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GROWING GOOD KIDS BOOK AWARDS
EACH YEAR, the American Horticultural Society, in partnership with the Junior 
Master Gardener program, honors engaging, inspiring work of plant, garden and 

ecology-themed chil-
dren’s literature. This 
year, the recipients of 
the 2020 Growing Good 
Kids–Excellence in Chil-
dren’s Literature Award 
were announced during 
the AHS’s virtual Na-
tional Children & Youth 
Garden Symposium in 
July.  The four recipients 
of the 2020 award are:

Badger’s Perfect Garden by Marcia Diane Arnold. 
Illustrated by Ramona Kaulitzki. Sleeping Bear Press.
The Thing About Bees: A Love Letter written and  
illustrated by Shabazz Larkin. Reader to Eaters.
We Are the Gardeners by Joanna Gaines. Illustrated 
by Julianna Swaney. Thomas Nelson.
Right This Very Minute by Lisl H. Detlefsen. Illus-
trated by Renee Kurilla. Feeding Minds Press.

If you’ve been looking for ways to share the joy of 
gardening and the natural world with the children in 
your life, consider gifting one or more of these books. 
Many other wonderful book choices can be found by 
browsing previous winners of the award. A percentage 
of your purchase made through Amazon Smile can be 
donated back to AHS. To view a video of the award 
announcement, visit https://jmgkids.us/bookawards.

SUPPORT AHS WHILE PURCHASING FLOWERS
WE ARE excited to announce FabulousFlorals.com has agreed to donate 5% of their 
sales (up to $5,000) back to the American Horticultural Society now through August 
31, 2021. Fabulous Florals is committed to providing the finest fresh-cut wholesale 

flowers by the bunch, in assort-
ments, in wedding flower pack-
ages, and by individual varieties. 

It even offers a variety of DIY packages to customize special occasions. Your order 
can be shipped in single bunches and bulk flowers to anywhere in the United States 
and Canada, for large events or smaller, intimate gatherings. 

When you order your flowers from FabulousFlorals.com, use code AHSFF so that 
5% of your purchase will be automatically given to AHS. Enter this code in the “cou-
pon code” field or in the “order notes” field during checkout. Please note this will not 
discount your order, but ensures 5% of your product purchase goes back to AHS to 
support our educational programs.

CONTACTS FOR
AHS PROGRAMS, 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS &
DEPARTMENTS

For general information about your membership, 
call (703) 768-5700. Send change of address 
notifications to our membership department at 
7931 East Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, VA 
22308. If your magazine is lost or damaged in 
the mail, call the number above for a replace-
ment. Requests for membership information 
and change of address notification can also be 
e-mailed to membership@ahsgardening.org.

THE AMERICAN GARDENER  To submit a letter to 
the editor of The American Gardener, write to 
The American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard 
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308, or send an e-mail 
to editor@ahsgardening.org.

DEVELOPMENT  To make a gift to the Ameri-
can Horticultural Society, or for information 
about a donation you have already made, call  
(703) 768-5700 ext. 127, or send an e-mail 
to development@ahsgardening.org.

E-MAIL LISTS  To subscribe to specific e-mail 
lists for updates on programs and events, visit 
http://connect.ahsgardening.org/email.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM  The AHS offers 
internships in communicat ions and 
horticulture. For information, send an  
e-mail to internships@ahsgardening.org. 
More information and application forms 
can also be found in the Programs area of  
www.ahsgardening.org.

NATIONAL CHILDREN & YOUTH GARDEN  
SYMPOSIUM  For information about the Society’s 
annual National Children & Youth Garden Sym-
posium, e-mail education@ahsgardening.org, or 
visit www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs.

RECIPROCAL ADMISSIONS PROGRAM  The AHS 
Reciprocal Admissions Program offers mem-
bers free admission and other discounts to over 
340 botanical gardens and other horticultural 
destinations throughout North America. A list 
of participating gardens can be found on www.
ahsgardening.org/rap. For more information, call 
(703) 768-5700 ext. 119.

RIVER FARM  The AHS headquarters at River Farm 
is currently open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Please visit our website for updates due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. For information about 
events, rentals, and directions, visit the River 
Farm section of www.ahsgardening.org.

