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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

All the Warld 
Is Good" 

ft( 11 the world is good," said Dr. Liberty Hyde Bailey, dean 
of American plant scientists, world famous botanist and 
horticulturist, at a dinner given in his honor by Cornell 

University April 29, 1948, in celebration of his ninetieth birth-
day. He also lauded the virtues of a lifetime of hard, honest la­
bor. He spoke of the books he had written and said that his 
" opus magnum has not yet been begun"-a comprehensive 
study of the palms of the world. He concluded by saying, "The 
measure of life is in the day-to-day of it. The earth is good, and 
it is a privilege to live thereon. My life has been a continuous 
fulfillment of dreams." 

Cornell University had planned his birthday party in March, 
but as Time magazine said, "The party had to be deferred-for 
the birthday boy was nowhere around." His birthday was spent 
alone in the Caribbean where he discovered three palms never 
before described by man. 

The delayed celebration honored a most extraordinary life 
marked with devotion to rural America, a passion for collecting 
and classifying plants, prolific writing of more than sixty-five 
books and hundreds of articles and pamphlets, and cherished 
friendships with Theodore Roosevelt, Asa Gray, and other 
prominent Americans. He built the Bailey Hortorium (he coined 
the word to include cultivated plants as well as plants in their 
natural state) to house the specimens of his worldwide collect­
ing. A U.S. postage stamp honoring American gardening and 
horticulture further recognized Dr. Bailey's achievements. 

Your American Horticultural Society will honor America's 
own Dr. Liberty Hyde Bailey at the 1989 Annual Meeting to be 
held next July 26-29 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The most prestigious award in horticulture-the Liberty Hyde 
Bailey Medal-is given annually by the Society to the person 
most exemplifying Dr. Bailey's pursuit of excellence and devo­
tion to horticulture. Many of the previous award winners will 
be present to participate in this tribute and to share their own 
current projects and future visions with all of us. 

I hope that this focus for our 1989 meeting will stir us to re­
discover the great heritage we received from Dr. Bailey and in­
spire us to read his books and biographies in order to experi­
ence the magnitude of his work, which is as vital and pertinent 
now as it was a century ago. 
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THE DESIGN PAGE 

The Designer As Artist 

M ore Americans are gardening, and 
gardening better, than ever be­
fore . Homeowners across the 

country are requesting terraces and beds 
in place of the decks and simple lawns that 
sufficed a decade ago. Not surprisingly, 
new concerns about design are arising, with 
happy results : the garden, once again, is 
seen as a vehicle for artistic expression. 

In their search for fresh ideas, profes­
sional and amateur designers are finding 
inspiration in the work of early twentieth 
century American designers whose repu­
tations languished as a result of changing 
postwar attitudes and lifestyles. Fletcher 
Steele (1885-1971 ), Fellow, American So­
ciety of Landscape Architects, is one of the 
most intriguing figures to have emerged 
from recent research. 

Steele practiced landscape design as a 
fine art for nearly six decades. His sensi­
tivity to the lay of the land and his imag-

Steele's deSigns drew 
from European and Far 
Eastern traditions, 
modern French design, 
and the American past. 
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inative responses to it and to the needs of 
his clients set him apart from many col­
leagues, especially during the 1920s and 
1930s when Steele was at the height of his 
powers and big commissions were com­
monplace. Steele's designs drew from Eu­
ropean and Far Eastern traditions, modern 
French design, and the American past. They 
offered a link between modernism and the 
Beaux Arts formalism that characterized 
early twentieth century work. To today's 
designer, they offer a treasure house of 
inspiration and practical ideas. 

Steele was born in the small village of 
Pittsford, outside Rochester, New York. 
He claimed that it was a dissatisfaction 
with the way most things looked that led 
him to study landscape architecture. "I 
suppose I thought it was easier to change 
plants than buildings," he later wrote in a 
private letter. A srudent in Harvard's newly 
formed school of Landscape Architecture, 
Steele proved a witty and outspoken icon­
oclast; in 1909 he decided that he could 
better master his art working for Warren 
Manning, one of the founding members of 
the American Society of Landscape Ar­
chitects, so he abandoned his formal course 
of srudy at Harvard. "The one good teacher 
I had there, Denman Ross, made up for a 
lot of wasted time," he complained many 
years later. After four years with Manning, 
Steele left with his mentor's blessing (and 
financial support) for a four-month tour 
of Europe. 

Upon his return to Boston in 1914, 
Steele set up a solo practice. One of his 
first jobs, for Charlotte Whitney Allen, 
proved his most enduring-it was Steele's 
own death in 1971 that finally signaled 
the end of the project. Ironically, the Allen 
garden was tiny; it covered barely one 
quarter of an acre in an elegant but essen­
tially suburban Rochester neighborhood. 
The small size and rectilinear lot (defined 

LEFT: At Naumkeag, a small, pagoda-like 
structure accentuates the rolling green lawns. 
RIGHT: A stroke of genius, the Blue Steps' 
arching rails echo the semi-circular vaults 
while the grove of Betula papyrifera 
highlights the white rails. 



Photos by Felice Frankel 
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This view of Mrs. Allen's garden from the rear shows one of the pair of unusual paiAted 
bronze vases of flowers that flanks the pool. 

by the L-shaped house and neighboring 
properties) presented a special challenge 
to the young professional: how to procure 
the privacy that Steele believed all gardens 
must have and yet create the illusion of 
great size and mysterious, unseen spaces. 

Steele solved the problem by walling 
the third (long) side of the backyard and 
grading the fourth to create a terrace and 
brick retaining wall-it was this special, 
separate space that gave the garden its 
magic. He defil'led the area with an allee 
of Fagus sylvatica at right angles to the 
main garden axis. The row of beeches 
nearest the house are pruned lower, so the 
space between the two is clearly perceiv­
able. A nude figure, sculpted for the garden 
by Gaston Lachaise in 1926, offers a focal 
point for the view from the house terrace. 
A small fountain creates sound and move­
ment as it bubbles into a pool directly be­
low. (Tiny Mrs. Allen asked Steele to make 
the pool shallow enough for her to wade 
from one end to the other without getting 
her hair wet.) 

Charlotte Allen's was a green garden 
by request-she disliked the chaos of dying 
flowers-so Steele used the architectural 
forms of taxus, buxus, ilex, and euonymus 
(in variety) to create a tailored appearance. 
More unusual, Comus florida 'Pendula' 
and topiaried taxus ornamented simple 
green niches. A single row of Heuchera 

sanguinea was added for color, and a tiny 
wildflower garden was planted out of sight 
on the other side of the house. Steele be­
lieved that the impact of a carefully wrought, 
three-dimensional outdoor "room" was 
more profound than any other landscape 
feature; in Mrs. Allen's garden, the room 
was diminutive, and its detailing increas­
ingly complex. 

Over time, Steele would add bronze 
pots of polychromed flowers along the ter­
race edge (painted red, white, and blue 
during World War II), a Jacobean arch to 

emphasize the presence of the sculpture, a 
Calder mobile (Calder's first outdoor work), 
and a pool shelter of bronze chain mail for 
Mrs. Allen's daily martini hour. But noth­
ing disrupted the logic of Steele's original 
plan or violated the calm, organizing force 
of the garden's central feature-a rectangle 
of wrf, narrowed imperceptibly at the far 
end to further enhance the illusion of dis­
tance. 

Twelve years into his successful prac­
tice, Steele met his greatest patron, Mabel 
Choate. At the time, his clientele included 
some of the Northeast's wealthiest resi­
dents, his first book Design in the Little 
Garden was a critical success, and he was 
in great demand as a lectun~r. Miss Choate, 
the daughter of United States ambassador 
Joseph Hodges Choate, would shortly in­
herit the family'S large Shingle Style sum-
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mer cottage, Naumkeag, which nestled on 
a Berkshire mountainside in western Mas­
sachusetts. At age fifty-five, she was ready 
to make the family home her own. 

At their first meeting in 1926, Miss 
Choate presented Steele with a relatively 
simple request-she wanted a place to sit 
outdoors and enjoy the fine mountain view. 
Neither patron nor artist realized that the 
modest project was launching them on a 
collaborative venture that would stretch 
over three decades and transform most of 
the estate's forty-five acres. 

Steele's concerns with 
utility and livability 
remained constant while 
he explored a range of 
artistic expression. 

In designing Naumkeag's Afternoon 
Garden (as it was l<'lter christened), Steele 
was faced with the opposite of the problem 
that he had encountered in Rochester. Here 
the challenge was to provide some sort of 
enclosure without obscuring the stupen­
dous view and, once done, to keep interest 
inside the garden, despite the compelling 
visual competition beyond. 

Steele resolved the tensions neatly by 
siting the new garden room against the 
south end of the house and using a dy­
namic piece of sculpture by Frederick 
MacMonnies, silhouetted against the sky 
"in the Italian manner," to establish one 
corner of the area. The sculpture's position 
was fixed by sending a boy up a stepladder 
which was turned until he looked right 
from all angles. A tall brick wall was built 
to screen traffic from the driveway, but 
the remaining two walls, defined by Vene­
tian columns and ivy-garlanded rope, were 
open to the broad south lawn and its 
breathtaking view. All planting in the small 
garden-and in Steele's work generally­
was subjugated to broad design concerns. 

The dominant plant in the Afternoon 
Garden was a large Ulmus americana that 
had been included inside the new wall to 
give the illusion of age. Beds of ferns, hos­
tas, and lilies beneath dispelled an un­
wanted "primness," as did the rampant 
grapevine covering the wire trellis roof. 
Blue and violet clematis wound skyward 
on the brightly painted Venetian posts, while 
Miss Choate's fine fuchsia collection was 

displayed in a long wrought iron holder 
influenced by Steele's memories of Spain. 
A French knot design was adapted to cre­
ate a carpet for the new room: low box 
hedges edged beds of Lobelia erinus and 
Calceolaria crenatiflora (both eventually 
replaced by anthracite and pink gravel). 
Four tiny jets played in fountains inspired 
by the Generalife gardens in Granada and 
a mirror pool of black glass reflected the 
blue sky overhead. It was a thoroughly 
eclectic vision, but the lively, playful spirit 
was all American. 

Ne~ designs at Naumkeag followed 
quickly. Steele's practice was flourishing­
clients throughout the Northeast were 
paying high fees for the landscape archi­
tect's services and popular gardening mag­
azines were publishing his articles an­
nually. In 1933, Steele boldly reworked the 
contours of Naumkeag's south lawn to 
harmonize with the rolling hills beyond in 
a gesture that owed its inspiration to the 
abstraction of modern painting and sculp­
ture. The resulting topographical form­
undoubtedly the first "earthwork" of the 
twentieth century-seizes the eye and guides 
it to a small, pagoda-like structure at the 
lawn 's end. Steele's solution emphasized 
the magnificent expanse of ground by join­
ing the contours of the designed landscape 
with the mountainscape beyond. 

Miss Choate's request for steps down 
to her cutting garden led to another grand 
scheme. By 1938 Steele was under the sway 
of the bold rhythms of Art Deco. He had 
also just returned from the last of many 
trips to Italy . These two forces converged 
in a design that faintly recalls a Renais­
sance inspiration. The Blue Steps have be­
come Steele's signature work, one of the 
best known images in American garden 
design. 

The visual play between the blue semi­
circular concrete vaults and the curving 
white rails is beautiful, but the feature would 
not be half so striking without the grove 
of Betula papyrifera surrounding it. Here 
Steele's genius as designer and plantsman 
found near-perfect expression-the reso­
nance between white rails and white trunks 
and branches is at once witty and poetic. 
Steele's ability to see plants as building 
blocks in the broad picture was serving 
him well. 

The trip down the Blue Steps is ac­
companied by the echoing trill of water, 
fed by a shallow brick rivulet that catches 
the sun and offers birds a spot to drink 
and bathe. Today the flower gardens that 



necessitated the feature have been replaced 
by lawn, a casualty of steadily increasing 
labor costs on the estate. Naumkeag is the 
on ly garden by Steele open to the public. 

I n 1946, nearly a decade later, the 
landscape architect was hired by a 
young Worcester, Ma sachusen , 

couple to create a garden in their sharply 
sloping, densely wooded backyard. Re­
turning to the sculptural approach that had 
served him so well at Naumkeag, Steele 
directed bulldozers with hand signals until 
he had resolved the property into a series 
of giant, curving terraces that found visual 
fulfillment in a large pine at the hill bot­
tom. Steele defined the edges of the great 
curves with a formal bedding scheme that 
included blue-gray stone, Festuca glauca, 
Rosa " Gruss an Aachen", and Stachys by­
zantina. Other features (including a wall 
of Adiantum pedatum, a rock wall ga rden 
at the house terrace, and a series of small , 
lead-bottom pools) did not disturb the dy­
namism or unity of the unusual scheme. 

Steele's landscape projects-nea rl y a ll 
of them residential-often extended far 
beyond conventional garden planning to 
include siting houses, laying out and con­
structing drives, service courts, and park­
ing areas, and designing outbuildings and 
house additions. During his forty-eight years 
of practice in Boston, and his decade-long 
"semi-retirement" in Pittsford, he made 
over 500 gardens, many of them large and 
expressive landscapes requiring many years ' 
planning and growth . Steele's concerns with 
utility and livab ility remained constant 
while he explored a range of artistic 
expression inspired by historical forms , his 
own rich im agina tion , a nd hi s client's 
wishes. 

Steele's gardens (many of which are 
accessible only through old photos and 
plans) offer intriguing answers to ancient 
landscape dilemmas. But his example is 
illuminating in the broadest sense-Steele 
approached his work as an artist, and be­
lieved, as he convinced others, that the 
truly successful garden offers a playground 
for the owner's inner, sometimes hidden 
self. When observed, it is a lesson that 
results in landscapes of great beauty and 
meaning. 

-Robin Karson 

Robin Karson, contributing editor for Garden 
Design and Landscape Architecture, is the 
author of Fletcher Steele's biography to be 
published in 1989. 
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GREENKNEES 
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I garden about 20 hours a week. That means a lot of 
kneeling and bending over.~ One day, hot, uncomfort­
able ana with sore knees I started wishing for the perfect 
gardening pants. They would have built-in knee pads, 
thick and always in place. Plus a waist that expanded /' . 
w hen you bent over instead of cutting you in two. And I 
th y'd be as sturdy, but cooler than the overalls I was 
wearing. Since no uch pants existed, I had a p~. 
made up by a friend, just like I wanted them. 
Every body I met wanted a pair, so I named 
them "Greenknee " and now you can buy them 
from me.~ They have peciallv designed pockets 
'" I . . b d on the knees. In [de eaCh is a knee pad 
" asllc waISt an imil' th C baJJ I fo r comfOl1. And s. ar to . e one lOot p ayers wear. 
s'~ I'I1 - ill shears High denslty foam.1\Vo layers each 
holster. 3/a-inch thicK.. In between, a cushion 

of air. You can kneel on rocks and 
feel like you re on clouds. When 
you wash the pants just slip the r _ 
pads out. There's a water repel- . 
lant nylon lining in the knee pocket to Knee pockets hold 
keep away ground m oisture. ~ The rear half thick rubber pads 

of the waist band is gathered with a sturdy, 2-inch band of 
elastic. The waist gives w hen you bend.~ The pants are 
most comfortable when worn with suspenders. So I offer a 
pair made of top-grade 1Yz-inch wide elastic webbing. For 

those w ho prefer a belt I offer an excellent one of the same 
elastic. ~ There s a holster for your hand pruning shears sewn 

~ on to the right leg. Indispensable. And where 
you usually firid a watch or coin pocket, there's a 
shallow little pocket just big enough to get your 
thumb and forefiriger into. It's for seeds.~ 
Greenknees are made in the USA of the best 10 oz. 
domestic cotton twill. It breathes better than 

, - denim and is more comfortable, and is very dur-
able. Everything is double-stitched and bar-tacked for long life 
with rugged use.~ Greenknees come in one color-a deep 
green. (If you garden, that's what color the knees end up, no 
matter how they start.)~ There'sjust one style for both men 
and women. The cut is full , for maximum comfort. There are six 

Cutaway view 
of knee pocket 

and pad 
sizes: XS (25-28) ; S (28-31); M (31-34); L (34-37) and 

XL (37-40); XXL (40-44).~ If you want to garden in 
comfort, get yourself a pair ofGreenknees. Ifsomeone 
you like gardens, give them a pair. They'll thank you 
every time they bend over or kneel. - Bob Denman 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Name __ prs. Greenknees gardening 
Address pants @ $39.95 

City. _____ State ___ Zip___ Sizes: -----
Telephone (<-__ j) _______ _ 

COMPANY 
2913 Saturn St., Suite H, Brea, CA 92621 (714) 524-0668 
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NEW COLLECTIONS 

A Gift of Chinese Penjing 

This story begins in Hong Kong in 
November 1975. My wife and I, 
along with other participants in the 

American Horticultural Society's Asian 
tour, were invited to visit Dr. Yee-sun Wu's 
collection of artistic potted plants, called 
"penjing" in Chinese. Although I had just 
completed a gardening bulletin titled 
"Growing Bonsai" for the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture and was also aware 
that the U.S. National Arboretum had re­
cently received a gift of fifty-three bonsai 
from the citizens of Japan through the Nip­
pon Bonsai Association, this visit gave me 
a totally new understanding of how land­
scape trees and shrubs could be contained in 
such small living spaces. 

Dr. Wu's collection was a private one, 
created for personal enjoyment and main­
tained for viewing by only a few honored 
guests. Unlike the bonsai displays of Japan, 
where an educational or commercial as­
pect was often involved, Dr. Wu's collec­
tion was a statement of one person's mas­
tery of the living landscape. At first glance 
I found the penjing to be too stark, too 
finely trained, too reduced, as opposed to 
the lushness I had learned to admire in 
Japanese bonsai. I also found the presen­
tation of more than 800 "trees" in one 
setting overwhelming from the viewpoint 
of daily care and maintenance; the gar­
dener in me said that the responsibilities 
for so many plants would be more than 
most people would consider. 

