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White House Gates and Perennial Border
The perennial plants in this four-season garden are 
coordinated by color, season of bloom, size, and texture, and 
are selected for resistance to pests and diseases. The gates 
were installed at the White House in 1819 and replaced in 
1937. They were later moved to the entrance of River Farm 
where they stood for more than 50 years before their historic 
significance was recognized. 

The Estate House
The early 20th-century house, the former home of a 
prominent local Virginia family, serves as office space for 
the AHS. The first floor, with its grand view of the Potomac 
River, is open to the public. Changing exhibits of artwork are 
featured in the parlor and ballroom.

Entry Garden
The foundation plantings in front of the Estate House are 
predominately native shrubs and trees, including Allegheny 
serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis), fringetree (Chionanthus 
virginicus), and dwarf fothergilla (Fothergilla gardenii). 
Among them is a mix of annuals and perennials to provide 
seasonal color.  

Orchard and Espaliered Fruit Trees
The Orchard includes apple, pear, and persimmon 
tree varieties. Compare these fruit trees growing in the 
traditional orchard to the specially trained espaliered pear 
and apple trees growing along the parking lot. Training 
the trees creates a beautiful screen while also allowing for 
good fruit production in less space. 

Ha-Ha Wall
The view of the landscape from the Estate House to the 
Potomac River is interrupted by a chain fence marking a 
sunken wall called a ha-ha. These walls were introduced in 
18th-century England to keep livestock and wildlife out of 
manor gardens without creating a visual obstruction. 

Waterfront and Overlook
Today the ha-ha separates the gardens of River Farm from the 
waterfront. The large black walnut tree (Juglans nigra) in the 
field is believed to date from the time of George Washington’s 
ownership of River Farm, when he also owned other large 
tracts of land nearby. The Overlook provides a quiet place for 
both reflection and study. Bald eagles can often be seen flying 
overhead, and Washington D.C. is visible through the tree 
line during the winter. 

Wildlife Garden
This area contains a collection of plants, including 
grasses, perennials, and fruit-bearing shrubs such as 
hollies, designed to provide food and shelter throughout 
the seasons for many birds, reptiles, and insects.

Terrace and Long Border
Bordering the Terrace is a hedge of English boxwood  
(Buxus sempervirens ‘Suffruticosa’) containing specimens 
more than 100 years old. The Long Border, along the brick 
wall, displays shade-tolerant shrubs such as hydrangea, 
daphne, and aucuba. Perennials include hellebores, 
heucheras, and epimediums. 

Perennial and Annual Beds
The perennial borders and annual beds provide seasonal 
color. 

Pan Allée
Look through the rose arbors and you will see boxwood 
borders terminating at a stone sculpture of Pan. Off to  
the side of these beds is a pollarded chaste tree  
(Vitex agnus-castus). This pruning encourages large  
ball-like clusters of stems to form at the tip of each 
branch.

Children’s Gardens
These child-scale gardens, designed to stimulate a child’s 
interest in plants and nature, include a Banana Tree 
grove, a Butterfly Garden with a butterfly-shaped bench, 
a Pirate Ship, and the Nature Classroom. 

Garden Calm and Osage Orange
This area is planted with shrubs and perennials that 
prefer full or part shade. Providing most of the shade is 
an Osage orange (Maclura pomifera). Estimated to be 
more than 200 years old, this tree is one of the largest 
Osage orange trees in the United States.

Clara B. Plein Memorial Garden
This garden features 68 percent native plants and 32 
percent native cultivars, arranged in a classic Virginia 
landscape setting. The emphasis on native plantings 
demonstrates how traditional horticulture can incorporate 
environmental best practices, which in turn support our 
local ecosystems.
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