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News from the AHS
March / April 2024

PROGRAMS • EVENTS • ANNOUNCEMENTS

AHS LAUNCHES FIRST ONLINE COURSE
AHS is pleased to announce the launch of its first online course, “Gardening 
in America.” This self-paced online course offers an introductory overview to 
the state of the country’s gardening culture, the contexts that inform gardening, 
and ways to apply gardening approaches, styles, and practices for the greater 
good. This course is constructed in seven modules, each with lessons that in-
clude AHS-produced text, videos, articles, activities, and resource recommenda-
tions.  For information on the syllabus and to register, visit www.ahsgardening.
org/lifelong-learning-2, Participants may register on a rolling basis throughout 
the spring/summer semester. The cost is $95 for AHS members and $120 for 
non-members. Course access will be available from mid-March to mid-August.
 
NEW LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMS FOR SPRING AND SUMMER
Spring brings new opportunities with AHS Lifelong Learning! Launching in early 

April, the spring/summer semester of 
these popular educational programs 
features behind-the-scenes garden 
tours around the country with garden 
curators and directors, and virtual talks 
with horticulture and landscape experts 
such as Edwina Von Gal and Toshi 
Yano. Visit https://ahsgardening.org/
lifelong-learning-2 for information 
about all these new spring/summer 
Lifelong Learning programs. [See a 

partial list of programs on page 11.] Registration opens in March.  
 
YOUTH GARDEN SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Registration is now open for the 32nd annual National Children & Youth Garden 

Symposium, taking place on Chicago’s North 
Shore from July 8 to 11. Enjoy the Chicago Bo-
tanic Garden and the lakeshore while learning 
with hundreds of youth garden colleagues. 
This professional development event features 
dynamic keynotes, dozens of peer learning ses-
sions, and field trips to local schools and parks. 
For more about the 2024 symposium, look for 
updates on our website at https://ahsgarden-
ing.org/gardening-programs/youth-garden-
ing/ncygs/ncygs-2024. 
 

NEW GARDENS IN THE AHS NETWORK
We would like to welcome five new gardens that recently joined the AHS Re-
ciprocal Garden Network! These gardens join over 360 gardens around North 
America that offer free admission and other benefits to AHS members. Be sure 
to visit these and other gardens in the AHS Garden Network! 
 
Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens (Dubuque, Iowa) The Dubuque Ar-
boretum and Botanical Gardens feature numerous plant collections on 56 acres, 

CONTACTS FOR AHS PROGRAMS, 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS & 

DEPARTMENTS

For general information about your 
membership, call (703) 768-5700. Send 
change of address notifications to our 
membership department at 7931 East 
Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308. If 
your magazine is lost or damaged in the 
mail, call the number above for a replace-
ment. Requests for membership informa-
tion and change of address notification 
can also be e-mailed to membership@
ahsgardening.org.

AHS RECIPROCAL GARDEN NETWORK  
The AHS Reciprocal Garden Network offers 
members free admission and other dis-
counts to over 360 botanical gardens and 
other horticultural destinations throughout 
North America. A list of participating gar-
dens can be found on www.ahsgardening.
org/ahsgardennetwork.

THE AMERICAN GARDENER  To sub-
mit a letter to the editor of The Amer-
ican Gardener, write to The American 
Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22308, or send an e-mail 
to editor@ahsgardening.org.

DEVELOPMENT  To make a gift to the 
American Horticultural Society, or for infor-
mation about a donation you have already 
made, call (703) 768-5700 ext. 144, or 
send an e-mail to ktukey@ahsgardening.
org.

E-MAIL LISTS  To subscribe to specific 
e-mail lists for updates on programs 
and events, visit http://connect.
ahsgardening.org/email.

NATIONAL CHILDREN & YOUTH 
GARDEN SYMPOSIUM  For information 
about the Society’s annual National Chil-
dren & Youth Garden Symposium, e-mail 
programs@ahsgardening.org, or visit 
www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs.

RIVER FARM  The AHS’s River Farm 
headquarters in Alexandria is open to vis-
itors Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (winter hours). For information about 
facility rentals, call (703) 768-5700, ext. 
114 or e-mail rentals@ahsgardening.org.

