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News from the AHS
March / April 2025

PROGRAMS • EVENTS • ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUTH GARDEN SYMPOSIUM: REGISTRATION OPEN
Registration is now open for the 33rd annual National Chil-
dren & Youth Garden Symposium, taking place in Hart-
ford, Connecticut from July 8 to 11. Enjoy summer in New 
England and time at the Connecticut Science Center while 
learning with hundreds of youth garden colleagues. This 
professional development event features dynamic keynotes, 
dozens of peer learning sessions, and field trips to the re-
gion’s top university botanic gardens and student farms. For 
more about the 2025 symposium, see updates on the AHS 
website (ahsgardening.org).

NEW GARDENS IN THE AHS NETWORK
Three new gardens joined the AHS Garden Network at the end 
of 2024: George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Longview Arbo-
retum, and Bowers School Farm. These gardens join over 380 
gardens around North America that offer free admission and 
other benefits to AHS members. Information on all network 
gardens can be found on the AHS Garden Network webpage.

George Washington’s Mount Vernon, the historic Vir-
ginia estate of America’s first president, offers a glimpse into 

18th-century plantation life. Its gardens include a formal gar-
den, botanical garden, kitchen garden, greenhouse, and historic 
trees, complemented by museum exhibits and immersive pro-
grams honoring Washington’s legacy.

The Longview Arboretum and Nature Center in Longview, 
Texas, showcases the region’s unique ecosystem through a 
public-private partnership. The 26-acre arboretum features 
woodlands, meadows, formal gardens, and a lily pond.

Since 1967, Bowers School Farm in Bloomfield Hills, Michi-
gan, has fostered community engagement in agriculture and 

local food systems. The 93-acre farm includes a discovery 
garden for children, curated horticultural and vegetable gar-
dens, community plots, and pastures with grazing animals. It 
offers community classes, harvest events, and youth camps.

AHS LAUNCHES ECOLOGICAL GARDENING  
ONLINE COURSE
AHS is excited to launch its second online course, Ecologi-
cal Gardening. This self-paced program covers ecosystems, 
soil health, sustainable design, maintenance, and native 
plant-pollinator relationships.

The course consists of seven modules with lessons featuring 
AHS-produced text, videos, articles, activities, and resource 
recommendations.

To view the syllabus and register, visit the AHS website. 
Registration opens in early March, with rolling access avail-
able from late March to late August.

SAVE THE DATE: AHS SPRING GARDEN MARKET
AHS members who live in the greater Washington, D.C. area 
should mark their calendars for the annual Spring Garden 
Market, which will be held April 11 and 12 at the AHS’s River 
Farm headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia. As in past years, 
this lively event offers opportunities to shop for a diverse array 
of native and specialty plants, pick up beautiful works by local 

TRAVEL PROGRAM
MAR. 24—28. 2025 President’s Council Trip:  
The Glorious Gardens of Charleston, SC.
APR. 15–24. Floral Splendor and Artistry:  
Dutch Waterways by Private River Barge.
MAY 21–29. Garden Wonders of Southern Italy. 
MAY 29–JUNE 8. Highlands, Islands, and Fjords: 
Scotland, Orkney Islands, and Norway.
AUG. 18–24. Santa Fe's Cultural & Garden Wonders. 
AUG. 24–SEPT. 5. South Africa's Blooming Landscapes. 
NOV. 2–13. Japan's Autumn Majesty. 

RIVER FARM
APR. 11 & 12. Spring Garden Market. 

For more information about AHS events, please visit the AHS 
website at ahsgardening.org.

AHS EVENTS CALENDAR
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HORTICULTURE & 
THE ENVIRONMENT

The Texas Native Plant Primer
with Andrea DeLong-Amaya, author and 
director of horticulture, Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center
• Wednesday, March 12, 7–8 pm ET
Virtual

How Can I Help? Saving Nature with  
Your Yard
with Dr. Douglas Tallamy, author and  
professor, University of Delaware
• Thursday, April 17, 2–3 pm ET
Virtual

GARDEN DESIGN & 
TECHNIQUES

Create Foundation Gardens with Native 
Plants
with Kathy Connolly, founder and principal, 
Speaking of Landscapes
• Friday, March 14, 2–3 pm ET
Virtual

Gardening Year-Round: Inspiration for 
a Small Urban Garden in the Pacific 
Northwest
with Rizaniño Reyes, assistant director, 
Heronswood Garden and principal, RHR 
Horticulture and Landwave Gardens
• Thursday, April 10, 7–8 pm ET
Virtual

PLANTS, CULTURE, & 
COMMUNITY

Dispersals: On Plants, Borders, and 
Belonging
with Jessica Lee, author and  
environmental historian
• Friday, May 2, 2–3 pm ET

BEHIND-THE-SCENES 
GARDEN TOURS

Clark Gardens Botanical Park
with Carol Clark Montgomery, executive 
director, Clark Gardens Botanical Park
• Friday, March 7, 10:30 am–12 pm CT
Weatherford, TX

University of North Carolina Charlotte 
Botanical Gardens Tour
with Jeffrey Gillman, director,  
UNC Charlotte Botanical Gardens
• Friday, April 25, 10:30 am–12 pm ET
Charlotte, NC

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
For a complete list of programs and to register, visit ahsgardening.org.