After touring the collection, we were 
invited into the residence to view the Chinese 
antique furniture and penjing containers 
and were offered a classic Chinese meal 
with a "lazy Susan" of dishes both hot and 
cold. When I left it was with several sets 
of slides that pictured the stone bases, as­
cending forms, and tiny garden artifacts 
of the penjing. Over the next several years 
I used these slides over and over again with 
different lectures to illustrate the garden­
er's striving to tame plants for urban life 
and the decisions which we all must make 
in preservation. 

RIGHT: A twenty-seven inch Pinus 
thunbergii. 

10 October 1988 



Peter Bloomer 

Move fo rwa rd ten yea rs: I am now 
director of the U.S. Na tional Arboretum, 
hav ing moved to the 444-acre resea rch/ 
educa tion faci li ty o f the Agricultural Re­
sea rch Se rvice after twenty-five years as a 
resea rch horticulturist a t the Beltsvill e Ag­
ri cultural Resea rch Center in Maryland . 
One of the first things J lea rned on my 
arriva l at the Arboretum was of the ten­
ta ti ve offe r of Dr. W u to give the American 
people a coll ecti on of penjing-the very 
plants on the lides I had shown so fre­
quently with my lectu res . [n the files J fo und 
lerters dating fro m 1975 suggesting that 
Dr. John L. Creech, the th ird director of 
the Arboretum, should visit Dr. Wu's co l­
lection in Hong Ko ng on his nex t trip to 
the Orient. Other letters over the next few 
yea rs represented increasing progress to­

wa rd the offering of a collecti on to the U.S. 
Na ti onal Arboretum. I then bega n to take 
up the campaign myself, as I rea li zed that 
a Chinese co ll ection of trees would help 
us tell a more complete sto ry about arti stic 
pot plants. I continued the wo rk of Dr. 
Creech in encouraging the fo rmation of 
the National Bonsa i Foundation and in 
establishing goals toward creating a Na­
tional Bonsai Museum on the grounds of 
the Arboretum. Together we worked to 
complete the 1975 design of the interna­
ti onally-famous architect, Masao Kinoshi­
ta , to display the original fifty-three bonsai 
that were gifts from Japan, along with 
Chinese penjing and North American 
bonsai . 

In 1985, Mrs. Orville Bentley, wife of 
the assistant secretary of agriculture, took 
a letter of acceptance for a portion of the 
collection to Dr. Wu from the secretary of 
agriculture, John Block, and thus began 
the detailed process of bringing the trees 
to the United States. Dr. Terry B. Kinney, 
Jr., administrator of the Agricultural Re­
search Service, provided the funds to fly 
the plants to this country and to maintain 
them during a two-year quarantine. 

On June 26, 1986, the plants were 
preseNted by D~. Wu to the people of the 
United States. Sylvester G. March, super­
visory horticulturist, R0bert F. Drechsler, 
curator of the National Bonsai Collection, 

and J escorted them from Hong Kong to 
San Francisco. When we got to Dulles In­
ternational Airport on July 1 we found that 
the airline had sent the trees to Los Angeles 
whil e we were traveling on tickets with the 
same fli ght number. Mr. March spent most 
of that ni ght trackin g them down and co­
ordinating their deli very, and finall y, on 
the morning of July 2, they arrived at Dulles 
after having been in transit for almost three 
days . 

We were thankful that at both Los 
Angeles and San Francisco the plants had 
been watered by an interested airline at­
tendant. We were greatly concerned about 
the shallow trays and their limited supply 
of wa ter-the trees could easil y have be­
come stressed. But, amazingly, an early 
summer downpour drenched the trees as 
th ey emerged from the 747 at Dulles. After 
a puzzling transfer of government docu­
ments for gifts o f unassignable value, the 
staff of the U.S. National Arboretum mo­
tored up in a convoy of trucks to transport 
the trees to the same quarantine houses at 
Glenn Dale, Maryland, that had been used 
fo r the Japanese collection eleven years be­
fo re. 

The staff cut their way through the 
crates and netting to place the trees in the 
screened lath house, and a team of eight 
specialists descended on the plants to check 
every aspect-insects, nematodes, snails, 
slugs, and diseases. There was even an in­
spector for the wooden packing material! 
The plan called for Robert Brittingham, 
officer in charge, Plant Germplasm and 
Quarantine Center, Beltsville, Maryland, 
to handle all of the materials and dispose 
of them safely (all the original growing 
media was to be changed and disposed of 
within one year). Because of these precau­
tions, only a few groups were allowed to 
visit the collection. For the next two years 
Robert F. Drechsler and Daniel J. Chiplis 
visited daily to care for the plants, and 
volunteers Janet Lanman and Ruth La­
manna aided in the re-potting and pruning 
on a weekly basis. 

The formal presentation of the pen­
jing was on September 30, 1988. Stephen 
Wu, a banker from Boston, Massachu-
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I The ONLY specialty liquid plant I 
I foods in the industry. Made for I 

safety, accuracy and results. I 
I JUNGLE JUICE (2-5-4) for fantastic . 
I foliage growth and super green. I 
I GRANNY'S BLOOMERS (0-6-5) I 

ZERO nitrogen and special trace 
I for abundant african violet I 
I blooms, you won't believe your I 

eyes. 
I CACTUS JUICE-(1-7-6) For I 
I outstanding specimens and helps I 

promote flowering. I 
I FLOWER CRACKER (1-6-5) For 
I Impatiens, Orchids, Bromeliads, I 
I Geraniums, all flowering plants. I 
I 

6 oz_ bottle makes 12 gals_ capful I 
measure_ $3_85 ppd_ 

I Any 4-6 oz. bUs. $11.85 ppd. Free I 
catalog. 

. gClarel Deerfield, IL 60015 L btl a ora ones, nc 

o Bronze aluminum 0 Shatter-resistant glazing 
o No foundations required 0 Easy do-it-yourself 
assembly 0 Ideal greenhouse, spa /hot tub room. 

Send $2 for Color Catalogues, Prices, 
SENT FIRST CLASS MAIL. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

VEGETASLIO FACTOI'lY, INC . 
P.O. Box 2235 , Dept AHO 
New York, NY 10163 
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NEW COLLECTIONS 

A Comparison of Bonsai Styles 
Chinese 
Penjing 

Japanese 
Bonsai 

North American 
Bonsai 

funn Ascending Dimensional Experimentation 
Clearing/starkness Depth/lushness and discovery; 
Trunk, roots are emphasized Foliage is emphasized styles are still 

Species Temperate and tropical 
species 

Source Found, and recently put 
into traiming 

Training Thin, prune and clip 

Media Natural clays of region 

Artifacts Figures, shrines and bridges 
to create illusions of 
landscapes 

Container Many guidelines of size, 
color and texture 

setts, and the younger brother of Dr. Wu, 
presented the plants to Peter Myers, dep­
uty secretary of agriculture, and the col­
lection was then placed in a temporary 
setting at the Arboretum. Thirty-one trees 
ranging in age from twenty to over 200 
years are in the collection. Various styles 
are represented: the forest, clinging to Ying 
tak stone, two-tree, mother with son. The 
containers are either white marble pots or 
from Shiuvan, Guangdong, Wuxi Jiangsu, 
or Taiwan; several antique pots are over 
200 years old. The trees and shrubs have 
been trained by the "grow and clip method" 
to create a variety of rock shapes and scenes; 
others represent overhanging cliffs or 
mountain peaks and ranges. Miniature fig­
ures, bridges, boats, and pavilions are in­
cluded, so the potted plants have become 
artistic depictions of China's famous land­
scapes. 

The National Bonsai and Penjing Mu­
seum collection now includes over 250 dis­
tinguished trees from Japan, Hong Kong 
(Chinese Lingnan School), and North 
America. Ultimately, this six-acre site will 
have a series of garden experiences. En­
trance is through the Ellen Gordon Allen 
garden, a gift of Ikebana International, 

emerging 

Native trees and Exotic and native 
shrubs; hardy types North American 
are emphasized species 

Found, and centuries Recent interest, 
of training mostly collected 

from the wild 

Thin, prune, clip and Thin, prune, clip, 
wire wire and mould 

Complex mixture of Varies with 
components specialist and 

traditions 

The plants Many approaches 
themselves scaled to by various artists 
human size 

Many guidelines of Many traditional 
size, color and practices are 
texture emerging 

which leads into and includes the Japanese 
cedar forest (Cryptomeria japonica) and is 
followed by the Chinese, Japanese, and 
North American gardens and pavilions. 
Offices, teaching and display rooms, 
greenhouse and lath house areas will make 
the facility into a first-rate museum. The 
National Bonsai Foundation is securing 
funds for construction, to maintain the trees, 
and to provide educational experiences 
about bonsai and penjing throughout our 
nation. 

It is gratifying that the slides I ob­
tained during my 1975 visit to Dr. Wu's 
collection have now, in 1988, become liv­
ing plants on the grounds of the U.S. Na­
tional Arboretum. I invite you to visit and 
to learn about these gardening practices of 
southern China dating from the First Cen­
tury. Now, as then, they are living poems, 
pliable sculptures of the renewing earth, 
and with our nation's gratitude, they are 
available for all Americans to see at their 
own National Arboretum. 

-Henry M. Cathey 

Henry M. Cathey is the fourth director of the 
U.S. National Arboretum and a former 
president of the American Horticultural 
Society (1974-1978) . 



The Bourbon, the damask, the China, 
the multiflora-the classic beauty 
and sweet perfume of 
old-fashioned roses ... 

OLD 
GARDEN ROSES 
And Selected Modern Hybrid~s ~~~~~~LA 

Photographs by Josh Westrich. 
Text by Eva Dierauff and Anny Jacob. 

Foreword by 
Helene von Stein-Zeppelin. 

Rosa-the queen of flowers-has been ce lebrated and revered 
throughout recorded history. In myth and legend, poetry and paint­
ing, in religion, music and medicine-and here, in this sumptuous 
collection of photographs. 

Breathtakingly beautiful color photographs capture the classic 
grace of 80 old rose varieties that are today 's favorites, along with 
some of the choicest modern hybrids. A very special volume that is 
sure to delight even the most passionate lovers of gardens and 
roses. 166 illustrations, 83 in color. FPT $50.00 

A SELECTION OF THE GARDEN BOOK CLUB 

For faster service, call 1-800-233-4830 

THAMES AND HUDSON, INC. 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York 10110 

r--------------------l 
THAMES AND HUDSON INC. 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10110 

Please send me copy( ies) of OLD GARDEN ROSES 
@ $50.00 per copy. If not satisfied, I may return the book(s) w ithin 
10 days for a full refund. I enclose $ (check or money 
order; please add applicable sa les tax in NY and CA.) 

Name ____________________________ __ 

Address ___________________________ _ 

City _____________________________ _ 

State/Zip _________________________ _ 

AH L ____________________ J 



Henry itchell 

14 October 1988 

talks about his own kind 
of garden, and the plants 

he won't live without 



Obviously if your garden is thirty­
seven by ninety-six feet you deal 
with that space; if it is four and a 

half acres, you use your land differently. 
If a sev(mty-foot-high maple grows a few 
feet from your garden on a neighbor's land, 
clearly you make allowances for that dis­
gusting fact. No garden exists apart from 
its setting-the particular climate of its ge­
ography, the nature of the soil, the pres­
ence or absence of large trees, walls, and 
existing plants. A gardener would not lightly 
saw down a thirty-foot-high box bush al­
ready growing in the garden he recently 
acquired, even if it is not where he would 

like it to be placed, or even if he did not 
particularly like box. 

In short, and to save endless caveats, 
the reader is expected to know that no 
garden is "ideal" for all situations or for 
all gardeners. What follows is my own idea 
of a garden to suit myself and let us say it 
is a long narrow cat-run 40 by 185 feet in 
the nation's capital. The small house sits 
forty feet from the sidewalk in a neigh­
borhood of large trees and neat lawns. 

First, I would abolish the lawn, since 
the land in this small space forty feet square 
drops to sidewalk level in three terraces. 
And besides, I do not like lawns or the 

. hericlyrnenurn 
Lonlcera ,.. 

infernal racket of lawn mowers. Passing 
trucks and cars are of slight interest to me 
as well, and I would screen this fore-garden 
with a line of shrubs. A central walk would 
lead to the front door, and be given em­
phasis by an arch or small arbor at the 
sidewalk. 

An endless variety of plants exists to 
glorify the entrance arch. In sun, few things 
excel a climbing rose, and my €hoice would 
be 'Jaune Desprez', an everblooming crea­
ture introduced in 1832 and hardy at least 
to Philadelphia. The clustered blooms of 
pale apricot are two to four inches (de­
pending on manure, water, and general 
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Clematis 'Et 01 0 

01 e V,olette' 

16 October 1988 

care). The color is not strong at all, and 
sometimes it is mainly pink, sometimes 
yellow, and the musk fragrance is intense. 
This is a massive plant and would require 
heavy support. 

In half-shade, where the rose would 
never be at its best, I would choose hon­
eysuckles. Possibly the best is Lonicera 
heckrottii, its flowers rose with buff in­
teriors and a slightly glaucous foliage that 
lasts into December. It is somewhat fra­
grant at night. But my choice would be the 
common European honeysuckle, L. peri­
clymenum in the form known as "late 
Dut€h." It is vaguely rose-colered, and 
scented. Tangling with it (planted on the 
other side of the arch), I would grow the 
wild American scarlet honeysHckle, L. 
sempervirens, whicm is scentless. 

I f I wanted a heavier foliage to make 
a more monumental entrance, I 
would choose the wild Japanese 

clematis, Clematis maximowicziana, long 
known as C. paniculata, with white almond­
scented stars in great masses at Labor Day, 
and foliage immune to bugs and blights. 
To the sides of the arch, forming a scn~en 
from the street, I would use a mixture of 
evergreen and deciduous shrubs. A good 
fat bush of the English box near the arch 
would emphasize the entrance, and I might 
indulge myself here in a variegated yucca 
and a daslirion from our own Southwest, 
D . texanum, opposite the most dwarf and 
slowest growing yews, only two or three 
of them, and perhaps three hollies, Ilex 
'Foster No.2', and a sweet olive, Osman­
thus 'Gulftide' . I would prefer the sweet 
olive of the Gulf Coast, O. fragrans, but 
it will not grow in Washington. 

I might include a large white azalea, 
the Glenn Dale hybrid, Treasure', which 
does not have the fine glossy foliage of the 
white 'Glacier', but which I prefer to other 
white azaleas. 

If there is enough sun, I would include 
a rose, the old alba variety called 'Celeste', 
which blooms only in May and makes a 
plant five feet tall and wide. A fine vi­
burnum for the end of the screen is Vi­
burnum plicatum 'Mariesii' which makes 
a globe of eight feet, its densely white flow­
ers strung solid along the tabular branches. 
It is scentless, but is as beautiful as the 
native dogwood, and blooms four or five 
days after the dogwoods. 

Another viburnum for this screen is 
the strongly perfumed V. x juddii, with 
pink tennis balls of flower that, if the day 
is soft and mild, can be smelled fifteen feet 
away. I would also try very hard to find 



space for a witch hazel, such as the hybrid 
'Jelena', with orange-bronze flowers be­
ginning in late January and beautiful fall 
coloring to the leaves. I admit, however, 
this plant likes to spread out horizontally 
more than I like. All these shrubs would 
be planted four or five feet back from the 
sidewalk, the space being filled in with 
daffodils and various wild tulips. Along 
the walk itself, the barrenwort or Epi­
medium makes a fl awless and weed proof 
edging that needs only to be cut to the 
ground once a yea r in February. It i dense 
and polished enough to take the curse off 
the maturing (that is, dying) leaves of spring 
bulbs. A plant or two of the Chinese forget­
me-not, Cynoglossum, which blooms in 
brilliant gentian blue for six week is also 
useful , as its large leaves come afte r the 
early bulbs are through flowering and helps 
to disguise their undignified ripening. 

All these shrubs will require sensib le 
attention as they merge together into a 
screen. Such an arrangement is no good 
for the gardener who wants to plant some­
thing and then forget it. But such a screen 
gives an agreeable-l almost said thrill­
ing-variety of greens and tex tures, with 
bits of color in late winter and sp ring and 
a bit of fragrance as the year goes along. 

T he walk from sidewalk to house 
may be concrete, and if so it should 
be repaved with brick, stone, or 

slate. It should be six feet wide at least, 
and edged with barrenworts on one side, 
to give a neat, cared-for look. On the other 
side I would use the blue star flower, Jph­
eion uniflorum, sometimes called Brodiaea 
or Triteleia. This little South American bulb 
forms hummocks of narrow, strap-shaped 
leaves surmounted by dozens of sky-blue 
stars an inch and a half wide, fragrant, and 
borne on individual stems. It blooms for 
three or four weeks starting in mid-March, 
then dies down for the year. 

On both sides of the walk, I would 
use some fat box bushes, the kind wrongly 
called "English Box," and an occasional 
vertical columnar box of the kind wrongly 
called "American Upright Box." The fat 
box bu~hes would be just on one side, only 
three of them, nothing too studied. 

Back of the box, and clearly visible 
between them, I would carpet the ground 
with bulbs that bloom early, crocuses 
(especially the ones bred from Crocus 
chrysanthus) and the very early lavender, 
flame-centered C. sieberi, along with 
Chionodoxa sardensis and C. gigantea, 
Scilla siberica, Endymion hispanicus, Scilla 

Continued on page 37 
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By Lorraine Marshall Burgess 

hen first we discover late­
blooming colchicums they 
seem a wondrous after­

thought provided by some 
freak of nature, yet once we 

are convinced that these are nor­
mal plants blooming in their own 

autumnal rhythms our attitudes change 
from awe to acquisition. 

Cormous plants, the genus Colchicum 
is a member of the Lily family and is not 
related to the crocus, which is of the Iris 
family. Although they are crocus-like in 
appearance, they are larger. Their flowers 
are tubular, in six segments with six sta­
mens within each tube. This aids in dis­
tinguishing them from crocuses, since cro­
cuses have three stamens. Their cycles of 
growth, bloom, and dormancy vary from 
the timing of other plants, but we adjust, 
as we learn to accept their aberrations . 

