butterfly bush, Queen-Anne's-lace, 
pansies, and camellias in silica gel or 
sand, which will keep the blossoms 
from shriveling and will help main
tain their original shape. White ster
ilized sand, available at local hard
ware stores and nurseries, is less 
expensive than silica gel, although it 
is much heavier. Silica gel and sand 
are both re-usable; the manufacturer 
provides instructions for reactivating 
silica gel If you decide to use this 
method of preserving flowers , there 
are some excellent books and book
lets available that provide detailed in
structions. In fact, these books pro
vide excellent information on drying 
plants in general. If you are inter
ested in obtaining a book list, send a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
Associate Editor, AHS, P.O. Box 0105, 
Mount Vernon, VA 22121. 

Now that you know how to do it, 
its time to get out and gather the ma
terials you need to capture the spirit 
of summer. 

-A. Brooke Russell 

FIRST & ONLY 
Greenhouse/Screenhouse 
Year-Round Combination! 

UNIa.:':.~"GY-P6itQI" 50"- INSULATED 
WINTER SUN SPACE CONVERTS 
TO A SUMMER SCREEN ROOM! 

o Bronze alum inum 0 Shatter-res istant glazing 
ONo foundations required 0 Easy do-it-you rself 
assembly 0 Ideal spa/hot tu b room . 

Send $2 for Color Catalogues, Prices, 
SENT FIRST CLASS MAIL. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

VEGETABLE FACTORY, INC. 
P.O. Box 2235, Depl. AH-87 
New Yo rk, NY 101 63 

I 
I 
I 
I A TRULY 
I DRAMATIC EXPERIENCE 
I FOR YOUR PLANTS·LlQUID 
I CONCENTRATE, GUARANTEED RESULTS 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

JUNGLE JUICE (2-5-4) for fantastic fOliage 
growth and super green. 

GRANNY'S BLOOMERS (0-6-5) ZERO nitrogen 
and special trace for abundant african violet 
blooms, you won't believe your eyes. 

CACTUS JUICE (1-7-6) For outstanding 
specimens and helps promote flowering. 

FLOWER CRACKER (1-6-5) For Impatiens, 
Orchids, Bromeliads, Geraniums, ali flowering 
plants. 

6oz. bottle makes 12 gals. capful measure. 
$3.85 ppd. Any 4-6oz. bUs., $11.85 ppd. 
Free catalog write 

Dept. AHS n Clarel 
Deerfield, IL 60015 .. LaboratOries. Inc 

Mrs. McGregor's Teak Garden Boxes 

Teak garden boxes for indoor or outdoor use. 
Call or write for details . 

Ask for our "Gifts for Gardeners" catalog. 

4801 First St. N., Dept. A , Arlington, VA 22203 
703-528-8773 

Trade Inquiries Welcomed 
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CUT, GRASP, LIFT 
AND DEPOSIT WEEDS 
WITHOUT BENDING 

$29.95 plus $3.00 
shipping and handling 

VISA, Me or check 

r.A.~ 
WARNICo/USA 
59 Rutter Street 
Rochester, NY 14606 

1-800-451-1118 
except NY state 

1-800-537-0047 
>-=-....o"'~ .=----NY state 

-, .~~ 

:;;;::-----.... . f !':::: 

Plt'(l se send your slunninR new ca talog. J enclose $2. 
deductible on my fi rst catalog order. 

Name ______ _ ___ _ 

Sl.lRFIJ ______ _ _ _ _ _ 

Cit )' _____ State _ _ Zip __ 

send to: 
OREGON BULB FARMS 

14071 N. E. Arndt Rd· H ' Aurora. OR 97002 ...... .. ..... .......... ................ .. .. ....... 
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GCA Donates Slide Library 
In a formal presentation ceremony 

held on March 9th, the Smithsonian 
Institution received the Garden Club 
of America's historic collection of 
more than 65,0000 images of notable 
American gardens and parks. The In
stitution's Office of Horticulture and 
the Garden Club will spend the next 
three to five years cataloguing, doc
umenting, and photographing the 
glass-plate photographs and slides. 
These thousands of images will then 
be transferred to a single laser video
diSC, which will be made available 
to the public after the project is 
completed. 

