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NEW SPEAKER SERIES DEBUTS
WE’RE EXCITED to announce the debut of our new speaker series, Conversations 
with Great American Gardeners, featuring current and past recipients of our nation-

al awards program. Since 1953, the AHS 
has been recognizing and celebrating 
horticultural champions who represent 
the best in American gardening. We are 
thrilled to have a dedicated webinar series 
to highlight these outstanding individu-

als. In a lively and engaging conversation with our host, Holly Shimizu, former exec-
utive director of the United States Botanic Garden and an AHS board member, these 
speakers will share their knowledge and experience, gardener to gardener. The host’s 
questions will get to the most inspirational and practical information that everyone 
wants to know before opening the live conversation up to the viewing audience, grant-
ing participants exclusive and convenient access to the speakers.

The first conversation in the series is set for Friday, October 8, with Karen 
Washington, an award-winning longtime community gardener and food justice 

activist in New York City who was the recipient of the 2018 
Community Greening Award. Washington is also a trustee 
of the New York Botanical Garden. Then, kicking off the 
New Year and the AHS’s Centennial on January 27, 2022, 
will be Michael J. Balick, a renowned ethnobotanist and 
recipient of the 2020 H. Marc Cathey award for scientific 
research, who will discuss his work with traditional cul-
tures in tropical and subtropical environments. Our third 
speaker, in April, will be Shane Smith, a 2012 Professional 
Award winner who recently retired as the founding direc-
tor of the Cheyenne Botanic Garden. Smith, who now 

lives in Colorado, is a leading authority on greenhouse growing.
The cost of each program is $10 for AHS members and $20 for non-members. 

To register for the first conversation, visit the AHS website (www.ahsgardening.org).

MEMBER SURVEY REMINDER
THE AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY will be celebrating its Centennial 
in 2022. As we look forward to this milestone and beyond, we want to get your 
thoughts on ways we can improve our educational programs and member benefits 
to better achieve our national mission.  

By now you should have received by mail (and e-mail) a short survey that will 
help us better understand which of our current programs are most effective, what 
other kinds of programming might be useful to you, and, most importantly, how 
these educational programs can be effectively delivered to the broadest spectrum of 
our membership. The results of this survey will help inform our plans for develop-
ing garden programs, enhancing our national outreach, and securing new member 
benefits in 2022 and beyond. 

If you are returning the mailed survey, it must be postmarked by September 30. 
You can also opt to complete it online by using the link in the e-mail you received 
or by visiting our website (ahsgardening.org). Please note that to fill out the online 
survey you will need to have or create an online account.

CONTACTS FOR
AHS PROGRAMS, MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

& DEPARTMENTS

For general information about your membership, 
call (703) 768-5700. Send change of address 
notifications to our membership department at 
7931 East Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, VA 
22308. If your magazine is lost or damaged in 
the mail, call the number above for a replace-
ment. Requests for membership information 
and change of address notification can also be 
e-mailed to membership@ahsgardening.org.

THE AMERICAN GARDENER  To submit a letter to 
the editor of The American Gardener, write to 
The American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard 
Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308, or send an e-mail 
to editor@ahsgardening.org.

DEVELOPMENT  To make a gift to the Ameri-
can Horticultural Society, or for information 
about a donation you have already made, call  
(703) 768-5700 ext. 127, or send an e-mail 
to development@ahsgardening.org.

E-MAIL LISTS  To subscribe to specific e-mail 
lists for updates on programs and events, visit 
http://connect.ahsgardening.org/email.

NATIONAL CHILDREN & YOUTH GARDEN  
SYMPOSIUM  For information about the Society’s 
annual National Children & Youth Garden Sym-
posium, e-mail education@ahsgardening.org, or 
visit www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs.

RECIPROCAL ADMISSIONS PROGRAM  The AHS 
Reciprocal Admissions Program offers mem-
bers free admission and other discounts to over 
340 botanical gardens and other horticultural 
destinations throughout North America. A list 
of participating gardens can be found on www.
ahsgardening.org/rap. For more information, call 
(703) 768-5700 ext. 119.