Contrary to our bulb-purchasing hab­
its, colchicums should be ordered in spring 
for midsummer planting (August into Sep­
tember) and put in the ground as soon as 
they arrive from suppliers. This need for 
urgency is based upon the bulb's tendency 
to break into bloom soon after it gets out 
of commercial storage. Believe it or not, it 
can do this without soil or water. Certain 
novelty houses, capitalizing on this "ea­
gerness" factor, offer colchicums as win­
dowsill oddities, guaranteed to bloom pot­
less upon demand. But bulbs forced to 
bloom in the raw are sometimes stunted 
or of second-rate quality. Even then, all is 
not lost; given new homes outdoors after 
blooming, these orphans can right them­
selves and bloom the following year. 

When planting outside, look for qual­
ity and variety. Colchicums' normal bulb 
size is comparable to the size of a nectarin€. 
Plant them in midsummer in well-turned 
soil, making sure the top of the corm is 
three inches below the surface. Spacing 
bulbs eight to twelve inches apart allows 
room for cluster blooming in the second 
or third year. Some bonemeal is beneficial. 
Tty to provide protection from heavy rains, 
hail, or early snows by choosing a site un­
der overhanging tree or shrub branches. 
Look for a place offering only morning 
sunlight; afternoon shade is considered 
beneficial as a way of prolonging the 
blooming periods. 

American bulb suppliers list several 
species and a number of hybrids and cul­
tivars. Dutch growers claim their bulbs are 
the largest, and stateside suppliers make 
no counter boasts since much of their stock 
comes from Holland, either on commercial 
order or grown by Americans on leased 
low-country land. Others that are avail­
able include whites from England, lilac­
rose tints from Greece, pinks from Turkey, 
and creamy hues from Lebanon. Legend 
has it that this delightful flower originated 
in Colchis, a country now part of the Geor­
gian Republic of the U.S.S.R. 

Colchicums' unorthodox timing seems 
to produce unexpected pleasures. Its fall 
blooming serves as a reprieve against win­
ter for gardeners who otherwise begin 
mourning the passing of another garden 
year. Th€ delicate, translucent flowers im­
ply new beginnings instead of sad endings, 
and the dreary cycle of atrophy and decay 
is delayed for a month or more. 

RIGHT: Aptly named, 'The Giant' grows up to eight inches tall with large, 
vase-shaped flowers. 
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looming without the presence of 
leaves is another unusual habit 
of this plant. A friend in Col­
orado, finding Colchicum au­

tumnale in bloom again in his 
Rocky Mountain garden, is re­
minded of walks he took as a 

child with his grandmother in her 
Illinois garden. They always went 

into the woodland to view her colchi­
cum plantings. She would delight at their 
beauty and smile at their shapely forms, 
but she never made mention of their then­
popular name, "naked ladies"-nor did 
he. (But in spite of this leaflessness at the 
time of fall blooming, the plant produces 
sturdy clusters of large, coarse leaves in 
spring which must be allowed to grow full 
term in order to provide nutrients to sus­
tain its fall display.) 

The species most frequently cultivated 
is Colchicum autumnale which produces 
large, pale lavender-to-pink blooms in fall. 
A fine, yellow, bitter, and very poisonous 
powder is produced from its corms and 
seeds. (In fact, the entire plant is poison­
ous.) Its active ingredient, colchicine, is a 
powerful chemical compound that has been 
used in minute doses as a remedy for gout. 
When applied to the growing points of 
plants, it has the ability to alter the number 
of chromosomes. This ability has been ex­
ploited by plant breeders as a tool in de­
veloping new cultivars. Results of these 
experiments are sometimes outstanding, 
but not always so. 

Remember that colchicums bloom 
while other plants are resting and their 
coarse foliage appears most often in the 
spring, but in a few instances it grows im­
mediately after fall blooming. Be sure to 

visualize the presence of the strap like leaves 
in the off season. When you are choosing 
a place for your colchicum display, site the 
plants so the spring foliage won't smother 
small neighbors. 

As to specific cultivars, consider C. 
autumnale 'Album', a very fine white cul­
tivar having small flowers but prolific 
bloom. C. autumnale 'Pleniflorum' is a 
double, with peony-like flowers in lilac hues 
in late autumn. C. agrippinum is quite a 
departure with small flowers that are tes­
sellated (having a checkered pattern sim­
ilar to fritillaries). It is a light pink, pat­
terned in purple. The leaves are smaller 
than most colchicums and easier to use in 
association with other plants. 

C. speciosum var. bornmuelleri (syn. 
C. bornmuelleri) in pink is both huge and 
fragrant and boldly dares to bloom as win­
ter approaches. It was discovered in Syria 
and Iran by J. F. Bornmueller. C. sibthorpii 
(syn. C. bowlesianum, named for plants­
man E. A. Bowles) blooms in October, 
producing colorful flowers of strongly 
checkered purple on a pink ground. C. 
byzantinum offers rosy-lilac flowers in 



September, two-to-four inches in diame­
ter, and then produces foliage as the flow­
ers fade . A hybrid known as 'The Giant' 
resembles the largest crocuses, but in rosy­
lilac hues. It is frequently available from 
suppliers. Its large, vase-like flowers ap­
pear in succession through early fall. Others 
generally available are 'Waterlily ', double­
flowering in lavender-pink, and 'Autumn 
Queen', with deep purple checks on a paler 
ground. C. cilicicum is similar to C. by­
zantinum, but its flowers are star-shaped 
and in a deeper rose-lilac shade. C. au­
tumnale 'Daendels' is a clear violet, and 
C. 'Disraeli' a light blue. For the conve­
nience of beginners wanting to plunge in 
and make quick acquaintance, some nur­
sery houses are offering several in one 
packet. 

One landscape designer suggests that 
we plant our bulbs at a middle distance in 
our gardens, enjoying their charming 
blooms in fall and disguising their coarse 
leaves in spring by surrounding them with 
other spring bulbs. In rlOrthern gardens, 
the corms do their blooming in September 
and into October. In southern states, the 

corms bloom to a more leisurely rh ythm . 
In the Carolinas, fanciers vie with each 
other for the earliest flowerings and some­
times claim mid-August showings . The 
other challenge is to achieve continuous 
blooming through winter of one type or 
another. (The game of continuous flow­
ering is also played in England. ) Colchi­
cum growers also tend to be very fussy 
about color descriptions, defining such 
subtle differences as pale-rose versus rosy­
lilac. Rose-purple is, of course, different 
from purplish-red or lilac-purple. A true 
red colchicum, I'm told, has not yet been 
achieved. 

There is one species that gets mixed 
reviews. It is C. variegatum (syn. C. par­
kinsanii). It was praised by John Parkin­
son, one of England's foremost seven­
teenth century horticulturists. He was said 
to prefer "brave wlors," including those 
found in his own tessellated namesake. To­
day growers give it a so-so rating. And then 
there is C. luteum, an alpine type offering 
precious yellow flowers in spring and as 
early as February-most non-conforming. 
Author Elizabeth Lawrence, in her book 

PREVIOUS PAGE, TOP: A 
group of determined white 
colchicums push their way 
through a thick, green growth. 
BELOW: 'Waterlily', a 
double-flowering hybrid, 
appears to float above the 
soil. THIS PAGE: Colchicum 
speciosum var. bornmuelleri 
is a late- blooming, fragrant 
variety. 

Little Bulbs, claims to have two yellow 
colchicums from India that have" survived 
some fifteen years in North Carolina. 

Today Hartus Third reports some sixty 
to seventy species from Europe, North Af­
rica, and Central Asia, and lists seventeen 
for our consideration. These lovely little 
flowers offer us many gifts--delicacy of 
form, slender and graceful petals, delight­
ful color choices, and perhaps best of all, 
the promise of bloom in an otherwise lonely 
season. 

To ensure all this autumnal beauty in 
your garden be sure to protect its growing 
area from other plantings before and after 
the colchicums bloom. Mark their places 
with rag ribbons or small warning signs 
and declare the area off limits. These pro­
tective measures established, they caB be 
forgotten until the blooms appear. Then, 
colchicums are certain to make life upbeat 
in an otherwise downbeat season. 

Lorraine Marshall Burgess of Colorado 
Springs is an author of garden books and 
magazine and newspaper articles on 
garden afts. 
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A ild October sun gilds the fine 
old houses that line the streets 
of Georgetown in our nation's 

capital. On R Street, a time­
mellowed red brick wall with elegant 
openwork coping parallels the sidewalk, 
then turns north at 32nd Street. Almost 
unnoticed among the glossy leaves of a 
Magnolia grandiflora espaliered against the 
wall is a limestone plaque incised with these 
words: " .. . gardens have their place in 
the humanist order of life, and trees are 
noble elements to be protected by succes­
sive generations and are not to be lightly 
destroyed." This declaration by Mildred 
Bliss hints of the values that are cherished 
here; there can be no doubt that a special 
landscape lies beyond the wrought iron 
gate topped with a sheaf of wheat, emblem 
of Dumbarton Oaks. 

The splendid garden on the sixteen 
acres of hilly land inside has been referred 
to by garden historians as "the last great 
American garden." It was designed over 
fifty years ago by Beatrix Jones Farrand, 
one of the founders iN 1899 of the Amer­
ican Association of Landscape Architects, 
for Robert Woods Bliss (1875-1962) and 
Mildred Barnes Bliss (1879-1%9). The 
Blisses moved in a world of diplomacy and 
old money, collecting books and art during 
years spent abroad in government service. 

Today Dumbarton Oaks is not only 
the site of a significant garden, but it is a 
many-faceted place. A handsome neo­
Georgian mansion houses a connoisseur's 
library of gardening books-7,000 refer­
ence books and 3,500 rare books of botany 
and original botanical art. Prestigious mu­
seum collections of Byzantine and pre-Co­
lumbian art also reside here in specially­
built wings, one a glass jewelcase designed 
by Philip Johnson. 

Patrician philanthropists in the best 
sense, the Blisses in 1940 gave their prop­
erty, including the garden, mansion, and 
its contents, to Harvard University, Mr. 
Bliss' alma mater. It is now a Center for 
Byzantine Studies, fulfilling a dream of the 
donors to provide a "quiet place" where 
students and scholars could withdraw to 
study and write. Endowments provide for 
maintenance of the garden, and the whole 
environment is preserved as "an oasis of 
culture where the inanimate beauty of the 
objects within is complemented by the 
growing beauty of the gardens without." 

It all began in 1920 when during a 
three-year tour of duty in Washington, D.C. 
the Blisses bought fifty-four hilly acres in 
Georgetown as their country estate in the 
city. The rugged terrain overrun by cow­
paths and ramshackle farm buildings fea­
tured a big Federal-style house with pos-
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sibilities. Forthwith they hired an architect 
to begin alterations on the house, and Mrs. 
Bliss turned to the garden. 

Mrs. Bliss had seen many gardens while 
abroad. She particularly admired the sev­
enteenth and eighteenth century gardens 
of France where she and Mr. Bliss had 
attended social affairs. These fueled her 
vision for the garden she would build 
someday. In 1922 she found the perfect 
associate in Beatrix Farrand. (See Ameri­
can Horticulturist, April 1985.) Mrs. Far­
rand was then nearly fifty and on the cut­
ting edge of her profession; her landscape 
design work on country estates and major 
university campuses aCr0SS the country had 
earned her a fine reputation. Earlier Far­
rand had even done some work for Mrs. 
Bliss' mother, and it is likely that the Blisses 
had met Farrand's aunt, Edith Wharton, 
the novelist and champion of classicism iN 
the decorative arts, through mutual friends 
in Paris. When Mr. Bliss was appointed 
minister to Sweden in 1923 it was a relief 

to Mrs. Bliss to have someone in charge 
upon whom she could depend. 

It took eleven years to build the gar­
den, with much correspondence crossing 
the Atlantic between owneI and designer. 
Major decisions were made during the pe­
riods when the Blisses returned to Wash­
ington. As the garden evolved so did a 
lasting friendship between the women, 
and as it turned out, Farrand remained as 
consultant until 1947 to oversee changes 
in the garden even after it was given to 
Harvard. 

The Blisses intended their garden to 
be lived in, a place where they could relax, 
entertain friends, and smell the roses. Space 
was reserved for a swimming pool and 
teNnis court UNder a precipitous drop north 
of the house, close to it but out of sight. 

Farrand exploited the steeply sloping 
land to the north and east of the mansion 
by designiNg a series of terraced gardens, 
"listening to the light and wind and grade" 
as she studied each area. Each of the re-

ABOVE: A majestic beech 
demands your attention in 
the Beech Terrace. LEFT: 
A double ring of pFuned 
hornbeams surround the 
Ellipse. RIGHT: Colorful 
groupings of container 
plants round out the Arbor 
Terrace. 



suIting garden " rooms" carries out a par­
ticular theme: there is a Rose Terrace, Beech 
Terrace, Box Terrace, and so on. Each is 
enclosed by a masonry wall and linked to 
the other by steps. Each is embellished with 
specially-designed architectural features and 
ornaments in impeccable ta ste . Every­
where are balconies, steps, benches, urns, 
finials, fountains, and pools. Most of the 
sculptures were designed by Farrand and 
executed by Frederick Coles. 

A active social life went hand­
in-hand with Mr. Bliss' diplo­
matic duties , and the Green 

Garden, extending from the 
classic orangery attached to the northeast 
side of the mansion, was the stage for large 
parties. It is the most formal of the terraces, 
replete with pink marble benches, brick­
work, and decorative scrolls, fruits, gar­
lands, and shells. Potted plants could be 
brought out from the orangery to accom­
pany whatever furniture was needed. Far­
rand's treatment was simple and elegant­
lawn, ivy, and vinca around two existing 
black oaks-so that the neutral green 
background would be a foil for the festive 
dress of the guests. 

The garden becomes less formal the 
further from the house one progresses. By 
the time the Lovers' Lane Pool and am­
phitheater surrounding it are reached at 
the bottom of the east slope, the brick and 
marble of the higher terraces are replaced 
with weathered stone and wood. Con­
tained beds, borders, and lawns gradually 
give way to more rustic plantings-or­
chards and hillside growth traversed by a 
goat path-until all melds into naturalistic 
woodland. 

There are surprises and vistas-an in­
timate Star Garden for family dining half 
hidden behind azaleas, an Italianate am­
phitheater, an allee of silver maples, a ca­
mellia circle. 

One of the best platforms for viewing 
the informal part of the garden that lies 
toward the northeast is from the balus­
trade of the Arbor Terrace. A vine-covered 
pergola concealing a lead fountain shares 
the stone terrace with groups of pots dis­
playing fragrant plants. In spring, the view 
is of whole hillsides awash with golden 
forsythia, puffs of blossoms on crabapple, 
cherry, lilac, and other flowering trees and 
shrubs, and sweeps of colorful spring bulbs. 

On an October afternoon, however, 
the garden wears a different face. Below 
the same lookout a copse of dogwood trees 
cuts a wine-red slash on the landscape, 
birds feast on berry-laden honeysuckle 
(Lonicera maackii), and waxy yellow and 

Margaret Parke 
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red fruit dangles temptingly from the crab­
apples. The Zumi crabapple (Malus x 
zumi) is the star producer; it bears heavily 
in alternate years. Other crab apples are 
therefore interspersed on the hillside to pick 
up the slack, such as 'Hopa' (sometimes 
called 'Pink Sunburst') and the yellow­
fruited 'Van Eseltine' . 

A herbaceous border falls over a slope 
to one side of the picturesque Portuguese­
tiled tool sheds in the kitchen garden. It is 
filled with chrysanthemums, echoing the 
reds and golds of the woodland foliage 
along Rock Creek ravine on the northern­
most boundary. (This twenry-eight-acre 

Greenhouse ---

woodland was given to the National Park 
Service in 1940 by the Blisses and is no 
longer part of the garden.) Best of all is 
the way the slanting October light turns 
the landscape to gilt. 

It is impossible to stroll through the 
garden--or even think of it afterwards­
without feeling the powerful presence of 
its trees; one notices them as soon as one 
enters the gate. A thick planting of ever­
greens bordering R Street 0bliterates the 
sights aNd sounds of the city. A gigantic 
Katsura tree grows horizontally-as if fro­
zen in an etemal bow--on the fringe of 
the east lawn, along with an American elm 

Fairview 
Hill 

For s ythi a 

Hill 

~COl 
\~" 

North Vista 

l!f~~~ 
~===:II ~~ 

Muse m 
Entra ce 

The Plan of 
Dumbarton Oaks 
The paths marked with arrows designate the 
recommended wheelchair route. 

26 October 1988 

(there are six of this vanishing species in 
the garden), Japanese maples, and a selec­
tion of others. 

During construction the placement of 
walls and steps was sometimes shifted to 
accommodate roots from existing trees. 
Because of this a triangle of three choice 
beeches helps enSCOflce the terraced hill­
side and soften the transition to the nat­
uralistic garden surrounding it. One, with 
magnificent exposed roots, is the focal poiNt 
of the Beech Terrace, another stands out­
side the Rose Terrace, and the third graces 
both a corner of the FOUNtain Terrace and 
the Lovers' Lane Pool below. 



T
rees are used as screens, ac­
cents, markers, allees, and can­
opies for garden seats. They are 
pollarded, espaliered, and in the 

area beyond the gardens, scattered over 
hillsides, forming clouds of blossoms in 
spring and colorful foliage in autumn. 

This respect for trees in the landscape 
provided a shared frame of reference which 
could only have enhanced the two wom­
en's working relationship . Mrs. Bliss was 
impressed by Farrand's " profound love of 
trees ," not mere sentimentality on Far­
rand's part as she did not hesitate to cut 
them down to create vistas when this proved 
necessary. Mrs. Bliss noted that Farrand's 
skill ma tched her sensi tivity : " ... she 
managed somehow so to place her axes 
that the vista she wanted took its place as 
if by happy accident." 