Included in the newly acquired 
collection are more than 2,500 rare, 
hand-painted glass slides that date 
from the 1920's and '30s. Once 
widely scattered, this particular col
lection has been reassembled 
through the efforts of Garden Club 
members nationwide. They came 
from "attics and basements all over 
the country," according to Mrs. Frank 
H. Weller, Jr. , director of the project. 
"These hand-tinted slides with their 
luminous colors are an invaluable re
cord of American gardens predating 

the general use of color photogra
phy," she added. 

In addition to the glass slides, the 
Garden Club collection includes 
thousands of 35mm color slides and 
much original material. "This collec
tion will be a visual archive of Ameri
ca's gardens from Colonial days to 
the present, a colorful reflection of 
our nation's history," Horticulture Di
rector James Buckler said. 

The images in the collection in
clude those of the oldest surviving 
landscaped garden in America (Mid
dleton Place, near Charleston, S.c.), 
such Gilded Age gardens as the 
"Blue Garden" of Newport socialite 
Mrs. Arthur Curtis James (described 
in "The Illusive Blues," by Tovah 
Martin, American Horticulturist, Octo
ber 1986), and gardens of such ce
lebrities as famed silent-film come
dian Harold Lloyd. According to 
Buckler, "when the new collection is 
available on videodisc, scholars, land
scape architects , horticulturists, and 
garden enthusiasts can learn not only 
how America's gardens grow but for 
whom, where, when, why and how 
they grew." 

Catalogue o/Landscape Records 
Funded by the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the New York State 
Council on the Arts, this catalogue, 
contained in a computer database, 
records the results of a major infor
mation-gathering project being un
dertaken by the American Garden 
and Landscape History Program at 
Wave Hill. The information gathered 
concerns the location and content of 
records that document American 
landscapes. As defined by scholars in
volved with the project, the term 
"landscape" includes rural, vernacu
lar, or cultural landscapes, but the 
initial phase of the project empha
sises designed, manipulated, or man
aged landscapes, including small 
private gardens, national parks, park
ways, college campuses, urban parks, 
and historic restorations. Entries to 
the catalogue are categorized under 
one of the following three headings: 
landscape architect, designer or pa
tron; site; or repository. The entries 
index maps, personal correspond-

ence, draWings, plans, slides, photo
graphs, film, diaries, postcards, plant 
lists, government records, and oral 
histories, among other things. Al
though they are not yet available, 
portions of the database may be pub
lished at a later date if there is a de
mand for them. 

So far, the project is booming. The 
program leaders have received data 
from librarians, individual landscape 
firms, relatives of landscape archi
tects, and curators, among other par
ties interested in providing informa
tion. In fact, the information is still 
pouring in. A free newsletter, first 
made available in June of this year, 
includes articles on current research 
and the results of that research as it 
comes out. Further information 
about the project, or a free newslet
ter, may be obtained by writing The 
Catalog of Landscape Records in the 
United States, Wave Hill, 675 West 
252nd Street, Bronx, New York 
10471 , or by calling (212) 549-3200. 
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Classifieds 
Classified Ad Rates: 
85¢ per word; $17.00 minimum per inse r
tion. 10% discount for three consecutive 
insertions using same copy. Copy must be 
received two months prior to publication 
date. Send orders to the attention of Cindy 
Weakland, American Horticultural Society, 
Box 0105, Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121. 
Or call (703) 768-5700. 

ALSTROEMERIA 

LIGTU HYBRIDS. Mixed pinks, creams, corals 
and peach. Long- lived , tuberous-roOted peren
nials hardy to 0°. Shipped early September in 2" 
pots for GUARANTEED safe delivery and trans
planting. Bloom following su mmer. 6 pots/ fi18 
postpaid. Order now, receive FREE co lor catalog. 
B&D ULIES, Dept. AH, 330 "P" Street, POrt Town
send, WA 98368 (206) 385-1738 Catalog alone, 
$1.00 ( refundable). 

TIlE AVANT GARDENER 

DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO REAO
for the gardener who wants to get more out of 
gardening! Subscribe to THE AVANT GARDENER, 
the most useful, most quoted of all gardening 
publications. Every month this unique news serv
ice brings you the newest and most practical on
going info rmation-new plants, products, tech
niques , with sources, plus feature articles, special 
issues. 18th year. Awarded Garden Club of Amer
ica and Massachusetts Horticultural Society Med
als for outstanding contributions to horticulture . 
Curious? Sample copy $1. Serious? $10 full yea r 
(reg. $15). THE AVANT GARDENER, Box 489M, 
New York, NY 10028. 