RIVER FARM  The AHS’s River Farm headquar-
ters in Alexandria is currently closed to visitors. 
For information about facility rentals, please call 
(703) 768-5700, ext. 114 or e-mail rentals@
ahsgardening.org.

TRAVEL STUDY PROGRAM  Visit spectacular 
private and public gardens around the world 
through the Society’s acclaimed Travel Study 
Program. For information about upcoming 
trips, call (703) 768-5700 ext. 127, e-mail  
development@ahsgardening.org, or visit www.
ahsgardening.org/travel.

WEBSITE: www.ahsgardening.org  The AHS web-
site is a valuable source of information about 
the Society’s programs and activities. Users 
must set up a username and password to ac-
cess the members-only sections.

C o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h

great a meric an 

gardeners

Karen Washington
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2021 GROWING GOOD KIDS AWARDS ANNOUNCED
THE 2021 Growing Good Kids–Excellence in Children’s Lit-
erature award winners were announced at the AHS’s virtual 
National Children & Youth Garden Symposium on July 8. 

Created by the American Horti-
cultural Society and the Junior 
Master Gardener program, the 
Growing Good Kids awards have 
been honoring the best new gar-
dening- and nature-themed chil-
dren’s books since 2005.

Each year, these awards rec-
ognize books that are especially 
effective at promoting an under-
standing of, and appreciation for, 
gardening, nature, and the envi-
ronment to young audiences. The 
selection committee includes AHS 
staff, Junior Master Gardener spe-
cialists and coordinators, teachers, 

youth leaders, and kids. This year’s 
three winners are:

One Little Lot: The 1-2-3s of an 
Urban Garden, by Diane C. Mullen; 
illustrated by Oriol Vidal, published 
by Charlesbridge.

Mae the Mayfly, by Denise Brennan-Nelson, illustrated by 
Florence Weiser; published by Sleeping Bear Press.
Butterflies Belong Here, by Deborah Hopkinson; illustrated 
by Meilo So; published by Chronicle Books.

If you’ve been looking for ways to share the joy of gardening 
and the natural world with the children in your life, consid-
er gifting one or more of these books. Many other wonder-
ful choices can be found by browsing previous winners of the 
award at https://jmgkids.us/bookawards. When you order them 
through Amazon Smile, a percentage of your purchase can be 
donated to support the national programs of the AHS.

INSIDE OUTSIDE–HOUSE & GARDEN IS NEWEST AHS PARTNER
WE’RE DELIGHTED to announce a new partnership with In-
side Outside–House & Garden, an international streaming 
channel featuring several house and garden design shows that 
can be viewed on any connected device. This partnership brings 
a new benefit offer for all AHS members: President’s Council 
members can opt-in for a free three-month unlimited stream-
ing service subscription offer, and all other AHS members can 
opt-in for a free seven-day trial and 50% discounted three-
month unlimited streaming service subscription rate.

For AHS members interested in the programs, refer to the In-
side Outside–House & Garden advertisement (below) and follow 
instructions on how to opt in at www.inside-outside.tv to receive 
your special AHS three-month streaming member discount offer.

WELCOME TO THE HOME OF INSPIRATION

https://go.inside-outside.tv/ahs

Watch the Garden Rescue team take a down-to-earth approach to renovating outdoor spaces, 
harvest a bumper crop of tips and tricks from Gardener's World, and fall for your space all over 
again with Love Your Garden.

For our AHS community, enjoy a 50% DISCOUNT ON THE FIRST THREE MONTHS OF YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO INSIDE OUTSIDE.
Scan the QR code below to get started, and use code AHSINSIDE during checkout*.

OR VISIT:

* Terms & Conditions apply: Enjoy 50% off your first three months, then $4,99 per month with the code AHSINSIDE, valid until December 31st, 2021. Single-use code only. No contract. Cancel anytime.
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AHS President’s Council (PC) members will receive a dedicated 
e-mail with instructions on how to opt in for the free three-month 
streaming subscription. Any PC members who have not previously 
shared their e-mail address with the AHS can take advantage of this 
offer by sending an e-mail to development@ahsgardening.org with 
a request to opt-in for the Inside Outside–House & Garden free 
three-month streaming subscription.