The most impressive vista is from the 
steps of the north portico of the mansion. 
It is said that Farrand struggled to get this 
part of the garden right, and the problems 
bothered her for yea rs. Called the North 
Vista, it is a sweep of four, wide, tree­
bordered lawn terraces focusing on a view 
of cherry trees and woodlands at the end. 
The grandeur of the two towering cedars 
on either side of the first terrace (the orig­
inal Cedrus libani are now replaced by C. 
deodara) reinforces the similarity to a 
landscape painting by Constable. If the vista 
seems more grand than it actually is, the 
illusion is intentional. The three lower ter­
races are deliberately tapered inward to 
create a false, more distant perspective. 

There is other sleight-of-hand here. 
Steps with turf treads and brick risers con­
nect the spacious lawn terraces. These are 
invisible from the mansion, but looking 
back toward the house from the opposite 
end of the vista, the brick risers become 
visible. Though most visitors enjoy this as 
an unexpected touch of whimsy, landscape 
design students admire the ploy for the 
way it ties the landscape to the mansion. 

But what is a garden without flower 
borders? The main perennial planting is 
the herbaceous border, actually twin flower 
borders separated by a wide grass walk 
and enclosed between yew hedges. The only 
other flower garden is the Fountain Ter­
race. Tulips and early-blooming flowers 
fill these areas in spring and are replaced 
and interplanted with summer-flowering 
annuals and perennials. 11'1 September the 
beds are planted with nearly two thousand 
chrysanthemums. 

The mums a[(~ propagated in the gar­
den's greenhouse from "mother" plants 
lifted from the garden the previous No­
vember. Donald E. Smith, superintendent 
of gardens and grounds, says that cuttings 

ABOVE: Fall adds rich color to a secluded spor in rhe woods above rhe Lovers' Lane Pool. 

are made in February, then young plants 
are put out in the nursery in late sp ring 
and pinched back until July. They are rou­
tinel y fertilized and watered for trans­
planting to the flower borders just after 
Labor Day. 

Some of the older cultivars that have 
been admired over the years are 'Bronze 
Pyramid '; 'Gertrude Compton' (a single 
yellow); a pumpkin-colored, semi-double 
'Robert Wallace'; and 'Sunstone', which 
can be trained as a cascade for wall plant­
ers. Because white (a nd also pink) chry­
santhemums will turn an unattractive 
brown when nipped by frost, Smith uses 
whites sparingly in the borders. 

At the back of the herbaceous border, 
tall Michaelmas daisies alternate with the 
wonderfully graceful and long-lasting sin­
gle flowers of Anemone japonica held high 
on airy stems. The white anemones also 
grow against the stone wall behind the 
borders on the Fountain Terrace. 

This garden does not overemphasize 
herbaceous borders as might be true in 
other gardens of comparable size, but was 
designed to look its best in spring and au­
tumn and to be interesting in winter-the 
seasons when the owners would be in res­
idence. Washington'S hot and muggy sum­
mers were spent elsewhere. 

Under these circumstances, instead of 

filling the garden wirh ephemeral annuals 
and perennials-impractical at best-Far­
rand chose another tack. She relied on 
broadleaved evergreens-particularly holly, 
boxwood, and yew-to provide a per­
manent structure with year-round' interest. 
Then into this evergreen structure she wove 
flowering trees, shrubs, vines, and ground 
covers. 

Fine-leaved, dark bluish-green ever­
greens were the ones selected to be planted 
at the end of the driveway and for the 
"foundation" planting. Farrand felt these 
would harmonize best with the scale and 
the red brick of the house. Boxwoods and 
holly (/lex crenata and I. opaca) are clumped 
in massive groups at the entry court. Buxus 
sempervirens and B. sempervirens 'Suffru­
ticosa' flank the steps to the mansion as 
do two English yews, Taxus baccata 'Gra­
cilis Pendula' and the smaller T. baccata 
'Repandens'. These and Pieris japonica are 
interspersed along the foundation of the 
mansion with deciduous shrubs and climb­
ers (forsythia, spirea, wisteria, winter jas­
mine, and porcelain berry). 

Farrand disliked the effect when plants 
"muffle the architectural lines or cause the 
building to appear to rise from a mass of 
shrubs rather than from the ground." for 
the most pleasing results, she left one third 
of the line of the building unplanted. 
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In the waning October afternoon, the 
orangery at the southeast front of the 
house is lit by the fiery red berries of 
firethorn (Pyracantha coccinea) es­

paliered against the left doorway. The lacy, 
chartreuse leaves of a sinuous Chinese wis­
teria festoon the window arches, creating 
a lovely background for the vermillion fo­
liage of a Japanese maple planted in front 
of it. This pleasing picture greets visitors 
approaching from the driveway entrance 
(and could be adapted to grace any front 
entrance). 

Under Farrand's touch boxwood af­
fords a memorable experience and no one 
should miss the "journey" down the Box 
Walk which is entered just off the Beech 
Terrace. The descent is through the dap­
pled shade of a wide brick staircas€ with 
frequent landings, flanked by "rumpled" 
(Farrand's adjective) masses of the edging 
box, Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa'. 
Romantic trees are way-markers: mag­
nolias, golden-rain tree (Kaelreuteria pan­
iculata) , American elm, and a fine Japanese 
pagoda tree. The time it takes to reach the 
bottom is just right for instilling a mys­
terious or pensive mood. Then suddenly 
one emerges into a light-drenched circle, 
The Ellipse, enclosed by a double row of 
hornbeam (originally yews) pruned as an 
aerial hedge. A splashing Provencal stone 
fountain is at the center. Here it is possible 
to relax on a bench in this absolutely serene 
spot, cleansed of any distraction. 

The garden is preserved, in the main, 
as it was originally designed and amended 
under Mrs. Bliss' direction for its use as 
an outpost of Harvard. The not inconsid­
erable day-to-day labor that is demanded 
(pruning chores alone boggle the mind) is 
supplied by Smith and his crew of twdve 
gardeners. They are guided by Farrand 
herself. At the astute suggestion of John 
S. Thacher, the first director of Dumbarton 
Oaks, she wrote a remarkably meticulous 
document explaining the intent behind the 
design for every part of the garden; it also 
suggests maintenance or replacement pro­
cedures and gives forty-two lists of plants. 
This is now bound into a book, Plant Baak 
far Dumbartan Oaks, which sets th€ stan­
dard for the garden's preservation. 

Since Dumbarton Oaks is no longer 
a private residence, a measure of change 
is inevitable. Those made in the Rose Ter­
race are probably more significant to gar­
den historians than to rose lovers. This 
continues to be the favorite garden of many 
visitors and was also Mr. and Mrs. Bliss' 
favorite. (Their ashes are contained in a 
crypt in the west wall.) Sometime in the 
1970s the boxwood edging ('Suffruticosa') 
of the individual rectangular rose beds-



which Farrand considered so essenti a l to 
the design-was replaced with bluestone. 
Bluestone is practica l and satisfacto ry, but 
when one is confronted with o ld photo­
graphs of the Rose Terrace they show how 
much better box clo thes the ga rden and 
ca mo ufl ages the ba re feet of the ca nes. 
Charm has been sacrificed here, even though 
the box edging of the peripheral bo rders 
has been retained and o ffers partia l com­
pensa tion . 

Acco rding to Smith, who has been a t 
Dumbarton Oaks for th irty-s ix yea r and 
who as a boy wo rked in Mrs. Fa rrand 's 
own ga rden a t Reef Point, Mai ne it was 
necessa ry to replace from 300 to 500 box­
woods each time a severe winter hit Wash­
ington. (I n her Plant Book Farrand an­
ticipated that the box wo uld have to be 
replaced only once- " perhaps over 15 o r 
20 years"-when they became tOO la rge. ) 
Perennial candytu ft was tri ed as an a lter­
native edging, but this was a lso unsuc­
cessful. Finally, defeat was conceded in 1970 
and bluestone was install ed. But, urviving 
fair weather and foul , the la rge, humanoid 
box topiaries designated by Farrand to stand 
in the center o f the rose beds continue to 
carryon as majo r accent plants. They a re 
indispensa ble to the winter look o f the rose 
garden. 

In June, th e o ld climbers such as 

Hollen Johnson 

' American Pill a r' and the cl im bing fo rm of 
'Frau Ka rl Druschki' bloom agai nst the 
west wa ll along with o ther o ld shrub roses. 
Dia ne Kostia l McG uire, edito r of Fa r­
rand 's Plant Book, observes tha t the in ­
flu ence of Gertrude Jeky ll (whom Fa rrand 
adm ired and had visi ted in England ) is seen 

lEFT: From the " light-drenched" Ellipse, one can walk up the refreshingly shaded Box Walk 
to the Beech Terrace. TOP: An aerial view of the formal Pebble Garden. BELOW: 
Chrysanthemums provide a dramatic show of color in the Herbaceous Border. 

here in the effect o f the climbing and shrub 
roses. The central beds sparkle with the 
sumptuous bloom of the universally loved 
'Peace' rose, 'Summer Sunshine', 'Tiffany' , 
'Mister Lincoln ', and o ther hybrid teas and 
fl o ribundas as well as three roses existing 
fr om Farrand 's pl anting scheme- ' Ami 
Quin ard ' , ' Roselandi a', and 'Mrs. P. S. 
duPo nt '. Th e rem o nta nt t yp es k ee p 
blooming until frost, a great boon in a 
ga rden whi ch is on constant displ ay. 

T he co lor scheme that Farrand and 
Mrs. Bliss concocted for this garden is in­
tact. Pink and sa lmon colo rs a re selected 
for the south third of the ga rden together 
with a few o f the very deep red ones, the 
middle beds hold sa lmon and yell owish­
pink co lo rs, whil e roses in th e yell ow and 
orange range grow in the northern third 
of the ga rd en. (With the exception o f the 
rose ga rden, M rs. Bliss d is liked pink fl ow­
ers in mauve and magenta ranges and out­
lawed them. T his prejudice is seen in the 
ma n y aza leas pl a nted a t Dumb a rto n 
Oaks-a ll a re the white aza lea ' Indica 
Alba '.) 

A majo r change was made in the early 
1960s (Fa rrand di ed in 1959) when Mrs. 
Bliss rep laced the tennis court with the 
Pebble Ga rden assisted by Ruth H avey, for 
many yea rs a landscape architect in Far­
rand 's office. Small colo red stones from 
the beaches o f Mex ico a re set into a fl am­
boya nt pa rterre with sedum and th yme 
bo rder plantings. The Bliss motif of the 
sheaf of whea t is fea tured in the elabo rate 
design, and the fl oor is covered by a thin 
sheet of wa ter which enri ches the colors. 
The garden is unforgettably dramatic when 
viewed from one o f the terraces above. 
Ironica lly, the much-photographed Pebble 
Ga rden, one of the few major areas not 
designed by Farrand, has become some­
what of a logo for the garden. (The Pebble 
Ga rden has been damaged by frost and is 
currently being restored by taking up a 
section at a time and relaying the cobbles 
in fresh cement .) 

In the Green Garden above the Pebble 
Garden a memorial plaque to Farrand has 
been set into the parapet by the Blisses. 
Mrs . Bliss wrote elsewhere in a tribute : 
"Dumbarton Oaks has its own personality 
sculptured from Beatrix Jones's knowl­
edge and wisdom and from the daydreams 
and vision of the owners. The bonds of 
friendship and affection were firm and the 
guiding 'anima' of Beatrix Farrand will 
linger in all the highlights and shadows." 

Let it be so. 

Margaret Parke is a freelance writer and 
photographer who has previously contributed 
to American Horticulturist. 
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SEASONAL CONCERNS 

What PlantsAw 
Fighting the rght? 

Whether the drought conditions that 
prevailed across most of the 
country last summer are part of 

a long-term phenomenon or not is a much­
discussed question among climatologists. 
So far, though, they are not providing any 
definitive answers. Interesting theories 
abound, however, among them the idea 
that the North American continent may 
be well into a drought cycle that could 
continue for another two decades or so. 
Gardeners across this country who are ex­
periencing their second, third, or fourth 
years of water scarcity are probably start­
ing to regard such theories with some de­
gree of seriousness. 

W. George Waters, editor of Pacific 
Horticulture magazine, tells us that the 
tendency toward drought in the Northwest 
has been noticeable for the last two years, 
at least. "Our reservoirs weren't filled last 
year, and the snow pack in the Sierra 
Nevada wasn't good, with dry conditions 
causing the snow to evaporate rather than 
melt." He sees trouble ahead if rains don't 
materialize this year. Anthony J. Halter­
lein, curator of the American Horticultural 
Society's headquarters at River Farm and 
newly arrived in Virginia from Tennessee, 
speaks of four dry years in that state. As 
for farmers and gardeners in the Mid­
west-they'd probably rather not talk about 
it. One thing does seem increasingly ob­
vious: the vocabulary of Xeriscape and 
other conservation-conscious approaches 
will increasingly become an integral part 
of the gardening lexicon. As it probably 
should. 

Water is a valuable resource which, 
like a diamond, seems to become more 
precious with scarcity. But water's value 
is not that of a bauble or even a thing of 
beauty, water is basic to life. In this context 
squandering water becomes a serious mat­
ter indeed, an issue to be addressed in a 
larger context than that of a few difficult 
years. Drought-tolerant plants, especially 
drought-tolerant natives, assume increas­
ing importance as we rethink water con-
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sumption in terms of wateF "needs" rather 
than water "wants." A bonus to the chang­
ing awareness will be a new concept of 
garden beauty that may emerge if we step 
back a little from our sometimes-ridicu­
lous efforts to remold the American land­
scape with thirsty plants more appropriate 
to gentler, wetter climes. 

Plants That Work 
We spoke with horticulturists across 

the country abollt drought-tolerant p>lants; 
specifically, we asked them to tell us about 
plants in various regions that had survived 
the drought relatively unfazed, even though 
they might not traditionally be described 
as drought-tolerant. Here are some of their 
observations. 

Ruth Haskell of Kansas City said that 
in her own garden this year the perennials 

Perovskia, Liatris, Achillea, Potentilla, 
Sedum, Pennisetum, and Echinacea did well 
despite low moisture. Lavender, artemesia, 
creeping thyme, and roses also carried on 
in the face of extremely dry conditions. 

At the Memphis Botanical Garden Jim 
Brown said that though the crape myrtles 
were late in blooming, they seemed to be 
doing fine, as did the hollies, iris, and hosta 
(as long as they were sheltered). The dry­
ness led to troubles with spider mites, how­
ever, and the fire blight on crabapples was 
more severe than usual. "Red maples are 
in trouble," said Brown, "along with river 
birch, Magnolia grandiflora, the dog­
woods, and azaleas." The comment con-

ABOVE: Acer tataricum, a drought-tolerant 
maple, is a success in the landscape with 
appealing, red samaras appearing in the fall. 



cerning red map les was repeated in several 
areas . 

Mildred Pinnell at the Atl anta Botan­
ica l Ga rden commended the grasses Mis­
canthus, Panicum , and Pennisetum as sur­
vivors; she also mentioned Portulaca rosea, 
dusty miller (Senecio cineraria), sa lvia, and 
Z innia angustifolia, along with Juniperus 
and Magno lia grandiflora. Hesperaloe, a 
plant similar to a yucca but w ith a red 
fl ower, is " a wonderful plant fo r dry con­
ditions." She's no ticed a lo t of slow die­
back on deciduous trees due to the past 
several yea rs' d rought. 

At the Cox Arbo retum in O hio, Bob 
Butz and M arion Scheiderer sha red a list 
of d rought-to lerant plants fo r th at a rea : 
perenni als include Coreopsis, Gaillardia, 
Sedum spp., Stachys, and Yucca; outstand­
ing drought-to lerant grasses include Stipa 
pennata and Hordeum jubatum. Annuals 
a re Vinca, Zinnia, and Portulaca . The 
evergreens Scotch pine, w hite spruce, and 
bristlecone pine do well , as do Acer cam­
pestre, A. tataricum, Potentilla fru ticosa, 
and Sophora japonica. They also recom­
mended the ground cover Liriope spicata. 

Sturdy Beauties 
From the Northwest, George Waters 

mentioned a plant that's popula r across 
the country and that seems to be surviving 
well. " I noticed when I was in England a 
few years ago that camellias did well in 
drought conditions; here, I notice that they 
are surviving and flourishing even in quite 
obviously neglected gardens where water­
ing is intermittent at best." Waters is a 
strong advocate of the use of native plants. 
" In California they use a lot of M exican 
sages, which are popular and do well ; I've 
al so seen some splendid color effects 
achieved with drifts of Echeveria." Bro­
meliads work well in coastal areas, ac­
cording to Waters; cactus lends what he 
considers to be a somewhat aggressive feel­
ing and is most effective in carefully planned 
landscapes. He described the picture of 
" emerald-green lawns against a back-

ground of brown hills" as qui re ou r of 
place, and urged ga rdeners to bone up on 
regio na ll y-app ropri a te pla nts a nd land ­
scape designs. 

In genera l, the fo llowi ng plants a lso 
tend to be tolerant of dro ught condit ions: 
Viburnum lentago, V. prunifolium , Koel­
reuteria paniculata (th e go lden-ra in tree), 
Sassa fra s albidum, Co tinus coggygria 
(smoketree), Chaenomele speciosa (flow­
ering qui nce), Helianthus annuus (s un ­
flowe r), Eschscholzia californica (Califo r­
nia poppy), Iberis sempervirens (candytuft), 
a nd G leditsia tria canthos va r. in ermis 
(tho rnless locust). 

If drought does turn out to be a long­
term issue, the choice of d rought-tolerant 
plants is an option tha t every ga rdener wi ll 
want to consider. Each plant has qualities 
that make it endearing, and part of the 
ga rdener'S task has a lways been to find the 
rea l va lue and true beauty of plants in a 
pa rticul a r la ndsca pe. Another th ing to 

consider: as showier greens grow mo re 
sca rce, other, subtler greens tend to be­
come more appealing. Some of this coun ­
try's loveliest ga rdens a re composed en­
tirely of succul ents. 