DOUG TALLAMY	 ANDREA DELONG-AMAYA	 KATHY CONNOLLY	 RIZANIÑO REYES

JESSICA LEE

UNC CHARLOTTE BOTANICAL GARDENS

MARCH/APRIL
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artisans, and browse through a broad selection of garden- and 
culinary-related gifts. A food truck will offer refreshments for 
visitors. Vendor and sponsorship registrations are available 
now.  For more details, visit ahsgardening.org.

REDESIGNED AHS WEBSITE COMING SOON!
AHS is launching a redesigned website this spring with im-
proved navigation, vibrant visuals, and more timely content. 
It will also feature the organization’s new branding intro-
duced last year. We look forward to sharing it with you! 

 AHS LAUNCHES ONLINE PLANT SHOP
Think of AHS for your spring planting! Our new online Plant 

Shop is coming soon. It will offer a curated 
selection of plants for members. Each 

plant and grower has been care-
fully chosen for seasonality and 
hardiness, making it easy for both 
new and experienced gardeners. 

Visit the AHS Plant Shop on our 
website to explore the collection.	 n

GIFTS OF NOTE 
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to support its 

programs. We would like to thank the following donors for gifts received between November 17, 2024 and January 23, 2025.

Dick and Debbie Alderson
Marion S. Ballard

Doug A. Barker and Sam Kilpatrick
Robert A. Bartlett, Jr.

Nancy Becker and Gregory Wilson
Sherran Blair

Joan A. Blazich
Roger and Mary Bowers

James R. Cargill, II
Elisabeth Dudley

Arlene Evans and Barry K. Dewberry
Susan and Gary Fine 

Amy G. Fowler
MaryAnn Franklin

Margaret and David Gardener
Mary J. Glass

Larry and Kathy Hirsch
Debbie and Richard Hohlt

Saxon and Mary Holt
Elizabeth L. Johnson

Suzanne Laporte
Nora Lavori

JoAnn R. Luecke
Jeff Nelson and Paul Mahan

Jainel and Peter Morris
Jared and Kate Newton

Shirley Ann Nicolai
Marion “Sunshine” and Ben Norwood

Anne Odell and Leo Bevon
Julie Overbeck

Susan Lynde Duval Phipps Foundation
Wilma L. Pickard Trust
Gail and Robert Pless

Lyn F. Richards
Harry and Grace Rissetto

Nancy Ruffner

Stephanie Russo
Janet and Randy Santoro

William and Karen Schuiling
Doug and Mary Scovanner

Anna Smith Lacy
Kathleen A. Smithgall

Richard Spurzem
Ellen Delman Rydell

Phil Tabas and Helen Hooper
Laurie J. Tracy

Catharine and Harry Tunis
Robert and Carolyn Volk

Jacqueline and Michael Volpe
April A. and Charles Walton

Katy Moss Warner
Elizabeth M. Wehrle

Helen Wineland

$1,000+ Gifts

In honor of Kathryn Acerbo-Bachmann 
Richard Spurzem

In memory of James Adair 
Karen Tamalavicz 

Mary Ellen L. Doyle 
Jacquelyn Kelly 

Michael Ball 
Ken DeFrancesco 

Kathryn Fox 
Elaine Kramer 

Missy Miller Aldave 
Kevin Thurston 

Michael Ball

In memory of Catherine Bisher 
Nanette Bisher

In memory of Bernetta W. Christl 
Heidi Marchand

In memory of Norma Church 
Shelli Henry

In memory of Trish Gibson 
Marit Hammond

In memory of Howard Hudgins 
Barbara Howard 

John T. Blue

In honor of Deborah Kennedy Coster 
Naomi Mermin

In memory of Karen Monts 
Glenn Monts

In memory of Julia Rappaport 
Susan Duncan

In memory of William Rowell 
Karen H. Rowell

In memory of Pat Smith 
Roger Smith

In honor of Helen Spalding 
Helen H. McCarty

In honor of Katie Tukey 
Katy Moss Warner

If you would like to support the AHS, please call Katie Tukey, Director of Development and Engagement, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 144.