AZALEAS & RHODODENDRONS 

SUMMER BLOOMING AZALEAS: Northern grown 
and acclimated. Big sizes' Big selection! Personal 
service! Two Year Catalog Subscription: $2.00 
(deductible). CARLSON'S GARDENS, Box 305-
AHA787, South Salem, NY 10590. (914) 763-5958. 

BANANA PLANTS AND MORE 

35 varieties, Plus Bonsai, Bougainvilleas , Bro
meliads, Cacti, Citrus. Also Bamboo, Hibiscus, 
Papayas, Etc. Catalog $1.00. Garden World, Dept. 
32, 2503 Garfield, Laredo, TX 78043 

BONSAJ 

Bonsai Trees, Supplies. Catalog $2.50. We ship 
anywhere. MlC. VlSA BONSAI CREATIONS, 2700 
N. 29th Ave., #204 AH, Hollywood, FL 33020. 
(305) 962-6960 

BOOKS 

PURCHASED FOR CASH: Horticultural , Botanical 
Book Collections, Any Size. Pickup Arranged. 
Please Phol'le (519) 621-8897. POMONA BOOKS, 
Rockton, Ontario, Canada LOR lXO. 

1985 Edition EXOTICA 4, with 16,300 photos, 405 
in color, 2,600 pages in 2 volumes, with Addenda 
of 1,000 Updates, by Dr. A. B. Graf, $187. TROP
lCA 3, revised 1986, 7,000 color photos, now 
1,156 pages, $125. Exotic Plant Manual, 5th Ed. , 
4,200 photos, $37.50. Exotic House Plants, 1,200 
phOtos, $8.95. Circulars gladly sent. ROEHRS, Box 
125, E. Rutherford, NJ 07073. 

DRIED BOUQUETS SO REAL THEY LOOK 
FRESH! Show-and-Tell books: Step-By-Step BOOK 
OF DRIED BOUQUETS, over 285 Photos: Wil 
liamsburg , Modern, Country , Victorian , Gifts . 
($9.95 ppd .). Step-By-S tep BOOK OF PRE
SERVED FLOWERS, professional secrets fo r 
preserving 100 fl owers, includes Microwave, 
($3.95 ppd.) BOTH BOOKS $12.90 ppd. FREE 
NEW LETTER, send stamp. ROBERTA MOFFITT, 
PO Box 3597, Wilmington, DE 19807. 

BOTANICAL CRAFTS 

BOTANICAL WREATH AND ARRANGEMENT SUP
PLIES. Potpourri, herbs, spices, essential o ils, craft 
books. 400 ite m catalogue $1 ( refundab le). 
Quantity discounts. TOM THUMB WORKSHOPS
AH, Chincoteague, VA 23336-0332 . 

BOXWOOD 

WANTED: Plants or cuttings of rare or unusual 
varieties and cultivars of boxwood. Identification 
should be authenticated if possible. Write with 
information to D. Taylor, 105 S. Princeton Ave
nue, Wenonah, NJ 08090. 

BROMELIADS 

TllliANDSIAS-over 100 species, clones, and hy
brids are avai lable on our free price list. Dis
tributorships avai lab le . Wholesale, retail, mail
order. HOLLADAY JUNGLE, Dept. B, PO Box 5727, 
Fresno, CA 93755. (209) 229-9858. 

BULB CATALOG- FREE 

CHOOSING FLOWERBULBS SOON? Our unique 
catalog for bulb enthus iasts lists over 400 vari
eties and has the information you need to make 
sman choices fo r your garden. Please write today 
fo r your free copy: McCLURE & ZIMMERMAN , 
INC. , Quality Flowerbulb Brokers, Dept. AH2, 
1422 W. Thorndale Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 
(312) 989-0557. 

BULBS 

Bulbous Plant Journal , HERBERTIA and Quar
terly Newsletter. Color-filled articles on bulbs, 
corms & tubers of Amaryllidaceae and related 
families. $20IYear. APLS-AH, PO Box 5355, Pas
adena, CA 91107-0355. 