FALL VIRTUAL GARDEN MARKET AND ONLINE AUCTION
FROM October 4 to 11, you can shop at the AHS’s Fall Virtu-
al Garden Market, a dedicated online marketplace of curated 
goods and services ranging from tools to professional landscape 
design, plants, repellents, seeds, books, and botanical products 
for gardeners across the country. You’re sure to find something 
for yourself or a special gift just in time for the holidays!

The Virtual Garden Market will also feature educational 

on-demand videos and podcasts offering gardening tips and 
techniques, and opportunities to tune in to an episode from 
Cultivating Place, a podcast hosted by garden book author Jen-
nifer Jewell. There’s also a botanically themed art show and 
sale. Look for more details about the fall market on our website 
(www.ahsgardening.org).

Following close on the heels of the online market, from 
October 28 to November 10, will be our popular annual On-
line Auction, which will feature personalized tours of public 
gardens, autographed books, a curated collection of distinctive 
artworks, rare plants, vacation stays, unique experiences, and 
more, Your donation supports the AHS’s national educational 
programs. More information on the auction will soon be avail-
able on our website. m

Written by AHS Staff.

Gifts of Note
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American 

Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to  
support its programs. We would like to thank the following donors for 

gifts received between July 1, 2021 and August 30, 2021.

Ms. Marion Bardman
Ms. Charlotte Bingham

Ms. Joan Flaherty and Mr. Charles Garlow
Ms. Elizabeth L. Johnson

Mathematica
Mr. John Revitte
Dr. Gail Wagner

Mr. Dudley B. White

$1,000+ Gifts

In Honor of Dr. Rachel Burlton
Ms. Margaret Martin

In Memory of Anthony and 
Kathleen Constandy
Ms. Deborah Mann

In Memory of Fay Edwards
Dr. Robert Simmons

In Honor of Nancy Fee
Dr. Mark Brack

In Memory of David Jeffreys
Mathematica
Ms. Sherry Metzger
Mr. Patrick Mooney
Ms. Gwyn Sever
Ms. Bobette Tamburino

In Memory of Terry Schaplowsky
Ms. Cindy Hill and Family
PEO Sisterhood, Chapter JE
Mr. and Mrs. Gary  
   Schaplowsky
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Van  
   Winkle

In Honor of Randi, Flo, and 
Adrienne Werner, Wilson, and 
LeBrun
Ms. Amy Michelson

If you would like to support the AHS, please call Susan Klejst,  
Vice President of Development, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 127.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events 
that are sponsored or cosponsored by  
the AHS. Visit www.ahsgardening.org or call  
(703) 768-5700 for more information.

SEPT. 30–OCT. 2. America in Bloom Symposium. Spartanburg 
and Greenwood, SC. (AHS partner event)
OCT. 4–11. AHS Virtual Garden Market.
OCT. 8. Conversations with Great American Gardeners: Karen 
Washington. (Virtual presentation at 4 p.m. Eastern)
OCT. 28–NOV. 10. AHS Online Auction.

2022
JAN. 27. Conversations with Great American Gardeners: Michael 
J. Balick. (Virtual presentation at 7 p.m. Eastern)
FEB. 5–27. Gardens, Wine & Wilderness: A Tour of New Zealand. 
(AHS Travel Study Program)
MAR. 22–31. The Enchant-
ing Gardens and Allure 
of Morocco. (AHS Travel 
Study Program. Extension 
trip to Taroudant’s Gardens 
also available)
APR. 9–20. Discovering the 
Beauty of Bhutan: Land of 
the Thunder Dragon. (AHS 
Travel Study Program)
APR. 21. Conversations with Great American Gardeners: Shane 
Smith. (Virtual presentation at 7 p.m. Eastern)
APR. 29–MAY 8. Treasures of Japan. (AHS Travel Study  
Program)
MAY 18–27. Gardens of Provence. (AHS Travel Study Program)
JUNE 6–15. Hill Towns and Gardens of Umbria and Southern 
Tuscany. (AHS Travel Study Program)
JULY TBD. National Children & Youth Garden Symposium.
AUG. 6–15. Glaciers, Geysers, and Gardens of Iceland.  
(AHS Travel Study Program)

AHS EVENTS CALENDAR