We will all benefit if we also take other 
meas ures toward wa te r co nse rva ti o n . 
Mulching stabilizes soil tempera ture, con­
serves moisture and nutrients, and keeps 
thirsty weeds down. Drip irrigation, an 
option th at mo re ga rdeners a re inves ti­
gating, is one of the most effi cient ways of 
delivering water to plants; and we a re even 
hearing about systems to recycle house­
ho ld water to th e ga rden . This yea r 's 
drought mayor may not be a serious prob­
lem, but water conservation is an issue that 
thoughtful gardeners are taking more and 
more seriously. The responsibility-and 
the challenge-will, we hope, be part of 
the evolving beauty of the American land­
scapes we create. 

-Kathleen Y. Riley 

Kathleen Y. Riley is the editor of the 
American Horticulturist News Edition. 
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One Womans Legacy 

(IV on 't you take time to mourn. Get 
on with the task at hand," Car­
oline Dormon demanded shortly 

before her death in 1971 at the age of 
eighty-three. The friends she spoke to­
Sudie Lawton, Arthur Watson, and Rich­
ard Johnson-quickly complied and set to 
work to preserve her southern native plant 
garden on the grounds of Briarwood, her 
home in the wooded sandhills of north­
western Louisiana. 

To "Miss Carrie," as her friends and 
neighbors called her, Briarwood was 
" heaven on earth," a place that belonged 
to posterity, and with the help of her friends 
she had formed The Foundation for the 
Preservation of the Caroline Dormon Na­
ture Preserve in late 1970. Another friend 
of Miss Carrie's, Dr. Clair Brown, sug­
gested that they also start a Friends of the 
Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve, so with 
voluntary help and funds from the Friends, 
the reserve was launched. Today, visitors 
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Caroline Dormon and " grand pappy." 

find not only the remains of the many na­
tive plants Miss Carrie planted along a 
network of trails, but also a headquarters 
building erected with donated materials 
and labor from the lumber industry and 
local businesses, Miss Carrie's log home 
preserved just as she left it, and an ever­
expanding collection of southern native 
wildflowers, trees, and shrubs planted and 
cared for by Miss Carrie's friend and pro­
tege, Richard Johnson, and his wife Jessie. 
Like Miss Carrie, the Johnsons are self­
taught botanists who know the scientific 
names of every plant and tree on the 135-
acre property. They live in the headquar­
ters building with its f1oor-to-ceiling win­
dows, a large living room with a huge cen­
tral fireplace, and two bedroom wings­
one for visiting naturalists, the other for 
the Johnsons. 

Besides being Miss Carrie's official tree 
climber when he was a youngster, Richard 
was then and still is the kind of man who 

can fix or build anything, although his full­
time job is as an electrician for a local 
lumber company. Both he and Jessie de­
vote all their spare time to making Briar­
wood the kind of nature sanctuary Miss 
Carrie dreamed of-a preserve not only 
for plants but for animals, a place where 
the hand of man lies lovingly on the land, 
letting nature run its course with a mini­
mum of human interference and making 
only those "improvements" that further 
Miss Carrie's desire to preserve the south­
ern flora she saw ravaged by private in­
terests during the early part of this century. 

Back in 1919 she was a young school 
teacher in the pine woods of Kisatchie in 
Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana. She trav­
eled by wagon over the rough dirt roads 
to teach her country pupils. Her way led 
"through mile after mile of majestic long­
leaf pine forests ... The great pines came 
right to the water's edge on those lovely 
clear creeks, with only an occasional mag-



noli a and dainty w ild azalea and ferns," 
she later reca lled. She lost her deca de-lo ng 
battle to preserve a sma ll po rtio n of those 
virgin woods from lumbering, but on her 
own piece of land no lu mberman was ever 
allowed to touch " grandpappy," a 300-
yea r-o ld longlea f pine, the loveliest, most 
va luable, and majestic of the native south­
ern pine t ree species . T he lu mbermen tried, 
th ough, to ta lk M iss Carrie into " ha r­
ves ting" the " overmature" t ree. "Tho e 
pesky lumbermen," she wrote to her fri end 
Sudie, " were here aga in today, t ry ing to 
convince me th at 'grandpappy' woul dn' t 
outli ve me. But I know better-my very 
soul li ves in th at bea utifu l o ld gna rled and 
weather-bea ten tree." And , of co urse, she 
was right. Part of the officia l tout Richard 
Johnson gives to every visito r is a stop to 
see grandpappy, still ha le and hea rty just 
as Miss Ca rrie predicted . 

Over her lifetime M iss Carrie pursued 
a number o f ca reers-botanist, ho rti cul­
turist, forester, writer, landscape ga rdener, 
a rtist-and all of those ca reers are still in 
evidence at Briarwood . The headquarters 
building is a showcase fo r her books and 
her deli cate watercolo r pa intings of south­
ern w ild flowers, pa rticul a rl y Lo uisiana 
irises . In the earl y 1920s she lea rned that 
Dr. J. K. Small of the N ew York Botanica l 
Garden was interested in these irises and 
she o ffered to co llect fo r him. She also 
collected fo r herself, planting th e irises in 
natural bogs at Bria rwood in an effo rt to 
learn more about them. To her and even 
to botanists today, " they constitute one of 
the great bo t a ni cal m ys t e ri es-the 
unbelievable va riations in size, form and 
color make class ifying (them) extremely 
difficult," she wrote to one co rrespondent. 
She and several horticultural friends and 
relatives spent years hybridizing them. Miss 
Carrie, her sister Virginia, and her sister­
in-law Ruth even had a business selling 
irises for a time. From their work many 
hybrids were developed, including one that 
Ruth named in honor of Miss Carrie. She 
called the iris the 'Caroline Dormon', which 
Miss Carrie herself later descr ibed as an 
" uncontrolled hybrid . . .. (The) inner por­
tion of both petals and sepals is soft yellow, 
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shading out to rosy-red at (the) edges." 
The Bay Garden at Briarwood, which 

was restored to commemorate Miss Car­
rie's pioneer work in hybridizing Louisi­
ana irises, is at its height in April. Stocked 
with some of the finest and loveliest spec­
imens first hybridized by Miss Carrie and 
others, it is a showcase for "irisiacs" as 
she calIed herself. 

But irises were only a smalI portion 
of Miss Carrie's concern for native plants 
and trees. She drove alI over the South 
colIecting rare and unusual wildings such 
as stinking cedar (Torreya taxifolia), which 
she grew from a cutting she obtained in 
Appalachicola, Florida; the wildflower 
Amsonia ludoviciana, known only from 
three locales in southeastern Louisiana; and 
a lovely, smalI tree with rose-red fruits, 
Magnolia pyramidata. The latter she dis­
covered growing in Sabine Parish, Loui­
siana, 350 miles farther west than its known 
range at the time. On her next visit to the 
site, she spotted Lilium michauxii, the 
Carolina lily, another plant far west of its 
believed range. 

In addition to finding an extended 
range of many known southern plants, Miss 
Carrie discovered at least one new spe­
cies-a unique Hymenocallis or spider-lily. 
But when she, an unknown amateur, re­
ported it to experts they dismissed it as the 
common H. caroliniana. Nevertheless, it 
too was planted at Briarwood. Years later 
the same flower was rediscovered in east­
ern Texas by botanist Dr. Lloyd Shinners, 
who declared it a new species and named 
it Hymenocallis eulae in honor of Texas 
botanist, Dr. Eula Whitehouse. 

Combining her expertise in southern 
plants and flowers with her artistic talent, 
Miss Carrie wrote and ilIustrated her first 
book, Wildflowers of Louisiana, in 1934 
for amateurs like herself, and folIowed it 
up twenty-four years later with Flowers 
Native to the Deep South, which was partly 
an update of the botanical names in the 
previous book. Both books are filled with 
her delicate paintings of wildflowers and 
are colIectors' items now, although copies 
of the latter can stilI be purchased from 
the Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve. 

Miss Carrie also promoted the use of 
native plants in landscape gardening by 
writing numerous articles for southern 
gardening periodicals such as Home Gar­
dening. When she did the landscape gar­
dening for the Huey P. Long Charity Hos­
pital grounds at Pineville, Louisiana, she 
used only native plants, and when she 

worked as a highway beautification con­
sultant to the Louisiana Department of 
Highways in 1941 she tried to persuade 
the highway department to preserve the 
native trees and shrubs already growing 
beside state highways. To Miss Carrie, na­
tive species "are adaptable to local con­
ditions." As she wrote in her introduction 
to her book Natives Preferred, "by using 
native plants, gardens and public grounds 
can display the typical beauty of each re­
gion." That book is replete with the names 
and descriptions of native trees, flowers, 
and shrubs useful in garden settings and 
is written in Miss Carrie's own entertain­
ing fashion. 

At Briarwood sh~ had experimented 
with most of the southern native 
species she mentioned in her book. 

To her the southern vine, yellow jessamine 
(Gelsemium sempervirens), was "a very 
happy-natured plant," an early and long 
bloomer which "festoons every bush and 
tree," scenting the air with a delicate per­
fume. It still does so in early spring at 
Briarwood. Mountain laurel (Kalmia la­
tifolia) she regarded as "our finest native 
shrub," and she would be delighted to know 
that the mountain laurel planting she made 
forty years ago in the woods was excep­
tionally showy during the spring of 1987. 
This was because Richard Johnson al­
lowed the pine beetle epidemic in 1985 to 
run its course, and it killed many of the 
pines that had overshadowed the moun­
tain laurel. But as Richard wrote in the 
Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve News­
letter in April 1987, "nature is fast to fill 
in a void," illustrating a laissez-faire at­
titude toward natural processes with which 
Miss Carrie would no doubt have agreed. 

Miss Carrie did believe, though, in 
improving on nature. One example was 
the pond she built. Finding a small, spring­
fed stream between steep hills on her prop­
erty, she called in a local engineer to stake 
out its boundary. Then she had the tangle 
of plants and trees cleared out and the tree 
stumps removed. FinalIy, she convinced a 
road gang using mule-drawn scoops to dig 
out and dam her pond. It was finished in 
two days and it filled up naturally with 
water a few days later. But then the real 
work began-shoring up the four-foot bank 
on one side with rocks, soil, and plants. 
There she planted native violets, the small­
est of the wild irises, Iris cristata and Iris 
verna, wild ginger, and ferns, and at the 
top she put in mountain laurel, native aza-



Richard Johnson 

Jessie M. Harris 

TOP: Surrounded by a 
naturalized landscape, the 
Preserve's headquarters contain 
Miss Carrie's books and 
watercolor paintings. LEFf: Erect 
white bog torches topped with 
rough yellow spadices grow near 
the swamp. RIGHT: Slender, 
yellow-fringed orchids, Habenaria 
ciliaris. LEFf: Bold Carolina lilies 
with leopard-like spotting. 

leas, including the red-fl owered Rhodo­
dendron prunifolia (which she called the 
" most as tonishing azalea of all "), and the 
evergreen Lyonia lucida. 

On the fl at side of the pond there was 
a natural sphagnum moss bog, an ideal 
envi ronment for swamp candles or bog 
torches (O rontium aquaticum) with their 
showy, fleshy white stems topped with 
brill ia nt yellow spikes. They are still the 
outstanding fea ture o f the bog in M arch 
and April and are fo llowed in May and 
June with the blooms of the rare Pinckneya 
pubens, a nati ve of Florida, sent to her by 
a botanist fri end many years ago. She also 
planted yellow frin ged orchids (Habenaria 
ciliaris) , August bloomers which thrive in 
the wet areas . 

Wild orchids, in fact, remain one of 
a number of specialties at Briarwood. Fif­
teen species, including the bog orchid (Cal­
opogon tuberosus), the ye ll ow lady-slipper 
(Cypripedium calceolus), the white fringed 
orchid (Habenaria blephariglottis), and the 
rare shadow-w itch or glandular neotti a 
(Ponthieva racemosa) grow there today. 
O ther specialties at the Caroline Dormon 
Nature Preserve are a complete collection 
of native southeastern magnolias, azaleas, 
and wild crabapples; an unusual collection 
of viburnums, leucothoe, and hawthorns; 
and a large collection of hollies, including 
Ilex decidua va r. longpipes and Ilex am­
bigua, the la tter an endemic of the Loui­
siana sandhi lis. 

Before it was renamed the Caroline 
Do rmon N ature Preserve, Briarwood was 
recognized in 1966 as a "sanctuary for the 
fl ora of the South" by the American Hor­
ticultural Society. Since then the work of 
Miss Carrie 's friends, and specifically the 
Johnsons, has made it an even more com­
plete sanctuary of southern flora, a " study 
area, not a natural area," as Richard John­
son emphasizes. But for those who long to 
see a harmonious melding of nature and 
horticulture as well as a remnant of the 
wild sandhills of Louisiana before the lum­
bermen, Briarwood is the place to visit. 
The combination of southern hospitality 
in the persons of Richard and Jessie John­
son and natural southern beauty typified 
by the diverse collections of native plants 
and trees will leave any visitor with warm 
memories of a very special place. 

-Marcia Bonta 

Marcia Bonta writes for Pennsylvania 
Wildlife and Outdoor Digest and is a 
frequent contributor to American 
Horticulturist. 
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Pronunciation Guide 
Agave americana 

ag-AH-vee am-eh-rik-KA Y-nuh 
Akebia quinata 

ak-KEE-bee-uh kwin-NA Y-tuh 
Ampelopsis am-pel-LOP-siss 
Amsonia ludoviciana 

am-SOH-nee-uh lew-doh-viss-ee-A Y-nuh 
Anemone japonica 

an-NEM-on-ee jap-PON-ik-uh 
Betula papyrifera 

BET-yew-Ia pap-ihr-RIFF-er-uh 
Brodiaea broh-dih-EE-uh 
Buxus BUKS-us 
B. sempervirens 

B. sem-per-VYE-renz 
Calceolaria crenatiflora 

kal-see-oh-LA Y -ree-uh 
kren-ay-tiff-FLO R -uh 

Calonyction kal-oh-NIK-tee-on 
Calopogon tuberosus 

kal-oh-POH-gon too-ber-ROH-sus 
Cedrus deodara 

SEED-rus dee-oh-DAR-uh 
C. libani C. Iye-BAN-eye 
Chionodorxa gigantea 

kye-oh-nod-DOKS-uh jye-GAN-tee-uh 
C. sardensis C. sar-DEN-siss 
Choisya ternata 

KOY-see-uh ter-NA Y-tuh 
Clematis maximowicziana 

KLEM-at-iss or klem-AT-iss 
maks-im-oh-wiks-ee-A Y-nuh 

C. paniculata C. pan-ik-yew-LA Y-tuh 
C. x vedrariensis 

C. ved-RAR-ee-en-siss 
Colchicum agrippinum 

KOL-chik-um ag-rip-PYE-num 
C. autumnale C. aw-tum-NA Y-Iee 
C. bornmuelleri C. born-MEW-Ier-eye 
C. bowlesianum C. bohl-see-A Y-num 
C. byzantinum C. biz-an-TYE-num 
C. cilicicum C. sil-ISS-ik-um 
C. luteum C. LEW-tee-um 
C. parkinsonii 

C. par-kin-SON-ee-eye 
C. sibthorpii C. sib-THORP-ee-eye 
C. speciosum C. spee-see-OH-sum 
C. variegatum 

C. var-ree-eg-GA Y-tum 
Corn us florida 

KORN-us FLOR-id-uh 
Crocus chrysanthus 

KROH-kus kriss-ANTH-us 
C. sieberi C. SEE-ber-eye 
C. speciosus C. spee-see-OH-sus 
Cryptomeria japonica 

krip-toh-MEER-ee-uh jap-PON-ik-uh 
Cypripedium calceolus 

si p-ri p-PEED-ee-um kal-see-O H -I us 
Endymion hispanicus 

en-DIM-ee-on hiss-PAN-ik-us 
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Erythronium ehr-ith-ROH-nee-um 
Euonymus yew-ON-im-us 
E. alata E. a-LA Y-tuh 
Fagus sylvatica FAY-gus sil-VAT-ik-Hh 
Festuca ovina var. glauca 

fes-TEW-kuh oh-VYE-nuh GLAW-kuh 
Fritillaria meleagris 

kit-iI-LA Y -ree-uh mel-ee-A Y-griss 
Galanthus nivalis 

gal-ANTH-us niv-VAL-iss 
Habenaria blephariglottis 

hab-en-NA Y-ree-uh bleff-ar-ee-GLOTI-iss 
H. ciliaris H. sil-ee-A Y-riss 
Habranthus tubispathus 

hab-BRAN-thus too-biss-PATH-us 
Hemerocallis citrina 

hem-er-oh-KAL-liss sit-RYE-nl:lh 
Heuchera sanguinea 

hew-KER-uh san-GWIN-ee-uh 
Hymenocallis caroliniana 

hye-men-oh-KAL-liss ka-rol-in-ee-A Y -nuh 
H. eulae H. YEW-lee 
Ilex EYE-lex 
I. ambigua I. am-BIG-yew-uh 
I. crenata I. kren-NA Y-tuh 
I. decidua I. des-SID-yew-uh 
I. opaca I. op-PA Y-kuh 
Ipheion uniflorum 

IFF-ee-on yew-niff-FLOR-um 
Ipomoea alba eye-poh-MEE-uh AL-buh 
Iris chrysophoenicia 

EYE-riss kriss-oh-fee-NISS-ee-uh 
I. cristata I. kriss-T A Y -tuh 
I. fulva I. FULL-vuh 
I. unguicularis I. Im-gwik-yew-LA Y-riss 
I. x vinicolor I. VIN-ih-kull-er 
I. violipurpurea 
I. vye-oh-Iee-pur-PUR-ee-uh 
I. verna I. VERN-uh 
Jasminum nudiflorum 