CACTI & SUCCULENTS 

"CATALOG OF UNUSUAL SUCCULENTS" Dis
cover the largest selection of weird and unusual 
succulents- picture book catalog of succulent 
crests, variegates, living stones, and oddballs. Send 
$100 today. "CATALOG OF UNUSUAL SUCCU
LENTS," Dept. A-7, 553 Buena Creek Road, San 
Marcos, CA 92069. 

Abbey Garden for the rare, exOtic, unusual. world's 
largest selection under one roof. Caudiciforms, 
Euphorbias, Hawonhias, Lithops, Mesembs, Cacti 
and much more. Catalog: $2.00 ( refundable). AB
BEY GARDEN, Box 1205A, Carpinteria} CA93013. 

CARNIVOROUS PLANTS 

Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and 
supplies. Book, tbe World of Carnivorous Plants, 
$8.95 postpaid. Catalog FREE. PETER PAULS 
NURSERIES, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 

CATALOGS 

96-page color catalog has many sensational val
ues on more than 1,300 varieties of Peonies and 

r-----------, 
GOPHER IT! 
Eliminate Burrowing 

Rodents 

At last an effective 
means to rid the yard 

and garden of Gophers, 
Moles and Shrews. 

NEW 
The 
electronic 
stake vibrates 
and emits a noise 
in 15 second intervals 
causing underground 

I dwellers within a 100 ft. 
radius to flee. Has 
been proven effective. 

Protect your Lawn, 
Garden and 'frees. 

FEATURES 

• No more gas, traps or 
poison. 

• Safe for children and pets. 

• Each stake is effective for 
a 100 ft. radius. 

• Battery powered. 

• Waterproof. 
• No servicing required. 

• 3 Month Guarantee. 
Please send a check or money order (or $49.95 each 
(plus $4.00 shipping). Save money and buy 2 (or 
$94.95 (plus $6.00 shipping). 

M.D. Xpres:iis ________ _ 
4330 Barranca Pkwy. • Suite 101E • 

~~e~A..!224 _______ J 
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Daylilies, plus time ly tips, $2,00 (deductible on 
first catalog o rde r). GILBERT H. WILD & SON, 
INC. , AH-787 Joplin Street, Sarcoxie, MO 64862. 

DAYLILIES 

DAYLILIES GALORE! Beautiful named hybrids , 
Quantity discounts, Send now for FREE inform
ative catalog. LEE BRISTOL NURSERY, Box 5A, 
Gaylordsville, CT 06755. 

DAYLILIES FOR THE COLLECTOR Many colors 
tetraplo ids, diploids, miniatures, Spuria, Louisi
ana IRISES. Catalog $1.00, CORDON BLEU FARMS, 
Box 2033, San Marcos, CA 92069, 

DRIP IRRIGATION 

DRIP IRRIGATION-ideal for flowers, vegeta
bles, Save water, reduce disease, increase yields, 
durable, FREE information, MISER IRRIGATION, 
Box 94616 AH, Lincoln, NE 68509-4616, 

EXOTIC PlANTS 

HIBISCUS-JASMINES-RARE EXOTICS! 1,000 
listings, conscientio us service, New 1987 mail
order catalog $2,00 (refundable) , STALLINGS 
NURSERY-910 Encinitas Blvd" Encinitas, CA 
92024 

FREE 24-HOUR HORTICULTURAL 
ANSWERS 

The 24-Hour Horticultural Answer Man answers 
all horticultural questions free, 1-800-841-1105, 
In California: , (415) 362-0660, Or write: HAM" 
260 Bay, Suite 207, San FranCiSCO, CA 94133, 

GARDEN ORNAMENTS 

Bronze , Lead , and Stone including Topiary, 400 

A Warm Southern 
Welcome Awaits You 
at the 43rd Annual 

Meeting of the 
American Horticultural 

Society 

April 13-16, 1988 
Atlanta, Georgia 

page catalog available $8,00, Hard bound library 
edition over 2,000 illustrations showing bird baths, 
benches, bronzes including tablets, cisterns, 
compasses, cupids, curbing, dolphins , eagles, el
ephants, finials , frogs, foxes , fruit baskets, gates 
and gate posts, Japanese lanterns, lead figures , 
lions and lion masks , mermaids, planters, St. 
Francis, weathervanes, KENNETH LYNCH & SONS, 
78 Danbury Road, Wilton, CT 06897, 