TRAVEL STUDY PROGRAM  Visit spectacular 
private and public gardens around the world 
through the Society’s acclaimed Travel Study 
Program. For information about upcoming 
trips, call (703) 768-5700 ext. 127, e-mail  
development@ahsgardening.org, or visit www.
ahsgardening.org/travel.

WEBSITE: www.ahsgardening.org  The AHS web-
site is a valuable source of information about 
the Society’s programs and activities. Users 
must set up a username and password to ac-
cess the members-only sections.
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BULB PURCHASES FROM BRENT AND BECKY’S SUPPORT AHS
PLANTING BULBS in autumn is a great way to ensure your 
spring garden sparkles with color. Through Brent and Becky’s 
Bulbs Bloomin’ Bucks program, you can enhance your garden 
while at the same time supporting the AHS’s outreach programs. 

A family-owned mail-order bulb supplier based in Glouces-
ter, Virginia, Brent and Becky’s Bulbs created Bloomin’ Bucks, 
a progressive fundraising program that allows the company’s 

customers to support 
nonprofits of their 
choice through a per-

centage of their purchases. When checking out, just mention 
that you would like your order to benefit the AHS, and 25% of 
the total amount you spend will go to the AHS. To learn more 
about Bloomin’ Bucks, and view Brent and Becky’s catalog, 
visit www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com/site/view/836.

ONLINE AUCTION: DETAILS TO COME
EACH YEAR we curate a collection of special items, events, and 
travel opportunities for bidding in our silent and online auctions, 
with proceeds benefiting the American Horticultural Society’s 
national outreach programs. Past auctions have featured 
exclusive tour packages to renowned botanical gardens, one-
of-a-kind jewelry, tickets for major sporting events, and more. 
This year’s online auction offerings will be just as sure to inspire 
your interest. More information will be available soon at www.
ahsgardening.org/gardenparty.

THIS YEAR’S AHS GALA has been reinvented as a virtual 
“garden party” to be held Sunday, November 8, 2020. Join us 
to celebrate coming together at home. 

The honorary guest for this special event is interior designer, 
gardener, and best-selling author James Farmer, who will take 
us on a live tour of his beautiful south Georgia home and garden 
while sharing his favorite tips for seasonal entertaining, table 
design, and fall gardening—all served up with his signature 
Southern charm and style. Monte Durham—the witty host of 
TLC’s Say Yes to the Dress: Atlanta—will host the festivities 
live from the AHS’s River Farm headquarters in Alexandria, 
Virginia. A mystery celebrity guest from “across the pond” with 
a royal connection will also make an appearance. 

Guests will have special access to recipes, learn 
flower arranging tips, participate in an online auction, and 
receive a signed copy of Farmer’s newest book, Arriving 
Home. All proceeds from the event will benefit the AHS’s 
national outreach programs. For information about tickets, 
sponsorship opportunities and the online auction, visit www.
ahsgardening.org/gardenparty or contact Vice President of 
Development Susan Klejst at sklejst@ahsgardening.org.

longwoodgardens.org

Make Room  
for Our Gardens
There’s room to roam. To relax. To play. To explore 
fantastic fountains and family fun. Stroll under 
towering trees and savor the season’s beauty. 
Room to wander. Room to wonder. Room for you.
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MAGAZINE ARTICLE WINS GOLD AWARD
AN ARTICLE by Claire Jones, published in last year’s September/
October issue of this magazine, has received a 2020 Gold Medal 
Award in the magazine writing category from GardenComm, a 
professional organization for garden communicators. The article, 
titled “Seasonal Porch Pots,” offered suggestions for how to 
create long-lasting arrangements of seasonal foliage and berries 
in containers. To view a list of other award winners, visit https://
gardencomm.org/Post/Announcing-the-2020-GardenComm-
Silver-Award-Winners. m

News written by AHS Staff.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events 
that are sponsored or cosponsored by  
the AHS. Visit www.ahsgardening.org or call  
(703) 768-5700 for more information.

Because guidelines for holding events are subject to change, 
please check our website for the most up-to-date information.

NOV. 8  Garden Party Fundraiser. Virtual format. River Farm, 
Alexandria, VA.
DEC. 7–24  Indoor Holiday Display. River Farm, Alexandria, VA.