TRAVEL STUDY PROGRAM  Visit 
spectacular gardens around the world 
through the Society’s acclaimed Travel 
Study Program. For information about 
upcoming trips, visit www.ahsgardening.
org/travel.

WEBSITE: www.ahsgardening.org  
The AHS website is a valuable source 
of information about the Society’s pro-
grams and activities. Users must set up 
a username and password to access the 
members-only sections.

Edwina Von Gal and Toshi Yano

Chicago Botanic Garden
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including herbs, roses, cacti, prairie plants, a Japanese Gar-
den and formal English Garden, and deciduous and conifer 
collections.
 
Hermitage Museum & Gardens (Norfolk, Virginia). The 
Hermitage features a nationally recognized art collection 
spanning 5,000 years, changing indoor and outdoor exhi-
bitions, a Visual Arts Studio, and 12 acres of gardens and 
grounds that offer art and culture to the community.
 
Hope Botanical Garden (Leoma, Tennessee). Hope Bo-
tanical Garden features four acres of volunteer-maintained 
gardens, including a native plant garden, a rose and medita-
tion garden, a Japanese garden, a water garden, and a maze 
garden.
 
University of Idaho Arboretum & Botanical Garden (Mos-
cow, Idaho). The University of Idaho stewards two arboreta: 
C. H. Shattuck Arboretum (a 14-acre naturalized arboretum 
started in 1909) and the Arboretum and Botanical Garden (a 
64 acre cultivated arboretum founded in 1982). University of 
Idaho Arboreta are outdoor museums maintained for the ac-
quisition and proper curation of a living collection of native 
and introduced plants hardy in the Inland Pacific Northwest. 

Graycliff (Derby, New York). Located on a cliff above Lake 
Erie on the outskirts of Buffalo, Graycliff, the summer home 
of businessman Darwin Martin and his wife Isabelle Martin, 
has been aptly called “the Jewel on the Lake.” The gardens, 
which spread over 8.5 acres, were designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright as well as Ellen Biddle Shipman.

AHS DISCOUNTS AT MARKETPLACE EVENTS  
HOME + GARDEN SHOWS 
Get inspired at three Marketplace Events garden shows in 
March: Maryland Home + Garden Show in Timonium, MD 

(March 2 & 3 and 8–10), Salt Lake Home + Garden Show in 
Salt Lake City, UT (March 8-10), and Indiana Flower + Gar-
den Show in Indianapolis, IN (March 9–17). AHS members 
receive 2-for-1 ticket discounts by logging into their account 
homepage to get the promo code. 

AHS’S RIVER FARM TO PARTICIPATE IN VIRGINIA 
HISTORIC GARDEN WEEK 
From April 20 to 27, over 170 private landscapes, public gar-
dens and historic sites across Virginia will be open to the 
public during the Garden Club of Virginia’s Historic Gar-
den Week. The annual event draws over 25,000 visitors to 
view picturesque sites at the peak of spring, in addition to 
over 1,000 world class-floral arrangements created by Gar-
den Club of Virginia members. The statewide event includes 
30 unique tours organized by 48 member clubs. On April 
20, AHS’s River Farm headquarters will be participating as 
a place of interest in the Old Town Alexandria tour, hosted 
by Hunting Creek Garden Club and Garden Club of Alexan-
dria. Proceeds from Historic Garden Week fund the resto-
ration and preservation of Virginia’s historic public gardens 
and provide graduate level research fellowships. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.vagardenweek.org. 

LIFELONG LEARNING
SEE PAGE 11 FOR SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS. 
To learn more about the Lifelong Learning program, visit 
https://ahsgardening.org/lifelong-learning. Unless noted,  
all events are virtual.

TRAVEL STUDY
To learn more, visit www.ahsgardening.org/travel.
SOLD OUT  MAY 11–21. Treasures of Japan:  
Gardens, Art and Architecture. 
SOLD OUT  MAY 26–30. Garden Wonders of the  
Hudson Valley & the Berkshires. 
SOLD OUT  JUNE 12–20. Secrets of the Scottish 
Highlands: From Castle Grounds to Highland 
Glens. 
AUG. 19–23. Oregon: The Gardens of Portland & the 
Farm-to-Table Bounty of the Willamette Valley. 
DEC. 3–8. Bermuda's Gardens, Homes and Holiday 
Magic. 