GARDENING GLOVES 

GOATSKIN GLOVES Tough, lightweight goat
skin stretches and becomes form-fitting, giving 
wearer ultimate in fit, grip, dexterity, Natural lan
olin in leather keeps hands soft, Sizes 7-10 or 
send outline of hand, $8.50 postpaid, PUTNAM'S, 
Box 295C, Wilton, NH 03086, 

GRAPEVINES 

GRAPE PlANTS 40 SEEDLESS, DESSERT, AMER
ICAN and EUROPEAN GRAFTED WINE VARI
ETIES, WINEMAKING SUPPLIES, BOOKS, New 
1987 catalog FREE, Square Root Nursery, 4764 
Deuel Rd" Dept. Xl, Canandaigua, NY 14424, 
"THE GRAPE PEOPLE." 

GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 

COMPLETE MIST PROPAGATION SYSTEMS, Get 
phenomenal propagation resu lts, indoors-out
doors. Completely automated. FREE BRO
CHURE. AQUAMONITOR, Dept. 4, Box 327, Hun
tington, NY 11743. 

GREENHOUSE GROWING 

GREENHOUSE SUPPLIES: Fans, Heaters, Shad
ing, Misting, Watering, Propagation, Tools, Pots. 
Catalog $2.00. CHARLEY'S GREENHOUSE, 1569-
B Memorial Highway, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273. 

GREENHOUSES/SUN SPACES 

OWNER BUILT GREENHOUSES & SUN 
SPACES-Big Savings, Exceptional Quality, Sim
ple Construction, DESIGN' CATALOG $2.00, 
GREENHOUSE BUILDERS' SUPPLY, Route 3, Box 
80, Epping, NH 03042. 

HEATHS & HEATlIERS 

HARDYHEATlIERS FOR ALL-YEAR GARDEN 
COLOR! Send SASE for descriptive mail-order 
list. Fast Service! HEATHER GROWERS, Box 850, 
Elma, WA 98541. 

HERBAL GIFfS 

"Gourmet 's Artist" Herbal Gifts: posters, book 
marks for menu planning, hand woodburned 
items, Brochure $1.00. PO Box 514 AH, Staten 
Island, NY 10310. 

HORUINE 

Back in print: Hartline , the "when to-how to" 
horticulture newsletter! $15.00/yr. for 12 monthly 
issues. USDA zones 4, 5, 6 and 7. Make checks 
payable to: TOM 'S WORD HORTICULTURE CON
SULTING, PO Box 5238, Charleston, WV 25361. 

HOUSE PlANTS 

ORCHIDS, GESNERIADS, BEGONIAS, CACTI & 
SUCCULENTS. Visitors welcome. 1986-87 catalog 
$1.75. LAURAY OF SALISBURY, Rt. 41 (Under
mountain Rd.), Salisbury, CT 06068 (203) 435-
2263. 

JASMINES! BEGONIAS! Exotics from the far 
corners of the world! Logee's 1986-88 profusely 
illustrated mail-order catalog features 2,000 rare 
indoor plants for your windowsill or green
house. Caralog-$3.00, LOGEE'S GREEN
HOUSES, Dept. AH, 55 North Street, Danielson, 
CT 06239. 
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IRIS 
SIBERIAN AND SPURlA IRIS. These easy to grow 
Iris form graceful and beautiful clumps ideally 
suited to the pe rennial border. Excellent as CUt 
flowers! Free descriptive price list available upon 
request CHEHALEM GARDENS, P.O. Box 693-
AH, Newberg, OR 97132. 

KOI 
Finest Qualiry Japanese Koi, 3" to 28", $15.00 to 
$1,000.00 each. Philadelphia area. Ca ll : Week
days: (215) 563-3336; Evenings/Weekends: (215) 
667-7340. 

LANDSCAPING 

LANDSCAPE LIKE A PROFESSIONAL. Guide
lines developed by experts o n fertilizing, plant
ing, pruning, seeding, pest contro l, and more. 
Printouts include annual Maintenance Schedule 
At-A-Glance. Select 0 LAWNS 0 PERENNIALS 
o SHRUBS. Summe r Special! $4.50 each , 2/$8, 
3/$11.00. COMPUSCAPE, Dept A, 54 Greenfield 
Dr., Trumbull , CT 06611. 