JASS-min-um new-diff-FLOR-um 
Kadsura japonica 

kad-SOOR-uh jap-PON-ik-uh 
Kalmia latifolia 

KAL-mee-uh lat-iff-FOH-Iee-uh 
Koelreuteria paniculata 

kel-roo-TEER-ee-uh pan-ik-yew-LA Y-tuh 
Lilium michauxii 

LIL-ee-um mee-SHOH-ee-eye 
Lobelia erinus 

loh-BEEL-ee-ah er-RYE-nus 
Lonicera heckrottii 

lon-ISS-er-uh hek-ROT-tee-eye 
L. maackii L. MAK-ee-eye 
L. periclymenum 

L. pay-ree-KL YE-men-um 
L. sempervirens L. sem-per-VYE-renz 
Lyonia lucida 

Iye-OH-nee-uh LEW-sid-uh 
Magnolia grandiflora 

mag-NOHL-ee-uh gran-diff-FLOR-uh 

M. pyramidata M . pihr-am-id-DA Y-tuh 
M. stellata M. stel-LA Y-tuh 
Malus hupehensis 

MA Y-Ius hu-pay-EN-siss 
M . sargentii M. SAR-jen-tee-eye 
M. x zumi M. ZOO-mee 
Mertensia virginica 

mer-TEN-see-uh vir-JIN-ik-uh 
Nandina domestica 

nan-DYE-nuh dom-MESS-tik-uh 
Narcissus cyclamineus 

nar-SISS-us sik-Iam-IN-ee-us 
Nelumbo nucifera 

nee-LUM -bom new-SIFF-er-uh 
Nymphaea gigantea 

nim-FEE-tlh jye-GAN-tee-uh 
Orontium aquaticum 

oh-RON-tee-um ak-KWAT-ik-um 
Osmanthus fragrans 

oz-MANTH-us FRA Y-granz 
Perovskia pehr-ROFF-skee-uh 
Pieris japonica 

PYE-er-iss jap-PON-ik-uh 
Pinckneya pubens 

PINK-nee-uh PEW-benz 
Polygonum aubertii 

pol-LIG-on-um aw-BERT-ee-eye 
Ponthieva racemosa 

pon-THEE-va ras-em-MOH-suh 
Robinia kelseyi 

roh-BIN-ee-uh KEL-see-eye 
Rosa ROH-zuh 
Scilla autumnalis 

SILL-uh aw-tum-NA Y-liss 
S. siberica S. sye-BIHR-ik-uh 
S. tubergeniana S. too-ber-jen-ee-A Y-nuh 
Shibataea kumasasa 

shib-bat-EE-uh koo-ma-SAH-suh 
Smilax smalliana 

SMYE-Iaks small-ee-A Y-na 
Sophora japonica 

sof-FOH-ruh jap-PON-ik-uh 
Stachys byzantina 

STA Y-kiss biz-an-TYE-nuh 
Taxus TAKS-us 
T. baccata T. bak-KA Y-tuh 
T. x media T. MEE-dee-uh 
Torreya taxifolia 

TORR-ee-uh taks-iff-FOH-Iee-uh 
Tritelia trih-TELL-ee-uh 
Tulipa clusiana 

TEW-lip-uh kloo-zee-AY-nuh 
Ulmus americana 

UL-mus am-eh-rik-KA Y-nuh 
Viburnum x juddii 

vye-ElUR-num JUD-dee-eye 
V. plic:atum V. plik-KA Y-tum 
V. setigerum V. set-TIJ-er-um 
V. wrightii V. RITE-ee-eye 
Zephyranthes robusta 

zeff-er-RANTH-eez roh-BUST-uh 
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Continued from page 17 

tubergeniana, Tu lipa clusiana, blue Ro­
man hyacinths and, of course, plenty o f 
snowd rops, the p la in Galanthus nil/a lis 
being best. If I knew where to acq uire it, 
I wou ld also have a patch o f Scilla autum­
nalis fo r Septemb er , a mode t flower I 
greatl y loved when I once had it from the 
Rh one Va ll ey. If I dec id ed o n a bit o f 
October color, I would choose the blue 
Crocus speciosus. 

I n this patch of bu lbs, which wo uld 
be left alone a fter fl owering except 
to keep down th e w o nd e rfu I as­

sortment of chest-high weed th a t fl ouri h 
so well in semi-shaded spo t , there is no 
reason I could no t have a few Virginia 
bluebells (Mertensia l/irgin ica) and so me 
of th e smaller da ffodil s, but no thing la rger 
than the pale, flared flowers o f ' Beryl'. 

Narcissus cyclamineus is perfect, pro­
vided I wait a few yea rs for them to eed 
themselves into co lo nies. And I would no t 
want to be withou t at least a coup le o f 
pa tches of trout lilies (Erythronium 'Wh ite 
Beauty' is as good and as easy as any) . All 
these and even more- sure ly I would no t 
omit Fritillaria meleagris, sometimes called 
the toad lil y, with its checkered nodding 
bells--can be got into a space less than 
twenty feet squa re. 

Back of the box on the other side o f 
the wa lk I would have drifts of the da f­
fod ils 'Feb rua ry Gold ' and 'Tete-a-Tete' . 
These bloom usua ll y in mid-Ma rch and 
las t a month . Bordering th e fro nt ga rden 
at the sides, behind these bulbs, I might 
have Nandina domestica, no t tha t nasty 
little speckled dwarf fo rm whi ch is ugly, 
but th e usu a l five -foo t-hi gh ki nd wi th 
beautiful divided leaves and great pa ni cles 
of sca rlet berries. Not in a row o r a hedge, 
just a good clump of it, a long with the 
glossy evergreen pho tinia, maybe a few 
barberri es, a fine fat bush o f Euonymus 
alata 'Compacta' fo r its dusky but brilli ant 
red fa ll leaves, Viburnum wrightii and V. 
setigerum, which would be happier in full 
sun but which make do with light wood­
land conditions, and nea r th e house, the 
relati vely small crab, Malus sargentii. If I 
had more space I would instead plant the 
tea cra b, Malus hupehensis. These two are 
better than other crabs. 

The house has a small gabled entrance 
supported by four posts. In front of them 
and to the side I would try the common 
blue hydra ngeas that everybody grow s. 

They bloom in Ju ne and anno un ce their 
need fo r wa ter by drooping leaves. A plant 
I grea tly love is the li ttl e bamboo about 
mid-thigh in height, Shibataea kumasasa, 
whi ch is eve rgreen but w hich so meti mes 
browns at the edges in a cold winter. It 
runs a little, but behave better th an mos t 
bamboos. If there were mo re sun a t o ne 
end of th e little po rch I'd plant the o me­
wha t tender Mex ica n o range, Choisya ter­
nata, whi ch is no t an o range at a ll . Fo r th e 
po ts, whi ch [ would no t a ll ow to beco me 
completely covered, I would plant the madly 
vigo rou Apri l-blooming pink Clematis x 
l/edrariensis, leadin g it ho ri zonta ll y o n ca­
tena ry ga rl ands o r el e letting it loose on 
th e po rch roof. Ano th er pos t [ wo uld de­
vo te to th e sumptu ou but ma ll - fl owered 
c1emati , 'Eto il e Vi o lette', whi ch will make 
a ba ll of fl ower two fee t wide and three 
fee t high a t eye level if given wire upporr 
to six fee t and no higher. Ano th er pos t 
would be devoted to th e lightl y tender 
Sm ilax smallii and yet ano th er to th e Ja p­
anese c1 emati menti o ned ea rlier . Thi s will 
make a fin e mas o f fo liage and will stay 
in bounds if it wire support is seven fee t 
high. Otherwise it will romp on up to twenty 
o r thirty feet, and [ wa nt a ll th e e vine to 
deco rate and by no mea ns obscure th eir 
little columns, an effect ensured by d iscreet 
snipping a t th em o ff and o n thro ugh the 
yea r. 

[n the main ga rden behind the house 
I would have a bri ck wa lk, fi ve feet wide 
and perfectl y st raight, wi th a coup le o f 
upright yews, Taxus x media ' Hi cksii ' , 
on one side. T he da rk green yews woul d 
suppo rt the white cl ematis, 'H enryi', and 
a pi nk rambler rose, 'Mrs. F. W. Flight ' , 
which appa rentl y nobody in the wo rld likes 
except me and the Rosera ie de la H aye in 
Pa ris. We both thin k it superb . 

T he walk wou ld have five a rches over 
it, abou t fiftee n feet apa rt, covered w ith 
roses o f the kind ha rdly anybody grows 
nowadays . O n the first one (w ith one of 
the tall yews at one side of th e a rch) there 
would be th e white ra mbler, 'Seagull' , on 
one side and a bush of the common red 
rugosa rose, 'H ansa ' , on the o th er. G row­
ing into the rose and yew and mingling 
with the rambler rose I wo uld have the 
small clematis, 'Venosa Vio lacea', which 
blooms at th e same time. The next a rch I 
would devote to 'Aglaia', which is yellow, 
and 'Violette ' . The two do not bloom to­
gether, and 'Vio lette' is scentless. 

The next arch would be covered by 
'Blairii N o.2', a rather pla in name fo r an 
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opulent old Bourbon rose decked out in 
fat, pink, perfumed flowers rimmed in pale 
blush. It is too big a plant for an arch, but 
if I want it there, who should complain? 
Mingling with it is another 'Violette' which 
overlaps in bloom only three days or so. 
The next arch is more sober, given entirely 
to the white hybrid musk, 'Moonlight', 
and the last arch is devoted to the single, 
changeable China rose called 'Mutabilis'. 
It is not a climber, but will cover an eight­
foot-high arch. It is a trifle tender to cold 
and should be planted against a wall, where 
it will easily grow to ten feet or more. If 
it proves too susceptible to being killed 
back on the arch, it will remain as a bush 
on each side and the arch clothed with that 
best of the larger flowered clematis, 'Perle 
d' Azur'. 

I see that at this rate every reader will 
doze off long before we finish the 
garden. I have said nothing of so 

many plants that I would not willingly live 
without, and shall speak of them briefly. 

Irises are the most beautiful of all 
flowers, best grown in solid beds with 
nothing else. I should want at least one 
bed of them, in pastels, with only a few 
deep blues and purples and no reds, bronzes, 
or blacks, but plenty of straw yellow and 
other yellows, blues and lavenders, and 
light raspberry or soft magenta-a color 
of critical importance in bringing OMt the 
full beauty of the yellows and blues. 

Poppies and cornflowers, larkspurs 
and nasttlrtiums, petunias of a semi-wild 
type, such as you see along alleys, off-white 
and off-lavender and smelling sweet at night, 
are flowers I would have every year. 

Other indispensable roses not yet 
mentioned are the great climber, the pink 
'Mme. Gregoire Staechelin', and the wild­
looking white rambler, 'Polyantha Gran­
diflora', sometimes called Rosa gentiliana. 
The modest-in-height climber, 'Blossom­
time', with intensely fragrant, pink hybrid­
tea-type blooms all summer is one of the 
few modern roses I would grow. They are 
all right, but when space is limited I would 
not find room for them. I would always 
grow the purple gallica roses, 'Cardinal de 
Richelieu' and 'Tuscany', just out of habit, 
and the small-flowered 'Bll!lsh Noisette' out 
of passion. I mentioned it once, why not 
again? The great Noisette climber, 'Jaune 
Desprez', comes close to being my idea of 
a perfect rose, and I wORder how many 
gardeners who are fussing about with the 
newest climbers would prefer this old one, 
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ABOVE: Endowing gardens with large blossoms throughout the summer, Rosa 'Jacques 
Cartier' is one of the most popular Portland-China hybrids grown today. 

so silky in texture, so supreme in scent, so 
delicate in its blend of flesh, rose, canary, 
buff and a touch of orange, if they knew 
it existed. Then there is 'Jacques Cartier', 
a steady bloomer finely scented, a good 
healthy bush with quartered flowers of baby 
pink, and the great white climber, 'Mme. 
Alfred Carriere'. These are all roses, from 
among so many hundred, that I would have 
in my garden. 

I love vines. The only grape, of a dozen 
or so I have tried, that produces what I 
consider edible grapes is 'Villard Blanc', 
but any grape at all can be justified for its 
beautiful foliage. Another climber that is 
nothing much in flower (though it has blue 
duck-egg fruits in late summer) but un­
surpassed for delicate green foliage is Akebia 
quinata. Sometimes an arch is better served 
by this Asian vine that has no flowers to 
speak of than by a vine of flashy flowers 
that lacks the elegant disease-proof leaves. 

I do not want to go through life with­
out Polygonum aubertii, with racemes of 
white, lightly perfumed flowers blooming 
almost all Sl!lmmer, although I know well 
how troublesome it is to keep in bounds. 
Ideally, I would grow it up a dying forest 
tree and let it reach for the stars. 

Yet another beautiful vine I must have 
is the Carolina jessamine, with wonder-

fully sweet little yellow trumpets in April. 
And few vines please me better than trum­
pet vines, relished by hummingbirds above 
all others, and of these I would have to 
have both Campsis 'Mme. Galen', a larger 
flowered hybrid of our wayside native 
trumpet vine, and the yellow trumpet vine, 
which is very solid yellow-hummingbirds 
love it, despite the absence of any red. 

There must be big agaves (Agave 
americana in its white and yellow varie­
gated forms) in pots or tubs, and a couple 
of blue Nile lilies (Agapanthus) as well. 
Tuberoses-the 'Mexican Single' is the 
best-are indispensable but a royal nui­
sance as they are not hardy in Washington 
over winter, and they are trouble to dig 
up and plant out every year. 

Of annual flowers, few give so much 
for so little labor as the moon vine or 
Ipomoea alba (syn. Calonyction) which 
romps about for twenty feet or so. I would 
not willingly live with a chain link fence, 
but if I had to (say, a gun at my head) I 
would plant moon vines for summer. 

Another plant of great and refined 
beauty I must have is Kadsura japonica, a 
ddicate twiner with leaves smaller than 
but otherwise rather similar to those of 
Magnolia grandiflora. It has small, white, 
inconspicuous, magnolia-type flowers and 



red fruit, but it is for its foliage I would 
grow it. It deserves a sheltered but very 
prominent place-not just stuck in some­
where-where it can be seen aga inst mel­
low old brick or stone or first-ra te wrought 
iron, not that anybody has that any more. 

Whatever sacrifice is necessary, there 
must be a fish pool. Common red 
goldfish are quite beautiful 

enough, and it should be as large as pos­
sible so I will not go mad trying to choose 
among the endless beautiful water lilies. 
Among tropicals, I would have Nymphaea 
gigantea, and the hybrids 'Blue Beauty', 
'August Koch', and 'Daubeniana'-a ll of 
them blue. The white 'Juno' is the best of 
night bloomers. Among hardy wa ter lilies 
the yellow 'Chromatell a' and the pygmy 
'Helvola' are the best yellows, though I 
remember how I once saved my money to 
buy 'Sunrise' when it was new and sup­
posedly so much finer. Of pink, hardy kinds 
the best to my mind is N . x laydeckeri 
'Rosea', which is never more than fo ur 
inches across its lovely fl owers, but there 
are many of them. All the others I can take 
or leave alone; there is no such thing as 
an ugly kind. Of lotus, the best one is the 
common Asian Nelumbo nucifera and I 
would surely have it. 

Of perennials, there are so many it is 
hard to choose. Certainly the Russian sage, 
Perovskia, and certainly daylilies, includ­
ing the wild Hemerocallis citrina which is 
fragrant , with long narro w trumpets 
blooming only at night. Lady's mantle and 
catmint are in the forefront of easy, useful 
perennials for placing near a walk. 

Peonies (including tree peonies and 
the gorgeous very early, hybrid red peony, 
'Red Charm') I would have. Among the 
main-season peonies, I would never neg­
lect the silver-pink 'Mons. Jules Elie' or 
the crimson-flecked white 'Festiva Max­
ima'. The Japanese single peonies are among 
the best, in such varieties as the soft pink 
'Westerner' and the deep rose 'Largo'. 

Lilies are the glory of late June. The 
white 'Black Dragon' offers tremendous 
fragrant trumpets on stems six or seven 
feet high, and the 'Golden Clarion' strain 
is almost as impressive in rich yellow. I 
would not have the Asiatic hybrids, but 
the pink speciosum types would be rep­
resented by a large clump, and where I had 
almost full shade but strong light I would 
plant the big, gold-striped aura turns, es­
pecially 'Silver Imperial' . These grow read­
ily from seed, I have noticed. 

I would lea rn to live without mag­
nolias in a small ga rden, probabl y, except 
maybe Magnolia stellata 'Rubra', if I could 
find it again-a rich rose co lor, not red. 
But I would have to have a pink locust, 
maybe the wild American Robinia kelseyi 
or the cultivated variety, 'Monument'. And 
a fig, 'Brown Turkey ', si nce the little 'Ce­
leste' seems not to grow well in Washington. 

There is a feeling, I notice, that re­
spectable people do not grow bananas. I 
have grown severa l kinds, a ll marvelous 
(I speak of the beauty of the plants and 
do not count on fruit), and would certainly 
have at least three o r fo ur kinds. Another 
passion is crinums, and at the very least I 
would insist on the beautiful pink 'Ceci l 
Houdyshel'. 

In fa ll nothing is more beautiful than 
the Japanese anemone. T he plain single 
white one is the best. A neglected (b ut not 
by me) perennial is the Italian arum, which 
emerges wi th ca ll a- like leaves in October. 
It is blotched with gray-white and is a 
beautiful surprise all winter, then dies down 
in June. It is a plant I would wa nt every 
ga rdener to enjoy. 

What can be said of daffodils, excep t 
I would like a great many. The greatest 
daffod il I have known is 'Ceylon', yellow 
with red cup, but the ones that seize my 
hea rt are the late whites with small cups. 
And surely there would be space for a row 
of the little perfumed jonquils, such as every 
southern gardener has, just fo r cutting. I 
would not be without 'Dawn' and a couple 
of the old tazetta kinds, which are so happy 
in sun-baked spots (often found near the 
garage) interplanted with rain lilies (Ha­
bran thus tubispathus) and winter-bloming 
Algerian irises (Iris unguicularis). 