AHS SIGNATURE EVENTS
APR. 12–13.  Spring Garden Market. River Farm, VA.
JULY 8–11. National Children & Youth Garden Sym-
posium. Chicago’s North Shore, IL.

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events 
that are sponsored or cosponsored by the AHS. 

Visit www.ahsgardening.org for more information.

AHS EVENTS CALENDAR

Aerial view of Graycliff, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright
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SPRING GARDEN MARKET AT RIVER FARM 
Start off the gardening season at the American Horticultural 
Society’s annual Spring Garden Market, April 12 and 13, at our 
River Farm headquarters in Alexandria. This outdoor fundrais-
ing event brings together plant, seed, and garden accessory re-
tailers, gardening experts, food vendors, and fun for the whole 
family. Proceeds contribute to the maintenance and preservation 
of River Farm. AHS members have free entry. Visit www.ahs 
gardening.org/sgm2024 for details.	 n

Written by AHS Staff.

GIFTS OF NOTE 
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to support its 

programs. We would like to thank the following donors for gifts received between December 2, 2023 and February 1, 2024.

Dominion Energy Foundation
The Barry Friedberg and Charlotte Moss Family 

Foundation
White House Farm Foundation

Marion S. Ballard
Dr. William E. Barrick and Jessica M. Barrick

Dr. Sherran Blair
Joan Blazich
Ellen Boer

Jay W. Butler
Ashley and Andrew Chamberlain
Dr. Andy Daniel and Judy Daniel

Amy Dawson
Dr. Larry Lee Deaven

Jane and George Diamantis
Elisabeth Dudley

Karen and Dan Duval
Gary and Susan Fine

Dr. Amy Fowler
Judge Tim France and Daphne France

David and Margaret Gardener
Campbell Gibson

Becky and Bobby Hartness
Saxon and Mary Holt
Elizabeth L. Johnson

Debra and Steven Koenig
Eugene and Katherine Kopp

Dr. Louis Lynn and Audrey Lynn
Aubyn Merie

Peter and Jainel Morris
Jeff Nelson and Paul Mahan

Marion “Sunshine” and Ben Norwood

Jane and Al Osman
Dr. David Reese and Jane Reese

Lyn F. Richards
Marco N. Rini

Dr. Stephanie Russo
William and Karen Schuiling
Mary and Doug Scovanner

Kathleen A. Smithgall
Joseph Stribula

Robert and Carolyn Volk
Sidney L. Wallace, M.D.

April and Charles Walton
Dr. Melanie Walton and Clancy Smith

Elizabeth M. Wehrle
Dr. Scott Wilson and Lucy Wilson

Margaret Winters

$1,000+ Gifts

In honor of Jennifer Apperson
Maria Gallegos

In honor of the AHS staff
Leslie and Brian Bauman 

In honor of Eric Cogswell
Judith J. Ryon

In honor of Kathryn Conant
Daniel T. Heath

In honor of Debby Eishenman
Judith J. Ryon

In memory of Ginger Fagnani
Mark Fagnani

In honor of Ken Frey
Susan Stopczynski

In memory of Patricia Gibson
Marit Hammond

In honor of Lee A. Hallan
Susan L. Early

In memory of Frank Klaasse
Deborah Gass

In memory of John Ewing
Shelli Sandrew

In memory of Caroline A. Gula
Grace Schaefermeier

In memory of William B. Hentzler
Jerry C. Hentzler

In honor of Jack Michaels
Elizabeth Michaels

In honor of Betty Montgomery and  
in memory of her husband, Walter

Becky and Bobby Hartness

In memory of Virden Morrison
Mark K. Morrison

In memory of Cheryl Stein
Jay W. Butler

In memory of Linda Wallace
Sidney L. Wallace, MD

In memory of Sophie Wilhoit
Donna L. Wilhoit  

If you would like to support the AHS, please call Katie Tukey, Director of Development and Engagement, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 144.