MADONNA LILIES 

MADONNA LILIES (Lilium Candidum). Most be
loved of all lilies. Dazzling pure wh ite flowers. 
Enchanting fragrance. June-flowering. Shipped 
only during August dormancy. Cultural Instruc
tions. SPECIAL: 3 bulbs/ $7.95 postpaid. Order 
now, receive free color catalog of garden-tested, 
hybrid and species lilies. Catalog alone , $1 ( re
fundable). B&D LILIES, Dept AH, 330 "P" Street, 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 (206) 385-1738. 

PEONIES 

Including rare hybrids. Also DAYLILIES, JAPA
NESE IRIS, HOSTA Catalog $1.00, refundable with 
first order. CAPRICE FARM NURSERY, 15425 SW 
Pleasant Hill , Sherwood, OR 97140. (503) 625-
7241. 

PERENNIALS 

PEONIES , TREE PEO NIES AN D DAFFODILS 
Grown in Michigan 's North Country. Your as
surance of Qualiry, hardiness and vigor. Send 
$1.00 fo r our colo r catalog. REATH'S NURSERY, 
100 Central Blvd.) Vulcan, MI 49892. 

We offer a good selectio n of sturdy plants. Send 
$1.00 fo r Plant Lis t ( refundable ). CAMELOT 
NORTH, R2 , Piquot Lakes, MN 56472. 

Large Selection of Perennials fo r sun and shade. 
Tall , Medium and carpeting Sedums. Extensive 
collection of annual and perennial herbs. Catalog 
$1.50. WRENWOOD, Rte. 4, POBox 361, Berke
ley Springs, WV 25411. 

PLANTS-CHOICE AND AFFORDABLE 

Extensive Selection: * Ame rican Natives * Out
standing Ornamentals * Uncommon Conifers * Perennials * Potential Bonsai * Hardiest Eu
calyptus * Wildlife Plants * Affordable contain
erized starter-plants. Informative catalog-$2.00. 
FORESTFARM, 990 Tetherah, Williams, OR 97544. 

PLUMERIAS! GINGERS! HmISCUS! 
BOURGAINVILLEAS! 

ALSO DAYLILlES, TROPICAL BUlBS, BOOKS. A 
COLLECTOR'S DREAM CATALOG OF EASY-TO
GROW EXOTIC PIANTS-$1.00. HANDBOOK OF 
PLUMERIA CULTURE-$4.95. RELIABLE SERV
ICE, GROWING INSTRUCTIONS, SPECIALTY 
FERTILIZERS. SPECIAL OFFER: Plumeria cuttings, 
five different colors (our selection) $25.00 (post
paid, USA). PLUMERIA PEOPLE, PO Box 820014, 
Ho uston, TX 77282-0014. 

PRESSED FLOWERS 

PRESSED FLOWER supplies, kits, instructio n 
booklets. Free color brochure. BJG ASSOCIATES, 
Dept AH, Box 463, Edgmont, PA 19028. 

RARE PLANTS 

RARE AND UNUSUAL PlANTS-otherwise com
merCially unavailable-fo r botanic collectio ns, 
landscap ing , ho me , office-130 Bamboo, in
cluding giant, medium-sized, dwarf, green and 
variegated, 90 cycads, 180 palms. 1,000 plant and 
gardening books. Three seasonal catalogs $5. EN
DANGERED SPECIES, PO Box 1830, Tustin , CA 
92681-1830 

RHODODENDRONS 

RHODODENDRONS for landscape, woodland and 
rock garden . Free descriptive listing. CARDINAL 
NUR ERY, Rt 1, Box 316M, State Road, NC 28676. 
(919) 874-2027 

RHODODENDRONS & AZALEAS 

SPECIALIZING IN 11-[E UNUSUAL. Dwarf Rhodo
dendrons, Evergreen & Deciduous Azaleas, Dwarf 
Conifers, Co mpanion Plants. Catalog $1.00, re
fundable . THE CUMMINS GARDEN, 22 Roberts
vi ll e Rd., Marlboro, NJ 07746. (201) 536-2591. 

RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS-Selea from 
1,000 varieties with many new exciting intro
ductions. Also Laurel, Andromeda, Ho lly, Coni
fers , Rare Plants and Trees. Mail-order catalog 
$2 .00. ROSLYN NURSERY, Dept AH, Box 69, Ro -
Iyn , NY 11576. (516) 643-9347. 

SEEDS 

HUDSON 'S WORLD-FAMOUS CATALOG, since 
1911 , offering thousands of unusual seeds from 
every continent. Fragrant Jasmines, e legant An
gel's Trumpets, Baobab, Teosinte. Himalayan, Af
rican , Australian wildflowers. Rare culinary and 
medicinal he rbs. American he irloom , European, 
Oriental and traditio nal Mexican Indian vegeta
bles. Hundreds of exclusives. Information-packed 
catalog $1.00.]. L HUDSON, Seedsman, Box 1058-
AT, Redwood Ciry, CA 94064. 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST and most famo us seed 
catalog. Over 225 pages, 4,000 varieties, 1,000 
colo r pictures. A majo r book of re fe re nce. The 
Encyclopedia of how and what to grow from 
seed. Vegetables, potted plants, exotics, pe ren
nials, alpines, rockery, latest and best annua ls, 
trees, shrubs, bulbs from seed ; includes rare items 
uno btainable elsewhere. Write fo r free copy, al
lowing three weeks, o r e nclose $2 fo r first-class 
mail: THOMPSON & MORGAN, INC. , Dept AHC, 
PO Box 1308, Jackson, NJ 08527. 

TETRAPLOID DAYLILIES 

Over 450 hybrids; exotic new Tetraploid Intro
ductions. Catalog $1.00, deductib le with order 
fo r plants. SEAWRIGHT GARDENS, 134 Indian 
Hill , Carlisle, MA 01 741 (617) 369-2172. Visitors 
welcome! 

VIDEOTAPES 

INCREASE YOUR GARDENING KNOWLEDGE. 
Thirry o utstanding gardening videotapes. Priced 
$13.95 Up. Free Catalog 1-800-331-6304 Califor
nia Call Collect (415) 558-8688. The Original Gar
dene rs Video Catalog, PO Box 410777, Dept 8-
A, San FranCiSCO, CA 94141. 

WILDFLOWERS 

Southeastern Wildflowers for the garden and nat
uralizing. All top qualiry nursery propagater plants. 
Catalog $1.00 Refundable. NICHE GARDENS, Dept 
A, Rte. 1, Box 290, Chapel Hill , NC 27514 

--AIIS-
Travel 

Program 
Kenya and East Africa (October 14-31), 
With its fertile green highlands, vast open 
plains, thick forests, and semi-arid deserts, 
Kenya offers an incredible spectrum ofbo
tanlc wonders. During our tour of this land 
of contrast we will spend a brief time in 
Nairobi, and then we'll be off on a horticul
tural safari, journeying north to the Aber
dare National Park, a lush, verdant region 
typical of an equatorial forest ecosystem. 
We will cross the equator en route to Sam
burn Game Reserve, a semi-arid landscape, 
and continue on to the multi-vegetational 
zones ofMt Kenya. Here we will stop at the 
luxurious Mt Kenya Safari Club. An excit
ing adventure follows with three full days of 
game viewing in the Masai Mara, Kenya's 
finest game reserve. We will conclude our 
safari at Lake Naibasha, after touring pri
vate estates and gardens. This will be a 
most unusual trip, encompassing a scope 
and variety rarely found in other itineraries 
for Kenya! leader: Therese Saphieha, ex
pert on wildlife and horticulture. Cost (ex
clusive of air fare): S3,975.00. 
Gardens of Burgundy and the Riviera. 
(Note: Because of a tremendous response to 
past ads, this tour will be full as of the July 
issue. For those who missed out on this 
year's tour but are still interested, a similar 
tour will be offered in June of 1988. Write 
for more information now, before it's too 
late!) Take a week-long cruise of the ,anals 
of Burgundy and the Rhone Valley aboard 
the luxurious hotel barge Janine. Spend a 
second week exploring the gardens of the 
Riviera, dividing time between Cannes and 
Monaco. On the scenic peninsula of Cap 
d'Antibes, we'll visit the famous Meilland 
nurseries, where many of the world's most 
beautiful roses are raised. 