When I think of so many other won­
derful plants I have loved and of all the 
ones I don't know at all-not yet-I do 
not see how any garden except the great 
garden we call the Earth can hold them 
all, but the few I have mentioned are among 
those I would bestir myself to plant before 
the furniture had been unloaded at a new 
place. And needless to say if I should fetch 
up in some dwelling without any garden 
at all, it would not bother me much. I 
began gardening with nasturtiums in my 
mother's discarded cold cream jars, and 
with sweet potatoes in a jar of water. And 
very satisfactory they were too. And are. 

Henry Mitchell is a columnist for 
The Washington Post and has written widely 
in gardening publications. 
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Book Reviews 
The Annual Garden 
Peter Loewer. Rodale Press, Inc, Em11Ulus, 
Pennsylvania. 1988. 242 pages, drawings by the 
author, $19.95. AHS member price, 115.95. 

"The garden is your canvas, the blos­
soms your paint." Peter Loewer, who has 
authored a full spectrum of gardening 
books, gives us in The Annual Garden a 
one-volume ready reference, exquisitely il­
lustrated with his own botanical render­
ings imaginatively interspersed within the 
text. The spirit of the book is reflective of 
the author's humor and vitality, imparting 
enthusiasm and positive thinking to the 
would-be gardener. 

Specifically, the text and drawings are 
divided into seven chapters centered by a 
wondrous color plate section, all of which 
lure the reader into creating magical spaces 
in his head and ultimately on his land. 

Chapter One considers overall design 
with an eye to color intensity, suitability 
of plants, and the diversity of choice. The 
reader is encouraged to draw an initial 
garden plan, or he may incorporate any of 
the fifteen included sketches, to be adapted, 
says the author, with care not "to stifle 
your creativity." Mr. Loewer encourages 
personal expression in determining exist­
ing potential as well as practicality in de­
signing. Some of the varied possibilities 
include a fragrance garden, one of annual 
wildflowers, an area of annual grasses, a 
privacy garden, and a vegetable garden of 
variety and texture using the concept of 
mass plantings. 

The four chapters that follow list more 
than 300 flowers, grasses, vines, vegeta­
bles, and fruits. Those who love to arrange 
flowers will relish specific details for sat­
isfying their desire for arm loads of blos­
soms. In-depth information regarding length 
of stem, texture, color, and size of bloom 
is included along with the necessary hor­
ticultural requirements for successful flower 
groupings. The pronunciation guide is in­
valuable for the experienced gardener as 
well as the novice. We are also reminded 
of the edible qualities of some of the fo­
liages, which can enrich our soups and 
salads, and of the additions to our lives 
provided by the fruits of the vine. 

Finally, the appendix furnishes an­
swers to questions that range from what 
time of day to harvest flowers to how to 
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maintain the cutting garden. There are lists 
of publications dealing with general gar­
dening, seed exchanges, commercial seed 
companies, and garden equipment cata­
logs. 

The Annual Garden can provide years 
of fascination and experimentation for the 
experienced gardener as well as the curious 
and eager beginner who both have one 
thing in common-the joy of introducing 
beauty and elegance into one's everyday 
life. -Hardie Newton 

Hardie Newton owns a flower design 
business and gardens for her own pleasure. 

The New American Garden 
Carole Ottesen. Macmillan Publishing Company, 
New York. 1987. 148 pages, 124.95. 
AHS member price, $21.60. 

Carole Ottesen has a nearly evangel­
ical view of a new type of American gar­
den. This vision emphasizes the passage of 
the seasons by creating a garden with year­
round interest. Her intent is to replace 
Americans' obsession with lawns and ever­
green foundation plantings with a low­
maintenance alternative that gives solace 
and provides interest for the gardener. These 
alternatives frequently evoke the prairies 
of the American past to counteract the 
contemporary" ... soulless wilderness of 
shopping centers, parking lots and heavily 
trafficked streets .... " 

Herbaceous perennials and ornamen­
tal grasses are the backbone of her ap­
proach. Simple dramatic effects are achieved 
by massing a few types of plants. Peren­
nials such as Achillea 'Moonshine', Sedum 
'Autumn Joy', Rudbeckia 'Goldsturm', and 
grasses which include Miscanthus sinensis 
'Silberfeder' and Pennisetum alopecu­
roides are favorites for their four-season 
interest, striking forms, and ease of main­
tenance. Ottesen advocates using plants 
appropriate to a garden's specific ecotype, 
rather than altering the conditions to ac­
commodate the plants. Thus she briefly 
mentions using natives and those adapted 
to particular climates-such as cacti, agaves, 
and succulents in the arid Southwest. (Most 
of the plants she discusses are best suited 
to the Northeast, where she is based.) 

Low-maintenance gardening is cen­
tral to Ottesen's vision. None of the plants 
discussed require staking or spraying. 
Deadheading is also eliminated, as she 
chooses herbaceous plants with attractive, 
long-lasting seedheads. And while it is dif­
ficult for many people to imagine a home 
without a lawn, she asks, " Is the occa­
sional game worth the time and expense 
involved in maintaining turf?" If so, she 
advocates limiting the lawn to an easily 
maintained oval bordered by garden. On 
the other hand, flagstone, brick, and other 
surfaces require little maintenance beyond 
an occasional sweeping. Ottesen argues that 
with the use of plants appropriate to the 
climate, especially those which remain at­
tractive year-round, much maintenance can 
be eliminated, providing leisure to contem­
plate the garden. 

As the subtitle "A Manifesto for To­
day's Gardener" suggests, The New Amer­
ican Garden presents an approach rather 
than a recipe. Ottesen points the way to a 
naturalistic style that combines much of 
the best in American gardening: edible 
landscaping, organic gardening, low­
maintenance alternatives, and a renewed 
interest in perennials and native plants. It 
will inspire those seeking new ideas and is 
a welcome addition to the evolving dis­
cussion of American garden design. 

-Sarah F. Price 

Sarah F. Price is curator of the Conservatory 
Garden located within Central Park in New 
York City. 



American Garden Writing 

Bonnie Marrarlca, Editor. PAl Publications, New 
York. 1988 334 pages, illustrated, S23.95. AHS 
member price, 121.55. 

Americans are "enraptured by the il­
limitab le knowledge of things." So says 
Bonnie Marranca of the Quaker, John Bar­
tram, founder of what was to become the 
first botanical garden on the American 
continent. The comment co u ld a ppl y 
equally well to many of the personalities 
who speak to us in this fascinating com­
pilation of letters, travel diaries, essays, 
and seed cata logs spanning American his­
tory from co lonia l times to the present. 
Marranca 's thoroughgoing notes on each 
writer, placed discreetly at the end of each 
selection, give pride of place to the words 
of the gardener him- or herself, lending the 
richness of language rooted in a particul ar 
time and place to this splendid horti cul­
tural history. 

The approach is eclectic and anec­
dota l: here we find the story behind the 
acquisition of Washington, D.C.'s famed 
cherry trees, a long with a homey chronicle 
of the establishment of the White Flower 
Farm nursery in Litchfield, Connecticut, 
and a sampling of George Washington 's 
correspondence with British agricultural 
writer Arthur Young. The voices range in 
tone from the challenging (Henry Mitch­
ell) to the intensely lyrical (Celia Thaxter); 
overall, the chorus is orchestrated in such 
a way that the reader catches his breath 
at the sheer variety of the American gar­
dening experience. Selections such as the 
entry from the Shaker seed catalog, with 
its plain yet engagingly conversational plant 
descriptions, lend a quiet integrity to the 
whole. I did find myself paging back to 
the end of each selection to find the dates 
that would place it properly in my mental 
chronology. Dates at the beginning, please, 
for those of us not perfectly versed in the 
progression of American history! 

The dust jacket describes this book as 
a " landmark," which indeed it must be, 
for the American garden identity is in no 
way close to being cast in the stone of more 
venerable gardening traditions. Perhaps it 
could be described as a guidebook as well, 
both to the "way we were" and to the 
future possibilities that are implied by the 
rich diversity of the American gardening 
experience. - Kathleen Y. Riley 

Kathleen Y. Ri ley is editor of the American 
Horticulturist N ews Edition . 

Bonsai Masterclass 

Peter Chan. Sterling Publishing Company, Inc., 
New York. 1988. 160 pages, SI9.95. AHS member 
price, S 15.95. 

The bookcover Aap of Bonsai Mas­
terclass by Peter Chan claims that this book 
"covers every aspect of the subj ect in full , 
practical detail." This claim is well met. 
Especially well presented are step-by-s tep 
pictures of " how- to" co llect, air layer, 
prune, and plant. The autho r's pictures of 
example bonsai are good, and many are 
quite rea listic as to what an aspi ring bonsai 
artist could create and maintain . Often 
bonsai books and articl es describe and pic­
ture bo nsai plants that are true master­
pieces, generations old, and that onl y be­
wilders and discourages the beginner. 

While Mr. Chan is a British bonsai 
grower, he speaks with an Oriental--es­
pecially Japanese-focus. T his foc us in­
cludes spiritual aspects and impacts that 
may not necessa ril y be readi ly hared in 
the Western bonsai wo rld . Rega rdl ess, it 
adds zest and interest to his writing. 

Especial ly helpful to th e fledgling 
grower are the descriptions and easil y read 
presentations of " how-to's" without un­
necessa ry Japanese words, definitions, and 
horti cultural terms that can be both intim­
idating and unnecessa ry. All too often a 
writer ove rwh elms the reade r w ith ter­
minology which onl y distracts him from 
the important messages that can inspire 
the grower to try bonsai. 

While the book will be especially di ­
rected to the novice or intermediate bonsai 
grower, it has many excellent tips for the 
experienced. Listings of appropriate plant 
materials for bonsai and of propaga tion 
techniques are particularly welcome. 

It is always fascinating to compare 
growing theories and techniques among 
experienced growers . This fascination cen­
ters on the "absolutes" of one grower, which 
may not be at all agreeable to another; 
e.g., "evergreens (for wintering) must never 
be kept in dark places for more than two 
weeks at a time or they wi ll turn yellow." 
Regardless of the differences, author Chan 
has carefully considered the needs of a new 
or developing bonsai enthusiast. He shows 
how to successfully create, care for, and 
find joy in this popular but ancient Ori­
ental horticultural art. 

- William Smedley 

William Smedley is an experienced American 
bonsai grower who lives in New Hampshire. 

r- CliP&Mail-- ___ , 

ORCHIDS. 1 
The Ultimate 1 

in House Plants! 1 
Grow and enj oy orchids, the most beau tiful 
flowers in the world, in your own home. We'll 
show you how . Orchids can now be grown 
by anyone who is able to grow even the sim­
plest of plants . Through our Plant -a-Month 
Club you wi ll rece ive a different plant each 
month , with instructions for care . Buy one 
plant or many. No obligation . 

For free brochure simply ca ll 

TOLL FREE 1-800-621-5199 
(In Ill inois 1-800-972·5855) 

or mail this coupon . 

Orchid Plant-a-Month Club 
Box 296, Dept. AHI , Goldens Bridge, N.Y. 10526 

Name------I~p~~a=~~p,~m~t)-----------
Address ___________________ _ 

City _______________________ _ 

State _________ Zip ________ _ 

I. 

----------
Book Order Fonn 
Please send me tbe following books at the 

special AHS member prices 

o The Annual Garden 
Peter Loewer ............ .. ................... $15.95 

RODAl06050 

o Bonsai Masterclass 
Peter Chan ................................ .... $15.95 

STERl 06060 

o The New American Garden 
Carole Ottesen .............................. $21.60 

MACMl 06030 

o American Garden Writing 
Bonnie Marranca .................... ...... $21.55 

PAJPU 06010 

I would like to order books. 
Please add $2.50 per book for postage and 
handling. Virginia residents, also add 4V2% sales 
tax. Please allow six weeks for delivery. 

Enclosed is my check for $ _ __________ _ 
or cbarge to: 
o VISA 0 MasterCard Exp. Date ____ _ 

Acct. # __________________________ _ 

Signature _______________________ _ 

Ship to : __________________________ _ 

Street: __________________________ _ 

Ciry: ____________________________ _ 

State: _____________ Zip : ________ __ 

MAlL TO: Robin Williams, AHS, P.O. Box 
0105, Mount Vernon, VA 22121. 
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Classifieds 
Classified Ad Rates: CAROL DIDRICK'S LlTILE RED BOOK ON at home. Start business or hobby. Free booklet. 

85 ¢ per word; $17.00 minimum per insertion. OLD GARDEN ROSES. Where to get them and LIFETIME CAREER SCHOOLS, Dept. A-350, 

10% discount for three consecutive insertions where to plant them. An introduction to OLD 2251 Barry Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90064. 

using same copy. Copy must be received two GARDEN ROSES. Each book signed and num- FLORAL SUPPLIES 
months prior to publication date. Send orders bered. Send $14.95 post paid . CAROL DI- PRETIY MINI BUNCHES of Dyed Miniature 
to: American Horticultural Society Advertising DRICK, 1535 Willard Drive, Orrville, OH 
Department, 80 South Early Street, Alexandria, 44667. 'Please add $2.00 out of country mail-

Baby's Breath. 12 bunches- 6 pastel, 6 Bright-

Virginia 22304. Or call (703) 823-6966. ing. 
$14.95 postpaid. New Wreath Catalog, $2.00. 

DAFFODILS FOR SHOW AND GARDEN: a 
Free with order. MERRY MEADOW FARM 
P.O. Box 8061-A, Cranston, RI 02920. (401) 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 
color identification guide featuring 106 color 732-3334. 

America 's Finest-177 best violets and gesner-
pictures of 96 commercially available daffodils; 

GARDENING ACCESSORIES has text with helpful gardening cultural infor-
iads. Color Catalog and Growing "Tips" $.50. mation; great "stocking stuffer" for your fa- GOATSKIN GLOVES. Tough, lightweight 
FISCHER GREENHOUSES, Box H, Linwood, vorite gardener! Send $5. Price list of 425 cul- goatskin stretches and becomes form -fitting, 
NJ 08221. tivars also available for $1. THE DAFFODIL giving wearer ultimate in fit, grip, dexterity. 

THE AVANT GARDENER MART, Brent & Becky Heath, Rt. 3, Box 794- Natural lanolin in leather keeps hands soft. Sizes 

DIFFERENT, EXCITING, GREAT FUN TO 
AH, Gloucester, VA 23061. 7-10 or send outline of hand. $8.50 postpaid. 

PUTNAM'S, Box 295C, Wilton, NH 03086. 
READ- for the gardener who wants to get more BULBS 
out of gardening! Subscribe to THE AVANT PAPER WHITES avai lable in 10 different types, 

GARDENING SUPPLIES 

GARDENER, the most useful, most quoted of including the Israeli varieties! Send $1 for price . "A NEW PLANT GROWTH STIMULANT." 

all gardening publications. Every month this list which includes the above and descriptions An informative booklet describing an increase 

unique news service brings you the newest and of many more daffodil cultivars. THE DAF- in plant growth rate by treatment with a com-

most practical on-going information- new FODIL MART, Brent & Becky Heath, Rt. 3, mon ma~erial. Ideal for many vegetable and 

plants, products, techniques, with sources, plus Box 794-AH, Gloucester, VA 23061. flowering plants. $5.00 per order, plus $1.00 

feature articles, special issues. 20th year. Awarded Unusual winter and early spring flowering bulbs. 
S & H. HORIZON - DELTA BOOKS, PO 

Garden Club of America and Massachusetts Box 814-D, Wooster, OH 44691. 

Horticultural Society Medals for outstanding 
Send $1 for list, deductible with order to: WIL-

contributions to horticulture. Curious? Sample 
LETS, PO Box 446; Moss Landing, CA 95039. GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 

copy $1. Serious? $10 full year (reg. $15 ). THE ULTRA-EXCLUSIVE MIXTURE of over 500 COMPLETE MIST PROPAGATION SYS-

AVANT GARDENER, Box 489M, New York, daffodil cultivars as a result of an excellent TEMS. Get phenomenal propagation results, 

NY 10028 . growing season; top-sized bulbs; 6-8 weeks indoors-outdoors. Environment sensitive con-

BONSAI 
blooming succession; covers most divisions, trolled. FREE BROCHURES. AQUAMONI-

types, sizes and shapes; most unusual mixture TOR, Dept. 4, Box 327, Huntington, NY 11743. 

A 10-day Bonsai tour of Japan for Bonsai Clubs ever offered anywhere! Order deadline Nov . Tel: (516) 427-5664. 

International members, Apri l '89. $1800 in- 15th! $40 per 50 bulbs ppd. $75 per 100. THE GREENHOUSES 
cludes airfare LAX to Tokyo and first-class ho- DAFFODIL MART, Brent & Becky Heath, Rt. HOOP HOUSE GREENHOUSE KITS FOR 
tels. For membership and tour information write: 3, Box 794-AH, Gloucester, VA 23061. UNDER $299. For colorful brochure and grow-
Box AH, BCI Business Manager, 2636 West 
Mission Road, #277, Tallahassee, FL 32304. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES er's supply catalog, send $1.00 to: FOX HILL 

BONSAI TREES, pottery, books, tools, trays, 
"HOW TO OPEN YOUR OWN FLOWER FARM, Dept. A-I08, 20 Lawrence Street, 

supplies, and soils. Catalog $2.50. BONSAI 
SHOP." 39 page report. $11.00 to: JIM BAR- Rockville, CT 06066; (203) 875-6676. 

CREATIONS, P.O. Box 7511AH, Ft. Lauder-
DON, 1344 High #l-AHO, Denver, Colorado RedwoodlFiberglass Kits. Hobby to Commer-

dale, FL 33338. 80218 . cial Sizes. Free Brochure. GOTHIC ARCH 

BOOKS CACTI AND SUCCUL TENTS 
GREENHOUSES, P.O. Box 1564-AHS, Mo-

WINTER'S COMING. LAST CHANCE! Epi-
bile, AL 36633. (205) 432-7529. 