2021
MAR. 7–16  The Enchanting Gardens and Allure of Morocco. AHS 
Travel Study Program. https://ahsgardening.org/gardening-
programs/travel-study/the-enchanting-gardens-and-allure-of-
morocco
APR. 13–24  Discovering the Beauty of Bhutan. AHS Travel 
Study Program. https://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/
travel-study/discovering-the-beauty-of-bhutan-land-of-the-
thunder-dragon.
MAY 3–12  Gardens of Provence. AHS Travel Study Program. 
https://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/travel-study/
gardens-of-provence..
JUNE 12–20  Treasures of Japan. AHS Travel Study Program. 
https://ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/travel-study/
treasures-of-japan.

AHS NATIONAL AND LOCAL  
EVENTS CALENDAR

Access Member Benefits Online!
Did you know you can easily search back issues of The 
American Gardener through our website and even gain 
early access to the most current issue before your copy 
arrives in the mail? You’ll also find discount codes with 
AHS partner companies, links to discounted events, and 
more as new benefits pop up! Here are a few things to do 
to help access your member benefits online.

1. Create a username and password. This can be done 
from any page on our website (www.ahsgardening.org) by 
clicking on the Member Login in the top right corner and 
following the instructions.

2. If you have already done this and still aren’t able to 
access benefits, e-mail us at membership@ahsgardening.
org and we’ll troubleshoot the problem with you.

3. Make sure @ahsgardening.org is marked as a safe sender 
within your e-mail provider to make ensure you are receiv-
ing timely communication from us or if you ever need to 
reset your password. If you still aren’t getting our e-mails, 
please let us know and we can look into it further for you.

Gifts of Note
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American 

Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to  
support its programs. We would like to thank the following donors for 

gifts received between June 30, 2019 and August 26, 2020.

Ms. Anna Ball
Mr. and Mrs. George Diamantis

Mr. Joseph R. Errington and Mr. William Pullen
Ms. Charlotte Goodwin

Mrs. Carolyn Marsh Lindsay
Dr. David D. Parrish

Mrs. and Mr. Deborah Pitts
Ms. Holly Shimizu and Mr. Osamu Shimizu

Dr. Erich E. Veitenheimer and Mr. Andrew Cariaso
Mr. Charles Walton

$1,000+ Gifts

In honor of Gloria Kersaw
Mrs. Louise M. Shoksnyder

In memory of J. Landon Reeve, IV
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Susan Klejst

Dr. Erich E. Veitenheimer and Mr. Andrew Cariaso

If you would like to support the AHS, please call Susan Klejst,  
Vice President of Development, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 127.
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AS A garden designer, I am of-
ten asked to provide fall and 
winter interest in a garden with 

the help of plants that have attractive 
berries, peeling bark, evergreen foliage, 
or brightly-colored stems. I’ve discov-
ered that you can take advantage of these 
same ornamental qualities—and repur-
pose containers that once held summer 

annuals—to deliver seasonal interest on 
porches, decks, and patios.  

Late-fall and winter foraging offers a 
unique opportunity to dress up these past-
their-prime containers with something 
both structural and festive that will last 
for several months. These easily created 
arrangements, sometimes referred to as 
“porch pots,” are supported by the existing 

soil in the pots, so no Styrofoam is needed, 
thank goodness. The added branches aren’t 
rooted or growing, so they require little to 
no care. On those occasions when I have an 
evergreen element, such as a yucca or rose-
mary, growing in a summer container, I 
try to incorporate it with my arrangement.

Placed where you can see them from 
your windows, and in prominent sites 
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Seasonal Porch Pots

As the growing season comes 

to an end, repurpose materials 

from your garden to create 

beautiful outdoor seasonal 

container displays.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY CLAIRE JONES

Top left: Incense cedar drapes over the edge of a blue pot crowned with magnolia leaves and sprays of ‘Winter Gold’ winterberry. Top right: 
Create vignettes by pairing porch pots with decorative seasonal objects, such as pumpkins, as shown here. 

This ornate container welcomes autumn with a dramatic arrangement of variegated ivy, yellow-twig dogwood stems, birch sticks, evergreen 
magnolia leaves, various winterberries, and the foliage of golden arborvitae and false arborvitae.