YES! Please send me more informa
tion on the tours I have checked below: 

o Kenya and East Africa 
o Burgundy and the Riviera-June 1988 

Nrume ________________________ ___ 

Adm~ ______________________ _ 

City ___________ State _ _ Zip __ _ 

MAIL TO: Elizabeth Smith, AHS, PO Box 01 05, Mount 
Vernon, VA 22121. 
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New Publications 
• Boxwood Bulletin Index. Put 
out by the American Boxwood Soci
ery, this publication indexes the Box
wood Bulletin for the last 25 years. 
Articles are indexed by author and 
subject, and are listed in chronologi
cal order of publication. Copies of 
the index may be obtained for $10 
from the American Boxwood Sociery, 
P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620. 

If you are interested in boxwood 
care and culture, the American Horti
cultural Sociery has a handout for 
you l Send your request and a self-ad
dressed, stamped envelope to Gar
dener's Information Service, AHS, 
PO. Box 0105, Mount Vernon, VA 
2212l. 

• Discover the Pleasure of 
Roses. The gardening experts at AlI
America Rose Selections have pro
duced an all-new, 24-page color bro
chure on growing and enjoying 
roses, as well as a slide program in
cluding 60 slides and a script. The 
brochure and the slide program 
cover everything from defining the 
different types of roses to providing 
information on landscaping, site se
lection, soil preparation, planting, 
feeding, watering, pruning, pest con
trol, and winter care. The brochure 
also includes information on using 
fresh-cut roses , making potpourri, 
cooking with rose hips, and rose 
folklore. Additionally, it includes a 
listing of over 130 public gardens, 

American 
Horticulturist 

P.O. Box 0105, Mount Vernon, VA 22121 

which are accredited by All-America 
Rose Selections (AARS), where roses 
can be seen. Both the brochure and 
the slide show arrived in a timely 
manner; the rose was declared our 
national floral emblem in the fall of 
1986. 

For a copy of the brochure, send a 
stamped, self-addressed, four- by 
nine-inch envelope to: Discover the 
Pleasure of Roses, Route 1, Box 740, 
Palmyra, IN 47164. Bulk quantities 
are available to garden clubs, civic 
organizations, and other similar 
groups upon request to the above 
address. To receive the slide pro
gram, send check or money order 
for $15 (postpaid), payable to AARS, 
to All-America Rose Selections Slide 
Program, Route 1, Box 740, Palmyra, 
IN 47164. 

• Gardener's Index for 1986. A 
handy reference for home gardeners 
and professionals alike, .this softcover 
book indexes articles found in five of 
the most popular gardening maga
zines issued in 1986: American Horti
culturist, Flower & Garden, Horticul
ture, National Gardening, and 
Rodale's Organic Gardening: The 
three divisions of the index-Subject 

Guide, Subject Index, and Name In
dex-help the reader rapidly locate 
the information sought. The 38-page 
Subject Guide includes a listing of all 
subject headings used to organize 
the articles, and an informative sum
mary of each article along with the ti
tle, source, and author. The Subject 
Index lists, from A to Z, plants, culti
var names, insects, diseases, and gar
dening topiCS such as propagation, 
regional gardening, landscaping, and 
public gardens. Standard plant infor
mation such as cultural facts, descrip
tion of the plant, and information on 
plant sources is indexed. Entries in 
this section use abbreviations to indi
cate the kind of information that is 
referenced. Photographs of plants are 
also indexed, and are identified by 
an abbreviation. All abbreviations are 
defined in a note at the bottom of 
each page. The Name Index lists all 
persons who wrote in or who were 
written about in the magazines men
tioned above. Included are authors 
of articles and letters to the editor, 
and authors of books reviewed. Indi
viduals who were quoted or who 
were the subjects of articles are also 
included. This book is quite thor
ough and extremely informative; a 
must for anyone interested in keep
ing his or her finger on the pulse of 
current gardening information and 
trends. It is available to members 
through the AHS Book Service for $9 
($10 for non-members) plus $2 post
age and handling. Send your order 
to Robin Williams, AHS, P.O. Box 
0105, Mount Vernon, VA 2212l. 
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