OUT-OF-PRINT-BOOKS: Bought and Sold: HEATHS & HEATHERS 
Horticulture, Botany, Landscaping, Herbology. phyll ums (Orchid Cactus), Christmas/Easter 

Large Catalog $1.00. POMONA BOOKS, Cactus, Hoyas, Succulents, more. Our 72-page HARDY HEATHERS FOR ALL-YEAR GAR-

Rockton, Ontario, Canada LOR lXO. Plant/Bookshop Catalog only $2.00 (refund- DEN COLOR! Send SASE for descriptive mail-

1985 Edition EXOTICA 4, with 16,300 photos, 
able). Hundreds of choices, specials, discounts, order list. Fast Service! HEATHER GROW-

405 in color, 2,600 pages in 2 volumes, with 
plus 225 cactus books. RAINBOW GARDENS, ERS, Box 850, Elma, WA 98541. 

Addenda of 1,000 Updates, by Dr. A. B. Graf, 
Box 1431-AH118, Vista, CA 92083. HERBS 

$187. TROPICA 3, revised 1986, 7,000 color CARNIVOROUS PLANTS HERBS- Annual & perennial; extensive col-

photos, now 1,156 pages, $125. Exotic Plant Carnivorous, woodland terrarium plants and lection. Perennials- Large selection for sun & 

Manual, 5th Ed. , 4,200 photos, $37.50. Exotic supplies. Book, THE WORLD OF CARNIV- shade. Sedums- Tall, medium, carpeting, many 

House Plants, 1,200 photos, $8 .95. Circulars OROUS PLANTS, $8 .95 postpaid . Catalog varieties. WRENWOOD, RT. 4, BOX 361, 

gladly sent. ROEHRS, Box 125, E. Rutherford, FREE. PETER PAULS NURSERIES, Canan- Berkeley Springs, WV 25411. Catalogue $1.50. 

NJ 07073. daigua, NY 14424. THE BUSINESS OF HERBS. Comprehensive 

Out of print, scarce and antiquarian gardening DAYLILIES 
reporting, business news, marketing hints, 

and botanIcal books. Catalogs issued regularly. 
DA YLlLlES GALORE! Carefree, gorgeous, long-

sources, and resources. Sample issue $3, Bro-

Write to WHEELBARROW BOOKS 22 chure/SASE. From: NORTHWIND FARM, 

Brangwyn Avenue, Brighton, Sussex, BNl, 8XG: lived. Four months of summer color. FREE in- Rt. 2, PO Box 246 (A), Shevlin, MN 56676. 

England. format ive catalog. Quantity Discounts. LEE HOUSE PLANTS 
BRIST OL NURSERY BLOOMINGFIELDS 

FREE Book Catalog, gardening, nature, and FARM, Gaylordsvi lle 525, CT 06755-0005. EXOTICS-Delivered to your doorstep. Rare 
crafts for adults and children. CEDAR HILL jasmines, Begonias, Herbs, Orchids and more 
BOOKS, Dept. AH, Rt. 8, Box 883 Tulsa OK EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES are listed in our 125-page, color illustrated mail-
74127. ' , Learn Landscaping and the growing of plants order catalo . $3.00 refundable with our or-g y 
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der. LOGEE'S GREEN HO USES, Dept. AH , 
North St., Danielson, CT 06239. 

ORCHIDS, GESNERlADS, BEGONlAS, CACTI 
& SUCCULENTS. Visito rs welcome. 1988-89 
catalog $2.00. LAURA Y OF SALIS BUR Y, Rt. 
41 (Undermountain Rd .), Salisbury, CT 06068 
(203) 435-2263. 

IRISES 
1989 Iris Calendar, a fine Christmas gift! Fifteen 
color pl ates ; size when hanging, 12" x 9". Make 
$5 check to American Iris Society. Send to Ron 
A. Mull in, Route 3, Box 84, Pawnee, OK 74058. 

ORCHIDS 
Help! We need room. Mature Ca ttleya orchid 
plants, our selection. $8.00 each. Minimum or­
der five plants. Packed five maxi mum per box, 
bareroot. Include $5.00 per box shi pping. FOX 
ORCHIDS, INC., 66 15 West Ma rkham, Little 
Rock, AR 72205, (501) 663 -4246. 

PERENNIALS 
We offer a good selection of sturdy perennia l 
and groundcover plants. Send $1.00 fo r Plant 
List (refunda ble). CAMELOT NO RTH , R2, 
Pequot Lakes, MN 56472. 

PLANT SOCIETIES 
Interested in dwarf and unusual coni fe rs and 
their companion plants? Joi n the ACS: Quar­
terly bulletin. Annual summer meetings held 
all over the U.S. Tax deductible dues $20.00 
annually. Write : American Conifer Society, 
% Maxine Schwarz, ACS Secretary, P.O. Box 
242, Severna Park, MD 211 46. 

PLANTS, UNUSUAL 
RARE UNUSUAL PLANTS- otherwise com­
mercially un avai lable-botanic coll ections, 
landscaping-140 Bamboo, 200 Palms, 100 
Cycads, Horticultural Rarities, 1000 Books. 
Three dangerously crammed seasonal ca talogs 
$5 . ENDANGERED SPECIES , Box 1830-A, 
Tustin, Californ ia 92680. 
RARE SUCCULENTS, CAUDICIFORMS, EU­
PHORBIAS, SANSEVIERIAS, LOW LIGHT 
PLANTS, OTHER EXOTICS. Catalog, $1.50, 
deductible from first order. SINGERS', 17806 
Plummer Street, Dept. A, Northridge, CA 91325 . 
RARELY OFFERED SOUTHEASTERN NA­
TIVES, woody, herbaceous, nursery-grown. 
Many hardy northward. Also newly introduced 
exotics selected for southern gardens. Send $.50 
for extensive mail order list. WOODLANDERS 
AH, 1128 Colleton Ave., Aiken, SC 29801. 

PLUMERlA, GINGERS, HIBISCUS, 
BOUGAINVILLEAS 
ALSO RARE AND UNUSUAL BULBS, FLOW­
ERING VINES, FRAGRANT PLANTS, SPE­
CIALTY FERTILIZERS AND MORE. COLOR 
CATALOG-$l.OO. PLUMERIA PEOPLE, 
DEPT. A, P.O . Box 820014, Houston , TX 
77282-0014. 

POSITION WANTED 
EXPERT PROPERTY CARE. Land, Flora, 
StFuctures, Administration, all capably handled. 
Permanent position sought with responsibili­
ties. Will live on site. L.S., PO Box 761, Ojai, 
CA 93023. 

POTTING MATERIALS 
SPECIAL POTTING MATERIALS: sands, dec­
orative stone, limestones (4 sizes, 6 natural 

colors), fine clay, gravel, bark mul ch. l ib . pkgs . 
Ca ta log, sa mples. Send SASE: HI GHB ALL 
PROD UCTS, P.O. Box 43276, Cincinnati, O H 
45243 . 

PUBLICATIONS 
RECIPES-EXTRAORDINA RY hot appeti z­
ers: ginger pork bits, cu rried onion rounds, an­
chovy puffs. Fo r recipes send $3 POB 221783-
Q, Ca rmel, CA 93922. 

RHODO DENDRONS & AZALEAS 
RH ODODEND RONS AND AZALEAS-Se­
lect from 1,000 va rieties with many new excit­
ing int rod uctio ns. Also Laurel, Andromeda, 
Holl y, Conifers, Rare Pl ants and Trees. Mai l­
order catalog $2.00. ROSLYN NURSER Y, Dept. 
AH , Box 69, Roslyn, NY 11 576. (516) 643-
9347. 

FOR DISCERNING GARDENERS-thechoic­
es t and hardiest northern grown and acclimated 
Aza leas and Rhododendrons. Two Yea r Cata­
log Subscript ion: $2.00 (deductib le). CA RL­
SON'S GARDENS, Box 305-AHAI088, South 
Sa lem, NY 10590. (914) 763-5958. 

ROCK GARDEN PLANTS 
Ra re Alpi nes, Wildflowers, Dwarf Co nifers, 
Groundcovers, co lorful Rock Plants, hardy 
Rhododendrons, Bonsai Books. Cata log $1. 
RICE CREEK GARDENS, 1315 66th Ave. NE, 
Mi nneapolis, MN 55432. (612) 574-1197. 

WILDFLOWERS 
UNCONVENTIONAL, RA RE AND FAMIL­
IAR NATIVE WILDFLOWERS AND CUL­
T IVATED PERENNlALS fo r formal or natu r­
alistic areas. Top quali ty nursery-propagated 
pl a nts. Desc ri ptive ca ta log $3.00. N ICH E 
GA RDENS, Rte. 1, Box 290, Dept. A, Chapel 
Hill, NC 275 16. 
Nursery-grown wi ldflowers/ferns ready fo r fa ll 
planting. 40 page catalog tells it all. Send $1.00 
fo r booklet or SASE fo r free list. SUNLIGHT 
GARDENS, Rt. I, Box 600-AH, Andersonvi lle, 
TN 37705. 

These beauti ful. ~. SCissors are 
made to lasl a lifet ime. In production 

\=;";;;;:="'_=i~~lo:,-r70v~e~r 3; 00 years. For delicale 
flower worX. 

or heavy pruning 
Very Sharp. A hardworking beauly . 

Send $6.98 ea. Mt. Rushmore Supply 
Box 233 Brooklyn NY 11 222-0233 

Membership 
Seni~ 

Your satisfaction with our service is very 
important to us. If you have a question 
about your membership, please refer to 
the mailing label on your monthly maga­
zine. It has the information we need to 
solve the problem as quickly as possible. 

Your Membership Expiration Date 
8801 = January 1988 
Your Membership Number 
22303HUTCHS262X 
Your Name, Address, Zip Code 

Membership Department 
.\merican Horticultural Society 

P.O. Box 0105, Mt. Vernon, VA 22121 
(800) 777-7931 or (703) 768-5700. 

Perennial Wild Flowers 
Plants & Seeds for Sun & Shade 

100% Nursery Propagated 

Send S.A.S.E. for plant list or 
s 1 for descriptive catalogue 

Native Gardens 
RFD 1, Bx. 494 

Greenback, TN 37742 

(fREER ~9~J-.~ ~9_J-.~ 

~ ~~r~~~~ SPECIALIZING IN - the rare and unique . _ 
Rhododendrons, Dwarf Conifers, 

R 
Japanese Maples, Lewisia, companion plants. \-. 
Azaleas, Bonsai Material .f-
Flowering Trees and Shrubs ~I 

D Good selection of .... 
unusual Horticulture Books ~ -

N
E Color catalog describes, prices over j" 

2000 plants. Widely recognized as a 
valuable reference book. $2 .00. 

World mde Shipping 

S 
1280 Goodpasture Island Road 

EUGENE, OREGON 97401 
~9_J- .~ ~9_J-.~ Dept. AH - (503) 686-8266 
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NDW •• • BY MAlL! 
UNUSUAL, HARD­
TO-FIND FLOWER 
ARRANGING SUPPLIES: 
TOOLS, TECHNIQUES, TRICKS OF 

THETRADEI 

SPECIAL 

ROSE KIT 
TO add longer life to roses, 

we have {Jut together a 
DELUXE ROSE KIT which includes: 

1 stem Stripper 
1 Swiss 

Rose Scissor 
1 Dozen 

Florever Rose 
Preservatives 

ONLY 

24.95 
INCLUDING POSTAG E 

& HANDLING 
ICA Resi Ci en ts atlCi 

6('" 5J les t ilxl 

The Keth Company 
po. BOX 645 

Corona del Mar, CA 92625 

OUR L,A;TEST CATALOGUE 
1 .00 

distinctive plant life designs 

APPALACHIAN WILDFLOWERS 
CHRISTMAS SERIES 

UNPOPULAR PLANT SERillS 

T -SIIIRTS • SWEA TSlURTS 
TOTE BAGS· llANO TOWELS 

p.o. BOX 1514 - A 
CLEVELAND, GA30528 

404-865-4048 
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Sources 
The Designer As Artist 
A Fletcher Steele symposium, sponsored 
by the American Horticultural Society 
(AHS) April 29 and 30, 1989, will feature 
eight slide-illustrated lectures on his design 
work and plantsmanship, along with tours 
of local gardens by Steele. Speakers include 
Robin Karson, Peter Hornbeck (former 
Harvard professor and one-time drafts­
man for Steele), Katherine Warner Moss 
(director of Horticulture at Walt Disney 
World whose childhood home was set in 
a Hudson River garden by Steele), Joann 
Beck (a landscape architect with Environ­
mental Design and Research who has stud­
ied Steele's philosophy of suburban land­
scaping), and Carolyn Marsh Lindsay and 
Steve McMahon (president of AHS and 
Grounds Superintendent, Naumkeag, who 
have advised on Steele restorations) . The 
event will be held in conjunction with the 
opening of a touring exhibition of Steele's 
work at Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester, 
New York. 

A Gift of Chinese Penjing 
The National Bonsai and Penjing Museum 
is open from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each 
day except December 25. The collection 
also includes seven bonsai given by Mr. 
Shu-ying Lui of Hong Kong. 

The plants of tropical origin are moved 
to adjoining research greenhouses for the 
winter and are not on public display. The 
species from temperate climates are over­
wintered in place with a temporary cov­
ering and supplemental heat to avoid 
freezing the shallow root systems. 

The Arboretum is easily accessible from 
the Capital Beltway and downtown Wash­
ington. It is bounded on the west by Bla­
densburg Road, on the north by New York 
Avenue, and on the south by M Street, 
Northeast. Follow signs to enter the gate 
at 3501 New York Avenue NE, and pro­
ceed to the Administration Building. Am­
ple free parking is available. 

Henry Mitchell's Own Kind of 
Garden 
Several of the roses mentioned are avail­

able from the nurseries listed below. 
Heritage Rose Gardens, 16831 Mitchell 

Creek Dr., Ft. Bragg, CA 95437, catalog 
$1.00. 

Historical Roses, 1657 West Jackson St., 
Painesville, OH 44077, send SASE for 
brochure. 

Roses of Yesterday and Today, 802 Brown's 
Valley Rd., Watsonville, CA 95076, cat­
alog $4.00, first class delivery. 

The following nurseries have a variety of 
clematis vines, honeysuckles, blue star­
flowers, and viburnums. 
Wayside Gardens, 1 Garden Lane, Hodges, 

SC 29695, first catalog free. 
Carroll Gardens, 444 East Main St., West­

minster, MD 21157, catalog $2.00. 

Colchicums Are an Autumn 
Delight 
Colchicum corms can be obtained from 
the following nurseries and bulb suppliers. 
Peter de Jager Bulb Co., P.O. Box 2010, 

188 Asbury St., S. Hamilton, MA 01982, 
catalog free. 

McClure & Zimmerman, P.O. Box 368, 
Friesland, WI 53935, catalog free. 

Park Seed Co., Cokesbury Rd., Green­
wood, SC 29647-0001, catalog free. 

Vanderburg Bulbs, 33 Black Meadow Rd., 
Chester, NY 10918, catalog $2.00. 

Wayside Gardens, P.O. Box 1, Hodges, SC 
29695-0001, catalog $1.00. 

Dumbarton Oaks 
The gardens are open daily from 2 to 6 
p.m. April through October and 2 to 5 
p.m. November through March, but closed 
during inclement weather. The Collections 
are open daily from 2 to 5 p.m., except 
Monday; the Rare Book Room from 2 to 

5 p.m. weekends only. Entry to the gardens 
is on 31st and R Streets; the Collections 
are at 32nd Street between Rand S Streets. 
For information write Dumbarton Oaks, 
1703 32nd St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20007, or call (202) 342-3212. 

One Woman's Legacy 
The Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve, just 
off Louisiana Highway No. 9 between 
Saline and Campti, is open to the public 
every weekend in April, May, August, and 
November from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat­
urdays and 12 to 5 p.m. on Sundays. For 
information write The Foundation for the 
Preservation of the Caroline Dormon 
Nature Preserve, Inc., P.O. Box 226, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457, or call 
(318 ) 576-3379. 
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THE DOVE 
The serenity and beauty of the traditional bird of peace . .. 

a new work of art in fine bisque porcelain 

Available exclusively from Lenox 

Dawn iri the garden. A soft cooing fills the 
air. The gentle turtle dove, a symbol of love and 
peace, is singing sweetly to its mate. 

Lenox has now captured the beauty of this 
charming garden bird in fine bisque porcelain, 
crafted and painted entirely by hand. The spray 
of white poinsettia completes the sculpture ... 
achieving a remarkable feeling of realism. 

A tranquil touch of nature to display in your 
home, this original work of art also makes an 
enchanting gift. It is available only from Lenox. 
And each imported sculpture will bear the 
prized Lenox® trademark on its base in pure 24 
karat gold. 

To order, mail your reservation now. Or, on 
credit card orders, call TOLL FREE, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, 1-800-537-1600 ext 914, 

46957 

,- - - - - - - - - IAILBY OVEMBER 30, 1988 - - - - - - - --l 
I Please enter my reservation for The Dove by Lenox. I prefer to pay as follows: I 
I 0 DIRECT. I will be billed in 3 monthly installments of $13* each, with 
I the first installment due in advance of shipment. 
I 0 BY CREDIT CARD. After shipment, please charge the full amount of 
I $39* to the credit card indicated below: 
I 0 MasterCard 0 VISA 0 American Express 
I Account No. Exp .-c'-----
I ' Plus $3 .25 per scu lpture for shi pping and handli ng. Sa les tax will be billed 
I if applicable . 

I Signature _______________ ______ _ 
I All orders are subj ect to acceptance . 

I Name __________ ~~~~------------
PLEASE PRINT 

I Address _______________________ _ 

I City State ____ Zip ____ ---,-,-:c:: 
: Mail to: 46957 

I Lenox Collections 
L _ ~n-=-L~n~x~~t~,~~B~x20~O.:...L~n~h~m~, ~e~n~~a~'0~~-~6~_ 



The Great Escape: 
AHS Travel for 
1988-89 

March 22·29, 1989 
Pacific Coast Gardens f" 

Travel fi'om San Diego to San Francisc@ @n 
this horticultural visit t@ botanical ;l'ml, 
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